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Reports from the Companions of the Messenger of. Allah Bi 


Reports that are attributed to the companions of Allah’s 
Messenger #% are commonly used for additional explanation of 
the meanings of the Qur’an. As for those quotes that Ibn 
Kathir mentions in passing, these quotes may, or may not be 
authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is mentioned that 
one of them said something, and that statement contradicts 
other clearly authentic texts, then such statements can ‘not 
be held as an evidence against what is known to be authentic. 
Additional information in this regard is found in the 
Introduction of Ibn Kathir. 


Incomplete Chains of Narration 


The following is a list of common incomplete chains of 
narrations that Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir often quotes. 


- ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah (Al-Walibi) reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said... 

- (‘Atiyah) Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said... 

- Ad-Dahhak from Ibn ‘Abbas. 

- As-Suddi reported from Abu Malik and Abu Salih from Ibn 
‘Abbas, Ibn Mas‘ad and [or] some men among. the 
companions. | 

- Al-Hasan Al-Basri reporting from or about the Prophet 2. 

- Qatadah reporting from or about the Prophet 3. . 

All narrations coming from these chains are unauthentic 
according to the Sciences of Hadith. Their meanings, however, 
may be correct as understood by authentic texts, and for this 
reason they are commonly referenced. 


Reports from the Followers of the Companions and 
those who Follow them 


The following is a list of those who did not see the Prophet 
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3%, but they report from companions of the Prophet 34, while 
often they themselves are quoted for Tafsir. Reports that are 
attributed to them are used as additional support in 
understanding certain issues by Ibn Kathir. Such quotes may, 
or may not be authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is 
mentioned that one of them said something, and that 
statement contradicts other clearly authentic texts, then such 
statements can not be held as evidence against the authentic 
evidence. : 
Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Said bin Jubayr, Sa‘id bin Al-Musayib, ‘Ata’ 
(bin Abi Rabah), ‘Ata’ Al-Khurrasani, Muaatil bin Hayyan, Ar- 
Rabi‘ bin Anas, Ash-Shabbi, Qatadah, Mujahid, Tkrimah, Ad- 
Dahhak, ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam (Ibn Zayd), Ibn 
Jurayj. 


Other Scholars After the Companions 


The following are some scholars that Ibn Kathir often quotes 
from. Since these scholars are not well known to the average 
English reader, one should beware that their own statements 
about the Prophet x, his companions, or circumstances 
surrounding the Qur’an’s revelation, are not to be considered 
as important as authentically narrated texts. 

Waki‘, Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Muhammad bin Ishaq, Ibn 
‘Atiyyah, Ibn Abi Hatim, Ibn Jarir (At-Tabari). 
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Sea 
439. This is (part) of Al-Hikmah (wisdom) which your Lord has 
revealed to you. And set not up with Allah any other god lest 


you should be thrown into Hell, blameworthy and rejected 0 
Allah's mercy).> 


Everything previously mentioned is Revelation and 
Wisdom 


Allah says: What We have commanded you to do is part of 
good manners, and what We have forbidden you are evil 
qualities. We have revealed this to you, O Muhammad, so that 
you may command the people likewise.’ 


C0 Ae 3 Gs Bu ol @ Se > 


¢And set not up with Allah any other god lest you should be 
thrown into Hell, blameworthy> 


meaning, your own self will blame you, as will Allah and His 
creation. 

Ups 
¢rejected> means far removed from everything good. Ibn ‘Abbas 
and Qatadah said: “(It means) cast out.”!") This is an address 
to the Ummah via the Messenger #%, for he is infallible. 


te VG GL Ky ty Kasi 5. BG St eats KAsti> 


€40. Has then your Lord preferred for you sons, and taken for 
Himself from among the angels daughters? Verily, you indeed 
utter an awful saying .> 


Refutation of Those Who claim that the Angels are 


Daughters of Allah 


Allah refutes the lying idolators who claim, may the curse of 
Allah be upon them, that the angels are the daughters of 
Allah. They made the angels, who are the servants of Ar- 


(I At-Tabari 17:452. 
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Rahman (the Most Beneficent), females, and called them 
daughters of Allah, then they worshipped them. They were 
gravely wrong on all three counts. Allah says, denouncing 
them: 


ich ets Kasil 
€Has then your Lord preferred for you sons,> 
meaning, has He given only you sons? 
<and taken for Himself from among the angels daughters?> 
meaning, has He chosen for Himself, as you claim, daughters? 
Then Allah denounces them even more severely, and says: 
dike Ya Sb yp 
<Verily, you indeed utter an awful saying.» 


meaning, in your claim that Allah has children, then you say 
that His children are female, which you do not like for 
yourselves and may even kill them by burying them alive. That 
is indeed a division most unfair! Allah says: 


Be ee fae Lo yee hoe 


reo Fe, 4 Qld, “ be ek ae eee ae <b 2 
dig Gp hi CGC NERS MAG, Ee Bk, Aad ally Sa adi (hu, 
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€And they say: ''The Most Beneficent (Allah) has begotten a 
child." Indeed you have brought forth (said) a terrible evil 
thing. Whereby the heavens are almost torn, and the earth split 
asunder, and the mountains fall in ruins. That they ascribe a 
son child to the Most Beneficent. But it is not suitable for (the 
majesty of) the Most Beneficent that he should beget a child. 
There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes unto the 
Most Beneficent as a servant. Verily, He knows each one of 
them, and has counted them a full counting. And every one of 
them will come to Him alone on the Day of Resurrection.> 
(19:88-95) 
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Se Sots i ENGI 


explained in this Qur'an} 
‘ _ ||/meaning, ‘We have 
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doers among them. 


Ser L700 yt 3 
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<save aversion.» aversion towards the truth; they go further 
away from it. 


Se oe 
te 4 ree Bowes 
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€42. Say: “If there had been other gods along with Him as they 


assert, then they would certainly have sought out a way to the 
Lord of the Throne.> 


€43. Glorified and Exalted is He high above what they say!> 


Allah says: ‘Say, O Muhammad, to these idolators who claim 
that Allah has a partner among His creation, and who worship 
others besides Him that they may bring them nearer to Him: if 
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the matter is as you say, and there is another god besides 
Him whom you worship in order to draw closer to Him and so 
that he will intercede for you with Him, then those whom you 
worship would themselves worship Him and seek means to 
draw closer to Him. So worship Him alone, just as those on 
whom you call besides Him worship Him. You have no need of 
a deity to be an intermediary between you and Him, for He 
does not like or accept that, rather He hates it and rejects it, 
and has forbidden that through all of His Messengers and 
Prophets.’ Then He glorifies and sanctifies Himself far above all 
that, and says: 
ile & JS BLD 
<Glorified and Exalted is He high above what they say!> 


meaning these idolators who transgress and do wrong when 
they claim that there are other gods besides Him. 


45S Sep 


<high above> means, far above. He is Allah, the One, the Self- 
Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need. He begets not, nor 
was He begotten, and there is none comparable or coequal unto 
Him. 

van thd oe dod 


Sa VSG 0% CANS ot ob bb ANG GSI gal a Gap 


sp » 2 & cd 
42a bye vee 4 ‘1 ae 


$44. The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein, 
glorify Him and there is not a thing but glorifies His praise. 
But you understand not their glorification. Truly, He is Ever 
Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving .> 


Everything glorifies Allah 


Allah says: the seven heavens and the earth and all that is 
therein, meaning the creatures that dwell therein, sanctify 
Him, exalt Him, venerate Him, glorify Him and magnify Him 
far above what these idolators say, and they bear witness that 
He is One in His Lordship and Divinity. 

In everything there is a sign of Allah indicating that He is 
One. 

As Allah says: 
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so hes A fe Ja Fas GN GSS he ae tyrant neap 
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<Whereby the heavens are almost torn, and the earth is split 
asunder, and the mountains fall in ruins, That they ascribe 
child to the Most Beneficent (19:90-91). 


4538 23 2% 0 b> 


and there is not a thing but glorifies His praise.> 


there is no created being that does not celebrate the praises of 
Allah. 


(iis Sil I SD 
€But you understand not their glorification .> 


means, ‘You do not understand them, O mankind, because it 
is not like your languages.’ This applies to all creatures 
generally, animal, inanimate and botanical. This is the better 
known of the two opinions according to the most reliable of 
two opinions. It was reported in Sahih Al-Bukhari that Ibn 
Mas‘id said: “We used to hear the Tasbih of the food as it was 
being eaten.”!! 

Imam Ahmad recorded that [Mu‘adh bin Anas said that), the 
Messenger of Allah # came upon some people who were 
sitting on their mounts and talking to one another. He said to 
them: 


Shit 3 SkecCY ee GE Yy doe GK Yys5 de Gp 

ty 1553 By SG be SE BS Y OF GU 
‘Ride them safely then leave them safely. Do not use them as 
chairs for you to have conversations in the streets and 
marketplaces, because the one that is ridden may be better than 


the one who rides it, and may remember Allah more than he 
does .1'21 


An-Nasaii recorded in his Sunan that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr 
said: “The Messenger of Allah 3 forbade us from killing 
0) Fath AL-Bari 6:679. 

21 Ahmad 3 :439 
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frogs.” 


digs Ce AD 

<Truly, He is Ever Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving .> 
means, He does not hasten to punish those who disobey Him, 
rather He gives them time and waits, then if they persist in 
their stubborn Kufr, f.. .eizes them with a punishment of the 
All-Mighty, All-Capable. It was recorded in the Two Sahihs 
that: 


ofa oS 28h hy Ss ay 3 a Sp 
tAllah will let the wrongdoer carry on until, when He does 
seize him, He will never let him go.»!?! 
Then the Messenger of Allah 3 recited: 
E35 95 wl 5 Ty OS SSN ASG) 
€Such is the punishment of your Lord when He seizes the 
(population of) towns while they are doing wrong.» [11:02] 
Allah says: 
Ci <a OLE Seed 
¢And many a township did | give respite while it was given to 
wrongdoing.» [22:45] until the end of two Ayat. 


Cs 5 GR 5 ob ESP 
¢And many a township did We destroy while they were given 
to wrongdoing .> [22:48] 
Whoever gives up his disbelief and disobedience, and turns 
back to Allah in repentance, Allah will accept his repentance, 
as He says: 


Ci BES BEE a Mee Le 
<And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks 
Allah's forgiveness> [4:110] 


Here, Allah says: 


(1) An-Nasa?, 7:210. The author mentioned an unauthentic narration 
that says, ‘Their croaking is Tasbih.” 


[2] Fath Al-Bari 8 :205, Muslim 4:1997. 
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«Truly, He is Ever Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving.> At the end of Sarah 
Fatir, He says: 


A am Gol KT 4 OG ot Vii I GAG oscat “2 al Ap 

a 
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<Verily, Allah grasps the heavens and the earth lest they should 
move away from their places, and if they were to move away 

from their places, there is not one that could grasp them after 


Him. Truly, He is Ever Most Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving.. > 
until His saying; 


45H HAS > 
¢And if Allah were to punish men}>(35:41-45) 
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€45. And when you recite the Qur'an, We put between youi 
and those who believe not in the Hereafter, an invisible veil.> — 


€46. And We have put Akinnah over their hearts, lest they 
should understand it, and in their ears deafness. And when you 
make mention of your Lord Alone in the Qur'an, they turn on 
their backs, fleeing in extreme dislike .> 


The Veil over the Hearts of the Idolators 


Allah says to His Messenger Muhammad #%: ‘When you 
recite Qur’an to these idolators, We put an invisible yeil 
between you and them.’ Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said, “It is 
coverings over their hearts,”") as Allah says: 

COS BSS Eb GM BS ad Bek ts Bel a Ct Nts 

€And they say: “Our hearts are under coverings (screened) 

from that to which you invite us; and in our ears is sige il 

and between us and you is a screen> 


0) At-Tabari 17 :457. 
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meaning, there is something that is stopping and preventing 
your words from reaching us. 


453 Wed 


an invisible veil.» meaning something which covers, or that 
cannot be seen, so there is a barrier between them and 
guidance. This is the interpretation that Ibn Jarir (may Allah 
have mercy on him) thought was correct. 

Al-Hafiz Abu Yala Al-Mawusili recorded that Asma’ bint Abi 


€Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab and perish he!> (111:1) 


was revealed, the one-eyed woman Umm Jamil [the wife of 
Abu Lahab] came with a stone pestle in her hand, screaming, 
‘What was sent to us is somebody blameworthy, or, we reject 
somebody blameworthy [Abu Musa - one of the narrators - 
said, it is I who am not sure what was said]; we shun his 
religion and disobey whatever he commands!’ The Messenger 
of Allah 3% was sitting with Abu Bakr by his side. Abu Bakr, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said, This woman has come 
and I am afraid she will see you.’ The Prophet #4 said, 


age Sep 
‘Certainly she will not see me.» and he recited Qur’an through 


which he was protected from her: 


CEES Che CaN ESV Gall Ges Sk Uh cee 215 pp 
And when you recite the Qur'an, We put between you and 
those who believe not in the Hereafter, an invisible veil}. 


She came and found Abu Bakr, but she did not see the 
Prophet #%. She said, ‘O Abu Bakr, I have heard that your 
companion is lampooning me.’ Abu Bakr said, ‘No, by the Lord 
of this House [the Ka‘bahj, he is not lampooning you.’ Then 
she went away, saying, The Quraysh know that I am the 
daughter of their master.'"") 


CBSE es KE hsp 


(1 Musnad Abu Yai 1:53. 
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¢And We have put coverings over their hearts, 
Akinnah (coverings) is the plural of Kindn, which covers ‘the 
heart. | 
Cit Sp 


dlest they should understand it,» means, lest they should 
understand the Qur’an 


5 ETS 
¢and in their ears deafness> something that will stop them from 


hearing the Qur’an in such a way that they will understand it 
and be guided by it. 


55 Ai 5 Bp | 
€And when you make mention of your Lord Alone in ibe 
Qur'an,> 

means, when you declare Allah to be One in your recitation, 

and say Ld Iidha Mlallah, 

<iss> 
«they turn> means they turn away 
<is5 aS Sep 
¢on their backs, fleeing in extreme dislike .> 
As Allah says: 


Cth LE SM 2h Hla tay ait 25 yp 
¢And when Allah Alone is mentioned, the hearts of those who 


believe not in the Hereafter are filled with disgust (from the 
Oneness of Allah).> [39:45] 


4 4 BS 3S 45> 
€And when you make mention of your Lord Alone in the 
Qur'an,> 
Commenting on this Ayah, Qatadah said that when the 
Muslims said Ld Ndha Illallah, the idolators disliked this and 
found it intolerable. Iblis and his troops hated it, but Allah 


insisted on supporting it so that it would prevail over those 
who opposed it. Whoever uses it against his opponent will 
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prevail, and whoever fights for it will be victorious. Only the 
Muslims of the Arabian Peninsula, which can be traversed by 
a rider in a few nights, knew it and accepted it, out of all 
mankind.!! 
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447. We know best of what they listen to, when they listen to 
you. And when they take secret counsel, then the wrongdoers 
say: “You follow none but a bewitched man." 


€48. See what examples they have put forward for you. So they 
have gone astray, and never can they find a way. 


The Secret Counsel of Quraysh after hearing the Qur’an 


Allah tells His Prophet # about what the leaders of Quraysh 
discussed when they came and listened to him reciting Qur’an 
in secret, without their people knowing about it. They said 
that he was Mashur which according to the better-known view 
means someone affected by magic (Sihr); it may also mean a 
man who has a lung, i.e., a mere human being, as if they were 
saying that if you follow Muhammad, you will only be following 
a human being. This second suggestion does not sound 
correct, because what they meant here was that he was under 
the influence of Sihr (magic) which made him see dreams in 
which he learned these words that he recited. Some of them 
said he was a poet, or a soothsayer, or crazy, or a sorcerer. 
Allah says: 


£2, i sor 10 OB ye aa gee ff ag ye cote 4 uhe 
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€See what examples they have put forward for you. So they 
have gone astray, and never can they find a way. 


meaning, they will never be guided to the truth and will never 
find a way to reach it. Muhammad bin Ishaq said in As-Sirah: 
“Muhammad bin Muslim bin Shihab Az-Zuhri told me that it 
happened that Abu Sufyan bin Harb, Abu Jahl bin Hisham 
and Al-Akhnas bin Shurayq bin ‘Amr bin Wahb Ath-Thagafi, 
the ally of Bani Zahrah, went out one night to listen to the 


(I At-Tabari 17:458. 
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Messenger of Allah # when he was praying at night in his 
house. Each one of them took up a position for listening, and 
none of them knew that the others were also there. They 
stayed listening to him all night until dawn came. When they 
left, they met up on the read, each of them blaming the 
others, saying to one another, ‘Do not come back again, lest 
you give the wrong impression fi.e., that you like what you 
hear].’ Then they went away until the second night came, 
when each of them came back to his place and spent the 
night listening. When dawn came they left, then when they 
met up on the road, each of them blamed the others, saying 
the same as they had said the previous night. Then they went 
away until the third night came, when each of them came 
back to his place and spent the night listening. When dawn 
came they left, then when they met up on the road, they said 
to one another, ‘Let us not leave until we promise not to come 
back,’ so they made a promise to that effect, and went their 
separate ways. In the morning, Al-Akhnas bin Shurayq took 
his stick and went to the house of Abu Sufyan bin Harb, 
where he said, Tell me, O Abu Hanzalah [i.e., Abu Sufyan], 
what do you think of what you have heard from Muhammad?” 
Abu Sufyan said, ‘O Abu Thatabah [i.e., Al-Akhnas], by Allah, 
I have heard something I understand and I know what. is 
meant by it, and I have heard things I do not understand and 
do not know what is meant by it.’ Al-Akhnas said: “Me too, by 
the One by Whom you swore.’ Then he left and went to Abu 
Jahl, and entered his house. He said, ‘O Abu Al-Hakam (ic., 
Abu Jahl], what do you think of what you have heard from 
Muhammad?’ He said, ‘What did you hear?’ He said, ‘We and 
Banu ‘Abd Manéaf competed for honor and position: they fed 
people so we fed people, they engaged in battle so we engaged 
in battle, they gave so we gave, until we were neck and neck, 
like race horses. Then they said, we have a Prophet among us 
who receives revelation from heaven. How could we compete 
with that? By Allah we will never believe in him.’ Then Al- 
Akhnas got up and left him.”!! 
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1) Ibn Hisham 1 :337. 
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449. And they say: ‘When we are bones and fragments 


(destroyed), should we really be resurrected (to be) a new 
creation?"'> 


€50. Say: ‘Be you stones or iron,''> 


€51. “Or some created thing that is yet greater (or harder) in 
your breasts." Then, they will say: ‘Who shall bring us back 
(to life)?"’ Say: ‘‘He Who created you first!"’ Then, they will 
shake their heads at you and say: ‘When will that be?" Say: 
“Perhaps it is near!""> 


€52. On the Day when He will call you, and you will answer 
with (words of) His praise and obedience, and you will think 
that you have stayed (in this world) but a little while!> 


Refutation of Those Who do not believe in Life after 
Death 


Allah tells us about the disbelievers who think it very 
unlikely that the Resurrection will happen and who say, in a 
tone of denial, 


4035 Cae & 6S 
«When we are bones and fragments .> 


meaning earth. This was the view of Mujahid. ‘Ali bin Abi 
Talhah reported from Ibn ‘Abbas that it means dust.!") 


$iu35 Ar 5gns bA> 
«should we really be resurrected (to be) a new creation?» 


meaning, on the Day of Resurrection after we have 
disintegrated and become nothing, and have been forgotten. 
Allah tells us about them elsewhere: 
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[1 At-Tabari 17:464. 
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<They say: ‘Shall we indeed be returned to (our) former state 
of life? Even after we are crumbled bones?" They say: “It. 
would in that case, be a return with loss!''> (79:10-12). 


And, 


See 44 pene 
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¢And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own 
creation.» until the end of two Aydt. (36:78-79) 


Allah commands His Messenger #% to respond to them, so He 
says: 
4B Tie OS SD 
<Say (O Muhammad): ‘Be you stones or iron,"> - which are more 
difficult to restore than bones and fragments, 


t 2 
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<€Or some created thing that is yet greater (or harder) in you 
breasts .> 


Ibn Ishaq narrated from Ibn Abi Najih from Mujahid: 4 
asked Ibn ‘Abbas about that, and he said: This is death.” 
‘Atiyah reported that Ibn ‘Umar explained of this Ayah: “If: you 
were dead I would still resurrect you.”!"! This was also the 
view of Said bin Jubayr, Abu Salih, Al-Hasan, Qataddah, Ad- 
Dahhak and others.!?] This means that if you were to assume 
that you would become dead, which is the opposite of living, 
Allah will resurrect you when He wills, for nothing can stop 
Him when He wills a rie 


45> G Kes HE SD 


Or some created thing that is yet greater (or harder) in your 
breasts .> 


Mujahid said: “This means the heavens, earth and 

mountains.” According to another report, “Whatever you want 

to be, go ahead, Allah will still resurrect you after you die.” 
Ct o SSA 

1! At-Tabari 17 :463. 

(2) At-Tabari 17 :463. 
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€Then, they will say: ‘Who shall bring us back (to life)?''> 


meaning, who will resurrect us if we are stones or iron or 
some other strong created thing? 


455 St SAS call Bp 


€Say : “He Who created you first!""} meaning, He Who created you 
when you were nothing, then you became human beings, 
walking about. He is able to create you anew, no matter what 
you have become. 


GEL SS BIST US St 59 
<And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat 
it; and this is easier for Him. [30:27] 


Cpposed AY Spas > 
<Then, they will shake their heads at you> 


Ibn ‘Abbas and Qatddah said, “They will move their heads in a 
gesture of mockery.”!! This view expressed by Ibn ‘Abbas and 
Qatadah is what the Arabs understand from the language, 
because the word used Fasayunghidin indicates an up-and- 
down movement Nughdd. A word derived from the same root, 
Naghd, is used to refer to the young of the ostrich, because 
when it walks, it walks quickly and moves its head. The same 
word is used to describe a tooth when it becomes loose and is 
detached from its place. 
CBS SAis> 
qand say: “When will that be?’'> This shows that they thought it 
very unlikely that it would happen, as Allah says: 
Wigs LF y tl is FBS 
¢And they say: ‘When will this promise (i.e. Resurrection) be 
fulfilled, if you are truthful?''> (36:48) 


4 BBY Gol Gy Seca 


<Those who believe not therein seek to hasten it [the Hour]> 
[42:18] 


(1 At-Tabari 17 :467. 
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<Say: “Perhaps it is near!''? meaning, beware of it, for it is at 
hand and will no doubt come to you, and what will be will be. 


405 (3D 
€On the Day when He will call you,» meaning the Lord, may He 
be blessed and exalted: 


digee pc i el 3 of a ie wes A 
«When He will call you by a single call, behold, you will come 
out from the earth} (30:25) 


meaning, when He commands you to come out from the earth, 
for nothing can oppose Him or prevent His command from 
being fulfilled. Rather, it is as He says: 


4.25 ail @® t5 ¥y Gai tp 
€And Our commandment is but one as the twinkling of an eye> 
(54:50) 
qe ba S 4 G3 Jit 13 not US 3 > 
«Verily, Our Word unto a thing when We intend it, is only 
that We say unto it: ‘‘Be!”’ - and it is (16:40) 


Prec + 
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<But it will be only a single Zajrah When behold, they find 
themselves (on the surface of the earth) alive (after their 
death) .> (79:13-14), 


meaning, it will be just one definitive command, then the 
people will have come out from the inside of the earth to its 
surface, as Allah says: 


r orevee iti 4S Fy te> 


€On the Day when He will call you, and you will answer wilh 
(words of) His praise> 


meaning, you will all rise up in response to His command. and 
in obedience to His will. 


"1 See the explanation of Sdrat An-Ndz ‘iat [79 :13-14]. 
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4535) > 


¢and you will think? means, on the Day when you rise up from 
your graves, 


5 yp 
<that you have stayed> in this earthly abode, 
Ci Wp 
<but a little while.» This is like the Ayah: 
4002 Fhe Wt I Ey E> 
<The Day they see it, (it will be) as if they had not tarried (in 
this world) except an afternoon or a morning.» (79:46). 


Allah says: 
eng) Ba ah abi dea ols G Be 
<The Day when the Trumpet will be blown: that Day, We shall 
gather the blue or blind-eyed with thirst. They will speak in a 
very low voice to each other (saying): “You stayed not longer 
than ten (days)."" We know very well what they will say, when 


the best among them in knowledge and wisdom will say: “You 
stayed no longer than a day!"'> (20:102-104). 


€255SGR BE GUS pte oR Gall 2b LEU ei asd 
¢And on the Day that the Hour will be established, they will 
swear that they stayed not but an hour - thus were they ever 
deluded.» (30:55) 


NNN JESS BEI YE ine Se ONT 9 AY 

qncaps 2k KA JSG) 28 y Js 
<He will say: ‘What number of years did you stay on earth?” 
They will say: ‘We stayed a day or part of a day. Ask of those 


who keep account." He will say: ‘You stayed not but a little, if 
you had only known!" (23:112-114). 


€ 
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tty 
€53. And say to My servants that they should say those words 
that are best. (Because) Shaytan verily, sows a state of conflict 


and disagreement among them. Surely, Shaytan is to man a 
plain enemy.> 


People should speak Good Words with Politeness 


Allah commands His servant Muhammad (3) to tell the 
believing servants of Allah that they should address one 
another in their conversations and discussions with the best 
and politest of words, for if they do not do that, Shaytdn will 
sow discord among them, and words will lead to actions, so 
that evil and conflicts and fights will arise among them. For 
Shaytdn is the enemy of Adam and his descendants, and has 
been since he refused to prostrate to Adam. His enmity is 
obvious and manifest. For this reason it is forbidden for a man 
to point at his Muslim brother with an iron instrument, for 
Shaytdn may cause him to strike him with it. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said: “The 
Messenger of Allah 28 said: 


tx Sf je na) ici SIH Y rar Faecal asl J exea ‘jet Yo 
ON Sp ep BB ot 
«No one of you should point at his brother with a weapon, for 


he does not know whether Shaytan will cause him to strike him 
with it and thus be thrown into a pit of Fire.»!") 


Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded this Hadith with the chain 
of narration from ‘Abdur-Razzaq.'” 
aes} pas KES TS etches iS ot is aA mcs ol K Sh $ 
452395 395 UNG Ge & Sel Ge cies 2ais ae Seat ge At 
454. Lord knows you best; if He wills, He will have mercy on 


you, or if He wills, He will punish you. And We have not sent 
you as a guardian over them.> 


455. And your Lord knows best all who are in the heavens and 


(1) Ahmad 2:317. 
(2) Fath Al-Bari 13:26, Muslim 4:2020. 
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the earth. And indeed, We have preferred some of the Prophets 
above others, and to Dawiid We gave the Zabiir.> 


Allah says: 
4K GS Sosy 
€Your Lord knows you best ;> O mankind, 


meaning, He knows best who among you deserves to be 
guided and who does not deserve to be guided. 


45055 ic ayy 


if He wills, He will have mercy on you,> by helping you to obey 
Him and turn to Him. 


r4 


5S SS 16 4 


dor if He wills, He will punish you. And We have not sent 
you} - O Muhammad - 
41.25 pele> 
€as a guardian over them.» meaning, ‘We have sent you as a 


warner, so whoever obeys you, will enter Paradise and whoever 
disobeys you, will enter Hell.’ 


CNG SSSI 3 3 A Bid 
€And your Lord knows best all who are in the heavens and the 
earth > 
meaning, their status or level of obedience or disobedience. 


The Preference of some Prophets above Others 


2 ae oe eee 


¢And indeed, We have preferred some of the Prophets above 
others.» 
As Allah says: 
S555 HS is OE AS Ss BS LS LT cw 
«Those Messengers! We preferred some of them to others; to 


some of them Allah spoke (directly); others He raised to degrees 
(of honor.) [2:253] 


This does not contradict the report in the Two Sahihs which 
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says that the Messenger of Allah 2 said: 
aa De 35 Lad Vo 


«Don’t give superiority to any Prophet among (Allah' ) 

Prophets»! 
What is meant in this Hadith is giving a superiority based on 
whims and fanaticism or sectarian feelings, not on the basis of 
evidence. If there is solid evidence, we have to follow it. There 
is no dispute that the Messengers are better than the rest of 
the Prophets, and that the mighty Messengers of Great Resolve 
are the best of all. They are the five mentioned in two Ayat of 
the Qur’an, in Sdrat Al- Aner 


eo HB S85 GIS BI op Des ihe S5BN OT Syd 
And (remember) when We took from the Prophets their 
covenant, and from you and from Nith, Ibrahim, Misa and a 
son of Maryam .> [33:7] 

and in Surat Ash-Shura: 


RAY) poo za Ky 3 ait ts waits Gs oy (529 G ol Y iS oie 
453 BS YG Sal Yl J Bey 
¢He has ordained for you the same religion which He ordained 
for Nith, and that which We have revealed to you, and that 
which We ordained for Ibrahim, Misa and ‘Isai saying you 
should establish religion and make no divisions in it.» [42:13] ' 
There is no dispute that Muhammad # is the best of them, 
then Ibrahim, then Masa, then ‘sd (peace be upon them all), 
according to the best-known view. We have discussed the 
evidence for this in detail elsewhere, and Allah is the source of 
help. Allah’s saying, 


455 aed el 4 a 


Hp dls oles 


dand to Dawiid We gave the Zabiir.> 


is an indication of his virtue and honor. Al-Bukhari recorded 
from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet # said: 


opdas OF YS 0358 SKS o 525 did, ib SS Syd 355s fe Gs 


(1 Fath Al-Bari 6:519, Muslim 4:1844. 
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yam eseeae ‘The Qur'an (i.e. revea- 
Abe Pa. or 4 See 7 Ghee 8 *. I ] 7] 
a Sst SOUT AAS i 6 ed Scripture of Zabiir) 


was made easy for Da- 
wid, so he would call for 
his mounts to be saddled, 
and he would finish recit- 
ing it (i.e., the Zabiir) be- 
fore the job was done 0!) 
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456. Say: “Call upon 
those - besides Him 
whom you pretend. They 
have neither the power 
to remove the adversity 
from you nor even to 
shift (it from you to 


SPL MOMS 
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another person)."'> 
€57. Those whom they call upon, desire a means of access to 
their Lord, as to which of them should be the nearest; and they 
hope for His mercy and fear His torment. Verily, the torment of 
your Lord is (something) to be afraid of!> 


The gods of the Idolators can neither benefit nor harm; 
rather they themselves seek to draw close to Allah 


Allah says: 
<i> 
¢Say> O Muhammad to these idolators who worship things 


Ul Fath ALBari 6 :522. 
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other than Allah, 
4.43: oe 2255 ud isi etd 


<Call upon those - besides Him whom you pretend.> such as idols 
and rivals of Allah. Even if you turn to them, i 


4X2 hi GE OSG % 
<They have neither the power to remove the adversity from you> they 
have no such power at all, 


eet se 


44 Ys) 


¢nor even to shift (it from you to another person .)> 


to lift the distress from you and give it to someone else. The 
meaning is that the only one Who is able to do that is Allah 
Alone, with no partner or associate, Who is the One Who 
creates and issues commands. 


42 al il p> 
€Say: “Call upon those whom you pretend» 


Al-‘Awfi reported from Ibn ‘Abbas, “The people of Shirk used 
to say, ‘we worship the angels and the Messiah and ‘Uzayr,’ 
while these (the angels and the Messiah and ‘Uzayr) 
themselves call upon Allah.”"! 


43% EK asl> 
Those whom they call upon, desire> 


Al-Bukhari recorded from Sulayman bin Mahran Al-A‘mash, 
from Ibrahim, from Abu Ma‘mar, from ‘Abdullah: 


qh 2 hh Oe se Sai iil 
«Those whom they call upon, desire a means of access to their 
Lord,> 


“Some of the Jinn used to be worshipped, then they became 
Muslims.” According to another report: “Some humans used to 
worship some of the Jinn, then those Jinn became Muslim, but 
those pumans adhered to their religion (of worshipping the 
Jinn).” 


0) At-Tabari 17:471. 
[21 Fath Al-Bari 8 :249, 250. 
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ver gees So 55> 


Eras ES 2255 OAS 
«they hope for His mercy and fear His torment .> 
Worship cannot be complete or perfect unless it is 
accompanied by both fear and hope. Fear stops one from 


doing things that are forbidden, and hope makes one do more 
good deeds. 


4032 SE Ses ake > 
<Verily, the torment of your Lord is (something) to be afraid 
of!> 

meaning, one should beware of it and be afraid lest it happen. 
We seek refuge with Allah from that. 


see 
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458. And there is not a town (population) but We shall destroy 
it before the Day of Resurrection, or punish it with a severe 
torment. That is written in the Book (of Our decrees)> 


The Destruction or Torment of all Disbelieving Towns 
before the Hour begins 


Here Allah tells us that He has decreed and it is written in 
Al-Lawh Al-Mahfiz (The Preserved Tablet) which is with Him, 
that there is no town that He will not destroy by wiping out all 
its people or by punishing them, 


£ 
€iyah (dep 


with a severe torment .> 


either by killing them or sending calamities upon them as He 
wills. This will be because of their sins, as Allah says of the 
past nations: 


Fecal Gb ts EE wp 
<We wronged them not, but they wronged themselves.> 
[11:101] 


45692 GA is 5G OA dts cavi> 


Te 


€So it tasted the evil result of its affair (disbelief), and the 
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consequence of its affair (disbelief) was loss.> [65:9] 
4.05 AF se 5 of BD 
¢And many a town (population) revolted against the command 
of its Lord and His Messengers ;> [65:8] and many Ayat. 
(US Got SOT 5 Ges OAT Gy, Slee TY SH LE A Ee > 
Cag YN 1 
459. And nothing stops Us from sending the Ayat but that the 
people of old denied them. And We sent the she-camel to 
Thamiid as a clear sign, but they did her wrong. And We sent 
not the signs except to make them afraid (of destruction).» 


The Reason why Allah did not send Signs or Miracles 


Said bin Jubayr said, “The idolators said: ‘O Muhammad, 
you claim that before you there were Prophets, among whom 
was one to whom the wind was subjugated, and another who 
could bring the dead back to life. If you want us to believe in 
you, ask your Lord to turn As-Safa’ into gold for us.’ Allah 
conveyed to him by inspiration (Wahy): 1 have heard what 
they have said. If you wish, I will do what they say, but if they 
do not believe after that, the punishment will come down upon 
them, because after the sign has been sent, there is no room 
for speculation. Or if you wish, I will be patient with your 
people and give them more time.’ He said: 


try End 2509 


«O Lord, give them more time.»”\"! 


This was also narrated by Qatadah, Ibn Jurayj and others.'?! 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The people of 
Makkah asked the Prophet # to turn As-Safa’ into gold for 
them, and to remove the mountains (from around Makkah) so 
that they could cultivate the land. It was said to him (by 
Allah): ‘If you wish, I will be patient and give them more time, 
or if you wish, I will do what they are asking, but if they then 
disbelieve, they will be destroyed as the nations before them 


(1) At-Tabari 17:477. These narrations are supported by the Hadith of 
Ibn ‘Abbas recorded by Ahmad. See below. 


(2) At-Tabari 17 :477. 
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were destroyed.’ He said, 
tot ELI ee 
‘No, be patient and give them more time.» Then Allah revealed: 
CONG Shee I OM LE Ie 
<And nothing stops Us from sending the Ayat but that the 
people of old denied them.>" 
An-Nasa'i also reported this from the Hadith of Jarir.'?! 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said: The Quraysh 


said to the Prophet #%, “Ask your Lord to turn As-Safa’ into 
gold and we will believe in you.” He said, 


ey glade t 

(Will you really do that?» They said, “Yes.” So he asked his 
Lord, and Jibril came to him and said: “Your Lord conveys His 
Salam to you and says, If you wish, I will turn As-Safa’ into 
gold for them, then whoever of them disbelieves after that, will 
be punished with a torment the like of which has never be 
seen in creation; or if you wish, I will open the gates of 
repentance and mercy for them.’ ” He said, 


BESH5 B31 LG fo 
‘Rather the gates of repentance and mercy.0!*! 
442 Y S55 3 > 

€And We sent not the signs except to make them afraid (of 

destruction) .> 
Qatadah said, “Allah makes people afraid with whatever signs 
He wills, so that they may learn a lesson and remember and 
return to Him. We were told that Al-Kifah was shaken at the 
time of Ibn Mas‘ad, who said: ‘O people, your Lord is rebuking 
you, so pay heed!”"4! Similarly, it was reported that Al-Madinah 


was struck by several earthquakes at the time of Umar bin Al- 
Khattab. ‘Umar said: “You have changed, by Allah, and if such a 


(1) Ahmad 1:258. 

71 An-Nasai in Al-Kubré 6 :380, At-Tabari 17:476. 
3] Ahmad 1:242. 

41 At-Tabari 17:478. 
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‘The sun and the moon 

are two of the signs of 
Allah, and they are not eclipsed for the death or life of anyone. Allah 
uses them to make His servants afraid, so if you see them, hasten to 
remember Him, call on Him and seek His forgiveness.» Then he said: 
tO Ummah of Muhammad, by Allah, no one has a greater sense of 
jealousy than Allah if He sees His servant, or female servant, 
committing Zina (illegal sexual intercourse). O Ummah of Muham- 


mad, if you knew what I know, you would laugh little and weep 
much.1'2| 


ay Ce yh 2 ve “398 so 525 
{i 


Ibn Abi Shaybah, 2 :473. 
[2] Fath Al-Bari 2:615, Muslim 2:618. 
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€60. And (remember) when We told you: ‘‘Verily, your Lord 
has encompassed mankind.” And We made not the vision which 
We showed you but a trial for mankind, and (likewise) the 
accursed tree in the Qur'an. We warn and make them afraid 
but it only increases them in naught save great disbelief, 
oppression and disobedience to Allah.> 


Allah has encompassed Mankind and made the Vision of 
His Prophet a Trial for Them 


Allah says to His Messenger #, encouraging him to convey 
the Message and informing him that He is protecting him from 
the people, that He is able to deal with them and that they are 
in His grasp and under His domination and control. 

50h, 1 5 4 HE 
€And (remember) when We told you: "Verily, your Lord has 
encompassed mankind. .'"> 
Mujahid, ‘Urwah bin Az-Az-Zubayr, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and 
others said, “This means, He protected you from them.”!!! 
toll £3 SS oS I UD 
<And We made not the vision which We showed you but a trial 
for mankind,> 
Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said: 
Koch 25 EI il i he HD 
¢And We made not the vision which We showed you but a trial 
for mankind,> 


“This is the vision which the Messenger of Allah 3% saw with 
his own eyes on the night when he was taken on the Night 
Journey (AL-Isra’). 


¢and (likewise) the accursed tree in the Qur'an .> 
refers to the Tree of Zagqum.”"! This was also recorded by 
(1) At-Tabari 17:479, 480. 
(2! Fath Al-Bari 8 :250. 
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Ahmad, ‘Abdur-Razzaq and others.'") It was also reported by 
Al-‘Awfi from Ibn ‘Abbas.'?! | 

It was also interpreted as referring to the Night of the Isra’ 
by Mujahid, Said bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan, Masraq, Ibrahim, 
Qatadah, ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd and several others.! |We 
have already quoted at length a comprehensive collection of 
Hadith about the Isrd’ at the beginning of this Surah, praise 
be to Allah. We have also already stated that some people gave 
up their Islam after they had been following the truth, because 
their hearts and minds could not comprehend that, and they 
denied what their knowledge could not grasp, but Allah 
caused it to increase and strengthen the faith of others; and 
so He says: 


454 Sp 


¢but a trial>, meaning a test. As for the cursed tree, this is, the 
Tree of Zaqqum.'*] When the Messenger of Allah 2% told them 
that he had seen Paradise and Hell, and seen the Tree of 
Zaqqum, they did not believe that, and Abu Jahl, upon whom 
be the curses of Allah, even said, “Bring us some dates land 
butter,” and he started eating them and saying, “Let us have 
some Zaqquim, we don’t know any other Zagqqum but this.” 
This was narrated by Ibn ‘Abb&s, Masragq, Abu Malik, | Al- 
Hasan Al-Basri and others. Everyone who interpreted the Ayah 
to refer to the Night of the Isrd’, also interpreted it to refer to 
the Tree of Zaqqum.'*! 


{ 


44 oA, 25 


¢[We] make them afraid? meaning, ‘We make the disbelievers 
afraid with Our warnings and punishments and torment.’ 


qi Cea Sy chs, GY 


¢but it only increases them in naught save great disbelief, 
oppression and disobedience to Allah.> 


1 Ahmad 1:221, ‘Abdur-Razzéq 2 :380. 
2] At-Tabari 17:481, 484. 

(3) At-Tabari 17:480, 481, 482. 

4] See Surat As-Saffat [37 :62]. 

(5) At-Tabari 17 :484, 485, 486. 
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means, it only pushes them further into their disbelief and 
misguidance, and this is because Allah has forsaken them. 
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¢61. And (remember) when We said to the angels: ‘'Prostrate 
yourselves unto Adam." They prostrated themselves except 
Iblis. He said: "Shall I prostrate myself to one whom You 
created from clay?'’> 


€62. He said: ‘See this one whom You have honored above me, 
if You give me respite to the Day of Resurrection, I will surely, 
seize and mislead his offspring, all but a few!''> 


The Story of Adam and Iblis 


Allah mentions here the enmity of Iblis, may the curse of 
Allah be upon him and his progeny. This is an ancient hatred, 
dating from the time that Allah created Adam, when He 
commanded the angels to prostrate to Adam, and all of them 
prostrated except Iblis, who was too arrogant and he haughtily 
refused to prostrate to him. He said in a tone indicating 
contempt: 


40, SE 3 RK 56> 


<He said: “Shall I prostrate myself to one whom You created 
from clay?"> 
According to another Ayah, he said: 
4b oe BES JC BE SE Up 
<I am better than he. You created me from fire, and You 
created him from clay.> [7:12] 


He also said, speaking to the Lord with disbelief and insolence, 
but the Lord bore it patiently: 
Ci Sihee ol US SES Sep 


¢He said: “See this one whom You have honored above 
me..." 
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‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abb&s said, “He is 
saying, ‘I am going to dominate his offspring, all but a few. us 
Mujahid said (it means), “I am going to surround them.” Ibn 
Zayd said (it means), “I am going to lead them astray. nl) All of 
them are close in meaning, and the meaning of the Ayah | is, 
“Do You see this one whom You have honored and made 
greater than me? If You give me time, I will lead his 
descendants astray, all but a few of them.” 
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463. (Allah) said: ‘Go, and whosoever of them follows-you, 
surely, Hell will be the recompense of you (all) an ample 
recompense .> 

464. “And fool them gradually, those whom you can among 
them with your voice, Ajlib upon them with your cavalry and 
your infantry, share with them wealth and children, and make 
promises to them." But Shaytin promises them nothing but 
deceit .> 

465. ‘Verily, My servants, you have no authority over them. 
And All-Sufficient is your Lord as a Guardian."'> 


When Iblis asked for respite, Allah said to him: 
Soaii> 
‘€Go,> I will give you respite.’ According to another Ayah (Allah) 
said: 


4B HL AL © Sy liSi bs SBD 


<Verily, you are of those allowed respite till the Day of the time 
appointed .> (38:80-81). 


Then Allah warned him and those who follow him among the 
progeny of Adam about Hell: 


CBG es SB HH SS C8 SD 


1 At-Tabari 17 :489. 
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€(Allah) said: “Go, and whosoever of them follows you, surely, 
Hell will be the recompense of you (all)> 


meaning, for your deeds. 


459% Ted 
an ample recompense.» Mujahid said, “Sufficient recompense.”!! 


Qatadah said, “It will be abundant for you and will not be 
decreased for you.”?! 


(cise (fs GET gf YEAGD 


¢And fool them gradually those whom you can among them 
with your voice,> 
It was said that this refers to singing. Mujahid said, “With idle 


entertainment and singing,” meaning, influence them with 
that. 


4 Sibyl SBE op GED 
€And fool them gradually those whom you can among them 
with your voice,> . 

Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Every caller who calls people to disobey 
Allah.” This was the view of Qatadah, ! and was also the 
opinion favored by Ibn Jarir. 


Ee HS pple Cad 
€Ayjib upon them with your cavalry and your infantry .> 
Send your troops and cavalry and infantry against them. The 
meaning is, send whatever forces you have at your disposal 


against them. This is a command (related to the divine decree), 
as Allah says elsewhere: 


Cay bt obser Oe 2p oe poe ter aE oe 4 
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<See you not that We have sent the Shayatin against the 
disbelievers to push them to do evil.> ( 19:83), 


Ol at-Tabari 17 :490. 
21 At-Tabari 17:490. 
3] At-Tabari 17:490. 
4] At-Tabari 17:491. 
(5) At-Tabari 17:491. 
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meaning, to provoke them and drive them towards evil. 
4s We ple > 
¢Ajlib upon them with your cavalry and your infantry ,> | 

Ibn ‘Abbas and Mujahid said, “Everyone who rides or walks 
to go and commit sin and disobey Allah. *11) Qatadah said, He 
has infantry and cavalry among the Jinn and among humans. 
They are the ones who obey him.”#! The Arabs use the verb 
Ajlaba when describing somebody shouting at another person. 
Hence it is forbidden in races to shout at one another and 


push one another. From this root is also derived the word 
Jalabah, which means raising voices. 


42595 WAT 3 AEES> 
éand share with them wealth and children,> 


Ibn ‘Abbas and Mujahid said, “This means what he commands 
them to do of spending money in disobedience to Allah, may 
He be exalted.”!*! 


425965) 
éand children,> 

Ibn’ Abbas, as reported by Al-‘Awfi, Mujahid and Ad- Dahhak 
said, “This means the children of Zind (i.e., illegitimate 
children). "41 ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, 
“This means the children whom they used to kill out of folly, 
without knowledge.”§! Qatadah reported that Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri said: “Allah caused Shaytdn to take a share of wealth 
and children by making them Magians, Jews and Christians, 
and making them follow any religion other than Islam, and by 


making them give a part of their wealth to the Shute 161 
Qatadah said the same.!7! 


4.595 JT 3 45> 

(1) at-Tabari 17:491, 492. 

[7] at-Tabari 17:491. 

[3] At-Tabari 17 :493. 

4] At-Tabari 17 :494. 

(S) At-Tabari 17:494. 
(6) at-Tabari 17:495. 
(71 1At-Tabari 17:495. 
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€and share with them wealth and children .> 
_The fact that only wealth and children are mentioned in this 
Ayah, does not mean that it is limited only to those things. 
Everything in which a person disobeys Allah or obeys the 
Shaytan means that he is sharing with him. It was reported in 
Sahih Muslim from ‘lyad bin Himar that the Messenger of Allah 
2% said: 
ie pasta buts reels HES corte LHS Bi je Se a Ae 
wp) CELE G gle 2555 tans 
‘Allah the Mighty and Exalted says, “I have created My 
servants as Hunafa' [monotheists], then the Shayiitin come to 


them and lead them astray from their religion and (tell that) 

what I have permitted for them is forbidden to them.'’»!1| 
According to the Two Sahihs, the Messenger of Allah 3% said: 

eg Sus ee Ag it ty OE aE cab Sf sigh oy act Sf sh 


eA Se ye aot tyr 2 Moe poder oF cs ¢ or eehte pe T1f 0% 
ase Siti Sn od WS 3 5 GS Sa O) Sb C55 Ge Sth 


‘When one of you wants to have intercourse with his wife, let 
him say, ‘In the Name of Allah. O Allah, keep us away from 
Shaytin and keep Shaytin away from what you bestow on us 
(children).’ Then if a child is decreed for them from that, the 
Shaytan will never harm him.0'?1 


dive Yy oh 
<'"...and make promises to them.”’ But Shaytain promises them 
nothing but deceit .> 


As Allah tells us, Iblis will say, on the Day when the matter 
is decided: 


. 7 eee 


\ pod ly wehbe 


€2 Aik g Lan gu a oe <5 if yy 


<Verily, Allah promised you a promise of truth. And I too 
promised you, but I betrayed you.> [14:22] 


CEL ote a SS atte Up 


(1 Muslim 4:2197. 
[21 Fath Al-Bari 6:376, Muslim 2:1058. 
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<Verily, My servants, you have no authority over them.» 


Here Allah tells us that He supports His believing servants, 
and guards and protects them against the accursed Shaytan. 
Allah says: 


th655 H, KD ! 
¢And All-Sufficient is your Lord as a Guardian.} meaning, as a 
Protector, Supporter and Helper. 
mK A SS HE A g AM Has og lt KO 
466. Your Lord is He Who drives the ship for you through the 


sea, in order that you may seek of His bounty. Truly, He is 
ever Most Merciful towards you .> 


Ships are a Sign of the Mercy of Allah 


Allah tells us of His kindness towards His servants by 
subjugating for them ships on the sea. He makes it easy, for 
them to use ships to serve their interests, seeking His bounty 


through trade between one region and another. He says: 
45 SOF Ap 
<Truly, He is ever Most Merciful towards you. meaning, He Goes 
this for you out of His grace : and mercy towards you. 
Seal 3 Baal At A Kea NG Sy 3 ow Jo i 3 i Keg s 
| {QUE 
467. And when harm touches you upon the sea, those that you 


call upon vanish from you except Him. But when He brings 
you safe to land, you turn away. And man is ever ungrateful. > 


When Harm befalls Them, the Disbelievers do not 
remember anyone except Allah 


Allah tells us that when harm befalls people, they call on Him, 
turning to Him and sincerely beseeching Him. Hence Allah says: 
i Ys AT g al KS yp 
¢And when harm touches you upon the sea, those that you call 
upon vanish from you except Him.> 


50 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


meaning, everything they worship besides Allah disappears 
from their hearts and minds. Similar happened to ‘Tkrimah bin 
Abi Jahl when he fled from the Messenger of Allah # after the 
conquest of Makkah, and headed for Ethiopia. He set out 
across the sea to go to Ethiopia, but a stormy wind arose. The 
people said to one another: “None can save you except Allah 
Alone.” Tkrimah said to himself, “By Allah if none can benefit 
on the sea except Allah then no doubt none can benefit on 
land except Allah. ‘O Allah! I promise You that if You bring me 
safely out of this, I will go and put my hand in the hand of 
Muhammad and surely, I will find him full of pity, kindness 
and mercy.” They came out of it safely and were delivered 
from the sea. Then Tkrimah went to the Messenger of Allah 3%, 
and declared his Islam, and he became a good Muslim, may 
Allah be pleased with him.") 


fal A A Ka 
€But when He brings you safe to land, you turn away.> 


means, you forget what you remembered of Divine Oneness 
(Tawhid) when you were on the sea, and you turn away from 
calling on Him Alone with no partner or associate. 


Ebi Soft BG) 

¢And man is ever ungrateful.» means, by nature he forgets and 

denies His blessings, except for those whom Allah protects. 
HWY Se eek LIM aK Le Ff Ahly 
€68. Do you then feel secure that He will not cause a side of 
the land to swallow you up, or that He will not send against 
you a Hasib? Then, you shall find no guardian.> 

Does not the Punishment of Allah come on Land too? 


Allah says, do you think that by emerging onto dry land you 
will be safe from His vengeance and punishment, that a side 
of the land will not swallow you up or He will not send against 
you a Hdsib - which is a kind of rain that carries stones? This 


(1) aLHakim 3:241. 


Sirah 17. Al-Isra’ (69) (Part-15 51 
was the view of Mya and others.!!! As Allah says: 
dbase 3 te fy 8 Vx Yr ot pele Cis Bp 


«Verily, We sent ane them, except the family of Lit, them 
We saved in the last hour of the night, As a favor from Us.> 
(54:34-35) 


Elsewhere, Allah says: 
hppith Soe ot Othe YE CLilp 


are e 


¢and We rained on them stones of Sijjil,!2! in a well-arranged 
manner one after anatiery 


3 Ava) J -” es an a Vo OP <p BN x eee al Kved) 3 oo duke 
divi yi OF fics oe KE LY 


€Do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven (Allah), 
will not cause the earth to sink with you, and then it should 
quake? Or do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven 
(Allah), will not send against you a Hasib? Then you shall 
know how (terrible) has been My warning» (67:16-17) | 
hess KE TS : 
Then, you shall find no guardian.» no helper to turn the 
punishment away from you and save you. 
4 BEE ty X35 we oo tol wk LK ak x6 a Cina ol fe) sl sip 
CUS gy Ce KE 
69. Or do you feel secure that He will not send you back a 
second time to sea and send against you a Qasif and drown you 
because of your disbelief? Then you will not find any apenger 
therein against Us.> 


Perhaps He will send You back to the Sea 
Allah says, 


<Or do you feel secure>, ‘you who turn away from Us after 


"1 at-Tabari 17 :498, from Qatadah. 
21 See the explanation of Surah Hid 11:82. 
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acknowledging Our Oneness at sea once you are back upon dry 
land,’ 


4558 op 
<that He will not send you back> to sea a second time 
<and send against you a Qasif> 
which will destroy your masts and sink your vessels. Ibn 


‘Abbas and others said, “Al-Qdsif is the wind of the sea which 
destroys vessels and sinks them.”!! 
GE Sd 
¢and drown you because of your disbeliefp means because of your 
rejection and turning away from Allah. 
425 4 CL SILL Y 2 
<Then you will not find any avenger therein against Us.> 

Ibn ‘Abbas said that this means a helper.'!?!_ Mujahid said, “A 
helper who will avenge you,” i.e., take revenge on your behalf.!*! 
Qatadah said it means, “We are not afraid that anyone will 
pursue Us with anything of that nature (i.e., vengeance). 


G HES oS ot AS ST Og A ES wD 
€70. And indeed We have honored the Children of Adam, and 
We have carried them on land and sea, and have provided them 
with Af-Tayyibat, and have preferred them above many of those 


whom We have created with a marked preferment>. 


The Honor and noble Nature of Man 


Allah tells us how He has honored the sons of Adam and 
made them noble by creating them in the best and most 
perfect of forms, as He says: 


(1) At-Tabari 17:500. 
(2) At-Tabari 17:500. 
(3) At-Tabari 17:500. 
(41 At-Tabari 17:500. 
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(Ops a Soy a ul 


<Verily, We created man in the best stature — > (95: 4)| | 
He walks upright on his two feet and eats with his hand, 


whilet other living creatures walk on four feet and eat with 
their mouths, and He has given him hearing, sight and a 
heart with which to understand all of that, to benefit from it, 
and distinguish between things to know which are good | for 
him and which are harmful, in both worldly and religious 
terms. ; 


Ai 3 ailzs> | 
éand We have carried them on land> means, on animals dich as 
cattle, horses and mules, and also on the sea in ships and 
boats, great and small. 

455i Go ABiGD 
and have provided them with At-Tayyibat,> 


meaning agricultural produce, fruits, meat, and milk with all 
kinds of delicious and desirable flavors and colors ‘and 
beautiful appearance, and fine clothes of all kinds of shapes 
colors and sizes, which they make for themselves or are 
brought to them by others from aa regions and areas. 


5, bre CG 3: “ge & eave 35> 


wt Lt 


€and have Need them above many of those whom We have 
created with a marked preferment.> 


means, over all living beings and other kinds of creation. This 
Ayah indicates that human are also preferred over the angels. 
sSe yok Ags ewe, AS ah 33 Asch 4 it § JE ios aS) 
{fone Ati gpl pail 3 dl wie 3 oY 5 OAS 3 M3 518 VG % 
471. (And remember) the Day when We shall call together all 
human beings with their (respective) Imam (i.e. the Book of 
deeds). So whosoever is given his record in his right hand, such 
will read their records, and they will not be dealt with seyustly 
in the least.> 
472. And whoever is blind in this [world] then he will be blind 
in the Hereafter, and most astray from the path.> 
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Everyone will be called by his Imaém on the Day of 
Resurrection 


Allah tells us that on the Day of Resurrection, he will call 
each people to account by its Imam. The scholars differed as 
to the meaning of this (i.c. Imam. Mujahid and Qatadah said 
that it meant each nation would be called to account by its 
Prophet. Some of the Salaf said this is the greatest honor for 
the people of Hadith, because their leader is the Prophet s. 
Ibn Zayd said it means they would be called to account by 
their Book which was revealed to their Prophet with its laws. 
This was also the view favored by Ibn Jarir. Ibn Abi Najih 
narrated that Mujahid said, “With their Books.” It may be that 
what is meant here is what Al-‘Awfi narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas 
concerning this Ayah, 


Kasih oll See 185 > 
€(And remember) the Day when We shall call together all 
human beings with their (respective) Imamp, 
which is that it refers to the Book (or record) of their deeds.!"! 


This was also the view of Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Al-Hasan and Ad- 
’ Dahhak.!! This view is the most correct, because Allah says: 


dead Oh a Sh ot > 


€and all things We have recorded with numbers (as a record) in 
a Clear Book [Fi Imamin Mubin]> [36:12] 


¢And the Book (one's record) will be placed, and you will see 


the criminals, fearful of that which is (recorded) therein> 
[18:49] 


oe Ae Dye tow AS S pete oe oS an, § o A a3 
hs ES ha WGK ao GS HT LS hh Ge A Se A yp 


€And you will see each nation humbled to their knees, each 
nation will be called to its record (of deeds). This Day you shall 
be recompensed for what you used to do. This Our record 


(1 At-Tabari 17:502. 
(2) At-Tabari 17:502, 503. 
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speaks about you with truth. Verily, We were recording what 
you used to do.> (45:28-29) 


This does not contradict the fact that the Prophet will be 
brought forward when Allah judges between his Ummah, for 
he will inevitably: be a witness against his Ummah over their 
deeds. But what is meant here by Imam is the Book of deeds. 
Allah says: 


ser oer ake Pane aed a ier: a ee ve os § peor recy j 
qs 57 agit tee, NSS OI 5S ALL gh) SS bess aS 2 
«(And remember) the Day when We shall call together all human 


beings with their (respective) Imam. So whosoever is given his 
record in his right hand, such will read their records,> . 


means, because of their happiness and joy at what is recorded 
therein of good deeds - they will read it and want to read it. 
As Allah says: 

CDi VF Bi UE ee KS at Cp 


ote 


<Then as for him who will be given his record in his right hand 
will say: ‘Here! read my record!> until His saying, 


dates 2 at & Cop 
<But as for him who will be given his record in his left hand,> 
[69:19-29] 
; 45.5 Sse 5d 
¢and they will not be dealt with unjustly in the least [Fatilan] .> 
We have already mentioned that the Fatil is the long thread 
in the groove of a date-pit. Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar 


recorded a Hadith from Abu Hurayrah according to which the 
Prophet 3% said, concerning the Ayah, 


pects gol See 125 Gd 
(And remember) the Day when We shall call together all 
human beings with their (respective) Imam .> 


» 


SRS ES Gat cnet Bb TAs ces Sey A Bel es 
SJ dS cast fe S53 gel i Ges Se asd yy te eb 
55 GR Sb pel 0 OS ysl a op Sey de, at Aah 
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wl i caete gb Dg5 ets $505 wh ch de Se Xe 
$5 ald 4 Gb ¥ ayn ds 33 bof ds dy 35 255,25 
O1AS be KL Jt5 JS Op a Saat: SES oo AE cai 
tOne of you will be called and will be given his Book in his 
right hand. He will be in a good physical state, with a white 
face, and there will be placed on his head a crown of shining 
pearls. He will go to his companions and they will see him from 
afar, and will say, ‘‘O Allah, let him come to us and bless us 
with this.” Then he will come to them and will say to them, 
“Rejoice, for every man among you will be like this." As for 
the disbeliever, his face will be black and his body will be 
enlarged. His companions will see him from afar and will say, 
“We seek refuge in Allah from this, or from the evil of this, O 
Allah, do not let him come to us." Then he will come to them 
and they will say, O Allah, humiliate him!" He will say, “May 
Allah cast you away, every man among you will be like this." 
Then Al-Bazzaér said: “This was only reported through this 
chain.) 
Cand wih 4 SE 5 
€And whoever is blind in this> 
Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said: this means 
in this worldly life. 


2) 
¢blind> means, blind to the signs and proofs of Allah. 
4 Pst 3 Hid 


¢then he will be blind in the Hereafter,» as he was blind in this 
world. 


SO 


¢and most astray from the path.) most astray as he was in this 
‘world. We seek refuge with Allah from that,!2! 


(1) Mawarid Az-Zaman no. 2588. 
(2) At-Tabari 17 :504, 50S. 
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73. Verily, they were 
about to tempt you away 
from that which We have 
revealed to you, to fabri- 
cate something other 
than it against Us, and 
then they would cer- 
tainly have taken you as 
an intimate friend! 

474. And had We not 
made you stand firm, 
you would nearly have 
inclined to them a little.> 
€75. In that case We would have made you taste a double 
portion in this life and a double portion after death. And then 
you would have found none to help you against Us.> 


sone 


How the Prophet 3% would have been punished if He had 
given in at all to the Disbelievers’ Demands that He 
change some of the Revelation 


Allah tells us how He supported His Prophet 3% and 
protected him and kept him safe from the evil plots of the 
wicked transgressors. Allah is the One Who took care of him 
and helped him, and would not leave him to any of His 
creation. He is the One Who is His Helper, Supporter and 
Protector, the One Who is to help him achieve victory and 
make His religion prevail over those who resist him and 
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oppose him and fight him in the east and in the west. May 
Allah send peace and blessings upon him until the Day of 
Judgement. 


i die SHIGE BY AS GET He ap 
€76. And verily, they were about to frighten you so much as to 
drive you out from the land. But in that case, they would not 
have stayed (therein) after you, except for a little while.> 


€77. A Sunnah with which We sent Our Messengers before 
you and you will not find any alteration in Our Sunnah.> 


The Reason why these Aydt were revealed 


This was revealed concerning the disbelievers among the 
Quraysh, when they wanted to expel the Messenger of Allah 2% 
from among themselves. So Allah issued a warning to them in 
this Ayah, telling them that if they expelled him, they would 
not stay in Makkah for very long after that. And this is what 
happened after he migrated from them when their persecution 
became so intense. Only a year and a half after that, Allah 
brought him and them together on the battlefield of Badr, 
without any pre-arranged appointment, and He caused him to° 
prevail over them and defeat them, so he killed their leaders 
and took their families as captives. Hence Allah said: 

40OF 5 on Bt 
€A Sunnah with which We sent 


meaning this is what We usually do to those who reject Our 
Messengers and persecute them by driving the Messenger out 
from among themselves - the punishment comes to them. If it 
were not for the fact that the Prophet # was the Messenger of 
Mercy, vengeance would have come upon them such as had 
never been seen before in this world. So Allah says: 
<3 es presen ail lee Up 
¢And Allah would not punish them while you are among 
them .> [8:33] My 


a 


, ores reek 5 C3ores orto Se ve we Pweg rae ft 
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7 7 Sa 
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€78. Perform the Salih from midday till the darkness of the 
night, and recite the Qur'an in the early dawn. Verily, the 
recitation of the Qur'an in the early dawn is ever witnessed.» | 


¢79. And in some parts of the night (also) offer the Salah eae 
it as an additional prayer for you. It may be that your Lord will 
raise you to Maqam Mahmiid.> 


The Command to offer the Prayers at their appointed 
Times 


Allah says, commanding His Messenger 2 to offer the 
prescribed prayers at the appointed times: 
dit ah Sa 3D 
<Perform the Salat from midday .> 
Hushaym narrated from Mughirah from Ash-Sha‘bi from Ibn 
‘Abbas: “Midday means when the sun is at its zenith.”!! This 
was also reported by Nafi‘ from Ibn ‘Umar,??! and by Malik in 
his Tafsir from Az-Zuhri from Ibn ‘Umar.'*! This was the 
opinion of Abu Barzah Al-Aslami and Mujahid, and of Al- 
Hasan, Ad-Dahhak, Abu Ja‘far Al-Bagir and Qatadah.'*1 


It is also understood to [generally] refer to the times of the 
five prayers. Allah said; 


€3i 5 St LAT aap 
from midday till the darkness of the night,> 


meaning darkness, or it was said, sunset. This was 
understood to mean Zuhr ‘Asr, Maghrib and ‘Isha’. 


Corse ose 


€ Gli 555> 
and recite the Qur'an in the early dawn.> 
meaning Salat Al-Fajr. The details of the timings of the prayers 


(1) At-Tabari 17:514. 
21 At-Tabari 17:515. 
IS! At-Tabari 17:515. 
(41 At-Tabari 17:515, 516. 
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were reported in the Mutawdtir Sunnah from the words and 
deeds of the Prophet #, and this is what the people of Islam 
have followed until the present day, passing it down from 
generation to generation, century after century, as we have 
stated in the appropriate place, praise be to Allah. 


The Meeting of the Angels at the Times of Fajr and ‘Asr 
Prayers 
CGE SE fat IS WD 
Verily the recitation of the Qur'an in the early down is ever 
witnessed .> 
Ibn Mas‘ad reported from Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be 
pleased with them both) that the Prophet 2 said concerning 
this Ayah : 
4605s Ol AM OS & Saal 5555) 
and recite the Qur'an in the early dawn. Verily, the recitation 
of the Qur'an in the early dawn is ever witnessed .> 
cyt asies oh dass Sag kn 
ult . mines by the angels of the night and the angels of the 
day. 
Al-Bukhari narrated from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet 
said: 
Basle Goins kegs Sykes GE ety he Ge eel sole Jue 
a pall so (6 YA! Kir ii 
«The prayer offered in congregation is twenty-five degrees better 
than the prayer offered individually, and the angels of the night 
and the angels of the day meet at Salat Al-Fajr.» 


Abu Hurayrah said: Recite, if you wish: 
4065p OR pail OOS y Sait S555 
¢and recite the Qur'an in the early dawn. Verily, the recitation 
of the Qur'an in the early dawn is ever witnessed .>!! 


(1 At-Tabari 17:520. 
[21 Fath AL-Bari 8 :251. 
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Imam Ahmad recorded from Ibn Mas‘dd and Abu Hurayrah 
that the Prophet #% said, concerning the Ayah: 


Qiiypls LB Aa WS &y SAT SSS > 
¢and recite the Qur'an in the early dawn. Verily, the recitation 
of the Qur'an in the early dawn is ever witnessed .> 


Bo, ee, a Se, oe, eee 
1G S95 JAN ASG caps 


alt ne epitneases by the angels of the night and the angels of the 
day 0! 


This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa’i, and Ibn Majah. 
At-Tirmidhi said, “It is Hasan Sahih.”?) According to the 
version recorded in the Two Sahihs from Abu Hurayrah, the 
Prophet 3% said: 

Bs Se le gb Ath lay Kis ply Rpt 55 5 Fuge 

SS CS oS BT 55 pis IS KG Use Sadll CS till nh 

Pn ee ee ee ee ee a ee - 

Gi glial 85 RUSS cA plied 5 (AUST S85 Sgate, 
‘The angels of the night and the angels of the day come! 
amongst you in successive groups (in shifts). They meet at the’ 
Morning prayer (Fajr) and at the Mid-afternoon prayer (‘Asr). 
Those who stayed among you at ascend, and their Lord asks 
them, although He knows best about you, ‘How did you leave 
My servants?" They say, ‘We came to them when they were 
praying and we left them when they were praying ."'s'*! 


‘Abdullah bin Mas‘dd said, “The two guards meet at Saldt Al- 
Fajr, and one group ascends while the other stays where. it 
is."4] These were the comments of Ibrahim An-Nakhai, 
Mujahid, Qatadah and others on the Tafsir of this Ayah.!*! 


(1) Ahmad 2:474. 


(2) Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:569, An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubré 6:381, Ibn Majah 
1:220. 


3] Fath Al-Bari 2:41, Muslim 1:439. 
(4) At-Tabari 17 :521. 
IS) At-Tabari 17 :521. 
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The Command to pray Tahajjud 


4 Gil oy LAGS JS Bad 


€And in some parts of the night (also) offer the Salah with it as 
an additional prayer for you.> 


Here Allah commands him (the Prophet 3) to offer further 
prayers at night after the prescribed prayers. It was reported 
in Sahih Muslim from Abu Hurayrah that when the Messenger 
of Allah #3 was asked which prayer is best after the prescribed 
prayers, he said, 


met] Het) 


‘The Night prayer''! Allah commanded His Messenger 3% to pray 
the Night prayer after offering the prescribed prayers, and the 
term Tahajjud refers to prayer that is offered after sleeping. This 
was the view of ‘Alqaamah, Al-Aswad, Ibrahim An-Nakha‘i and 
others.!?! It is also well-known from the Arabic language itself. A 
number of Hddiths report that the Messenger of Allah # used to 
pray Tahajjud after he had slept. These include reports from 
ibn ‘Abbas,'*! ‘A’ishah'*) and other Companions, may Allah be 
pleased with them. This has been discussed in detail in the 
appropriate place, praise be to Allah. 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “This is what comes after ‘Isha’, or it 
could mean what comes after sleeping.”!5! 

{al Std 

€an additional prayer (Nawafil)> means the Night prayer has been 
made an extra prayer specifically for the Prophet #, because all 
his previous and future sins had been forgiven. But for other 
members of his Ummah, offering optional prayers may expiate 


for whatever sins they may commit. This was the view of 
Mujahid,'®! and it was reported in Al-Musnad from Abu 


(I Muslim 2:821. 

[2] At-Tabari 17 :524. 
3! Fath Al-Bari 8:83. 
41 Fath ALBari 3:39. 
'S) At-Tabari 17 :524. 
(6) At-Tabari 17:525. 
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Umamah Al-Bahili.!"! 
qo Us Hs tae S gay 
<It may be that your Lord will raise you to Maqam Mahmiid.> 


meaning, ‘do that which you are commanded to do, and We 
will raise you to a station of praise and glory (Maqam Mahmud) 
on the Day of Resurrection, where all of creation will praise 
you,’ as will their Creator, may He be glorified and exalted. Ibn 
Jarir said, “Most of the commentators said, ‘This is the 
position to which Muhammad 3% will be raised on the Day of 
Resurrection, to intercede for the people so that their Lord will 
believe them of some of the hardships they are facing on that 
Day.” 

It was reported that Hudhayfah said, “Mankind will be 
gathered in one arena, where they will all hear the call and 
will all be seen. They will be standing barefoot and naked as 
they were created, and no person shall speak except by the 
leave of Allah. He will call out, ‘O Muhammad,’ and he will 
respond, 


‘At your service, all goodness is in Your Hands and evil is not 

to be attributed to You. The one who is guided is the one whom 
You guide. Your servant is before You, from You, and to You 
and there is no salvation or refuge from You except with You. 
May You be blessed and exalted, Glory be to You, Lord of the | 
House (the Ka‘bah).» 

This is the position of praise and honor iiaaaan Mahmud) 
which was mentioned by Allah.”*! 


Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The position of praise and honor is the 
position of intercession.”*! Ibn Abi Najih reported something 


(1) Ahmad 5:255. 

21 At-Tabari 17 :526. 
IS] At-Tabari 17 :526. 
(4) at-Tabari 17 :527. 
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similar from Mujahid, and this was also the view of Al-Hasan 
Al-Basri.!) 

Qatadah said, “He is the first one for whom the earth will be 
opened on the Day of Resurrection, and he will be the first one 
to intercede.”?! So the scholars consider this the position of 
praise and glory to which Allah referred in the Ayah: 


se 78s re 
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€It may be that your Lord will raise you to Magam Mahmid.> 


I, Ibn Kathir, say: the Messenger of Allah 2% will have honors 
in the Day of Resurrection in which no one else will have a 
share, honors which will not be matched by anyone else. He is 
the first one for whom the earth will be opened and he will 
come forth riding to the gathering place. He will have a banner 
under which Adam and anyone else will gather, and he will 
have the Hawd (Lake) to which no one else will have more 
access than he. He will have the right of the Grand 
Intercession with Allah when He comes to judge between His 
creation. This will be after the people ask Adam, then Nah, 
then Ibrahim, then Musa, then ‘Isa to intercede, and each of 
them will say, “I am not able for that.” Then they will come to 
Muhammad 3%, and he will say, 


ag Gf gd th 
«] can do that, I can do that.» 


We will mention this in more detail shortly, If Allah wills. 
Part of that will be that he will intercede for some people who 
had been commanded to be taken to Hell, and they will be 
brought back. He is the first Prophet whose Ummah will be 
judged, and the first to take them across the Bridge over the 
Fire, and the nee to intercede in Paradise, as was reported in 
Sahih Muslim. '8 

In the Hadith about the Trumpet, it says that none of the 
believers will enter Paradise except through his intercession. 
He will be the first to enter Paradise, and his Ummah will be 
the first nation to enter. He will intercede for the status to be 


Ul At-Tabari 17 :527. 
(2) At-Tabari 17:528. 
(31 Muslim 1:182. 
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raised for people whose deeds could not get them there. He is 
the one who will reach Al-Wasilah, which is the highest 
position in Paradise, which befits no one but him. When Allah 
gives permission for intercession on behalf of sinners, the 
angels, Prophets and believers will intercede, and he will 
intercede for people whose number is known only to Allah. No 
one will intercede like him and no one will match him in 
intercession.''! This has been explained in comprehensive 
detail at the end of the Book of Sirah, in the chapter on the 
specific qualities. Praise be to Allah. Now with the help of 
Allah we will mention the Hadiths that were reported 
concerning Al-Maqam Al-Mahmid. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn ‘Umar said: “On the Day of 
Resurrection, the people will be humbled to their knees, each 
nation following its Prophet and saying, ‘O so-and-so, 
intercede,’ ‘O so-and-so, intercede,’ until the power of 
intercession is given to Muhammad x, and that will be the 
day when Allah raises him to a position of praise and glory.!?! 

Ibn Jarir recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar said that the 
Messenger of Allah #& said: 


ast ifueer Quis ob aed oS Ge Sod Us ed 0 
gp GAS yn ls I nt Pa ote, SI 
03,28 Wis ai ky dad deh oy di, EG Sd GA 


«The sun will come close until the sweat reaches halfway up 
one's ears. When the people are in that state, they will ask 
Adam for help, and he will say, "I am not the one to do that.” 
Then they will ask Misa, and he will say likewise, then they 
will ask Muhammad, and he will intercede for the people and 
will go and take hold of the handle of the gate of Paradise, and 
that will be the Day when Allah resurrects him to a position of 
praise and glory .»!° 


Al-Bukhari also recorded it in the Book of Zakdh, where he 
added: 


(1 At-Tabarani in At-Tiwal no. 36. 
(21 Fath AL-Bari 8:25}. 
(31 at-Tabari 17 :529. 
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cals pos JE tAasy IS ts tots Win es dag 
‘That will be the Day when Allah resurrects him to a position 
of praise and glory, and all the people will praise him. 


Abu Dawid At-Taydlisi recorded that ‘Abdullah said, “Then 
Allah will give permission for intercession, and Ar-Rih Al 
Quddus, Jibril, will stand up, then Ibrahim, the close Friend 
of Allah will stand up, then ‘IsA or Musa will stand up - Abu 
Az-Za‘ra’ said, I do not know which of them,’ — then your 
Prophet 2 will stand up and will intercede, and no one after 
him will intercede as much as he does. This is the position of 
praise and glory to which Allah referred: 


4522 Ole KS 


ver 


thas Jl wep 
qit may be that your Lord will raise you to Magam 
Mahmud .>”? 


The Hadith of Abu Hurayrah 


Imam Ahmad (may Allah have mercy on him) recorded that 
Abu Hurayrah said, “Some meat was brought to the 
Messenger of Allah 3%, and he lifted up the arm, which he 
used to like, and took one bite, then he said: 


Ang Ny GSM an 8s 186 Se SF ag tal @53 yt ite th 
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nab 55 by 2957 dS 8G BG Vi as BA Go VT ay 
Saal ob ald 8 Oy othe chap CAN | A Ne ae 
bs ost ‘uy A 1531 Sot Peres) bet rt get cess 
IKE NE Gon De 385 05 ET Hy en SF SE Fy ods 

0) Fath ALBari 3 :396. 

2] Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi 51. 
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«] will be the leader of mankind on the Day of Resurrection. Do 


you know why it will be so? Allah will gather the first and the 
last in one place, and they will hear a voice calling out, and 
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they will all be seen. The sun will come close until their 
anguish and distress becomes unbearable, and some will say to 
others, ‘'Do you not see how much you are suffering? Why do 
you not find someone to intercede for you with your Lord?" 
And some of the people will say to others, "How about Adam?" 
So they will go to Adam and say, ‘O Adam, you are the father 
of mankind, Allah created you with His Hand and breathed into 
you of His spirit, and commanded the angels to prostrate to 
you. Intercede for us with your Lord, do you not see the state 
we are in, how bad it is?’ Adam will say, ‘My Lord is angry 
today in a way that He has never been angry before and He will 
never be this angry again. He forbade me to approach the Tree 
and I disobeyed Him. Myself, myself, myself [i.e., I am only 
concerned about myself]. Go to someone else. Go to Nith.” 


So they will go to Niih and say, ‘O Nih, you are the first of 
the Messengers sent to the people of earth, and Allah called you 
a grateful servant. Intercede for us with your Lord, do you not 
see the state we are in, how bad it is?” Nith will say, “My 
Lord is angry today in a way that He has never been angry 
before and He will never be this angry again. There is a prayer 
that I prayed against my people. Myself, myself, myself [i.e., I 
am only concerned about myself]. Go to someone else. Go to 
Ibrahim." 


So they will go to Ibrahim and say, ‘‘O Ibrahim, you are the 
Prophet of Allah and His close Friend among the people of 
earth. Intercede for us with your Lord, do you not see the state 
we are in, how bad it is?” Ibrahim will say, “My Lord is 
angry today in a way that He has never been angry before and 
He will never be this angry again.’ And he mentioned some 
untruths he had told. ‘‘Myself, myself, myself [i.e., I am only 
concerned about myself]. Go to someone else. Go to Misa." 


So they will go to Miisa and say, ‘‘O Miisa, you are the 
Messenger of Allah, Allah chose you above others by selecting 
you to convey His Message and by speaking to you directly. 
Intercede for us with your Lord, do you not see the state we are 
in, how bad it is?"’ Miisé will say, ‘My Lord is angry today in 
a way that He has never been angry before and He will never be 
this angry again. I killed a soul whom I had not been 


Stirah 17. Al-Isra' (80-81) (Part-15 
commanded to kill. Myself, myself, myself [i.e., I am only 
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concerned about myself]. Go to someone else. Go to ‘Isa. 


So they will go to ‘Isa and say, ‘O ‘Isa, you are the Messenger 
of Allah and His Word which He bestowed upon Maryam and a 
spirit created by Him. You spoke to the people as an infant in 
the cradle. Intercede for us with your Lord, do you not see the 
state we are in, how bad it is?" ‘Isa will say, “My Lord is 
angry today in a way that He has never been angry before and 
He will never be this angry again.” And he will not mention 
any sin. ‘Myself, myself, myself [i.e., I am only concerned 
about myself]. Go to someone else. Go to Muhammad.” 


So they will go to Muhammad and will say, “‘O Muhammad, 
you are the Messenger of Allah and the Last of the Prophets, 
Allah forgave all your past and future sins. Intercede for us 
with your Lord, do you not see the state we are in, how bad it 
is?" I will stand up and come before the Throne, and will fall 
prostrating to my Lord, may He be glorified and exalted. Then 
Allah will inspire me to speak and I will speak beautiful words 
of praise such as no one has ever been inspired with before. It 
will be said, ‘‘O Muhammad, raise your head and ask, it will 
be granted to you. Intercede, and your intercession will be 
heard.” So I will raise my head and say, “My Ummah, O 
Lord, my Ummah, O Lord, my Ummah, O Lord.” It will be 
said, "O Muhammad, admit those who will not be brought to 
account from among your Ummah through the right-hand gate 
of Paradise. Then the rest of your Ummah will share the other 
gates with the rest of the people.» Then he said, «’’By the 
One in Whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, the distance 
between two of the gateposts of Paradise is like the distance 
between Makkah and Hajar, or between Makkah and Busra.0!?! 


It was also reported in the Two Sahihs.!?! 
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480. And say: ‘My Lord! Let my entry be good, and (likewise) 


Hl Ahmad 2:435. 
(2) al-Bukhari 4712, Muslim 894. 
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my exit be good. And grant me from You a helping 
authority ,""> 

€81. And say: “Truth has come and falsehood has vanished. 
Surely, falsehood is ever bound to vanish.’"> 


The Command to emigrate 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said: The Prophet 3% 
was in Makkah, then he was commanded to emigrate, and 
Allah revealed the words: 

Che AS» Jj eh we G2 ih aie Ee Gh of hp 
€And say: “My Lord! Let my entry be good, and (likewise) ny 
exit be good. And grant me from You a helping authority.">"! 

At-Tirmidhi said, “This is Hasan Sahih.”!1 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri commented on this Ayah, “When the 
disbelievers of Makkah conspired to kill the Messenger of Allah 
#%, or expel him or imprison him, Allah wanted him to fight 
the people of Makkah, and commanded him to go to Al- 
Madinah. What Allah said was: 


gie GE Ab sie EE LIS i> 
€And say: “My Lord! Let my entry be good, and (likewise) my 
exit be good...’’p!°l 


foie BL LIS sup 
{And say: ‘'My Lord! Let my entry be good...» means, my entry 
to Al-Madinah. 


tate o2 th 
¢and (likewise) my exit be good,» means, my exit from Makkah."4! 


This was also the view of ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin 
Aslam, '5I 


(I Ahmad 1:223. 

[2] Tyhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8 :574. 
(3) At-Tabari 17:533. 

(41 Ahmad 1:223. 

(Sl) At-Tabari 17 :534. 


Stirah 17. Al-Isr@’ (80-81) (Part-15 71 


4 


ded CLL A oy J Gd 
¢And grant me from You a helping authority .> 


Al-Hasan Al-Basri explained this Ayah; “His Lord promised 
to take away the kingdom and glory of Persia and give it to 
him, ane the kingdom and glory of Byzantium and give it to 
him.” 

Qatadah said, “The Prophet of Allah 3 knew that that he 
could not achieve this without authority or power, so he asked 
for authority to help him support the Book of Allah, the Laws 
of Allah, the obligations of Allah and to establish the religion 
of Allah. Authority is a mercy from Allah which He places 
among His servants, otherwise some of them would attack 
others, and the strong would consume the weak.”7! Alongside 
the truth, he also needed power and authority in order to 
suppress those who opposed and resisted him, hence Allah 
said: 

45h CY Go Sip 

<Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs,» until 

His saying, 


4.01 Clyp 
¢And We brought forth iron> (57:25] 


A Threat to the Disbelievers of the Quraysh 


vere by ee 


hal Sey ES aE Si5> 
¢And say: “Truth has come and falsehood has vanished..."'> 


This is a threat and a warning to the disbelievers of the 
Quraysh, for there has come to them from Allah the truth of 
which there can be no doubt and which they have no power to 
resist. This is what Allah has sent to them of the Qur’an, faith 
and beneficial knowledge. Their falsehood has perished or 
vanished and been destroyed, it cannot remain or stand firm 
in the face of the truth. 


OU! At-Tabari 17 :536. 
[2] at-Tabari 17 :536. 
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<Truth has come and falsehood has vanished. Surely falsehood 
is ever bound to vanish.> [17:81] 


eree =e 


<Truth has come, and falsehood can neither create anything nor 
resurrect (anything).>'") (34:49} 
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€82. And We send down of the Qur'an that which is a cure 
and a mercy to the believers, and it increases the wrongdoers in 
nothing but loss .> 


( Fath ALBGri 8 :252. 
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The Qur’an is a Cure and a Mercy 


Allah tells us that His Book, which He has revealed to His 
Messenger Muhammad 3%, the Qur’an to which falsehood 
cannot come, from before it or behind it, (it is) sent down by 
the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise, is a cure and a mercy for 
the believers, meaning that it takes away whatever is in their 
hearts of doubt, hypocrisy, Shirk, confusion and inclination 
towards falsehood. The Qur’dn cures all of that. It is also a 
mercy through which one attains faith and wisdom and seeks 
goodness. This is only for those who believe in it and accept it 
as truthful, it is a cure and a mercy only for such people. As 
for the disbeliever who is wronging himself by his disbelief, 
when he hears the Qur’an, it only makes him further from the 
truth and increases him in his disbelief. The problem lies with 
the disbeliever himself, not with the Qur’an, as Allah says: 

sae 5 7H sgl a RR Sally thes iS Ge Sash 3 
il ped 9 or Si DH 22 
<Say: “It is for those who believe, a guide and a cure. And as 
for those who disbelieve, there is heaviness in their ears, and it 
is blindness for them. They are those who are called from a 
place far away (so they neither listen nor understand)."'> 
[41:44] 
eo, colt C6 ey aah 5 edt Ls ok A SUT ap 
Sy Coy EG BH asl g < h Saye Bh Ey 
qi igvSo os i925 panes) 
éAnd whenever there comes down a Stirah, some of them 
(hypocrites) say: “Which of you has had his faith increased by 
it?” As for those who believe, it has increased their faith, and 
they rejoice. But as for those in whose hearts is a disease, it will 
add suspicion and doubt to their suspicion, disbelief and doubt ; 
and they die while they are disbelievers.} (9:124-125) 


And there are many other similar Aydt. 


as 


CaaS 2355 the BO AK Ge ED 
¢And We send down of the Qur'an that which is a cure and a 
mercy to the believers,> 
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Qatadah said, “When the believer hears it, he benefits from it 
and memorizes it and understands it.” 
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and it increases the wrongdoers in nothing but loss.> 


They do not benefit from it or memorize it or understand it, 
for Allah has made this Qur’én a cure and a mercy for the 
believers. 
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€83. And when We bestow Our grace on man, he turns away 
and becomes arrogant. And when evil touches him, he is in 
great despair.> 


€84. Say: “Each one does according to Shakilatihi, and your 
Lord knows best of him whose path is right.’> 


Turning away from Allah at Times of Ease and 
despairing at Times of Calamity 


Allah tells us about the weakness that is inherent in man, 
except for those whom He protects at both times of ease and 
calamity. If Allah blesses a man with wealth, good health, 
ease, provision and help, and he gets what he wants, he turns 
away from the obedience and worship of Allah, and becomes 
arrogant. Mujahid said, “(It means) he goes away from Us.” | 
say, this is like the Ayah: 


Aes bs Slee os 3h ce ae ep 
€But when We have removed his harm from him, he passes on 
as if he had never invoked Us for a harm that touched him!> 
[10:12] and; 

<5 i KS 
€But when He brings you safe to land, you turn away.> 


When man is stricken with evil, which means disasters, 
accidents and calamities, 


") At-Tabari 17:539. 
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¢he is in great despair.>, meaning that he thinks he will never 
have anything good again. As Allah says, 
AST Sy See PHS Ay Uy Ges OS ss Gcaft Gt Bb> 
Cine Fy Bat 5 ASN cout he; 
¢And if We give man a taste of mercy from Us, and remove it 
from him, verily, He is despairing, ungrateful. But if We let 
him taste good after evil has touched him, he is sure to say: 
“Ills have departed from me." Surely, he is exultant, and 
boastful. Except those who show patience and do righteous good 
deeds: those, theirs will be forgiveness and a great reward.> 
(11:9-11) 
€Say : ‘Each one does according to Shakilatihi..."> 
Ibn ‘Abbas said, “According to his inclinations.”!! Mujahid 
said, “According to his inclinations and his nature, ’!?! 
Qatadah said, “According to his intentions.”*! Ibn Zayd said, 
“According to his religion.”*! All these suggestions are close in 


meaning. This Ayah - and Allah knows best - is a threat and 
a warning to the idolators, like the Ayah: 


45K & UT SY Sail Up 
¢And say to those who do not believe: ‘‘Act according to your 
ability and way’’> (11:121) 
So Allah says: 
COI OM Be KG SE Se 
<Say: ‘Each one does according to Shakilatihi, and your Lord 
knows best of him whose path is right.""> 


( At-Tabari 17 :541. 
(2) at-Tabari 17:541. 
(3) At-Tabari 17:541. 
(4) at-Tabari 17:541. 
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meaning either us or you. Everyone will be rewarded in 
accordance with his deeds, for nothing whatsoever is hidden 
from Allah. 

AO he oe 
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€85. And they ask you concerning the Rih (the spirit). Say: 
“The Rith (the spirit) is one of the things, the knowledge of 
which is only with my Lord. And of knowledge, you (mankind) 
have been given only a little.""> 


The R&h (spirit) 


Al-Bukhari recorded in his Tafsir of this Ayah that ‘Abdullah 
bin Mas‘ad said, “While I was walking with the Prophet #% on 
a farm, and he was resting on a palm-leaf stalk, some Jews 
passed by. Some of them said to the others, ‘Ask him about 
the Rukh.’ Some of them said, What urges you to ask him 
about that?’ Others said, ‘Do not ask him, lest he gives you a 
reply which you do not like.’ But they said, ‘Ask him.’ So they 
asked him about the Rah. The Prophet #§ kept quiet and did 
not give them an answer, and I knew that he was receiving 
revelation, so I stayed where I was. When the revelation was 
complete, the Prophet 2 said: 

45 Aa iM BI g Ses 
€And they ask you concerning the Rith (the spirit). Say: ‘‘The 
Rith (the spirit) is one of the things, the knowledge of which is 
only with my Lord..." 


This context would seem to imply that this Ayah was 
revealed in Al-Madinah, and that it was revealed when the 
Jews asked him this question in Al-Madinah, although the 
entire Sdrah was revealed in Makkah. This may be answered 
with the suggestion that this Ayah may have been revealed to 
him in Al-Madinah a second time, after having previously been 
revealed in Makkah, or that he was divinely inspired to 
respond to their question with a previously-revealed Ayah, 
namely the Ayah in question. 

Ibn Jarir recorded that ‘krimah said, “The People of the 
Book asked the Messenger of Allah i about the Ruh, and 
Allah revealed: 
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¢And they ask you concerning the Rith...> 


They said, ‘You claim that we have only a little knowledge, but 
we have been given the Tawrah, which is the Hikmah, 


digdo GB GS MB Leng 3 5 
¢and he, to whom Hikmah is granted, is indeed granted 
abundant good .>’ (2:269] 


Then the Ayah 
4S sh KS Bi 2 AA CT hp 

¢And if all the trees on the earth were pens and the sea (were 

ink wherewith to write), with seven seas behind it to add to its 

(supply),> [31:27] 
was revealed. He said, “Whatever knowledge you have been 
given, if Allah saves you from the Fire thereby, then it is great 
and good, but in comparison to the knowledge of Allah, it is 
very little.”!?! 

tek f GES 
¢And they ask you concerning the Rith.> 


Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “This was when the 
Jews said to the Prophet #%, Tell us about the Ruh and how 
the Rah will be punished that is in the body - for the Rah is 
something about which only Allah knows, and there was no 
revelation concerning it.’ He did not answer them at all, then 
Jibril came to him and said: 


CGH AS Ah He Bi Bp 
<Say: The Rith (the spirit) is one of the things, the knowledge 


of which is only with my Lord. And of knowledge, you 
(mankind) have been given only a little.""> 


So the Prophet # told them about that, and they said, ‘Who 
told you this?’ He said, 


egbl abe Se jee y gett 


I At-Tabari 17 :542. 
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‘fibril brought it to me from Allah. 


They said, By Allah, no one has told you that except our 
enemy [i.e., Jibril].’ Then Allah revealed: 


ta8 SH Ghat il ob, AS SAG BG Li Ge OF 
<Say: “Whoever is an enemy to Jibril (let him die in his fury), 
for indeed he has brought it (this Qur'an) down to your heart 
by Allah's permission, confirming what came before it.>”\"! 
[2:97] 


The Rah and the Nafs 


As-Suhayili mentioned the dispute among the scholars over 
whether the Rah is the same as the Nafs, or something 
different. He stated that it is light and soft, like air, flowing 
through the body like water through the veins of a tree. He 
States that the Ruh which the angel breathes into the fetus is 
the Nafs, provided that it joins the body and acquires certain 
qualities because of it, whether good or bad. So then it is 
either a soul in (complete) rest and satisfaction (89:27) or 
inclined to evil (12:53), just as water is the life of the tree, 
then by mixing with it, it produces something else, so that if it 
mixes with grapes and the grapes are then squeezed, it 
becomes juice or wine. Then it is no longer called water, 
except in a metaphorical sense. Thus we should understand 
the connection between Nafs and Ruh; the Rih is not called 
Nafs except when it joins the body and is affected by it. So in 
conclusion we may say: the Ruh is the origin and essence, and 
the Nafs consists of the Ruh and its connection to the body. 
So they are the same in one sense but not in another. This is 
a good explanation, and Allah knows best.'7! I say: people 
speak about the essence of the Riuh and its rulings, and many 
books have been written on this topic. One of the best of those 
who spoke of this was Al-Hafiz Ibn Mandah in a book which 
we have heard about the Riih. 


Serene 
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a] At-Tabari 17:543. There are many narrations about this. The 
narration from ‘Ikrimah is Mursal. 


21 Ar-Rawd AL-Anf , 2:62. 
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486. And if We willed, We could surely take away that which 
We have revealed to you. Then you would find no protector for 
you against Us in that respect.> 


487. Except as a mercy from your Lord. Verily, His grace unto 
you is ever great.> 


€88. Say: “If mankind and the Jinn were together to produce 
the like of this Qur'an, they could not produce the like thereof, 
even if they helped one another."'> 


<89. And indeed We have fully explained to mankind, in this 
Qur’an, every kind of similitude, but most of mankind refuse 
(the truth and accept nothing) but disbelief.> 


If Allah willed, He could take away the Qur’an 


Allah mentions the blessing and great bounty that He has 
bestowed upon His servant and Messenger Muhammad 3 by 
revealing to Him the Noble Qur’aén to which falsehood cannot 
come, from before it or behind it, (it is) sent down by the All- 
Wise, Worthy of all praise. Ibn Mas‘td said, “A red wind will 
come to the people, meaning at the end of time, from the 
direction of Syria, and there will be nothing left in a man’s 
Mushaf (copy of the Qur’aén) or in his heart, not even one 
Ayah.” Then Ibn Mas‘ad recited: 


ah, ESS oll GEN He oh> 

¢And if We willed, We could surely take away that which We 

have revealed to you >") 
Challenging by the Qur’an 

Then Allah points out the great virtue of the Qur’an, and 

says that even if mankind and the Jinn were all to come 
together and agree to produce something like that which was 
revealed to His Messenger 3%, they would never be able to do 


(Ol At-Tabari 17 :546. 
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it, even if they were to 
cooperate and support 
_ jjand help one another. 
ue This is something 

-az- llwhich is impossible. 
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insist on disbelief, i.e., 


denying and rejecting the truth.’ 
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490. And they say: “We shall not believe in you, until you 
cause a spring to gush forth from the earth for us ;'> 


491. “Or you have a garden of date palms and grapes, and 
cause rivers to gush forth in their midst abundantly ;"’> 


€92. “Or you cause the heaven to fall upon us in pieces, as 
you have pretended, or you bring Allah and the angels before 
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(us) face to face ;"> 


493. “Or you have a house of Zukhruf,™ or you ascend up 
into the sky, and even then we will put no faith in your 
ascension until you bring down for us a Book that we would 
read.” Say: “Glorified be my Lord! Am I anything but a man, 
sent as a Messenger?"'> 


The Demand of Quraysh for a specific Sign, and the 
Rejection of that 


Ibn Jarir recorded from Muhammad bin Ishaq, “An old man 
from among the people of Egypt who came to us forty-odd 
years ago told me, from Tkrimah, from Ibn ‘Abbas, that Utbah 
and Shaybah - the two sons of Rabi’ah, Abu Sufyan bin Harb, 
a man from Bani ‘Abd Ad-Dar, Abu Al-Bakhtari - the brother 
of Bani Asad, Al-Aswad bin Al-Muttalib bin Asad, Zam‘ah bin 
Al-Aswad, Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah, Abu Jahl bin Hisham, 
‘Abdullah bin Abi Umayyah, Umayyah bin Khalaf, Al-‘As bin 
Wail, and Nabih and Munabbih - the two sons of Al-Hajjaj As- 
Sahmin, gathered all of them or some of them behind the 
Ka‘bah after sunset. Some of them said to others, ‘Send for 
Muhammad and talk with him and argue with him, so that 
nobody will think we are to blame.’ So they sent for him 
saying, The nobles of your people have gathered for you to 
speak to them.’ So the Messenger of Allah #% came quickly, 
thinking that maybe they were going to change their minds, 
for he was very keen that they should be guided, and it upset 
him to see their stubbornness. So he came and sat with them, 
and they said, ‘O Muhammad, we have sent for you so that 
nobody will think we are to blame. By Allah we do not know 
any man among the Arabs who has brought to his people 
what you have brought to your people. You have slandered 
our forefathers, criticized our religion, insulted our reason, 
slandered our gods and caused division. There is no 
objectionable thing that you have not brought between us. If 
you are preaching these things because you want wealth, we 
will collect some of our wealth together for you and make you 


0 Meaning gold. See the Tafsir of Surat Az-Zukhrif [43:35], it is 
briefly mentioned and shortly as well. 
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the wealthiest man among us. If you are looking for position, 
we will make you our leader. If you are looking for kingship, 
we will make you our king. If what has come to you is a type 
of Jinn that has possessed you, then we can spend our money 
looking for the medicine that will rid you of it so that no one 
will think we are to blame.’ The Messenger of Allah 2% said: 


pba Spin V5 Sigh ib gy Be eG ES GG 
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‘My case is not as you say. I have not brought what I have 
brought to you because I want your wealth or to be your leader 
or king. But Allah has sent me to you as a Messenger and has 
revealed to me a Book and has commanded me to bring you 
good news and a warning. So, I have conveyed to you the 
Messages of my Lord and have advised you accordingly. If you 
accept what I have brought to you, then this is your good 
fortune in this world and the Hereafter, but if you reject it, I 
shall wait patiently for the command of Allah until Allah judges 
between me and you.» 


or words to that effect. They said, ‘O Muhammad, if you do 
not accept what we have offered you, then you know that 
there is no other people whose country is smaller, whose 
wealth is less and whose life is harder than ours, so ask your 
Lord Who has sent you with what He has sent you, to move 
away these mountains for us that are constricting us, to make 
our land wider and cause rivers to gush forth in it like the 
rivers of Syria and Iraq, and to resurrect for us those of our 
forefathers who have passed away. Let there be among those 
whom He resurrects Qusayy bin Kilab, for he was a: truthful 
old man, and we will ask them whether what you are saying is 
true or false. If you do what we are asking, and they (the 
people who are resurrected) say that you are telling the truth, 
then we will believe you and acknowledge your status with 
Allah and believe that He has sent you as a Messenger as you 
say.’ The Messenger of Allah # said to them: 
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“I was not sent for this purpose. I have brought to you from 
Allah that with which He has sent me, and I have conveyed to 
you the Message with which I was sent to you. If you accept 
what I have brought to you, then this is your good fortune in 
this world and the Hereafter, but if you reject it, I shall wait 
patiently for the command of Allah until Allah judges between 
me and you.» 


They said, If you will not do this for us, then at least do 
something for yourself. Ask your Lord to send an angel to 
confirm that what you are saying is the truth and to speak up 
on your behalf. Ask Him to give you gardens and treasures 
and palaces of gold and silver, and to make you independent 
so that you will not have to do what we see you doing, for you 
stand in the marketplaces seeking provision just as we do. 
Then we will know the virtue of your position with your Lord 
and whether you are a Messenger as you claim.’ The 
Messenger of Allah 3% said to them: 
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«] will not do that, and I will not ask my Lord for this. I was 
not sent to you for this reason. But Allah has sent me to you to 
bring you good news and a warning. If you accept what I have 
brought to you, then this is your good fortune in this world 


and the Hereafter, but if you reject it, I shall wait patiently for 
the command of Allah until Allah judges between me and you.» 


They said, Then cause the sky to fall upon us, as you claim 
that if your Lord wills, He can do that. We will not believe in 
you until you do this.” The Messenger of Allah 3% said to them: 


CUS 6S Jab stb Sy cat Sh Suh 
«That is for Allah to decide. If He wills, He will do that to you.» 
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They said, ‘O Muhammad, did your Lord not know that we 
would sit with you and ask you what we have asked and 
make the requests that we have made? He should have told 
you beforehand and taught you how to reply to us, and 
informed you what He would do to us if we do not accept what 
you have brought to us. We have heard that the one who is 
teaching you this, is a man in Al-Yamamah called Ar-Rahmdan. 
By Allah, we will never believe in Ar-Rahman. We are warning 
you, O Muhammad, that we will not let you do what you want 
to do until you or we are destroyed.’ One of them said, ‘We 
worship the angels who are the daughters of Allah.’ Another 
said, ‘We will never believe in you until you bring Allah and 
the angels before (us) face to face.’ When they said this, the 
Messenger of Allah # got up and left them. ‘Abdullah bin Abi 
Umayyah bin Al-Mughirah bin ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar bin 
Makhzum, the son of his paternal aunt ‘Atikah, the daughter 
of ‘Abdul-Muttalib, also got up and followed him. He said to 
him, ‘O Muhammad, your people have offered you what they 
have offered you, and you did not accept it. Then they asked 
for things for themselves so that they would know your 
position with Allah, and you did not do that for them. Then 
they asked you to hasten on the punishments with which you 
are scaring them. By Allah, I will never believe in you unless 
you take a ladder to heaven and ascend it while I am 
watching, then you bring with you an open book and four 
angels to testify that you are as you say. By Allah, even if you 
did that, I think that I would not believe you.’ Then he turned 
away from the Messenger of Allah 3%, and the Messenger of 
Allah # went home to his family, grieving over having missed 
out on what he had hoped for when his people had called him, 
because he saw that they were resisting him even more.”!!! 


The Reason why the Idolators’ Demands were refused 


In the case of this gathering where the Quraysh came 
together to speak with the Messenger of Allah 2%, if Allah knew 
that they were making these requests in order to be guided, 
they would have been granted, but He knew that they were 
making these demands out of disbelief and stubbornness. It 


(1 At-Tabari 17:557. This story is not authentic. 
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was said to the Messenger of Allah #, “If you wish, We will 
give them what they are asking, but if they then disbelieve, I 
will punish them with a punishment that I have never 
imposed upon anyone else in the universe; or if you wish, I 
will open for them the gate of repentance and mercy.” He said: 


SING BEN OU pale GEE fo 
«Rather, You open for them the gate of repentance and 
mercy 3! 
This is like the Ayah: 


t 
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4And nothing stops Us from sending the Ayat but that the 
people of old denied them. And We sent the she-camel to 
Thamitd as a clear sign, but they did her wrong. And We sent 


not the signs except to warn, and to make them afraid (of 
destruction) .> (17:59) 


And Allah says: 
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¢And they say: “Why does this Messenger eat food, and walk 
about in the markets (as we). Why is not an angel sent down to 
him to be a warner with him? Or (why) has not a treasure been 
granted to him, or why has he not a garden whereof he may 
eat?” And the wrongdoers say: ‘You follow none but a man 
bewitched ."' See how they coin similitudes for you, so they have 
gone astray, and they cannot find a path. Blessed be He Who, 
if He wills, will assign you better than that - Gardens under 


Il Ahmad 1:242. 
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which rivers flow and will assign you palaces. Nay, they deny 
the Hour, and for those who deny the Hour, We have prepared 
a flaming Fire.> (25:7-11) 
Allah’s saying, 
desk Nl OG & 
<until you cause a sprig to gush forth from the earth for us> 


refers to a spring of flowing water. They asked him to bring 
forth springs of fresh water in the land of Al-Hijaz, here and 
there. This is easy for Allah, may He be glorified and exalted; if 
He willed, He could do that. He could have responded to all 
their demands, but He knew that they would not be guided by 
that, as He says: 
Ig Fe Sem oR WER Y Gy See pe ck ll BD 
im SANT onal 
<Truly, those, against whom the Word (wrath) of your Lord 
has been justified, will not believe. Even if every sign should 
come to them, until they see the painful torment.> (10:96-97) 


And Allah says: 


Car) - 34 fe fotee 
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¢And even if We had sent down unto them angels, and the 
dead had spoken unto them, and We had gathered together all 
things before their very eyes, they would not have believed> 
(6:111] 
His saying; 
42285 1S Kat 153 Sp 

<Or you cause the heaven to fall upon us in pieces, as you have 
pretended ,> 


means, ‘you promised us that on the Day of Resurrection the 
heavens will be split asunder, being broken and torn up, with 
parts of it falling down, so do that in this world and make it 
fall in pieces.’ This is like when they said: 

IAM Si Sie Ce Stl Se 5 BU GS OK oy Zip 


€O Allah! If this (the Qur'an) is indeed the truth from You, 
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then rain down stones on us from the sky.> [8:32] 
Similarly, the people of Shu‘ayb asked him: 


€So cause a piece of the heaven to fall on us, if you are of the 
truthful!> (26:187) 


So Allah punished them with the punishment of the day of 
Shadow (a gloomy cloud), which was the torment of a Great 
Day. [26:189] As for the Prophet of Repentance and Mercy, 
who was sent as a mercy to the worlds, he asked Allah to 
delay their punishment, in the hope that Allah would bring 
forth from their offspring people who would worship Allah 
Alone, with no partner or associate. This is what indeed did 
happen, for among those who are mentioned above were some 
who later embraced Islam and became good and sincere 
Muslims, even ‘Abdullah bin Abi Umayyah, who followed the 
Prophet #% (out of that meeting) and spoke to him as he did. 
He became a sincere Muslim and turned to Allah in 
repentance. 


435 i LE HS 
<Or you have a house of Zukhruf.> 
Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah said, “This is gold.” This 
was also what was said in the recitation of Ibn Mas‘td, “Or 
you have a house of gold.” 
ree 3 xo i> 
qor you ascend up into the sky,> meaning, you climb up on a 
ladder while we are watching you. 
Bales ’ ee 70th Se wel yp oh ty 
¢and even then we will put no faith in your ascension until you 
bring down for us a Book that we would read .> 


Mujahid said, “This means a book in which there would be 
one page for each person, on which would be the words: This 
is a book from Allah to so-and-so the son of so-and-so, which 


0} At-Tabari 17 :553. 
[2] At-Tabari 17:553. 


88 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


he would find by his head when he woke up in the 
morning.”!!! 


455 SN ES 3% G5 HA ID 
4Say: “Glorified be my Lord! Am I anything but a man, sent 
as a Messenger?''> 


meaning, ‘Glorified, exalted and sanctified be He above the 
notion that anyone would come before Him concerning any 
matter pertaining to His authority and sovereignty. He is the 
One Who does what He wills. If He willed, he could have given 
you what you asked for, or if He willed, he could have 
refrained. I am only a Messenger to you, sent to convey the 
Messages of my Lord and advise you. I have done that, and 
the response to what you have asked is to be decided by 
Allah, may He be glorified.’ 
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494. And nothing prevented men from believing when the 

guidance came to them, except that they said: “Has Allah sent 

a man as (His) Messenger?'’> 


495. Say: “If there were on the earth, angels walking about in 
peace and security, We should certainly have sent down for 
them from the heaven an angel as a Messenger."'> 


The refusal of the Idolators to believe because the 
Messenger 24 was a Human - and its refutation 


eee 
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¢And nothing prevented men> means, most of them, 
435 SD 
¢from believing» and following the Messengers, except the fact 


that they found it strange that human beings would be sent as 
Messengers, as Allah says: 


(1 At-Tabari 17 :554. 
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<Is it a wonder for mankind that We have sent Our revelation 
to a man from among themselves (saying): ‘Warn mankind, 
and give good news to those who believe that they shall have 
with their Lord the rewards of their good deeds?'’> (10:2] 
And Allah says: 


€That was because there came to them their Messengers with 
clear proofs, but they said: “Shall mere men guide us?"'> 
[64:6] 
Fira‘wn and his people said: 

<They said: ‘Shall we believe in two men like ourselves, and 
their people are obedient to us with humility!’’> [23:47] 


Similarly, the nations said to their Messengers: 
ae Ake ese, o wwe bes 7 nets ve FAH 
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<“You are no more than human beings like us! You wish to 
turn us away from what our fathers used to worship. Then 


bring us a clear authority’’> [14:10] And there are many 
other similar Aydt. 


Then Allah says, pointing out His kindness and mercy towards 
His servants, that He sends to them Messengers of their own 
kind so that they will understand what he says and will be 
able to speak to him directly. If He sent to mankind a 
Messenger from among the angels, they would not be able to 
deal with him face to face and learn from him, as Allah says: 


Cinch 53 G5 ped E55 5 Gee Ge cal ap 


<Indeed, Allah conferred a great favor on the believers when He 
sent among them a Messenger from among themselves} [3:164] 
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<Verily, there has come unto you a Messenger from among 
yourselves> [10:128] 


Lisi Seis *t Sy Gains Kae Us Fugees $5 =a dics > 
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<Similarly, We have sent among you a Messenger of your own, 
reciting to you Our verses (the Qur'an) and purifying you, and 
teaching you the Book and the Hikmah, and teaching you that 
which you used not to know. Therefore remember Me. I will 
remember you, and be grateful to Me and never be ungrateful 
to Me.> (2:151-152) 


Allah says here: 
45g ck oA eat BN 3 SE J ud 


€Say: "If there were on the earth, angels walking about in 
peace and security,> meaning, just as you do, 
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<We should certainly have sent down for them from the heaven 
an angel as a Messenger>. 


meaning, ‘one of their own kind. But as you are human, We 
have sent to you Messengers from yourselves, as a kindness 
and a mercy.’ 


E28 Gee Ve Yam esate, Be 4 cents gu ys dt, Gee jb 


496. Say: “Sufficient is Allah for a witness between me and 
you. Verily, He is Ever the All-Knower, the All-Seer of His 
servants .""> 


Allah tells His Prophet # how to prove that what he has 
brought is true, saying to him to tell them: “He (Allah) is a 
witness over me and over you. He knows what I have brought 
to you. If I were lying to you, He would take revenge on me in 
the severest manner,” as Allah says: 


Cie rGel 2, GLE 2 fecal 2 CEN Tac on Ge TE > 


¢And if he had forged a false saying concerning Us, We surely 
would have seized him by his right hand, And then We 
certainly would have cut off his life artery.> (69:44-46) 
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Allah said; 
dine LE erally SK Ap 


<Verily, He is Ever the All-Knower, the All-Seer of His 
servants .> 


meaning, He knows best who among them deserves blessings, 
good treatment and guidance, and who deserves to be doomed 
and led astray. He says: 

iOS EG ad OI AE BE oS EE 8 Sa op 
SS oe 


‘Lae FA° Sed 
C2; Se cay 


CS loae By SE OER Ts 5h 
€97. And he whom Allah guides, he is led aright; and 
whomever He leaves astray can never find helpers other than 
Him, and We shall gather them together on the Day of 
Resurrection on their faces, blind, dumb and deaf; their abode 
will be Hell; whenever it abates, We shall increase for them the 
fierceness of the Fire.> 


Guidance and Misguidance are in the Hands of Allah 


Allah tells us how He deals with His creation and how His 
rulings are carried out. He tells us that there is none who can 
put back His judgement, for whomever He guides cannot be 
led astray, 

€255 » 352 BLS oS 
and whomever He leaves astray can never find helpers other 
than Him}to guide him. As Allah says: 

C822 G We Be ss Spi YG i 
¢He whom Allah guides, he is the rightly-guided; but he whom 
He sends astray, for him you will find no Wali (guiding friend) 
to lead him> [18:17] 


an AP 


The Punishment of the People of Misguidance 


44 Le ote tee worse) 


<egnrey ce oT oe 
qand We shall gather them together on the Day of Resurrection 
on their faces, 
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Imam Ahmad recorded from Anas bin Malik that the Prophet 
3% was asked, “O Messenger of Allah, how will the people be 
gathered on their faces?” He said, 

gd) le egehe! Of dé Sol alts sé Saf cain 
‘The One Who made them walk on their feet is able to make 
them walk on their faces .0!"! 
It was also reported (by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) in the Two 
Sahihs.”| 
qCe> 
¢blindy means, unable to see. 
45> 
¢dumb> means, unable to speak. 


$02; 


<deafp means, unable to hear. They will be in this state as a 
punishment for the way they were in this world, blind, dumb 
and deaf to the truth. This will be their recompense when they 
are gathered on the Day of Resurrection, at the time when they 
need these faculties most of all. 


€est> 


¢their abode> means, their destination. 


424 Hen 73h Ss a> 


will be Hell; whenever it abates,> 
Ibn ‘Abbas said, “(This means) calms down,”*! Mujahid said, 
(It means) is extinguished,” 


once 


<h0 prey) 
«We shall increase for them the fierceness of the Fire.> 
meaning, increasing its flames and heat and coals, as Allah 
says: 


Ml Ahmad 3:167. 
(21 Fath Al-Bari 8:350, Muslim 4:2161. 
‘SI At-Tabari 17:561. 
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Mo edot GNe GE SSIES; || torment.» (78:30) 
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GN Gp ANG 5 IES Si 08 Sy Spl 
AG MES ISIS GB AE 23s hag de, es 
* “(Ce ey ae ~~ 11498. That is _ their 
Spates edchyeys 565 Wngraaigay andes recompense, because they 
Pe Tee ot ree ene denied Our Ayat and 
Bae Lp NTSC said: ‘‘When ae are 

bones and fragments, 
shall we really be raised up as a new creation?"'> 
499. See they not that Allah, Who created the heavens and the 
earth, is able to create the like of them. And He has decreed for 
them an appointed term, whereof there is no doubt. But the 
wrongdoers refuse but disbelief.> 
Allah says: This punishment, being resurrected blind, dumb 
and deaf, is what they deserve, because they disbelieved, 


Cad 


Im AF a 
SAY V5 


fer 
as 
> 


err 7" 


=<. 


<Our Ayat>, i.e., Our proof and evidence, and did not think that 
the resurrection could ever happen.’ 


ache 


655 tiie & 15 isp 


¢and said: '‘When we are bones and fragments..." 
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meaning, when we have disintegrated and our bodies have 
rotted away, 


dose Gb fd 
<shall we really be raised up as a new creation?> 

meaning, after we have disintegrated and disappeared and 
been absorbed into the earth, will we come back a second 
time? Allah established proof against them and told them that 
He is able to do that, for He created the heavens and the 
earth, so raising them up again is easier for Him than that, as 
He says: 


ti GE & KEN ONG eycait Sp 


€The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater 
than the creation of mankind ;> [40:57] 


sae 


BIE we ble GS ONG ost BE oa AT Sp 
tii 
€Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the 


earth, and was not wearied by their creation, is able to give life 
to the dead?> [46:33] 


Bl BS GE ESE ws ONG get HE ot aD 

CLS S HSE AE ty A TH ae ta 
€Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth, able to 
create the like of them? Yes, indeed! He is the All-Knowing 


Supreme Creator. Verily, His command, when He intends a 
thing, is only that He says to it, Be!" and it is!> (36:81-82) 


And Allah says here: 
Cb BES FAG ENG get KK GIG SD 
€See they not that Allah, Who created the heavens and the 
earth, is able to create the like of them.> 


meaning, on the Day of Resurrection, He will recreate and 
restore their bodies, as He created them in the first place. 


43 SIS Sess 
¢And He has decreed for them an appointed term, whereof there 
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is no doubt.» 
means, He has set a time for them to be re-created and 


brought forth from their graves, an appointed time which must 
surely come to pass. As Allah says: 


456 phe SN Vy RE 
¢And We delay it only for a term (already) fixed.» (11:104) 
Suit ob> 


<But the wrongdoers refuse> - after the proof has been 
established against them, 


4655 yp 


<(and accept nothing) but disbelief.» means, they persist in their 
falsehood and misguidance. 


€oribed Soft 56 otinfl TAL BOA i 5 ds GH SS AF Sp 
4100. Say: “If you possessed the treasure of the mercy of my 
Lord, then you would surely hold back for fear of spending, and 
man is ever miserly!» 


Holding back is Part of Man’s Nature 

Allah says to His Messenger 3: “Tell them, O Muhammad, 
even if you had authority over the treasures of Allah, you 
would refrain from spending for fear of exhausting it.” Ibn 
‘Abbas and Qatadah said, “This means for fear of poverty,”!!) 
lest it run out, despite the fact that it can never be exhausted 
or come to an end. This is because it is part of your nature. 
So Allah says: 


4535 Saft 569) 


and man is ever miserly.» Ibn ‘Abbas and Qatadah said: “(This 
means) stingy and holding back.”?! Allah says: 


CFS OO SBE TG oil os oh 
€Or have they a share in the dominion? Then in that case they 
would not give mankind even a Nagira.> (4:53), 


( At-Tabari 17 :563. 
2) At-Tabari 17 :563. 
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meaning that even if they had a share in the authority of 
Allah, they would not have given anything to anyone, not even 
the amount of a Nagira (speck on the back of a date stone). 
Allah describes man as he really is, except for those whom 
Allah helps and guides. Miserliness, discontent and impatience 
are human characteristics, as Allah says: 
bee gis wy eh BI eg ee oot wD 
te on 


<Verily, man was created very impatient; irritable when evil 
touches him; and stingy when good touches him. Except those 
who are devoted to Salah (prayers) .> (70:19-22). 


And there are many other such references in the Qur’an. 
This is an indication of the generosity and kindness of Allah. 
In the Two Sahihs it says: 


oe 


ge Se ale Shi Guy ga ks BE Gh Y oS at ip 

tial oO asi SB S259 otc 
‘Allah's Hand is full and never decreases because of His giving 
night and day. Do you not see how much He has given since 


He created the heavens and the earth, yet that which is in His 
right hand never decreases .»'') 


ie A SB EY ad gf ES CS et Ge hp 
£53 MS IG cy i WH enks os cI 
ai of SS NT GBS 0G aks GIN oy Gi 
% aS yp Kh GAT bay Gt at Ste 
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€101. And indeed We gave Miisa@ nine clear signs. Ask then 
the Children of Israel, when he came to them, then Fir'awn said 
to him: “O Misa ! I think you are indeed bewitched .’'> 


4102. He said: ''Verily, you know that these signs have been 
sent down by none but the Lord of the heavens and the earth. 
And I think you are indeed, O Fir'awn, doomed to 


") Fath Al-Bari 8 :202, Muslim 2:691. 


Sirah 17. Al-Isra’ (101-104) (Part-15 97 


destruction!"'> 


4103. So he resolved to turn them out of the land. But We 
drowned him and all who were with him.» 


4104. And We said to the Children of Israel after him: ''Dwell 
in the land, then, when the final and the last promise comes 
near, We shall bring you altogether as mixed crowd."'> 


The Nine Signs of Musa 


Allah tells us that He sent Musa with nine clear signs, which 
provided definitive proof that his prophethood was real and 
that what he was conveying from the One Who had sent him 
to Fira‘wn was true. These clear signs were: his staff, his 
hand, the years of famine, the sea, the flood, the locusts, the 
lice, the frogs and the blood. This was the view of Ibn 
‘Abbas.'"] Muhammad bin Ka‘b said, “They were his hand and 
his staff, the five signs mentioned in Al-A‘radf, and destruction 
of wealth’?] and the rock.”"! Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Tkrimah, 
Ash-Sha‘bi and Qatadah said: “They are his hand, his staff, 
the years of famine, the failure of the crops, the flood, the 
locusts, the lice, the frogs and the blood.”*! 


Cite, aa OF 3G USED 


€Yet they remained arrogant, and they were of those people who 
were criminals,» (7:133] 


meaning, despite all these signs and their witnessing of them, 
they disbelieved them and belied them wrongfully and 
arrogantly, although they were themselves were convinced of 
them, so they did not have any effect on them. By the same 
token, (Allah tells His Messenger 3% here,) ‘if We were to 
respond to what these people are asking you for, who have 
said that they will not believe in you until you cause springs 
to gush forth throughout the land for them, they would not 
respond or believe except if Allah willed.’ As Fira‘wn said to 


(I At-Tabari 17 :564. 

1 See the Tafsir of Sarah Yiinus 10:88. 
(31 At-Tabari 17:565. 

41 at-Tabari 17:565, 566. 
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Musa, even though he had witnessed the signs which he brought, 
CAS th CN yp 
<"O Miisa! I think you are indeed bewitched .""> 


It was said that this meant he thought he was a sorcerer, 
but Allah knows best. These nine signs which were mentioned 
by the Imams (scholars) quoted above are what is referred to 
here, and in the Ayah : 

CE HG LL KH ws he Shp 
<"And throw down your stick!" But when he saw it moving as 
if it were a snake, he turned in flight, and did not look back. (It 
was said:) “‘O Miisa ! Fear not.’’> until His saying, 


tts OE tHe yt Seer rere, 4 ne 
C1 G55 8 OF oh tao Gee I) oe 2 ad 


¢among the nine signs (you will take) to Fir‘awn and his people. 
Verily, they are a people who are rebellious.» [27:10-12} 


These Aydt include mention of the stick and the hand, and 
the rest of the nine signs are mentioned in detail in Surat Al- 
A'‘raf, Musa was also given many other signs, such as striking 
the rock with his staff and water flowing from it, their being 
shaded with clouds, manna and quails, and other signs which 
were bestowed upon the Children of Israel after they had left 
the land of Egypt. But here Allah mentions the nine signs 
which were witnessed by his people in Egypt. These became 
evidence against them, because they stubbornly rejected them 
out of disbelief. 
So Musa said to Fira‘wn: 


AS NG oS 25 Hy She Yt ce say 
¢"'Verily, you know that these signs have been sent down by 
none but the Lord of the heavens and the earth.> 


meaning, as proof and evidence of the truth of what I have 
brought to you. 


cAsge 


q0nt Dyes GUN Gp 
€And I think you are indeed, O Fir'awn, doomed to 
destruction !> 
i.e., bound to be destroyed. This was the view of Mujahid and 
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Qatadah.'"! Ibn ‘Abbas said: “It means cursed.”?! Ibn ‘Abbas 
and Ad-Dahhak said: 


{52> 


édoomed to destruction.» means defeated.'*!_ As Mujahid said, 
“doomed” includes all of these meanings. 


The Destruction of Fir‘awn and His People 
45M BEES A SGD 
€So he resolved to turn them out of the land.> means, he wanted to 


expel them and drive them out. 


4M US uihcy fh ath Se BS Se CE Es SEN 
<But We drowned him and all who were with him. And We 
said to the Children of Israel after him: ‘Dwell in the land...”> 


This is good news for Muhammad x, a foretelling of the 
conquest of Makkah, even though this Surah was revealed in 
Makkah before the Hijrah. Similarly, the people of Makkah 
wanted to expel the Prophet 3% from the city, as Allah says in 
two Aydt: 


€US BRR BSS cyatsy ites 5) 


¢And verily, they were about to frighten you so much as to 
drive you out from the land...> {17:76-77] 


Hence Allah caused His Messenger 32 to inherit Makkah, so 
he entered it by force, according to the better-known of the 
two opinions, and he defeated its people then out of kindness 
and generosity, he let them go, just as Allah caused the 
Children of Israel, who had been oppressed, to inherit the 
land, east and west, and to inherit the land of Fir‘awn’s 
people, with its farmland, crops and treasures. As Allah said, 


C25) gE aS > 
¢thus We caused the Children of Israel to inherit them.> 
(26:59). Here Allah says: 


1 At-Tabari 17:571. 
[2] at-Tabari 17:570. 
[3] At-Tabari 17:570. 
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Ibn ‘Abbas, Qatadah 
and Ad-Dahhak said, 
“It means all 
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€105. And with truth We have sent it down, and with truth it 
has descended. And We have sent you as nothing but a bearer 
of glad tidings, and a warner.» 

€106. And a Qur'an which We have divided (into parts), in 
order that you might recite it to men at intervals. And We have 
revealed it by stages.> 


The Revelation of the Qur’an in Stages 


Allah tells us that His Book, the Glorious Qur’an, has been 
sent with truth, i.e., it contains the truth, as Allah says: 


47% 


C45 Kel Sly OS ZOO, NG 28 at Sp 


a7 


(I At-Tabari 17:572, 573. 
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<But Allah bears witness to that which He has sent down unto 
you; He has sent it down with His knowledge, and the angels 
bear witness> [4:166] 


meaning, it contains the knowledge which Allah wanted to 
teach to you, with His rulings, commands and prohibitions. 


45 Hy 
¢and with truth it has descended.» means, “It has been sent down 
to you, O Muhammad, preserved and protected, not 
contaminated or mixed with anything else, with nothing added 
or taken away. It has come to you with the truth, brought down 


by one mighty in power, trustworthy and strong, one who is 
obeyed by the higher group (angels).’ 


455 Tp 
«And We have sent yous O Muhammad 


<0 fers 


iy Ge I> 


¢as nothing but a bearer of glad tidings and a warner}. 


a bearer of glad tidings for the believers who obey you and a 
warner to the disbelievers who disobey you. 


45 OS 
And (it is) a Qur'an which We have divided>, 


The word translated here as “We have divided” may be read 
in two ways. If it is read as “Faragnahu”, with no Shaddah, 
the meaning is: ‘We have made it depart from Al-Lawh Al- 
Mahfaz to Bayt Al-‘Izzah in the lowest heaven, then it was 
revealed in stages to the Messenger of Allah, according to 
events, over a period of twenty-three years.’ This was narrated 
by Tkrimah from Ibn ‘Abbas.'"! It was also narrated that Ibn 
‘Abbas read it as “Farraqnadhu”, with a Shaddah, meaning, 
‘We revealed it Ayah by Ayah , and have explained it and 
made it clear.”?! Hence Allah says: 


ae see 


<u. & p> 


(I At-Tabari 17 :574. 
(2) At-Tabari 17:573, 574. 
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in order that you might recite it to men>, meaning, convey it to 
the people and recite it to them, 


€& Fy 
at intervals.> meaning slowly. 
hori 3 
<And We have revealed it by stages.» means, little by little. 


ak ae Sed a id ~ oets Ph + te fay ot ef os 8 
DEM oye ple De Wank oe lll BI Gal y TLS Yh ay ian i> 


awed wv Mee werk CB fe i LIE tee ber 29 ny lor sree CA Bee RLS 
Pays ah 4 ws oe, WHAT Y ya) lay Jey ne of yy “ye Ohya ev Tose 


doateth 
€107. Say: “Believe in it or do not believe (in it). Verily, those 


who were given knowledge before it, when it is recited to them, 
fall down on their chins (faces) in humble prostration.""> 


€108. And they say: ‘Glory be to our Lord! Truly, the promise 
of our Lord must be fulfilled.'’> 


€109. And they fall down on their chins (faces) weeping and it 
increases their humility .> 


Those Who were given Knowledge before truly admit the 
Qur’an 
Allah says to His Prophet Muhammad 3: 
<> 


4Say> O Muhammad to these disbelievers concerning what you 
have brought to them of this Glorious Qur’an: 
423 Yaw Bd 

<"'Believe in it (the Qur'an) or do not believe (in it).> 
meaning, it is all the same whether you believe in it or not, for 
it is true in and of itself. It was revealed by Allah, Who 
mentioned it previously in the Books that He revealed to other 
Messengers. Hence He says: 

Cash or lal GS Sci > 

<Verily, those who were given knowledge before it,> 

meaning righteous people among the People of the Book, who 
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adhered to their Books and appreciated them without 
distorting them. 
tpi SZ OD 
¢when it is recited to them,» means, when this Qur'an is recited 
to them, 
{ice SI f8> 
<fall down on their chins (faces) in humble prostration .> 


means, to Allah, in gratitude for the blessing He has bestowed 
on them by considering them fit to live until they met this 
Messenger to whom this Book was revealed. Hence they say: 


diy gat> 
4Glory be to our Lord!>, meaning, they extol and glorify their 
Lord for His perfect power and for not delaying the fulfillment of 
the promise which He made through His earlier Prophets, that 
He would send Muhammad 2%. Hence they said: 
45355 G35 FH SRE 
<Glory be to our Lord! Truly, the promise of our Lord must be 


fulfilled .> 
4S of oss 
¢And they fall down on their chins (faces) weeping} 


means, in submission to Allah, may He be glorified, and in 
expression of their belief and faith in His Book and His 
Messenger 35. 


4033 Aizsp 


dand it increases their humility.» means, it increases them in 
faith and submission. As Allah says: 


C8 FEG8 HS Sh Aah GET Gp 
4While as for those who accept guidance, He increases their 
guidance and bestows on them their Taqwa.> (47:17). 


dax-25> 
¢And they fall down is a description rather than an action [i.e., 
this is a further description of their humility as referred to in 
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Ayah 107; it does not imply that they prostrate twice). 

G Sly, 342 Hh gull WT i ies of Fe igs J at ZS Sp 
€110. Say: “Invoke Allah or invoke Ar-Rahman (the Most 
Gracious), by whatever name you invoke Him (it is the same), 
for to Him belong the Best Names. And offer your Salah 
(prayer) neither aloud nor in a low voice, but follow a way 
between .> 

€111. And say: “All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who 
has not begotten a son, and Who has no partner in (His) 
dominion, nor is He low to have a supporter. And magnify 
Him with all magnificence .""> 


To Allah belong the Most Beautiful Names 
Allah says: 


<i> 


<Say> O Muhammad, to these idolators who deny that Allah 
possesses the attribute of mercy and refuse to call Him Ar- 
Rahman, 
43g ONT 8 25 6 Get ig J at igstp 

¢Invoke Allah or invoke Ar-Rahman (the Most Gracious), by 

whatever name you invoke Him (it is the same), for to Him 

belong the Best Names.> 
meaning, there is no difference between calling on Him as 
Allah or calling on Him as Ar-Rahman, because He has the 
Most Beautiful Names, as He says: 


fof ete 


Com 2M EG Sa GB Coat tue A ll it > 


He is Allah, beside Whom none has the right to be worshipped 
but He the All-Knower of the unseen and the seen. He is the 
Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.» (59:22) 


Until His saying; 
4ONG chal ou i 6 Gi TENT Ap 


. 
red 
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4To Him belong the Best Names. All that is in the heavens and 
the earth glorify Him.> [59:24] 


Makhul reported that one of the idolators heard the Prophet 
34 saying when he was prostrating: “O Most Gracious, O Most 
Merciful.” The idolator said, he claims to pray to One, but he 
is praying to two! Then Allah revealed this Ayah. This was also 
narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas, and by Ibn Jarir.” 


The Command to recite neither loudly nor softly 
iihag 3 
<And offer your Salah neither aloud> 

Imam Ahmad reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said: “This Ayah was 
revealed when the Messenger of Allah #% was preaching 
underground in Makkah.” 

4G oe Ff GIG 2 V5 
¢And offer your Salah neither aloud nor in a low voice,> 

Ibn ‘Abbas said: “When he prayed with his Companions, he 

would recite Qur’an loudly, and when the idolators heard that, 


they insulted the Qur’an, and the One Who had revealed it and 
the one who had brought it. So Allah said to His Prophet 3: 


dala, 42 I5> 


¢And offer your Salah (prayer) neither aloud» means, do not recite 
it aloud, lest the idolators hear you and insult the Qur’an, 


“bh one 


Uy, Cale Yd 
nor in a low voice,» means, nor recite it so quietly that your 
companions cannot hear the Qur’an and learn it from you. 
<but follow a way between .p”'?! 

This was also reported in the Two Sahihs.'5) Ad-Dahhak also 
narrated something similar from Ibn ‘Abbas, and added: 
() At-Tabari 17 :580. 
i2] Ahmad 1:23. 

(31 Fath Al-Bari 8:257, Muslim 1 :329. 
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“When he migrated to Al-Madinah, this no longer applied, and 
he recited as he wished.”""! 

Muhammad bin Ishaq said that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “When the 
Messenger of Allah #§ recited Qur’aén quietly while he was 
praying, the (idolators) would disperse and refuse to listen to 
him; if one of them wanted to hear some of what he was 
reciting in his prayer, he would try to listen without anyone 
seeing him, because he was afraid of them. If he realized that 
anybody knew he was listening, he would go away lest they 
harm him, so he would stop listening. If the Prophet 3 
lowered his voice, those who wanted to listen to his recitation 
could not hear anything, so Allah revealed, 


ores 


ANG, 42 Y5> 
€And offer your Salah neither aloud> 
meaning, do not recite aloud, lest those who want to listen 
disperse for fear of attracting unwelcome attention, 
€t,, ce D> 

qnor in a low voice,» but do not make your voice so soft that the 
one who is trying to listen without being seen cannot hear 
anything at all. Perhaps he will pay attention to some of what 
he hears and benefit from it. 

4g HS & > 

but follow a way between.>"! 


This was the view of ‘Ikrimah, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and 
Qatddah that this Ayah was revealed concerning recitation in 
prayer.'! It was narrated from Ibn Mas‘td: “Do not make it so 
soft that no one can hear it except yourself.”!*) 


Declaration of Tawhid 
45 Sse 5 cal Ul > 
¢And say: “All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has 
(21 At-Tabari 17:585. 


(31 At-Tabari 17 :587. 
(4 At-Tabari 17 :589. 


Sarah 17. Al-Isra@’ (110-111) (Part-15 107 


not begotten a son...''> 
because Allah has stated that the Most Beautiful Names 


belong to Him, and has declared Himself to be above having 
any faults or defects. 


dui GAA AEG G SE 5 cal 6 LO pp 
¢And say: “All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has 


not begotten a son, and Who has no partner in (His) 
dominion...''> 


indeed, He is Allah, (the) One, the Self-Sufficient Master, Who 
begets not, nor was He begotten, and there is none co-equal or 
comparable unto Him. 


ig BAK D 
dnor He is low to have a supporter .> 

means, He is not so humble or weak that He needs to have a 

helper or supporter or adviser, rather He Alone, with no 

partner or associate, may He be exalted, is the Creator of all 

things and is the One Who is running and controlling them by 

His will, with no partner or associate. 


hii 5 AKG LD 
qnor He is low to have a supporter).> 


Mujahid said: He does not form an alliance with anyone, nor 
does He seek the support or help of anyone.!"! 


SSS 
¢And magnify Him with all magnificence.» means, glorify and 
extol Him far above whatever the transgressors and aggressors 
say. 
Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Qurazi used to say about this 
Ayah, 
45 BE 5 ai 6 LOT > 
¢And say: “All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has 
not begotten a son..." 


that the Jews and Christians said that Allah has taken a son; 


Ul At-Tabari 17 :590. 


108 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


the Arabs said, “At Your service, You have no partner except 
the partner You have, and You possess him and whatever he 
owns,” and the Sabians and Magians said, “If it were not for 
the supporters of Allah, He would be weak.” Then Allah 
revealed this Ayah : 


Bia 2 Z pees Be 


WE BASS wi sas i SHG RE F oil 4 cat b> 

tBLE 
¢And say: “All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has 
not begotten a son, and Who has no partner in (His) dominion, 
nor is He low to have a supporter. And magnify Him with all 
magnificence ."">!11 


End of Tafsir Sirah Subhdn [Strat Al-Isra’]. And to Allah be 
the praise and blessings. 


Ml At-Tabari 17:590. 
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The Tafsir of Sdrat Al-Kahf 
(Chapter - 18) 


Which was revealed in Makkah 


What has been mentioned about the Virtues of this 
Sdrah and the first and last ten Aydt, which provide 
protection from the Dajjal 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Bara’ said: “A man recited Al- 
Kahf and there was an animal in the house which began 
acting in a nervous manner. He looked, and saw a fog or 
cloud overhead. He mentioned this to the Prophet #%, who 
said: 

eg 2556 af gid ae O85 Egon Wp S06 bn 


«Keep on reciting so and so, for this is the tranquillity which 
descends when one reads Qur'an or because of reading 
Qur'an 30!) 
This was also recorded in the Two Sahihs.'7| This man who 
recited it was Usayd bin Al-Hudayr, as we have previously 
mentioned in our Tafsir of Surat Al-Bagarah. 
Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Ad-Darda’ that the Prophet 
#2 said: 
SEAN ie pak ASN 52 Ji be ul he bis Ga 
«Whoever memorizes ten Aydt from the beginning of Siirat Al- 
Kahf will be protected from the Dajjal 0"! 
This was also recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud, An-Nasa’ and 
At-Tirmidhi. According to the version recorded by At-Tirmidhi, 
Sh JS fe pul EE bis fo 
«Whoever memorizes three Aydt from the beginning of Al-Kahf.0 


a Ahmad 4:281. 
[2] Fath ALBari 6:719, Muslim 1:548. 
13] Ahmad 5:196. 
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He said, it is “Hasan Sahih." 

In his Mustadrak, Al-Hakim recorded from Abu Sa‘id that the 
Prophet 24% said: 


CBee 525 EEG Al Ge J alah tal yb a G2 1 ya 
“Whoever recites Stirat Al-Kahf on Friday, it will illuminate 
him with light from one Friday to the next.» 


Then he said: “This Hadith has a Sahih chain, but they (Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim) did not record it.”2! Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr 
Al-Bayhagqi also recorded it in his Sunan from Al-Hakim, then 
he narrated with his own chain that the Prophet 3 said: 


mil 6 by TSE id us shyt bi ya 


‘Whoever recites Stirat Al-Kahf as it was revealed, it will be a 
light for him on the Day of Resurrection .»'*! 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 


‘ 
cor ne 


vA ow . Carn oer td a oe Se 4 wee 
at CF seth OS Re AG CST Eo A carp 


> 


4 Fee Se gees vty Bow 4% Sey oye» tte 39 
4a OSS OS ET coal oe Sul gpl 705 ati 
39% A Pe Lope OE EEE lt Tat Ee ode fen be ey Sot 
CS Dh 5 de be oy AG OG tf IB et 5325 iach 
ito 4 dae rr’ ts fee 

EOS YY le ot palo & Ce ee 
41. All praise is due to Allah, Who has sent down to His 
servant the Book, and has not placed therein any crookedness.> 


€2. (He has made it) straight to give warning of a severe 
punishment from Him, and to give good news to the believers, 
who do righteous deeds, that they shall have a fair reward.> 

€3. They shall abide therein forever .> 

<4. And to warn those who say, “Allah has begotten a child."'> 


€5. No knowledge have they of such a thing, nor had their 
fathers. Mighty is the word that comes out of their mouths. 
They utter nothing but a lie.> 


('l Muslim 1:555, Abu Dawad 4:497, An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubra 6:236 & 
Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:195. 

[21 al-Hakim 2:368. 

13) Al-Bayhaqi 3 :249. 
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The Revelation of the Qur’an brings both Good News and 
a Warning 


In the beginning of this Tafsir, we mentioned that Allah, 
praises His Holy Self at the beginning and end of matters, for 
He is the One to be praised in all circumstances, all praise 
and thanks be to Him, in the beginning and in the end. He 
praises Himself for revealing His Mighty Book to His Noble 
Messenger Muhammad 2%, which is the greatest blessing that 
Allah has granted the people of this earth. Through the 
Qur’an, He brings them out of the darkness into light. He has 
made it a Book that is straight, neither distorted nor 
confusion therein. It clearly guides to a straight path, plain 
and manifest, giving a warning to the disbelievers and good 
news to the believers. This is why Allah says: 


qty A A sae b> 


¢and has not placed therein any crookedness.» meaning, there is 
nothing twisted or confusing about it. But He has made it 
balanced and straightforward as He said; 


<a> 
€(He has made it) straight>, meaning straightforward, 
€25 5 Ou CF Sued 
<to give warning of a severe punishment from Him,> 


meaning, to those who oppose His Prophet 2% and disbelieve in 
His Book, He issues a warning of severe punishment hastened 
in this world and postponed to the world Hereafter. 


42555 ya 


¢fron Him> means, from Allah. For none can punish as He 
punishes and none is stronger or more reliable than Him. 


qi. fi0 


¢and to give good news to the aa means, those who believe 
in this Qur’an and confirm their faith by righteous actions. 


4e Gi 4 E> 


¢that they shall have a fair reward.) means, a beautiful reward 
from Allah. 


eo 3 
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445 Sip 


<They shall abide thereiny means, in what Allah rewards them 
with, and that is Paradise, where they will live forever. 


Lip 
<forever.> means, for always, never ending or ceasing to be. 
42105 if SEG at 5335 
¢And to warn those who say, “Allah has begotten a child." > 


Ibn Ishaq said: “These are the pagan Arabs, who said, ‘We 
worship the angels who are the daughters of Allah.’ ”!!! 


fe js oy hp 


4No knowledge have they of such a thing,» meaning, this thing 
that they have fabricated and made up. 


4505 Gd 
nor had their fathers.» meaning, their predecessors. 
dinee E> 
<Mighty is the word» This highlights the seriousness and 
enormity of the lie they have made up. Allah says: 
<Mighty is the word that comes out of their mouths .> 


meaning, it has no basis apart from what they say, and they 
have no evidence for it apart from their own lies and 
fabrications. Hence Allah says: 


CSF, SIE yp 
<They utter nothing but a lie.» 


Reason why this Sdrah was revealed 


Muhammad bin Ishaq mentioned the reason why this Surah 
was revealed. He said that an old man from among the people 
of Egypt who came to them some forty-odd years ago told him, 


Ol At-Tabari 17:595. 
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from Tkrimah that Ibn ‘Abbas said: 

“The Quraysh sent An-Nadr bin Al-Harith and Uqbah bin Abi 
Muift to the Jewish rabbis in Al-Madinah, and told them: ‘Ask 
them (the rabbis) about Muhammad, and describe him to 
them, and tell them what he is saying. They are the people of 
the first Book, and they have more knowledge of the Prophets 
than we do.’ So they set out and when they reached Al- 
Madinah, they asked the Jewish rabbis about the Messenger 
of Allah 3%. They described him to them and told them some of 
what he had said. They said, You are the people of the 
Tawrah and we have come to you so that you can tell us 
about this companion of ours.’ They (the rabbis) said, ‘Ask him 
about three things which we will tell you to ask, and if he 
answers them then he is a Prophet who has been sent (by 
Allah); if he does not, then he is saying things that are not 
true, in which case how you will deal with him will be up to 
you. Ask him about some young men in ancient times, what 
was their story? For theirs is a strange and wondrous tale. 
Ask him about a man who travelled a great deal and reached 
the east and the west of the earth. What was his story? And 
ask him about the Rah (soul or spirit) - what is it? If he tells 
you about these things, then he is a Prophet, so follow him, 
but if he does not tell you, then he is a man who is making 
things up, so deal with him as you see fit.’ So An-Nadr and 
‘Ugbah left and came back to the Quraysh, and said: ‘O people 
of Quraysh, we have come to you with a decisive solution 
which will put an end to the problem between you and 
Muhammad. The Jewish rabbis told us to ask him about some 
matters,’ and they told the Quraysh what they were. Then they 
came to the Messenger of Allah 3 and said, ‘O Muhammad, 
tell us,’ and they asked him about the things they had been 
told to ask. The Messenger of Allah said, 


«] will tell you tomorrow about what you have asked me.» 


but he did not say ‘If Allah wills.’ So they went away, and the 
Messenger of Allah # stayed for fifteen days without any 
revelation from Allah concerning that, and Jibril, peace be 
upon him, did not come to him either. The people of Makkah 
started to doubt him, and said, ‘Muhammad promised to tell 
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aN v4 SDEN us the next day, and 
‘es ees, 7 po mre we, Oi 
io wei ae SENG] % seine “ hte now fifteen days have 
cy oeSee gmp et tae t oeq |]gone by and he has 
BES pe AE ES OSM) Iaaologarsal not told us anything 
in response to the 
G1) Cleasolilig sa dolen,s hidle questions we asked.’ 
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2272308 - were saying about 
him. Then Jibril came 
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Lots ae 


we [peoea ran On (JB iY yp BE for feeling sad about 

i Ane faves ors the idolators. The 

2 seis IE iG hwesbonlet a Surah also told him 

mg D a bys SGMearvocel AAS about the things they 

ee oews --z., 4s ||had asked him about, 

Orsi ail te BAilyes obi V3 ba Hits the young men and 

the traveler. The 
question about the Rah was answered in the Ayah; 


Cel So eal & aisLap 


€And they ask you concerning the Rith (the spirit); say: ‘The 
Rith...""> [17:85]. 


Sp Ebley o OAS acess 


ore eae for oa rerred foe a 
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46. Perhaps, you would kill yourself in ae over their 

footsteps, because they believe not in this narration.» 

€7. Verily, we have made that which is on earth an adornment 


() At-Tabari 17:592. 
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for it, in order that We may test which of them are best in 
deeds .> 


<8. And verily, We shall make all that is on it bare, dry soil .> 


Do not feel sorry because the Idolators do not believe 


Allah consoles His Messenger 3% for his sorrow over the 
idolators because they would not believe and keep away from 
him. He also said: 


45s pyle LE CAE Sey 
<So destroy not yourself in sorrow for them .> [35:8] 


ve ered 


date G2 Vp 
¢And grieve not over them.> (16:127] 
€It may be that you are going to kill yourself with grief, that 
they do not become believers.> [26:3] 


meaning, maybe you will destroy yourself with your grief over 
them. Allah says: 


dscssil ks Uk 5 a ca & AE es Seay 


<Perhaps, you would kill yourself in grief, over their footsteps, 
because they believe not in this narration .> 


meaning the Qur’an. 
<Gcl> 


<in griefp 

Allah is saying, ‘do not destroy yourself with regret.’ Qatadah 
said: “killing yourself with anger and grief over them.”!!! 
Mujahid said: “with anxiety.”7! These are synonymous, so the 
meaning is: ‘Do not feel sorry for them, just convey the 
Message of Allah to them. Whoever goes the right way, then he 
goes the right way only for the benefit of himself. And whoever 
goes astray, then he strays at his own loss, so do not destroy 
yourself in sorrow for them.’ 


(1 At-Tabari 17: 597-598. 
[2] At-Tabari 17:598. 
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This World is the Place of Trial 


Then Allah tells us that He has made this world a temporary 
abode, adorned with transient beauty, and He made it a place 
of trial, not a place of settlement. So He says: 
4286 Sal A ota dB; SM oe Gp 
<Verily, we have made that which is on earth an adornment for 
it, in order that We may test which of them are best in deeds.> 


Abu Maslamah narrated from Abu Nadrah from Abu Sa‘id that 
the Messenger of Allah 3 said: 


1,26 oes bu eG Gs pSabhin, aul 515 apas yi feat Sp 
eel 3 ENE Joey 5 2 ONS cut B15 can 


‘This world is sweet and green, and Allah makes you 
generations succeeding one another, so He is watching what 
you will do. Beware of (the beguilements of) this world and 
beware of women, for the first affliction that Children of Israel 
suffered from was that of womens!" 


Then Allah tells us that this world will pass away and come to 
an end, as He says: 
Ce ne CEU Sb O15 
¢And verily, We shall make all that is on it bare, dry soil.> 


means, ‘after having adorned it, We will destroy it and make 
everything on it bare and dry, with no vegetation or any other 
benefit.’ 

Al-‘Awfi reported from Ibn ‘Abbas that this means everything 
on it would be wiped out and destroyed.!7|_ Mujahid said: “a 
dry and barren plain.”*! Qatadah said, “A plain on which 
there are no trees or vegetation.”*! 

jy Eat Sl OU GK 5 OF 2335 GET CT as 
me oS 1S OS. Ges 2S A» te TH US GK 
(1) Ahmad 3:22. 
[21 At-Tabari 17:599. 
(31 At-Tabari 17 :599. 
(41 At-Tabari 17 :600. 
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€9. Do you think that the people of Al-Kahf and Ar-Ragim 
were a wonder among Our signs?> 


<€10. When the young men fled for refuge to Al-Kahf. They 
said: “Our Lord! Bestow on us mercy from Yourself, and 
facilitate for us our affair in the right way!" 

411. Therefore, We covered up their hearing in Al-Kahf for a 
number of years .> 


412. Then We raised them up, that We might test which of the 
two parties was best at calculating the time period they tarried .> 


The Story of the People of Al-Kahf 


Here Allah tells us about the story of the people of Al-Kahfin brief 
and general terms, then He explains it in more detail. He says: 


4ei5 slp 
€Do you think» -O Muhammad - 
QUE GK 5 OE 5a GST Cnt a> 
<that the people of Al-Kahf and Ar-Ragim were a wonder 
among Our signs?> 
meaning, their case was not something amazing compared to 
Our power and ability, for the creation of the heavens and 
earth, the alternation of night and day and the subjugation of 
the sun, moon and heavenly bodies, and other mighty signs 
indicate the great power of Allah and show that He is able to 
do whatever He wills. He is not incapable of doing more 
amazing things than the story of the people of the Cave. 
Similarly, Ibn Jurayj reported Mujahid saying about, 
4H BH 5 BE 2G GS OE eh o> 
¢Do you think that the people of Al-Kahf and Ar-Ragim were a 
wonder among Our signs?> 


amneng Our signs are things that are more amazing than 
this.” 


( At-Tabari 17:601. 
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Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said: 


4S an BE a SST Csi I CL slp 


<Do you think that the people of Al-Kahf and Ar-Ragim were a 
wonder among Our signs?> 


“What I have given to you of knowledge, the Sunnah and the 
Book is far better than ‘he story of the people of Al-Kahf and 
Ar-Ragim.”"| Muhammad bin Ishaq said: “(It means) I have 
not shown My creatures a proof more amazing than the story 
of the people of the Al-Kahf and Ar-Raqim.”!! 

Al-Kahf refers to a cave in a mountain, which is where the 
young men sought refuge. With regard to the word Ar-Ragqim, 
Al-‘Awfi reported from Ibn ‘Abbas that it is a valley near 
Aylah.'*! This was also said [in another narration] by ‘Atiyah Al- 
‘Awfi and Qatadah. Ad-Dahhak said: “As for Al-Kahf, it is a cave 
in the valley,'*! and Ar-Ragim is the name of the valley.” 
Mujahid said, “Ar-Raqim refers to their buildings.” Others said it 
refers to the valley in which their cave was. 

‘Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said about Ar-Raqim: 
“Ka‘b used to say that it was the town.” Ibn Jurayj reported 
that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Ar-Raqgim is the mountain in which the 
cave was.” Said bin Jubayr said, “Ar-Ragqim is a tablet of stone 
on which they wrote the story of the people of the Cave, then 
they placed it at the entrance to the Cave.”° 


G4 BOBS Ho tr H UG GS hy call Gh > 
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4(Remember) when the young men fled for refuge to Al-Kahf. 


They said: ‘Our Lord! Bestow on us mercy from Yourself, and 
facilitate for us our affair in the right way!"'> 


Here Allah tells us about those young men who fled from their 
people for the sake of their religion, fearing persecution. So 


1] At-Tabari 17:601. 
2] At-Tabari 17:601. 
(3) At-Tabari 17 :602. 
(1 At-Tabari 17 :602. 
IS] At-Tabari 17 :602. 
16] At-Tabari 17 :603. 
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they fled taking refuge in the cave of a mountain, where they 
hid from their people. When they entered the cave, they asked 
Allah to show mercy and kindness towards them, 


yh a te Tsp 
€Our Lord! Bestow on us mercy from Yourself,> 
meaning, ‘give us Your mercy and conceal us from our people.’ 
4655 6A 5G igasd 
¢and facilitate for us our affair in the right way.> 


means, direct our matter well, i.e., grant us a good end. As 
was reported in the Hadith: 


W335 EGE LG Lait) E235 up 
tWhatever You have decreed for us, make its consequences 
good!" 
CEU See GET 4 pit H CSSD 
<Therefore, We covered up their hearing in the cave for a 
number of years .> 


meaning, ‘We caused them to sleep when they entered the 
cave, and they slept for many years.’ 


<pise SD 


€Then We raised them up> from that slumber, and one of them 
went out with his Dirhams (silver coins) to buy them some food, 
as it will be discussed in more detail below. Allah says: 


dail BB es BD 
<Then We raised them up, that We might test which of the two 
parties> 
meaning, the two parties who disputed about them, 
41 A cgal> 
¢was best at calculating the time period that they tarried. > 
It was said that this refers to how 2006 they stayed in the cave. 


oae 
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'l Ahmad 6: 147. 
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€13. We narrate unto you their story with truth: Truly, they 


were young men who believed in their Lord (Allah), and We 
increased them in guidance.» 


€14, And We made their hearts firm and strong when they 
stood up and said: “Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens and 
the earth, never shall we call upon any god other than Him; if 
we did, we should indeed have uttered an enormity in 
disbelief.> 


€15. These our people have taken for worship gods other than 
Him. Why do they not bring for them a clear authority? And 
who does more wrong than he who invents a lie against Allah.> 


€16. (The young men said to one another:) ‘And when you 
withdraw from them, and that which they worship, except 
Allah, then seek refuge in the cave; your Lord will open a way 
for you from His mercy and will make easy for you your affair." 


Their Belief in Allah and their Retreat from their People 


From here Allah begins to explain the story in detail. He states 
that they were boys or young men, and that they were more 
accepting of the truth and more guided than the elders who 
had become stubbornly set in their ways and clung to the 
religion of falsehood. For the same reason, most of those who 
responded to Allah and His Messenger # were young people. 
As for the elders of Quraysh, most of them kept to their 
religion and only a few of them became Muslims. So Allah tells 
us that the people of the cave were young men. Mujahid said, 
“I was informed that some of them wore some kind of earrings, 
then Allah guided them and inspired them to fear Him, so 
they recognized His Oneness, and bore witness that there is 
no god besides Him.”!! 


1] Fath Al-Bari 1:60. 
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eseoaer 


Pad 
4534 24555 
dand We increased them in guidance.> 


From this and other similar Aydt, several scholars, such as Al- 
Bukhari and others, understood that faith may increase, that 
it may vary in degrees, and that it may fluctuate.!!) Allah 
says: 


4558 245555 
¢and We increased them in guidance.> as He said elsewhere: 
CC ee EG 6k Ba HAT EalG> 


¢While as for those who accept guidance, He increases their 
guidance and bestows on them their Taqwa.> [47:17] 


EK SGLES hy G Gn all ip 
¢As for those who believe, it has increased their faith, and they 
rejoice .> [9:124}, 


qed Cy Gang > 


€...that they may grow more in faith along with their (present) 

faith.> [48:4] 
There are other Aydt indicating the same thing. 
It has been mentioned that they were followers of the religion 
of Al-Masih Isa, IsA bin Maryam, but Allah knows best. It 
seems that they lived before the time of Christianity altogether, 
because if they had been Christians, the Jewish rabbis would 
not have cared about preserving because of their differences. 
We have mentioned above the report from Ibn ‘Abbas that the 
Quraysh sent a message to the Jewish rabbis in Al-Madinah 
to ask them for things with which they could test the 
Messenger of Allah #, and they told them to ask him about 
these young men, and about Dhul-Qarnayn (the man who 
traveled much) and about the Ruh. This indicates that this 
story was something recorded in the books of the People of the 
Book, and that it came before Christianity. And Allah knows 
best. 


"1 Fath ALBari 6:426. 
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¢And We made their hearts firm and strong when they stood 
up and said: ‘'Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the 
earth,> 


Here Allah is saying: ‘We gave them the patience to go against 
their people and their city, and to leave behind the life of 
luxury and ease that they had been living.’ Several of the 
earlier and later Tafsir scholars have mentioned that they were 
sons of the kings and leaders of Byzantium, and that they 
went out one day to one of the festivals of their people. They 
used to gather once a year outside the city, and they would 
worship idols and offer sacrifices to them. They had an 
arrogant, tyrannical king who was called Decianus, who 
commanded and encouraged the people to do that. When the 
people went out to attend this gathering, these young men 
went out with their fathers and their people, and when they 
saw their people’s actions with clear insight, they realized that 
the prostrations and sacrifices the people were offering to their 
idols should only be dedicated to Allah, Who created the 
heavens and the earth. Each of them started to withdraw from 
his people and keep aloof from them. The first one of them to 
move away on his own went and sat in the shade of a tree, 
then another came and sat with him, then another came and 
sat with them, then four more followed suit one by one. None 
of them knew the others, but they were brought together by 
the One Who instilled faith in their hearts. 

As it says in the Hadith recorded by Al-Bukhari with an 
incomplete chain of narrators from ‘A’ishah (may Allah be 
pleased with her), the Messenger of Allah #4 said: 


Caer Qh S15 Gy GEN GL GW LS GEN Se 215590 
«Souls are like recruited soldiers. Those that recognize one 


another will come together, and those that do not recognize one 
another will turn away from each anothers." 


Muslim also recorded this in his Sahih from the Hadith of 
Suhayl from his father from Abu Hurayrah from the 


11 Muslim 4:2031. 
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Messenger of Allah xs.''! People say that similar qualities or 
characteristics are what bring people together. 

So each of the young men was trying to conceal what he 
really believed from the others, out of fear of them, not 
knowing that they were like him. Then one of them said, “O 
people, you know by Allah that only one thing is making you 
leave your people and isolate yourselves from them, so let each 
one of you say what it is in his case.” Another said, “As for 
me, by Allah I saw what my people are doing and I realized 
that it was false, and that the only One Who deserves to be 
worshipped Alone with out partner or associate is Allah Who 
created everything, the heavens, the earth and everything in 
between.” Another said, “By Allah, the same thing happened to 
me.” The others said the same, and they all agreed and 
became brothers in faith. They adopted a particular location as 
a place of worship and began worshipping Allah there, but 
their people found out about them and told their king about 
them. The king ordered them to appear before him, and asked 
them about their beliefs. They told him the truth and called 
him to Allah, as Allah says about them: 


we 4 .F 29% 4 Lek eae Be be ere age n,n er 
RUS) 259d oe BES I ENG ht S56 ES UG YG est & ELS 


¢And We made their hearts firm and strong when they stood 
up and said: “Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the 
earth, never shall we call upon any god other than Him...'"> 


“Never" (Lan) implies an absolute and eternal negation, 
meaning, ‘this will never happen, and if we were to do that it 
would be false.’ So Allah says about them: 


CALE hy TH lalp 
€...if we did, we should indeed have uttered an enormity in 
disbelief.> 
meaning, untruth and utter falsehood. 
C55 phils 4 Hh ax wo w WAI aS Hay 


<These, our people, have taken for worship gods other than Him 
(Allah). Why do they not bring for them a clear authority?> 


("l Fath AlLBari 1:87. 
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meaning, why do they not produce some clear evidence and 
genuine proof for their behavior? 
qe i GMB Le A Sp 
¢And who does more wrong than he who invents a lie against 
Allah. > 


They said: ‘but by saying that they are lying transgressors.’ It 
was said that when they called their king to believe in Allah, 
he refused, and warned and threatened them. He commanded 
them to be stripped of their clothing bearing the adornments 
of their people, then he gave them some time to think about 
the situation, hoping that they would return to their former 
religion. This was a way that Allah showed kindness for them, 
because during that time they managed to escape from him 
and flee from persecution for the sake of their religion. This is 
what is prescribed in the Shari‘ah during times of trial and 
persecution — a person who fears for his religion should flee 
from his persecutors, as was reported in the Hadith: 


bi BN i545 Sth Gad & OS Sarl ou SOS Of ae 
«Soon there will come a time when the best wealth any of you 
can have will be sheep, which he can follow to the tops of the 
mountains and places where rain falls, (fleeing) for the sake of 
his religion from persecution .3!") 
In such cases, it is allowed to seclude oneself from people, but 
this is not prescribed in any other case, because by such 
seclusion one loses the benefits of congregational and Friday 
prayers. 


These young men were determined to flee from their people, 
and Allah decreed that for them, as He says about them, 


Cal Sy oh Uy betel 5d 


€And when you withdraw from them, and that which they 
worship, except Allah,> 


meaning, when you depart from them and follow a different 
religion, opposing their worship of others besides Allah, then 


() Fath ALBari 7:11. 
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separate from them in a physical sense too, 
et A<¥ SS wh Sil J} lyb> 


then seek refuge in the cave; your Lord will open a way for 
you from His mercy> 


meaning, He will bestow His mercy upon you, by which He will 
conceal you from your people. 


daa SA 5 esd 
¢and will make easy for you your affair.» means, He will give you 
what you need. 

So they left and fled to the cave where they sought refuge. 
Then their people noticed they were missing, and the king 
looked for them, and it was said when he could not find them 
that Allah concealed them from him so that he could not find 
any trace of them or any information about them, as Allah 
concealed His Prophet Muhammad 3% and his Companion 
{Abu Bakr] As-Siddiq, when they sought refuge in the cave of 
Thawr. The Quraysh idolators came in pursuit, but they did 
not find him even though they passed right by him. When the 
Messenger of Allah #% noticed that As-Siddiq was anxious and 
said, “O Messenger of Allah, if one of them looks down at the 
place of his feet, he will see us,” he told him: 


eee at SL tb aS of 
«O Abu Bakr, what do you think of two who have Allah as 
their third?» 
And Allah said: 

3 OB eH oa Wyte Suit a yy ci cs AS ty A Ip 

ok Hien ai Gb ce to REV ae Sis 4 al 

BM kaees PAM dee ell ee Jas as AB Hs 
CLS Sas Bh ch <p 

<If you help him not, for Allah did indeed help him when the 

disbelievers drove him out, the second of the two; when they 

were in the cave, he said to his companion: ‘‘Do not grieve, 

surely, Allah is with us."’ Then Allah sent down His 

tranquillity upon him, and strengthened him with forces which 
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you saw not, and made the word of those who disbelieved the 
lower, while the Word of Allah became the higher; and Allah is 
All-Mighty, All-Wise.> [9:40] 
The story of this cave (Thawr| is far greater and more 
wondrous than that of the people of the Cave. 


Sb posh GEG ill 26 tS & 59 by OT es BD 
BS 5 ST G8 Si at oF Bi Sl be GS Ls GS hs a 

Ces Oh dg 
417. And you might have seen the sun, when it rose, declining 
to the right from their cave, and when it set, turning away 
from them to the left, while they lay in the midst of the cave. 
That is from the Ayat of Allah. He whom Allah guides, he is 
the rightly-guided; but he whom He sends astray, for him you 
will find no guardian to lead him.» 


The Location of the Cave 


This indicates that the entrance to the cave faced north, 
because Allah tells us that when the sun was rising, sunlight 
entered the cave 


¢the right?, meaning that the shade decreased towards the 
right, as Ibn ‘Abbas, Sa‘id bin Jubayr and Qatadah said: 


Bers 


2s? 


¢declining> means leaning.''! Every time the sun rises on the 
horizon, its rays decline until there is nothing left in such a 
place when it reaches its zenith. So Allah said, 


4ICH 8 gb Oi HD 
dand when it set, turning away from them to the left,> 


meaning, it entered their cave from the left of its entrance, which 
means from the west. This proves what we say, and it is clear to 
anyone who thinks about the matter and has some knowledge of 
astronomy and the paths of the sun, moon and stars. If the 


(1 At-Tabari 17 :620. 
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entrance of the cave faced east, nothing would have entered it 
when the sun set, and if it faced the direction of the Qiblah (in this 
case, south), nothing would have entered it at the time of sunrise 
or sunset, and the shadows would have leaned neither to the 
right nor the left. If it had faced west, nothing would have entered 
it at the time of sunrise, until after the sun had passed its zenith, 
and would have stayed until sunset. This supports what we have 
said, and to Allah is the praise. 

Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah said that “turning away 
from them” means that it would shine on them and then leave 
them.!'! Allah has told us this, and He wants us to 
understand it and ponder its meaning, but He did not tell us 
the location of this cave, i.e., in which country on earth it is, 
because there is no benefit for us in knowing that, and no 
legislative objective behind it. If there was any spiritual or 
religious interest that could be served by our knowing that, 
Allah and His Messenger would have taught us about it, as 
the Prophet # said: 


tay pSEIEH 85 Sy ON Se Shes Sod J Ke eS Leg 
“I have not left anything that will bring you closer to Paradise 


and keep you further away from Hell but I have certainly 
taught you about it.»!?! 


So Allah has told us about the features of the cave, but He 
did not tell us where it is, and He said, 


tad fF 59 clb gy ABI i> 

€And you might have seen the sun, when it rose, declining 

from their cave. 
Malik narrated from Zayd bin Aslam, “Leaning.” 

C2 AS 3 BS JET Sb ES O15 cl Susp 

the right, and when it set, turning away from them to the 

left, while they lay in the midst of the cave .> 
meaning, the sun entered the cave without touching them, 
because if it had touched them, it would have burnt their 


Ol At-Tabari 17 :621,622. 
21 ‘Abdur-Razzaq 11:125. 
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Bef Heo teh A we, Foe 
uch rsS bake, the One Who guided 
these young men to 
true guidance among their people, for the one whom Allah 
guides is truly guided, and the one whom Allah leaves astray 
will find no one to guide him. 
ib, Es 4% JOB Ss ll 25 AS 38 hy Ga a> 
418. And you would have thought them awake, whereas they 
were asleep. And We turned them on their right and on their 
left sides, and their dog stretching forth his two forelegs at the 
Wasid. Had you happened upon them, you would certainly 
have turned back from them in flight, and would certainly have 
been filled with awe of them. 


bodies and clothes. 
This was the view of 
Ibn ‘Abbas. !#! 


Cail oh Se Sp 


<That is from the Ayat of 
Allah>, how He guided 
them to this cave 
where He kept them 
alive, and the sun and 
wind entered the cave 
preserving their 
bodies. Allah says, 


Cl ih bo Sd 


<That is from the Ayat 
of Allah.» Then He 
says: 


i “ 
Lor wer, 


“, eats oar pte 


Cell 36 cal ae ob 

¢He whom Allah guides, 
he is the rightly-guided ;> 
,» a4 |/meaning that He is 


ve 


(1) At-Tabari 17 :620. 
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Their Sleep in the Cave 


Some of the scholars mentioned that when Allah caused them 
to sleep, their eyelids did not close, lest disintegration took 
hold of them. If their eyes remained open to the air, this would 
be better for the sake of preservation. Allah says: 


45535 chs cal gs 
¢And you would have thought them awake, whereas they were 
asleep. > 
It was mentioned that when the wolf sleeps, it closes one eye 
and keeps one eye open, then it switches eyes while asleep. 
ESE Sy acl O15 ariets> 
¢And We turned them on their right and on their left sides, 
Ibn ‘Abbas said: “If they did not turn over, the earth would 
have consumed them.”!! 
anh thy LS 85> 
¢and their dog stretching forth his two forelegs at the Wasid> 


Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Sa‘id bin Jubayr and Qatadah said: “The 
Wasid means the threshold.”7! Ibn ‘Abbas said: “By the 
door.”'3! It was said: “On the ground.” The correct view is that 
it means on the threshold, i.e., at the door. 


CCH gk GD 
«Verily, it shall be closed upon them> (104:8] 


Their dog lay down at the door, as is the habit of dogs. Ibn 
Jurayj said, “He was guarding the door for them.”*! It was his 
nature and habit to lie down at their door as if guarding them. 
He was sitting outside the door, because the angels do not 
enter a house in which there is a dog, as was reported in As- 
Sahih, nor do they enter a house in which there is an image, a 
person in a state of ritual impurity or a disbeliever, as was 


() At-Tabari 17 :620. 
[2] At-Tabari 17 :624,625. 
(3) At-Tabari 17 :625. 
(4) at-Tabari 17 :625. 
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narrated in the Hasan Hadith"! The blessing they enjoyed 
extended to their dog, so the sleep that overtook them 
overtook him too. This is the benefit of accompanying good 
people, and so this dog attained fame and stature. It was said 
that he was the hunting dog of one of the people which is the 
more appropriate view, or that he was the dog of the king’s 
cook, who shared their religious views, and brought his dog 
with him. And Allah knows best. 

Allah says: 


MS te GS is Di SAS oe GaN Sp 
¢Had you happened upon them, you would certainly have 


turned back from them in flight, and would certainly have been 
filled with awe of thent.> 


meaning that Allah made them appear dreadful, so that no 
one could look at them without being filled with terror, 
because of the frightening appearance they had been given. 
This was so that no one would come near them or touch them 
until the appointed time when their sleep would come to an 
end as Allah willed, because of the wisdom, clear proof and 
great mercy involved in that. 


HB Bl Sy oid yy peel Rats BAY uy AN KS He 95 

ENN LS SG pele o pov I Ste Kk ya 
419. Likewise, We woke them that they might question one 
another. A speaker among them said : ‘‘How long have you stayed 
(here)?" They said : ‘We have stayed a day or part of a day.”’ They 
said: “Your Lord knows best how long you have stayed (here). 
So send one of you with this silver coin of yours to the town, and 


let him find out which is the Azka food, and bring some of that to 
you. And let him be careful and let no man know of you.""> 


<20. “For, if they come to know of you, they will stone you or 
turn you back to their religion; and in that case you will never 
be successful .'"> 


1 Abu Dawad 2:192-193 with different wording. 
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Their awakening and sending One of Themselves to buy 
Food 


Allah says: just as We caused them to sleep, We resurrected 
them with their bodies, hair and skin intact, and nothing 
lacking in their form and appearance.’ This was after three 
hundred and nine years. This is why they asked each other, 
4245 p> 
¢<How long have you stayed (here)?> meaning, ‘how long have you 
slept?’ 
455 Boe FCG AS Bap 
<They said: ‘We have stayed a day or part of a day.’'> 
because they entered the cave at the beginning of the day, and 
they woke up at the end of the day, which is why they then said, 
ES ey el SSS NG BS as Sip 
¢"...or a part of a day." They said: “Your Lord knows best 
how long you have stayed...''> 


meaning, ‘Allah knows best about your situation.’ It seems that 
they were not sure about how long they had slept, and Allah 
knows best. Then they turned their attention to more pressing 
matters, like their need for food and drink, so they said: 


Kiss eal Fats 
€So send one of you with this silver coin of yours > 
They had brought with them some Dirhams (silver coins) from 
their homes, to buy whatever they might need, and they had 
given some in charity and kept some, so they said: 
dail Jy was Ky etl Hails y 
4So send one of you with this silver coin of yours to the town,> 
meaning to their city, which they had left. The definite article 
indicates that they were referring to a known city. 
405i SU BD 

qand let him find out which is the Azka food.» Azkd means 
“purest”, as Allah says elsewhere, 


Gif oh Ke GU KES KE A 3S Tp 
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¢And had it not been for the grace of Allah and His mercy on 
you, not one of you would ever have been pure [Zaka] from 
sins> [24:21] and 


40H » il D> 
<Indeed whosoever purifies himself [Tazakka] shall achieve 
success.» [87:14] 
From the same root also comes the word Zakdh, which makes 
one’s wealth good and purifies it. 
¢lcs) 


€And let him be carefuly meaning when he goes out buying food 
and coming back. They were telling him to conceal himself as 
much as he could, 


C585 KG Wa 4 OU pe LS 
¢and let no man know of you. For, if they come to know of 
you, they will stone you> 


means, ‘if they find out where you are,’ 
cake ob ped I Sty 
<they will stone you or turn you back to their religion ;> 


They were referring to the followers of Decianus, who they 
were afraid might find out where they were, and punish them 
with all kinds of torture until they made them go back to their 
former religion, or until they died, for if they agreed to go back 
to their (old) religion, they would never attain success in this 
world or the Hereafter. So they said: 


4k 8 GS LD 
¢and in that case you will never be successful .> 


oops et 8 wy vee on ae 2 Of Be se ver f twdver ove Ate oe 
S25 3 Ga Vast oS of 25 SN |b eet aie > 
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€21. And thus We made their case known, that they might 


know that the promise of Allah is true, and that there can be no 
doubt about the Hour. (Remember) when they (the people) 
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disputed among themselves about their case, they said: 
“Construct a building over them; their Lord knows best about 
them," (then) those who won their point said: ‘We verily, shall 
build a place of worship over them." 


How the People of the City came to know about Them; 
building a Memorial over the Cave 


pale Chel Wes> . 
¢And thus We made their case known,) means, ‘We caused the 
people to find them.’ 
4Ga 5 Vi es OI iPip 
<that they might know that the promise of Allah is true, and 
that there can be no doubt about the Hour.> 


Several scholars of the Salaf mentioned that the people of that 
time were skeptical about the Resurrection. Tkrimah said: 
“There was a group of them who said that the souls would be 
resurrected but not the bodies, so Allah resurrected the people 
of the Cave as a sign and proof of resurrection.”"! They 
mentioned that when they wanted to send one of their 
members out to the city to buy them something to eat, he 
disguised himself and set out walking by a different route, 
until he reached the city, which they said was called Daqsts. 
He thought that it was not long since he left it, but in fact 
century after century, generation after generation, nation after 
nation had passed, and the country and its people had 
changed. He saw no local landmarks that he recognized, and 
he did not recognize any of the people, elite or commoners. He 
began to feel confused and said to himself, “Maybe I am crazy 
or deluded, maybe I am dreaming.” Then he said, “By Allah, | 
am nothing of the sort, what I know I saw last night was 
different from this.” Then he said, “I had better get out of 
here.” Then he went to one of the men selling food, gave him 
the money he had and asked him to sell him some food. When 
the man saw the money he did not recognize it or its imprint, 
so he passed it to his neighbor and they all began to pass it 


1 Tarikh At-Tabari 2:9. 
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around, saying, “Maybe this man found some treasure.” They 
asked him who he was and where he got this money. Had he 
found a treasure? Who was he? He said, “I am from this land, 
I was living here yesterday and Decianus was the ruler.” They 
accused him of being crazy and took him to the governor who 
questioned him about his circumstances, and he told him. He 
was confused about his situation. When he told them about it, 
they — the king and the people of the city — went with him to 
the cave, where he told them, “Let me go in first and let my 
companions know.” It was said that the people did not know 
how he entered it, and that the people did not know about 
their story. It was also said that they did enter the cave and 
see them, and the king greeted them and embraced them. 
Apparently he was a Muslim, and his name was Tedosis. They 
rejoiced at meeting him and spoke with him, then they bid 
farewell to him and went back to sleep, then Allah caused 
them to die. And Allah knows best.!"! 
eps Chel ie > 

¢And thus We made their case known,» meaning, just as We 
caused them to sleep then woke them up physically intact, We 
made their story known to the people of that time.’ 


Cried os SS Ge eI EAs Gp 
<that they might know that the promise of Allah is true, and 
that there can be no doubt about the Hour. (Remember) when 
they (the people) disputed among themselves about their case,> 


meaning, about Resurrection. Some believed in it and some 
denied it, so Allah made their discovery of the people of the 
cave evidence either in their favor or against them. 


¢they said: ‘Construct a building over them; their Lord knows 
best about them,''> 
meaning, seal the door of their cave over them, and leave them 
as they are. 


se ope 
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éthose who won their 
point said: ‘'We verily, 
shall build a place of 
worship over them." 
Those who said this 
were the people of 
power and influence, 
but were they good 
people or not? There 
is some debate on 
this point, because 
the Prophet 3 said: 
GOLAN Syght Mer sah 
HUT 558 yids 
els ppemlles 
‘Allah has cursed the 
Jews and the Christians 
who took the graves of 
their Prophets and right- 
eous peo ple as places of 
worship»'*! Warning 
against what they did. 
We have reported 
about the Commander 
of the faithful ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab that when he found the 
grave of Danyal (Daniel) in Iraq during his period of rule, he gave 
orders that news of this grave should be withheld from the 


people, and that the inscription containing mention of battles 
etc., that they found there should be buried.|?! 
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422. They say they were three, the dog being the fourth among 


1) Fath ALBari 1 :634. 
2] Al-Bidayah Wan-Nihdyah 7:88. 
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them; and they say they were five, the dog being the sixth, 
guessing at the unseen; and they say they were seven, and the 
dog being the eighth. Say: “My Lord knows best their number; 
none knows them but a few." So debate not except with the 
clear proof. And consult not any of them (about the people of 
the Cave) .> 


Their Number 


Allah tells us that people disputed over the number of the 
people of the Cave. The Ayah mentions three views, proving 
that there was no fourth suggestion. Allah indicates that the 
first two opinions are invalid, by saying, 
€cail, G5> 

<guessing at the unseen>, meaning that they spoke without 
knowledge, like a person who aims at an unknown target - he 
is hardly likely to hit it, and if he does, it was not on purpose. 


Then Allah mentions the third opinion, and does not 
comment on it, or He affirms it by saying, 


trl peisd 
¢and the dog being the eighth.> indicating that this is correct and 
this is what happened. 
dering > 
€Say : “My Lord knows best their number...'’> 


indicating that the best thing to do in matters like this is to 
refer knowledge to Allah, because there is no need to indulge 
in discussing such matters without knowledge. If we are given 
knowledge of a matter, then we may talk about it, otherwise 
we should refrain. 


45.5 Vy pls > 
<none knows them but a few.> of mankind. Qatadah said that Ibn 
‘Abbas said: “I am one of the few mentioned in this Ayah; they 


were seven.” !! Ibn Jurayj also narrated that ‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani 
narrated from him, “I am one of those referred to in this Ayah,” 


"1 At-Tabari 17 :642. 
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vf] 


and he would say: “Their number was seven. Ibn Jarir 


recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said: 

45.5 Ls up 
none knows them but a few.> “I am one of the few, and they 
were seven.” The chains of these reports narrated from Ibn 


‘Abbas, which say that they were seven, are Sahih, and this is 
in accordance with what we have stated above. 


dob TV rd 25 Yad 
€So debate not except with the clear proof.> 


meaning, gently and politely, for there is not a great deal to be 
gained from knowing about that. 
4654 2 gh HES UD 
¢And consult not any of them (about the people of the Cave).> 


meaning, They do not have any knowledge about it except 
what they make up, guessing at the unseen; they have no 
evidence from an infallible source. But Allah has sent you, O 
Muhammad, with the truth in which there is no doubt or 
confusion, which is to be given priority over all previous books 
and sayings.’ 

La iy HS SG AG Ay ee eS LG hy celts 34,8 HD 
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€23. And never say of anything, “I shall do such and such 
thing tomorrow ."> 


€24. Except (with the saying), “If Allah wills!" And remember 


your Lord when you forget and say: “It may be that my Lord 
guides me to a nearer way of truth than this." 


Saying “If Allah wills" when determining to do 
Something in the Future 


Here Allah, may He be glorified, shows His Messenger # the 
correct etiquette when determining to do something in the 
future; this should always be referred to the will of Allah, the 


(1 At-Tabari 17 :642. 
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Knower of the Unseen, Who knows what was and what is yet 
to be and what is not to be, and how it will be if it is to be. It 
was recorded in the Two Sahihs that Abu Hurayrah said that 
the Messenger of Allah 2 said: 
Bo - Wal gate Je ttn BLY pn gle 35 by Sue Se 
BE OE Si aha 8 be - stp gu a, a5 I gts x, 
fe pb it td Sy 8 - l  SE x5, 5 - 5 ab a pe 
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‘Sulayman bin Dawud (peace be upon them both) said: 
“Tonight I will go around to seventy women [according to 
some reports, it was ninety or one hundred women] so 
that each one of them will give birth to a son who will fight 
for the sake of Allah.” It was said to him, [according to 
one report, the angel said to him] “Say: ‘df Allah wills’, 
but he did not say it. He went around to the women but 
none of them gave birth except for one who gave birth to a 
half-formed child.» The Messenger of Allah #% said, (By 
the One in Whose hand is my soul, had he said, “If Allah 
wills," he would not have broken his oath, and that would 
have helped him to attain what he wanted.» According to 
another report, ‘They would all have fought as horsemen in 
the cause of Allah! 


At the beginning of this Surah we discussed the reason why 
this Ayah was revealed: when the Prophet 3% was asked about 
the story of the people of the Cave, he said, “I will tell you 
tomorrow.” Then the revelation was delayed for fifteen days.!?! 

Since we discussed this at length at the beginning of the 
Surah, there is no need to repeat it here. 


C23 BS Sp 
¢And remember your Lord when you forget > 


") Fath Al-Bari 6:41 Muslim 3:1275. 
1 At-Tabari 17 :592. 
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It was said that this means, if you forget to say “If Allah wills", 
then say it when you remember. This was the view of Abu Al- 
‘Aliyah and Al-Hasan Al-Basri.'")} Hushaym reported from Al- 
A‘mash from Mujahid that concerning a man who swears an 
oath, Ibn ‘Abbas said “He may say ‘If Allah wills’ even if it is a 
year later.” Ibn ‘Abbas used to interpret this Ayah: 


€Ex3 1 BS Sip 
¢And remember your Lord when you forget> 


in this way. Al-A‘mash was asked, “Did you hear this from 
Mujahid?" He said, “Layth bin Abi Salim told it to me.”*! The 
meaning of Ibn ‘Abbas’ view, that a person may say “If Allah 
wills”, even if it is a year later, is that if he forgets to say it 
when he makes the oath or when he speaks, and he 
remembers it later, even a year later, the Sunnah is that he 
should say it, so that he will still be following the Sunnah of 
saying “If Allah wills”, even if that is after breaking his oath. 
This was also the view of Ibn Jarir,'5! but he stated that this 
does not make up for breaking the oath or mean that one is 
no longer obliged to offer expiation. What Ibn Jarir said is 
correct, and it is more appropriate to understand the words of 
Ibn Abbas in this way. And Allah knows best. 


5 5 Sh HAG IT to Gb gy ws SD 
<And never say of anything, “I shall do such and such thing 
tomorrow."' Except (with the saying), “If Allah wills!" And 
remember your Lord when you forget> 

At-Tabarani recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said that this meant 
saying, “If Allah wills.”*! 
405 8 ON DS otad ol ge Sad 


¢and say: “It may be that my Lord guides me to a nearer way 
of truth than this." 


meaning, ‘if you (O Prophet) are asked about something you 


(NN At-Tabari 17 :645. 
2] At-Tabari 17 :645. 
13] At-Tabari 17 :646. 
4] At-Tabarani in Al-Awsat 7 :4545. 
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know nothing about, ask Allah about it, and turn to Him so 
that He may guide you to what is right.’ And Allah knows 
best. 


4 
. 
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€25. And they stayed in their cave three hundred years, adding 
nine.> 


€26. Say: “Allah knows best how long they stayed. With Him 
is the unseen of the heavens and the earth." How clearly He 
sees, and hears (everything)! They have no protector other than 
Him, and He makes none to share in His decision and His 
rule.> 


The Length of their Stay in the Cave 


Here Allah tells His Messenger 3% the length of time the people 
of the Cave spent in their cave, from the time when He caused 
them to sleep until the time when He resurrected them and 
caused the people of that era to find them. The length of time 
was three hundred plus nine years in lunar years, which is 
three hundred years in solar years. The difference between one 
hundred lunar years and one hundred solar years is three 
years, which is why after mentioning three hundred, Allah 
says, ‘adding nine.’ 


CES (il Si 
€Say : ‘Allah knows best how long they stayed...''> 


‘If you are asked about how long they stayed, and you have no 
knowledge of that and no revelation from Allah about it, then 
do not say anything. Rather say something like this: 


CNG oscil 23 TY pid Sp 
€Allah knows best how long they stayed. With Him is (the 
knowledge of) the Unseen of the heavens and the earth.>” 


meaning, no one knows about that except Him, and whoever 
among His creatures He chooses to tell. What we have said 
here is the view of more than one of the scholars of Tafsir, 
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such as Mujahid and others among the earlier and later 
generations. 


4And they stayed in their cave three hundred years,> 


Qatadah said, this was the view of the People of the Book, and 
Allah refuted it by saying: 
dig sD 
Say: Allah knows best how long they stayed...’> 

meaning, that Allah knows better than what the people say.!!] 
This was also the view of Mutarraf bin ‘Abdullah.!2! However, 
this view is open to debate, because when the People of the 
Book said that they stayed in the cave for three hundred 
years, without the extra nine, they were referring to solar 


years, and if Allah was merely narrating what they had said, 
He would not have said, 


403 Las > 
dadding nine.» 
The apparent meaning of the Ayah is that Allah is stating the 


facts, not narrating what was said. This is the view of Ibn 
Jarir (may Allah have mercy on him). And Allah knows best. 


eet cay peld 
¢How clearly He sees, and hears (everything)!> 
He sees them and hears them. Ibn Jarir said, “The language 
used is an eloquent expression of praise.”!*l The phrase may 
be understood to mean, how much Allah sees of everything 
that exists and how much He hears of everything that is to. be 


heard, for nothing is hidden from Him! It was narrated that 
Qatadah commented on this Ayah: 


a «8 
(1) At-Tabari 17 :647. 


(2) At-Tabari 17 :648. 
(31 At-Tabari 17 :650. 
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¢Hovw clearly He sees, and hears (everything)!> 
“No one hears or sees more than Allah.”!!! 


CO 4 ISG A oe aah of LD 


€They have no protector other than Him, and He makes none to 
share in His decision and His rule.> 


meaning, He, may He be glorified, is the One Who has the 
power to create and to command, the One Whose ruling 
cannot be overturned; He has no adviser, supporter or 
partner, may He be exalted and hallowed. 
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€27. And recite what has been revealed to you (O Muhanimad) 

of your Lord's Book. None can change His Words, and none 
will you find as refuge other than Him.> 


€28. And keep yourself (O Muhammad) patiently with those 
who call on their Lord morning and afternoon, seeking His 
Face; and let not your eyes overlook them, desiring the pomp 
and glitter of the life of the world; and obey not him whose 
heart We have made heedless of Our remembrance, and who 
follows his own lusts, and whose affair has been lost.> 


The Command to recite the Qur’dn and to patiently 
keep Company with the Believers 


Commanding His Messenger 3 to recite His Holy Book and 
convey it to mankind, Allah says, 

5K) Jit Vp 
<None can change His Words, meaning, no one can alter them, 
distort them or misinterpret them. 


") At-Tabari 17:650. 
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gand none will you find as a refuge other than Him.» 


It was reported that Mujahid said, “A shelter,”! and that 
Qatadah said, “A helper or supporter.”!?! Ibn Jarir said: “Allah 
is saying, ‘if you O Muhammad, do not recite what is revealed 
to you of the Book of your Lord, then you will have no refuge 
from Allah.’ #5! As Allah says: | 


a 


Aye oe 8800 See rete ee were Fe Bag As VAT neers | (te 
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<O Messenger! Proclaim (the Message) which has been sent 
down to you from your Lord. And if you do not, then you have 
not conveyed His Message. Allah will protect you from 
mankind .>[5:67] 


GS IE DH Ok 55 hl gy 


Verily, He Who has given you the Qur'an, will surely bring 
you back to the place of return.> [28:85] 


meaning, ‘He will call you to account for the duty of conveying 
the Message which He entrusted you with.’ 


yg. er cts eee ye ae Zr awe ae ve 48 8 ae 
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<And keep yourself patiently with those who call on their Lord 
morning and afternoon, seeking His Face ;> 


meaning, sit with those who remember Allah, who say “La 
Naha Illallah’, who praise Him, glorify Him, declare His 
greatness and call on Him, morning and evening, all the 
servants of Allah, whether rich or poor, strong or weak. It was 
said that this was revealed about the nobles of Quraysh when 
they asked the Prophet 2% to sit with them on his own, and 
not to bring his weak Companions with him, such as Bilal, 


1 At-Tabari 17:651. 
(21 at-Tabari 17 :651. 
(3) At-Tabari 17 :651. 
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‘Ammar, Suhayb, Khabbab and Ibn Mas‘ad. They wanted him 
to sit with them on his own, but Allah forbade him from doing 
that, and said, 
api Bath WS 6f5 SA 25 > 

¢And turn not away those who invoke their Lord, morning and 

afternoon .> 
Allah commanded him to patiently content himself with sitting 
with those people (the weak believers), and said: 


€5ib BIDE a SFE oa & ALE LD 
¢And keep yourself patiently with those who call on their Lord 
morning and afternoon...> 


Imam Muslim recorded in his Sahih that Sa‘d bin Abi Waqaas 
who said: “There was a group of six of us with the Prophet 3. 
The idolators said, Tell these people to leave so they will not 
offend us.’ There was myself, Ibn Mas‘ad, a man from Hudayl, 
Bilal and two other men whose names | have forgotten. Allah’s 
Messenger #% thought to himself about whatever Allah willed 
he should think about, then Allah revealed: 


has GAY gh BA AS Sha Sd YE yyp 
€And turn not away those who invoke their Lord, morning and 
afternoon .> 
Only Muslim reported this; excluding Al-Bukhari.!”! 
4G yall iy 33 ee Ste 35 hp 
and let not your eyes overlook them, desiring the pomp and 
glitter of the life of the world ;> 


Ibn ‘Abbas said, (this means) do not favor others over them,]|?! 
meaning do not seek the people of nobility and wealth instead 
of them.’ 


4685 o@ AB UL & as > 
¢and obey not him whose heart We have made heedless of Our 
remembrance > 


0) Muslim 4:1878. 
21 At-Tabari 18:6. 
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€And strain not your 

eyes in longing for the 
things We have given for enjoyment to various groups of them, the 
splendor of the life of this world, that We may test them thereby. But 
the provision of your Lord is better and more lasting.» [20:131] 
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€29. And say: “The truth is from your Lord." Then whosoever 
wills, let him believe; and whosoever wills, let him disbelieve. 
Verily, We have prepared for the wrongdoers, a Fire whose. 
walls will be surrounding them. And if they ask for drink, they 
will be granted water like Al-Muhl, that will scald their faces 
Terrible is the drink, and an evil Murtafaq!> 
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The Truth is from Allah, and the Punishment of Those 
Who do not believe in it 


Allah says to His Messenger Muhammad 3%: “Say to the 
people, What I have brought to you from your Lord is the 
truth, in which there is no confusion or doubt.’ ” 
CHG EH ob Hb oy 

€Then whosoever wills, let him believe; and whosoever wills, 

let him disbelieve .> 
This is a type of threat and stern warning, after which Allah 
says, 

<6 Ty> 
<Verily, We have prepared>, meaning made ready, 
€ Lays > 
for the wrongdoers,> meaning those who disbelieve in Allah, His 
Messenger ## and His Book, 
G7 oe SCG 
¢a Fire whose walls will be surrounding them.> 
Ibn Jurayj said that Ibn ‘Abbas said, 
bax fy, LTD 
4a Fire whose walls will be surrounding them.> “A wall of fire.”!") 
CFS oS yale AG BG ats > 
<And if they ask for drink, they will be granted water like Al- 
Muhl, that will scald their faces.> 


Ibn ‘Abbas said; “Al-Muhl is thick water which is similar to the 
sediment in oil.”7!_ Mujahid said, “It is like blood and pus.”*! 
Tkrimah said, “It is the thing that is heated to the ultimate 
temperature.” Others said: “It is everything that is melted.’"*! 


"] At-Tabari 18:11. 
2] at-Tabari 18:13. 
3] At-Tabari 18:13. 
14] At-Tabari 18:12. 
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Qataddah said, “Ibn Mas‘id melted some gold in a grove, and 
when it became liquid and foam rose to the top, he said, this 
is the thing that is most like Al-Muhl.”'] Ad-Dahhak said: 
“The water of Hell is black, and it itself is black and its people 
are black.”!?! There is nothing contradictory in these 
comments, for Al-Muhl includes all of these unpleasant 
characteristics, it is black, evil-smelling, thick and hot, as 
Allah said, 


Sia shy 
<{fit] will scald their faces.> meaning because of its heat. When 
the disbeliever wants to drink it and brings it close to his face, 
it will scald it so that the skin of his face falls off into it. 

Said bin Jubayr said, “When the people of Hell get hungry, 
they will ask for relief from it, and they will be given the tree 
of Zaqqum from which they will eat. The tree will tear off the 
skin of their faces, and if anyone who knew them were to pass 
by, he would recognize the skin of their faces in the tree. Then 
they will feel thirsty, so they will ask for drink, and they will 
be granted water like Al-Muhl, that is what has been heated to 
the ultimate temperature. When it is brought near their 
mouths, the flesh of their faces from which the skin has been 
torn off will be baked.”?! After describing this drink in these 
horrifying qualities, Allah says: 

€21 5) a> 
«Terrible is the drink,» meaning, how awful this drink is. 
Similarly, He says in another Ayah: 


425 AACA AS Le th Ass 
dand be given to drink boiling water so that it cuts up their 
bowels.» [47:15] 
Cas ye & HAD 
<They will be given to drink from a boiling spring.» [88:5] 
CL AF GOD 
Ol At-Tabari 18:13. 


[2] at-Tabari 18:13. 
(3) At-Tabari 18:14. 
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<They will go between it (Hell) and the fierce boiling water.> 
[55:44] 


iss Sike3p 
¢and an evil Murtafaq!> means, how evil a place is the Fire to 
dwell and rest and gather. As Allah says elsewhere: 
Colas HE SA > 
eee ‘i it (Hell) is as an abode and as a place to rest in.> 
25:66 
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430. Verily, as for those who believed and did righteous deeds, 
certainly We shall not make the reward of anyone to be lost who 
does his (righteous) deeds in the most perfect manner .> 
431. These! For them will be Jannatu ‘Adn; wherein rivers flow 
beneath them; therein they will be adorned with bracelets of 
gold, and they will wear green garments of Sundus and 
Istabrag. They will be Muttaki'in therein on Ara’ik. How good 
is the reward, and what an excellent Murtafaq!> 


The Reward of those Who believe and do Righteous 
Deeds 


When Allah mentions the state of those who are doomed, He 
follows that by mentioning the blessed who believed in Allah 
and believed what His Messengers brought, those who did the 
righteous deeds that they commanded them to do. They will 
have Janndtu ‘Adn. ‘Adn means lasting. 


wee 5 8 4 
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qwherein rivers flow beneath them,> means, from beneath its 
rooms and dwellings. Fir‘awn said: 


4 oe oh SANT 355) 
<and these rivers flowing beneath me...> [43:51] 
45> 
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<they will be adorned> means, with jewelry. 


435 x 2K & Gad 
¢with bracelets of gold,» Allah says elsewhere: 


IE Gs 2s BSD 
¢and pearls and their garments therein will be of silkp {22:23}. 
This is explained in more detail here, where Allah says: 
QBs he of ie UE Spey 
¢and they will wear green garments of Sundus and Istabraq.> 


Sundus refers to a fine garment, like a shirt and the like, and 
Istabragq is thick and shiny velvet. 


<€They will be Muttaki'in therein on Ara’ik. > 
The word Muttaki’in implies lying down, or it was said that it 
means sitting with one’s legs crossed, which is closer to the 
meaning here. In a Sahih Hadith, the Prophet 3 said: 
USS, Jsi dich 

‘As for me, I do not eat sitting with legs crossed 

(Muttaki'an)».") 
Ard’ik is the plural of Arikah, which is a bed under a canopy. 
And Allah knows best. 

qGES its OB Ga 

<How good is the reward, and what an excellent place of rest 

(Murtafag)! > 
means, how blessed is Paradise as a reward for their good 
deeds. And what an excellent Murtafaq means, and how good 
a place to dwell and rest and stay. Previously, Allah had said 
of Hell, 

qs Sikes Lr Ad 


<Terrible is the drink, and an evil place of rest (Murtafaq)!> 
[18:29]. 


1") Tyhfat Al-Ahwadhi 5 :557. 
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In a similar way, He contrasts the two (Paradise and Hell) in 
Surat Al-Furqdn, where He says: 


RCIA Wn ta Con De! 
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¢Evil indeed it (Hell) is as an abode, and as a place to rest in.> 
[25:66]. 
Then He mentions the qualities of the believers, then says: 
irae aor {£42 
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ques fet oe gy 
<Those will be rewarded with the highest place because of their 
patience. Therein they shall be met with greetings and the word 
of peace and respect. Abiding therein excellent it is as an abode, 
and as a place to rest in.> (25:75-76] 


eyret eee or Boorse ri | ° wage - “% eter rt 4 f<g fo ote 
Cm Uliey JR, Wtdiny Ciel de ee aay Ue gh Me A OS 
AG ite le OS tt ty A oS Gl ok gel oY es 

4 the be ge fOr ig § 00 ACF oe oe hope “, 4a 
ub 3a) ek Jb; ce SA, We de BS washes Po aed Je 

‘ ee eee B26 mee cin tego oe TBM ae soe 
i bod oS YG Seeet TS  as LE A TE SG 
€32. And put forward to them the example of two men: unto 
one of them We had given two gardens of grapes, and We had 
surrounded both with date palms; and had put between them 
green crops (cultivated fields) .> 


433. Each of those two gardens brought forth its produce, and 


failed not in the least therein, and We caused a river to gush 
forth in the midst of both.» 


€34. And he had Thamar, and he said to his companion in the 
course of discussion: ‘I am greater than you in wealth and 
have a mightier entourage.''> 


435. And he went into his garden while having been unjust to 
himself. He said: ‘I do not think that this will ever perish.""> 


€36. “And I do not think the Hour will ever come, and if 
indeed I am brought back to my Lord, I surely, shall find better 
than this when I return to Him."'> 
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The Example of the Rich Idolators and the Poor Muslims 


After mentioning the idolators who were too arrogant to sit 
with the poor and weak among Muslims, showing off before 
them with their wealth and noble lineage, Allah then gives a 
parable for them of two men, one of whom Allah gave two 
gardens of grapes, surrounded with palm trees and cultivated 
with crops throughout. All of the trees and plants were 
abundantly fruitful, providing readily accessible, good quality 
produce. Allah says: 


4G cst eli ey 
¢Each of those two gardens brought forth its produce,> 
meaning, produced its fruits, 
it ts A > 
¢and failed not in the least therein,» meaning, nothing at all was 
diminishing. 
¢and We caused a river to gush forth in the midst of both.> 
means, rivers were flowing through them here and there. 
A SBD 
¢And he had Thamar,> It was said that what was meant here 
was wealth, and it was said that what was meant were fruits, 
which is the more apparent meaning here. This is also 
supported by the alternative recitation, Thumr, which is the 
plural of Thamrah (fruit) just as Khushb is the plural of 
Khashab (wood). Others recite it as Thamar." 
<5> 
¢and he said> the owner of the two gardens 
34 hy sped > 
¢to his companion in the course of discussion> 


means, while he was disputing with him and boasting to him 
and showing off, 


( at-Tabari 18:21. 
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<I am greater than you in wealth and have a_ mightier 
entourage .> 


meaning, I have more servants, attendants and children.’ 
Qatadah said, “This, by Allah, is the wish of the immoral to 
have a lot of wealth and a large entourage.”!!! 


desl hb 3s RE Es 
¢And he went into his garden having been unjust to himself.> 


meaning, in his disbelief, rebellion, arrogance and denial of the 
Hereafter. 


O55 yas 23 AE 5 
He said: “I do not think this will ever perish.""> 


Thus he was allowing himself to be deceived because of the 
plants, fruits and trees that he saw, and the rivers flowing 
through the different parts of his gardens. He thought that it 
could never come to an end or cease or be destroyed. This was 
because of his lack of understanding and the weakness of his 
faith in Allah, and because he was enamored with this world 
and its adornments, and because he disbelieved in the 
Hereafter. So he said: 


4216 Seca Eh 5p 


¢And I do not think the Hour will ever come...» meaning, will 
ever happen 


40 QE ie 5a 3 db Rit a3 cndy> 
<and if indeed I am brought back to my Lord, I surely shall 
find better than this when I return to Him.> 


meaning, ‘if there is a Hereafter and a return to Allah,. then I 
will have a better share than this with my Lord, for if it were 
not that I am dear to Him, He would not have given me all 
this.’ As Allah says elsewhere: 
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0) At-Tabari 18:22. 
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<But if I am brought 
back to my Lord, surely 
there will be for me the 
best with Him.> [41:50] 
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¢Have you seen him 
who disbelieved in Our 
Ayat and said: “I shall 
certainly be given wealth 
and children [if I will be 
alive again)."’>[19:77] 
He took it for granted 
that Allah would give 
him this, without any 
sound evidence for 
that. The reason why 
this Ayah was revea- 
led was because of Al- 
‘As bin Wa’il, as we 
will explain in the 
appropriate place, if 
Allah wills. In Allah 
we put our trust. 
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€37. His companion said to him during his discussion: ‘‘Do 
you disbelieve in Him Who created you out of dust, then out of 
Nutfah,"! then fashioned you into a man?"'> 


a drop of sperm. Usually used to refer to the mixture of the male 
and female discharge. 
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€38. “But as for my part, (I believe) that He is Allah, my 
Lord, and none shall I associate as partner with my Lord."'> 


439. “It was better for you to say, when you entered your 
garden: ‘That which Allah wills! There is no power but with 
Allah!’ If you see me less than you in wealth, and children," 


€40. “It may be that my Lord will give me something better 
than your garden, and will send on it Husban from the sky, 
then it will be as a barren slippery earth." > 


€41. “Or the water thereof becomes Ghawran so that you will 
never be able to seek it.''> 


The Response of the Poor Believer 


Allah tells us how the rich man’s believing companion replied 
to him, warning and rebuking him for his disbelief in Allah 
and allowing himself to be deceived. 


oe HEE sil, S55 7p 
€Do you disbelieve in Him Who created you out of dust...?> 


This is a denunciation, pointing out the seriousness of his 
rejection of his Lord Who created and formed man out of dust 
- that is, refering to Adam - then made his offspring from 
despised liquid, as Allah says: 
peal Gol hikes Ab OYKS BS 
¢How can you disbelieve in Allah? Seeing that you were dead 
and He gave you life» [2:28) 


meaning, how can you reject your Lord and His clear signs to 
you, which every one recognizes in himself, for there is no one 
among His creatures who does not know that he was nothing, 
then he came to be, and his existence is not due to himself or 
any other creature. He knows that his existence is due to his 
Creator, beside Whom there is no other god, the Creator of all 
things. So the believer said: 


455 Si 3 Usp 
<But as for my part, (I believe) that He is Allah, my Lord,> 


meaning, I do not say what you say; rather I acknowledge the 
Oneness and Lordship of Allah,’ 
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4405 gy AT I> 
¢and none shall I associate as partner with my Lord .> 


meaning, He is Allah, the One Who is to be worshipped Alone, 
with no partner or associate. 
Then he said: 


YO dey HG 955 of Sy BY Sie ch BE cis 4 Vip 
€or tay 


it was better for you to say, when you entered your garden, 
‘That which Allah wills! There is no power but with Allah!' If 
you see me less than you in wealth, and children .> 


Here he was urging and encouraging him to say that, as if he 
was saying, “When you entered your garden and looked at it 
and liked it, why would’nt you praise Allah for the blessings 
He gave you and the wealth and children that He has given to 
you and not to others? Why did you not say That which Allah 
wills! There is no power but with Allah!?’” One of the Salaf 
said, “Whoever is delighted with something in his 
circumstances or his wealth or his children, let him say, That 
which Allah wills! There is no power but with Allah!’” This is 
based on this Ayah. It was reported in the Sahih from Abu 
Musa that the Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


eal YEG V5 O35 ¥ edad 3 tos he GT vi 
«Shall I not tell you about some of the treasure of Paradise? La 
hawla wa la quiwwata illa billah (There is no power or might 
but with Allah) 0! 
€it may be that my Lord will give me something better than 
your garden,> in the Hereafter 


eee 


Ue Sey} 
¢and will send on it> on your garden in this world, which you 
think will never come to an end or cease to be, 


"I Fath Al-Bari 11:217, Muslim 4:2076. 
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qt i Gp 

¢Husban from the sky,> Ibn ‘Abbas, Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah!"! 

said - and Malik narrated that Az-Zuhri said - a punishment 

from heaven. The apparent meaning is that it is a mighty rain 


which would disrupt his garden and uproot its plants and 
trees. As he said: 


ibs ne Gad 
<then it will be as a barren slippery earth.> meaning, smooth mud 
in which one cannot get a foothold. Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Like land 
without vegetation, where nothing grows.” 


2 oh 


4058 WIE Ge SD 
<€Or the water thereof becomes Ghawran> 


means, it disappears into the earth, which is the opposite of 
flowing water that seeks the surface of the earth. So Ghd’ is 
to go lower. as Re aye 
SS it XA Se SiG es G pal 3 pe i> 
Say: ‘Tell me! If your water were Clissira who then can 
supply you with flowing water?''> [67:30] 
meaning, water that flows in all directions. And here Allah 
says: 
4G A 1S Of GS wit G2 
<Or the water thereof (of the gardens) becomes deep-sunken 
(underground) so that you will never be able to seek it.> 
Ghawr is from the same root as Ghd’ir and has a similar 
meaning, but is more intensive. 
5 et BE te DOG oh Sh ot ED 
cs a Cats ww Gy at cays on Ayes i 4 KX wo € fyi ay is 
qe es OG BE B a 
€42. Sa his fruits were encircled (with ruin). And began 
Yugallibu his hands over what he had spent upon it, while it 


(1) At-Tabari 18:25. 
[21 At-Tabari 18:26. 
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was all destroyed on its trellises, and he could only say: ' 
“Would that I had ascribed no partners to my Lord!"> 


€43. And he had no group of men to help him against Allah, 
nor could he defend (or save) himself.> 
444. There (on the Day of Resurrection), Al-Walayah will be | 


for Allah (Alone), the True God. He (Allah) is the best for’ 
reward and the best for the final end.> 


The Evil Results of Kufr 
Allah says: 


tec Lats> 


<So his fruits were encircled», meaning his wealth, or according to 
the other opinion, his crops. What is meant is that what this 
disbeliever was afraid of and what the believer had terrified him 
actually had happened. A storm struck his garden, a garden 
which he had erroneously thought would last ea 


distracting him from thoughts of Allah, may He be glorified. 
4s UGE 2B tp 
¢And he began Yugallibu his hands over what he had spent 
upon it,> 


Qatadah said: “He was clasping his hands together in 
gesture of regret and grief for the ee he had lost.” 


a 


BBrer 


(ei wig, IAS Sw Jey 


¢and he could only say: “Would that I had ascribed no 
partners to my Lord!" And he had no group of men!" 


meaning a clan or children, as he had vainly boasted, 


eb gis 


Chi A IN Be Heh BE OS St asd oe Jy 


<to help him against Allah, nor could he defend himself. There, 
Al-Walayah will be for Allah, the True God. > 


Here there are differences in recitation. Some of the reciters 
pause at the word there, 


Fert fir! raise wv L5> 


( At-Tabari 18:27. 
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qnor could he defend himself there.>, i.e., at that time, when Allah 
sends the punishment upon him, there will be no one to save 
him. Then they start the next phrase with Al-Waldayah; 


2 Becece 


thi a Lp 
€Al-Walayah will be for Allah, the True God.> 
Some of them pause at the phrase 


Eats OF GS 
¢nor could he defend himself» and start the next phrase; 
gil 4 Sit acy 
<There, Al-Walayah will be for Allah, the True God. 


There is a further difference in the recitation of the word Al- 
Walayah. Some read it as Al-Waldyah, which gives the 
meaning that all allegiance will be to Allah, i.e., on that Day 
everyone, believer or disbeliever, will return to Allah, for 
allegiance and submission to Him when the punishment 
comes to pass. This is like the Ayah: 


CGE ay © Gees 155 Sh en Be Ch bh Cap 
€So when they saw Our punishment, they said: ‘We believe in 
Allah Alone and reject (all) that we used to associate with Him 
as partners.""» [40:84] and Allah says concerning the 
Fir‘awn; 
ie WS ey Hay Sn coal yy VA ten 56 Sai 425 ty ep 
€Till when drowning overtook him, he said: ''I believe that 
none has the right to be worshipped but He in Whom the 
Children of Israel believe, and I am one of the Muslims.” Now! 
While you refused to believe before and you were one of the 
mischief-makers.» [10:90-91] 


Some others read it as Al-Wildyah, meaning that on that Day 
the rule will belong to Allah, the True God. Some read Haqqu 
(True) refering to Al-Wilayah, as in the Ayah; 


wgila fe oe otto ae eer aie, ow Cog Bree | soe Boaee 
dine Gp & Uy Wess yu SH ay acilp 


<The sovereignty on that Day will be the true (sovereignty), 
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belonging to the Most Gracious (Allah), and it will be a hard 
Day for the disbelievers> (25:26]. 

Others it read Haqqi referring to Allah, may He be glorified, as 

in the Ayah: 

CH US AOS BD 
¢Then they are returned to Allah, their True Protector.» {6:62} 
So Allah says: 
40 HES OS Ep 
(Allah) is the best to reward and the best for the final 
end.> 


for deeds that were done for the sake of Allah, their reward is 
good and their consequences are all good. 
eb AN 2G 4 LE cat 5. it IS Got yi Jo A hp 


abe wor ge Be P 2 Dove eee 7% yy ce 950 7 Bw Geet *: 
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445. And mention the parable of the worldly life: it is like the 
water which We send down from the sky, and the vegetation of | 
the earth mingles with it, and becomes fresh and green. But | 
(later) it becomes dry and broken pieces, which the winds 
scatter. And Allah is able to do everything.» 


446. Wealth and children are the adornment of the life of this : 
world. But the good righteous deeds that last, are better with 
your Lord for reward and better for hope.> 


The Parable of the Worldly Life 
Allah says: 


qb 25> 
¢And mention» O Muhammad, to the people, 
€Cai yt Sop 


¢the parable of the worldly life>, its transient nature and how|it 
will eventually cease and come to an end. 


4 Ni 26 4 SEE Kei 5, apt I> 
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€it is like the water which We send down from the sky, and the 
vegetation of the earth mingles with it,> 


It mingles with the seeds that are in the earth, so they grow 


and become good, producing bright, fresh flowers, then after 
that, 


ds Goll> 
it becomes dry and broken pieces,» withered up, 
Ss 
«which the winds scatter.» tossing them about right and left. 
4588 sce FE SS 56> 


¢And Allah is able to do everything» He has the power to do this 
and that. In the Qur’an Allah often gives parables like this of 
the life of this world, as He says in Surah Yiinus, 


“4 


te ISS, oY Aen iia eeett may tp nee egy eke re ce or 
oi eT G OA 26 4 LEG Kai 5. it IS Git gsi Je cap 
ZENG 


<The parable of the worldly life is but that of water which We 
send down from the sky so by it arises the intermingled produce 
of the earth of which men and cattle eat...» {10:24] and in 
Surat Az-Zumar. 


ood 


tale (E35 om oe is wen 3 es iG & Katy OA ai all> 
4535! 


<See you not that Allah sends down water from the sky, and 
causes it to penetrate the earth, then out from it comes crops of 
different colors. [39:21] and in Surat Al-Hadid: 


vote fg * 6 


LS SVG BAT 9 BG RE AGS Say Bh OS Cat i tp 
486 EST CAN ot 


Know that the life of this world is only play and amusement, 
pomp and mutual boasting among you, and rivalry in respect of 
wealth and children. (It is) like the parable of vegetation after 
rain, thereof the growth is pleasing to the tiller...» [57:20] 
and in the Sahih Hadith: 
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deas $512 diiw 


Between Wealth and Good Deeds 


Tee) oul a5 5st Jjcii> 
Wealth and children are the adornment of the life of this 
world. > 


This is like the Ayah: 
435 =< Kate hw waits eves Iai Ray oat of wt ro) 


<Beautified for men is the love of things they covet; women, 
children, vaulted hoards of gold...» [3:14]. | 


Allah says: 
diort ke Sh tice 2il, FN S355, Say Tap 


€Your toéalth and your children are only a trial, whereas Allah! 
With Him is a great reward (Paradise).> (64:15] 


turning towards Allah and worshipping Him is better for you 
than keeping busy with them, and accumulating wealth for 
them and going to extremes in feeling pity and compassion for 
them. Allah says: 


sui 5 “5 Wis 5 ke BE Cay ASAE 


<But the good righteous deeds that last, are better with y your 
Lord for reward and better for hope.> 


Ibn ‘Abbas, Sa‘id bin Jubayr and others among the Salaf said 
that the good righteous deeds that last are the five daily 
prayers.!?] ‘Ata’ bin Abi Rabah and Sa‘id bin Jubayr narrated 
from Ibn ‘Abbas, “The good righteous deeds that last are 
‘Subhan Allah (glory be to Allah)’, ‘Al-Hamdu Lilldh (praise be 
to Allah)’, ‘La iladha illallah (there is none worthy of worship 
except Allah)’, and ‘Allahu Akbar (Allah is Most Great). “I31 The 
Commander of the faithful, ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan was 


«This world is sweet and green.»!"] 
{ 
| 


01 Muslim 4:2098. 
[2] At-Tabari 18:32. 
[3] At-Tabari 18:33. 
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questioned, “Which are the good righteous deeds that last?” 
He replied, “They are: ‘La ildha illallah, Subhan Allah, Al- 
Hamdu Lillah, Allahu Akbar and Lé hawla wa la quwwata illd 
billah hil-‘Aliyil-‘Azim (there is no strength and no power except 
with Allah the Exalted, the Almighty).’” This was recorded by 
Imam Ahmad.!'! 

Imam Ahmad also recorded from a freed slave of the 
Messenger of Allah # that he said: 


it 2 ST oy GI LY coil 3 Sie Ls ow 
Bh A al - 0US - 2g LS 58 wee iy oa Ay 
200 Bluse pid ay Go Sah 8s by Ge ar 

told opt ay edu; 


‘Well done! Well done for five things! (How heavy they will 
weigh in the balance! ‘'La ilaha illallah, Allahu Akbar, Subhan 
Allah, and Al-Hamdu Lillah,"” and a righteous son who dies 
and his parents seek the reward of Allah.» And he said: «Well 
done! Well done for five things! Whoever meets Allah believing 
in them, he will enter Paradise; if he believes in Allah, the Last 
Day, Paradise and Hell, resurrection after death, and the 
Reckoning» ,|?! 


desuai Lap 


{the good righteous deeds that last, ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported 
that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “This is the celebration of’ the 
remembrance of Allah, saying ‘Lé ildha illalilah, Allahu Akbar, 
Subhan Allah, Al-Hamdu Lillah, Tabarak Allah, La hawla wa la 
quwwata illa biliah, Astaghfirallah, Sallallahu ‘ala Rasil-Allah’, 
and fasting, prayer, Hajj, Sadaqah (charity), freeing slaves, 
Jihad, maintaining ties of kinship, and all other good deeds. 
These are the righteous good deeds that last, which will remain 
in Paradise for those who do them for as long as heaven and 
earth remain.”*! Al-‘Awfi reported from Ibn ‘Abbas: “They are 


1) Ahmad 1:71. 
2] Ahmad 4 :237. 
3] At-Tabari 18:35. 
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€47. And (remember) the Day We shall cause the mountains to | 
pass away, and you will see the earth as a levelled plain, and | 
We shall gather them so that We will leave not one of them 
behind .> 


€48. And they will be set before your Lord, aligned. (He will ; 
say :) ‘Now indeed, you have come to Us as We created you the 
first time. Nay, but you thought that We had appointed no, 
meeting for you (with Us).""> ; 
€49. And the Book will be produced, and you will see the 
criminals, fearful of that which is therein. They will say: ‘Woe 


(I At-Tabari 18:35. 
2) At-Tabari 18:35. 
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to us! What sort of Book is this that leaves neither a small thing 
nor a large thing, but has recorded it with numbers!" And they 
will find all that they did, present, and your Lord treats no one 
with injustice .> 


The Major Terrors of the Hour 
Allah tells us of the terrors of the Day of Resurrection, and the 
awesome things that will come to pass, as He says elsewhere: 
CSE Stoll 455 Oty Leal 375 > 
¢On the Day when the heaven will shake with a dreadful 
shaking, And the mountains pass moving away .> (52:9-10] 
meaning, they will move from their places and will vanish. As 
Allah says: 
Keel 5 oh fk CS Sed SSP 
€And you will see the mountains and think them solid, but 
they shall pass away as the passing away of the clouds.> 
[27:88] 
CSA ye Icalt 5K5> 
¢And the mountains will be like carded wool.> [101:5] 
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¢And they ask you about the mountains, say: ‘'My Lord will 
pulverize them scattering [their dust]. To leave them as a 
barren plain. You will not see in it crookness or curve.> 
{20:105-107] 
Allah tells us that He will cause the mountains to vanish and 
be levelled, and the earth will be left as a smooth plain, a level 
surface with nothing crooked or curved therein, no valleys or 
mountains. So Allah says: 


<5 ANI A> 
€and you will see the earth as a levelled plain,> 


meaning clear and open, with no features that anyone may 
recognize and nothing for anyone to hide behind. All creatures 
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will be visible to their Lord, and not one of them will ‘be 
hidden from Him. Mujahid and Qatadah said, 
480 GAT GP 
¢and you will see the earth as a levelled plain,> 
“No one will be hidden or absent.”"! Qatadah said, “There will 
be no buildings and no trees.”"7! 
¢and we shall gather them, so that We will not leave one of 
them behind .> 


means, ‘We shall gather them all, the first of them and the 

last of them, and We shall not leave anyone behind, young or 
old.’ As Allah says: 

ChE i ote U Gbtad WHGsIG SHY GY D> 

Say: “(yes) verily, those of old, and those of later times. All 

will surely be gathered together for an appointed meeting of 4 

known Day.> [56:49,50] 
SAE Hh Gis DO DES i Sap 


<That is a Day whereon mankind will be gathered together, and 
that is a Day when all will be present> [11:103]. 


is bb iB sd 
¢And they will be set before your Lord, aligned .> 
This may mean that all of creation will stand before Allah in 
one row, as Allah says: 
KB 5G BON Tt FY Sake Ye GG Gi ts 
4The Day that Ar-Rith (Jibril) and the angels will Foi) 
aligned, they will not speak except him whom the Most 


Gracious (Allah) allows, and he will speak what is right> 
[78:38]; 


or it may mean that they will stand in rows, as Allah says: 
3,46 67 tte Be wee 
Gs ie HG a as 
(1 at-Tabari 18:36. 
[2] At-Tabari 18:36. 
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€And your Lord comes with the angels in rows.> [89:22] 


4B Seat Gs, 
<Now indeed, you have come to Us as We created you the first 
time.> 


This is a rebuke to those who denied the Hereafter, a 
reprimand before all creation. This is why Allah says to them: 


$535 SSE SS i 
«Nay, but you thought that We had appointed no meeting for 
you (with Us).>, 


meaning, you did not think that this would happen to you or 
that it would come to pass. 


€2Kil gahsd 
qAnd the Book will be produced,» the Book of deeds, which 


contains a record of everything, major or minor, significant or 
insignificant, great or small. 


dak Oe Cait Sued gp 
€and you will see the criminals, fearful of that which is therein.> of 
their evil deeds and reprehensible actions. 
CES S,b5> 
<They will say, ‘Woe to us!» expressing words of regret for 
having wasted their lives. 
\ oe ant a Pn ra) ar 2 er ore > 
Cll WAT bas Jah ¥ tell ks sup 
€What sort of Book is this that leaves neither a small thing nor 
a large thing, but has recorded it with numbers!> 


it has left no sin, major or minor, and no action, no matter 
how small, but it has recorded it with the utmost precision 
and accuracy. 


dio fhe Ldap 
¢And they will find all that they did, present,> everything, both 
good and evil, as Allah says, 


yd 2 on . or ra | oe 45 ra 
Soe 4 2 nf ag ree 
dye 2 be She UE See Le ppp 
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¢On the Day when every person will be confronted with all the 
good he has done> [3:30]. 


Allah says: 
4 AL (GG pan Soyi E> 
4On that Day man will be informed of what he sent forward, 
and what he left behind.» [75:13] 
And Allah says: 
egal Bad 
<The Day when all the secrets will be exposed.» [86:9] 


meaning, everything that is hidden in people’s hearts will 
become known. Imam Ahmad recorded from Anas that the 
Prophet 3% said, 


tay SL Gata 635 21g) alk Jp 
tEvery traitor will have a banner on the Day of Resurrection, 
by which he will be known .1!"! 


It was also narrated in the Two Sahihs, where one narration 
says, 


6 BES oue secs oot og fp ED Beate Hee s i - rr) 
op ONG AE ob SE g5ke AE tt be Stall py thy pee IN ae 
: iM 3 
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«On the Day of Resurrection, for every traitor a banner will be 
erected by his backside, and it will be said, ‘This is the betrayer 
of so-and-so the son of so-and-so."'»'?! 


401 iS Ji Shp 
dand your Lord treats no one with injustice .> 


means, He will judge between His creatures for all of their 
deeds, and He will not treat any of His creatures with 
injustice. He will overlook and forgive and have mercy, and He 
will punish whomever He wills by His power, wisdom and 
justice. He will fill Hell with the disbelievers and those who 
have been disobedient. Then He will rescue the disobedient, 


"Ahmad 3:142. 
2 Fath Al-Bari 12:354, Muslim 3:1361. 
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and leave the disbelievers there for eternity. He is the Judge 
Who never wrongs or oppresses. Allah says: 


: oye Ae ag Mee ace to ae seg 
Chia Ss 2S 5 355 NEL a Vt Sp 


<Surely, Allah wrongs not even of the weight of a speck of 
dust, but if there is any good, He doubles it.» [4:40] 


€And We shall set up Balances of justice on the Day of 
Resurrection, then none will be dealt with unjustly in 
anything.» Until His saying; 


, TS 
¢to take account> [21:47] 


And there are many similar Aydt. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah bin Muhammad bin 
‘Aqil heard Jabir bin ‘Abdullah say, “I was told about a Hadith 
which a man heard from the Prophet #4, so I bought a camel 
and put my saddle on it, then I traveled on it for a month 
until I came to Ash-Sham,""! where ‘Abdullah bin Unays was. 
I said to the doorkeeper, Tell him that Jabir is at the door.’ He 
said, Jabir bin ‘Abdullah?’ I said, ‘Yes.’ So he came out, still 
putting his garment on, and embraced me, and I embraced 
him, and said: 1 heard a Hadith narrated by you, that you 
heard from the Messenger of Alldh # about reciprocal 
punishments. I was afraid that you or I would die before I 
could hear it.’ He said, 1 heard the Messenger of Allah 2 say: 


wlag Vie tye - sual du gf - etal 05 ON Jes Se a phan 
‘Allah will gather the people - or His servants - on the Day of 
Resurrection, naked, uncircumcised and Buhman.» 1 asked, 
What is Buhman?’ He said, 
Cho fh ta GS ae ye ey he et Pek ye 
fe wel ate Sy 5 Jey OF ts Bl te 69 ah ¥ Sun cf uch 
abt oa Of Sal BT BY ak Vy od deal 2 Ss Sei ysl 


Ol Greater Syria. 
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eichin 35 2p Lal 2s Js 01 Bl by Jos Be 


(They will have nothing with them. Then a voice will call out 
to them that will be heard by those far away just as easily as it 
will be heard by those near: ‘I am the Sovereign, I am the 
Judge. None of the people of Hell should enter Hell if he is 
owed something by one of the people of Paradise, until I have 
settled the matter, and none of the people of Paradise should 
enter Paradise if he is owed something by one of the people of 
Hell, until I settle the matter - even if it is only the case of a 
slap." » 
We said, ‘How will that be, when we have come before 
Allah barefooted, naked, uncircumcised and having 
nothing with us?’ He said, 


WES, oy 
«By [merit for] good deeds, and [recompense] for evil deeds.s!") | 


Shu‘bah narrated from Al-‘Awwam bin Muzahim from Abu 
Uthman from Uthman bin ‘Affan, may Allah be pleased with 
him, that the Messenger of Allah 2 said: 


call 65; Ul Se Gott etiedt Sp 
‘The animal who lost a horn will settle the score with the one 
that has horns on the Day of Resurrection .»!?! 


It was recorded by ‘Abdullah the son of Imam Ahmad, and 
there are corroborating narrations through other routes. 


ta A SB Soil & OF a YS BY eT Kc GE ay 

qe VE Sys Fh 532 KS 85 ad oe AC AES Modes 
450. And (remember) when We said to the angels: baat 
yourselves unto Adam." So they prostrated themselves, except 
Iblis. He was one of the Jinn; he disobeyed the command of his 
Lord. Will you then take him and his offspring as protectors 
and helpers rather than Me while they are enemies to you? 
What an evil is the exchange for the wrongdoers.> 


Ol Ahmad 3:495. 
[2] Zawa’'id Al-Musnad, 1:12. 
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The Story of Adam and Iblis 


Allah points out to the Children of Adam the enmity of Iblis 
towards them and their father before them, and rebukes those 
who follow him and go against their Creator and Master. It is He 
who created them from nothing and sustains and nourishes 
them by His kindness, yet they still took Iblis as their friend and 
declared their enmity towards Allah. So Allah says: 


4350 Gh 55> 
<And (remember) when We said to the angels», 


meaning all the angels, as was mentioned in the beginning of 
Strat Al-Bagarah,") 


464 WaEI> 


¢Prostrate yourselves unto Adam} a prostration of respect and 

honour, as Allah says: 
ie UB ght Be og gle of Uc sy SG He yp 

Coane BIB ou) ot 03 22) 

€And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels, “I am 
going to create a human (Adam) from dried (sounding) clay of 
altered mud. So, when I have fashioned him completely and 
breathed into him the soul which I created for him, then fall 
(you) down prostrating yourselves unto him .> [15:28-29] 


inl & OF cay Vy yes 

¢So they prostrated themselves except Iblis. He was one of the 

Jinn ;> 
meaning, his original nature betrayed him. He had been 
created from smokeless fire, whereas the angels had been 
created from light, as is stated in Sahih Muslim where it is 
reported that ‘A’iishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said 
that the Messenger of Allah # said: 

ie) tee 65 GE Il be ete be Ga GES Gs by Ki cas 


+38 


''! See volume one, the Tafsir of Surat Al-Bagarah 2:36. 
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«The angels were created from light, Iblis was created from | 
smokeless fire, and Adam was created from that which has been 
described to you.»!"! 


When matters are crucial, every vessel leaks that which) it 
contains and is betrayed by its true nature. Iblis used to do 
what the angels did and resembled them in their devotion and 
worship, so he was included when they were addressed, but 
he disobeyed and went against what he was told to do. So 
Allah points out here that he was one of the Jinn, i.e., he was 
created from fire, as He says elsewhere: 


4 gb oy Si) WU BE oe IE Llp 
<I am better than he. You created me from fire, and You 
created him from clay.>[38:76] 
Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “Iblis was not one of the angels, not 
even for a second. He was the origin of the Jinn just as Adam, 


upon him be peace, was the origin of mankind.” This was 
narrated by Ibn Jarir with a Sahih chain.!?! 


— 


onee 


<4) A i 5 
¢he disobeyed the command of his Lord.> 


meaning by stepping beyond the bounds of obedience to Allah. 
Fisq (disobeying) implies going out or stepping beyond. When 
the date emerges from its flower, the verb used in Arabi 
Fasagat, the same verb is used to describe a mouse coming 
out of its hole when it comes out to do damage. Then Allah 
says, rebuking those who follow and obey Iblis: 


B¢Zeb oe BOA Se 


€a55 of das A293 frames > 
4Will you then take him and his offspring as protectors an 
helpers rather than Me> 
meaning, instead of Me. This is why Allah says: 


fooie 


qa Snataliy up 


cee 7 


¢What an evil is the exchange for the wrongdoers.> 
This is like the Ayah in Sarah Ya Sin where, after mentioning 


11 Muslim 4 :2294, 
[2] At-Tabari 18:506. 
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the Resurrection and its terrors, and the ultimate end of the 
blessed and the doomed, Allah then ve 


Sagas Cpl Ws 
(It will be said): “And O you the criminals! Get you apart 
this Day (from the believers).> until; 


45S USS ily 
<Did you not then understand?> (36:59-62] 


diatibe Sheil Gk 2S 5 5, pel GES ANG oscil 3 ML 


€51. They did not witness the creation of the heavens and the 
earth nor their own creation, nor did I take those who mislead 
as ‘Adudan .> 


The gods of the Idolators did not witness the Creation of 
anything, not even Themselves 


Allah says: These whom you take as helpers instead of Me are 
creatures just like you. They do not possess anything and did 
not witness the creation of heaven and earth, because they did 
not exist at that time.’ Allah says, ‘1 am the One Who 
independently and exclusively creates and controls all things, 
and I have no partner, associate or advisor in that.’ As Allah 
says: 


ad % oil —) pb dlc, SsahS Y ail o oye o re) Rai West i> 
SOV, wee 3 anil eat Yi db ot ee BUS ee on Cas oS 
44 sl 
€Say: “Call upon those you claim besides Allah, they possess 
not even a speck of dust in the heavens or on the earth, nor 
have they any share in either, nor is there for Him any 
assistant among them. Intercession with Him profits not except 
for him whom He permits.» [34:22-23] 


Similarly Allah says here: 
ike Shall 4.82 EX asp 
qnor did I take those who mislead as ‘Adudan.» Malik said: 
“Assistants.” 
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CES oS yw Moree ogt te er tee decre bere o Re + we at ae Bae voce 
ait lays By ork Lhasey a ve ab payldd winty oll Geleo- gab Ayres TS 2 
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452. And eae the Day He will say: “Call those (so- 
called) partners of Mine whom you claimed." Then they will 
cry unto them, but they will not answer them, and We shall - 
put Mawbig between them .> 


453. And the criminals shall see the Fire and apprehend that 
they are to fall therein. And they will find no way of escape | 
from it.> 


Their Partners are not able to respond and the Criminals 
are brought to the Fire 


Allah tells us how He will address the idolators on the Day |of 
Resurrection before all of creation, rebuking and scolding 
them, 


422555 GA STE Lup 


¢Call those (so-called) partners of Mine whom you claimed .> 


meaning, in the world. Call them today to save you from the 
situation you: are in! Allah says: 


ete hot KS CS i DV ES wh GE 


i G de iy he es ah Wa) 
€0 5925 


¢And truly, you have come unto Us alone as We created you, 
the first time. You have left what you were given behind your 
backs and We do see not with you your intercessors whom you 
claimed were your partners. Now all relations between you and 
them have been cut off, and all that you used to claim has’ 
vanished from you.» [6:94] 


G5 els i oh eSD 
€Then they will cry unto them, but they will not answer 
them .> As Allah says: 


47h pnts Si Be ERA iat Ja5> | 
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€And it will be said (to them): ‘Call upon those partners of 
yours," then they will call upon them, but they will not answer 
them.» [28:64] 


And the Ayah: 
Gi ESS dob BG LL 
¢And who is more astray than one who calls others besides 
Allah, such as will not answer him} [46:5] 
Until the end of the two Aydt, 
re SS ayy GA SE ane AS Lae BT sh on BG 
othe 
4And they have taken gods besides Allah, that they may grant 


them honor. Nay, but they will deny their worship of them, 
and become opponents to them.» [19:81-82] 


465 fs SS> 
qand We shall put Mawbig between them .> 
Ibn ‘Abbas, Qataddah and others said: “Destruction.”"! The 
meaning is that Allah is stating that these idolators will have 
no way of reaching the gods they claimed in this world. He will 
separate them in the Hereafter and neither party will have any 
means of reaching the other. There will be devastation, great 
horrors and other terrible things in between them. ‘Abdullah 
bin ‘Amr understood the pronoun in the phrase “between 
them" to refer to the believers and the disbelievers,'?!_ meaning 


that the people of guidance and the people of misguidance will 
be separated. This then is like the Aydt: 


CPE Boy lect 18 655d 
¢And on the Day when the Hour will be established - that Day 
shall (all men) be separated .> [30:14} 


ESS, Joep 
<On that Day men shall be divided.» [30:43], 


(l At-Tabari 18:46. 
2] at-Tabari 18:46. 
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CC SAAT A pal Wes 
<(It will be said), ‘And O you the criminals! Get you apart 
this Day (from the believers).> [36:59] 


es 5 SSeS 2 Some Wal hh BP AL os 


¢And on the e when We shall gather them all together, then’ 
We shall say to those who joined partners, ‘Stop in your place! | 


You and your partners." Then We shall separate between 
them...> until, 


Cais BE 6 a Jap 
<And what they invented will vanish from them. [10:28-30] 


CG 2 44 SS Gays tS Gt aA RT iy 

<And the criminals shall see the Fire and apprehend that they 

are to fall therein. And they will find no way of escape from 

it.> 
meaning when they see Hell with their own eyes, since it 
being dragged forth by seventy thousand reins, each pulled 
seventy thousand angels. When, 

450 Bp cell 1055 
<the criminals shall see the Fire>, 


they will realize that they cannot escape being thrown into 


and that will only intesify their anxiety and distress, because 
the anticipation and fear of punishment is in itself a real 


punishment. 
<6 as ie (ie 44 > 
¢And they will find no way of escape from it.> 
means, . yu have no ee of pase it will be inevitable. 


fete eee, 


(54. And indeed We nae given every kind id of oe in this 
Qur'an for mankind. But, man is ever more quarrelsome than 
anything .> 


is 
by 


it, 
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Examples put forth in the Qur’an 


Allah says, ‘In this Qur’an, We have explained to mankind and 
given clear details of matters so that they will not stray from 
the truth or be misled from the path of guidance. Despite this 
explanation, man is very quarrelsome and opposes truth with 
falsehood,’ except for those whom Allah guides to the path of 
salvation. Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Ali. bin Abi Talib said 
that the Messenger of Allah 3% came to visit him and Fatimah, 
the daughter of Allah’s Messenger at night, and said, 


ythai Yh 


<Are you not going to pray?> 


I said, “O Messenger of Allah, our souls are in the Hand of 
Allah. If He wills to wake us, He will wake us.” When I said 
that, he went away without returning. Then I heard him as he 
was walking away, slapping his thigh and saying, 


49S gh FEN SOY 505) 


€But, man is ever more quarrelsome than anything >") 
It was also recorded in the Two Sahihs,!?! 


fA 48 2 de 1 <p tee fates et tere nee cay cee ee 
3 ayy! rte we ol YW oe \ypbarns y GAgs poole 3} abe ol ltl fea > 
eeee 7 Ge pie SS gee 88 Fs geste! Bo abies OH AID 4008 t- 
pao Gal Jay yi Ste Vy GS LG us fers SH ah 
45003 Wal GF gos WEG BI Gets gu 
Se wd! by gue basly 4 lpr Lael 


€55. And nothing prevents men from believing, while the 
guidance has come to them, and from asking forgiveness of their 
Lord, except that the ways of the ancients be repeated with 
them, or the torment be brought to them face to face.> 


€56. And We send not the Messengers except as bearers of 
good news and warners. But those who disbelieve, argue with 


falsehood, in order to refute the truth thereby. And they take 
My Ayat and that which they are warned for jest!> 


(1) Abmad 1:112. 
(21 Fath Al-Bari 3:13, Muslim 1 :538. 
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The Rebellion of the Disbelievers 


Allah tells us about the rebellion of the disbelievers in ancient 
times and in more recent times, and how they rejected the 
obvious truth even when they witnessed clear signs and 
proofs. Nothing stopped them from following the truth except 
their demand to witness with their own eyes the punishment 
which they were being warned about. As some of them said |to 
their Prophet: 


Cindal oF yy a OS eh Lack 
€So cause a piece of the heaven to fall on us, if you are of the 
truthfull> (26:187], 

Others said: 

ii Giael & CB. of af 100, Gablp 
<Bring Allah's torment upon us if you are one of the truthful.> 
[29:29] 

The Quraysh said: 
GH JAA Se he oe tht Be & SII A OE oy itl 

Cdl ey, 
¢O Allah! If this is indeed the truth from You, then rain down 


stones on us from the sky or bring upon us a painful torment. 
[8:32] 


Aae 


& ES 3 KA Gb FS a Kat ack 1 cal GE Uy 
Cai 
¢And they say: ‘O you to whom the Reminder has been sent 


down! Verily, you are a mad man! Why do you not bring 
angels to us if you are of the truthful?"’> {15:6-7]. 


There are other Aydt refering to the same thing. Then Allah 

says: | 
45h me ol > 

except that the ways of the ancients be repeated with them, 


meaning, their overwhelming punishment, destroying every 
last one of them. 


178 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


FOP gp nore ppe 


456 BI rel > 


dor the torment be brought to them face to face.> 


they see it with their own eyes, being directly confronted with 
it. Then Allah says: 


ha 
dani 6,42 Vy cst 3.3 o> 
<And We send not the Messengers except as bearers of good 
news and warners .> 


before the punishment they give good news to those who 
believe in them and follow them, and warnings to those who 
reject them and oppose them. Then Allah tells us about the 
disbelievers who argue: 


ed 


4 fa os ate 
CH oy bees Just > 
«with falsehood, in order to refute the truth thereby .> 


they try to weaken the truth that the Messengers brought, but 
they cannot achieve that. 


40 Wal G5 gst GAG} 
¢And they take My Ayat and that which they are warned for 
jest! > 
they take the proof, evidence and miracles sent with the 
Messengers to warn them, and make them fear the 
punishment; 


538) 
as a jest and mockery and they make fun of them, which is the 
worst type of disbelief. 


’ ae tees og Sy ree 4g np te ter aw oho oo ae ° ‘oe ove 

cea FOS OS oo A one SS Ail 
Aare ot TR 0 tebe ee oe ra . ot 0 ase e +? er ad ge 4 es % 
Bios od BY EE ob ai ee os GS as as Cae I det 
bg Sit Ady On Eo eee ey hh SEG 8 Sai 
CRE SE OS Yi UKE a ass BSE ash oe 
457. And who does more wrong than he who is reminded of the 
Ayat (signs) of his Lord, but turns away from them, forgetting 
what his hands have sent forth. Truly, We have set over their 
hearts Akinnah, lest they should understand this (the Qur’an), 
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and in their ears, deafness. And if you call them to guidance, 
even then they will never be guided.» 

458. And your Lord is Most Forgiving, Owner of mercy. Were 
He to call them to account for what they have earned, then 
surely, He would have hastened their punishment. But they 
have their appointed time, beyond which they will find no 
escape .> 

459. And these towns, We destroyed them when they did 
wrong. And We appointed a fixed time for their destruction.> 


The Worst People are Those Who turn away after being 
reminded 


Allah says, ‘Who among My creatures does more wrong than 
one who is reminded of the signs of Allah then turns away 
from them,’ i.e., ignores them and does not listen or pay 
attention to them. 


€x coe G5 Sy 


¢forgetting what his hands have sent forth.» means, bad deeds and 
evil actions. 


p4o98 & GS b> 


€Truly, We have set over their heartsy means, the hearts of these 
people, 


diccl> 
¢Akinnah> means, coverings. 
24%, dlp 


lest they should understand this,» means, so that they will pee 
understand this Qur’an and its clear Message 


465; pelle a> 


¢and in their ears, deafness.» means that they will be deaf inj an 
abstract way, to guidance. 


4S GEE SH OT HEE ad 
¢And if you call them to guidance, even then they will never be 
guided.> 
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Eh 8 Sil sp 
¢And your Lord is Most Forgiving, Owner of mercy.> 


means, ‘your Lord, O Muhammad, is forgiving and has great 
mercy.’ 


Ciel Gh Fe ere ey ALG J 
«Were He to call them to account for what they have earned, 
then surely, He would have hastened their punishment. > 
This is like the Ayah: 
456 ow Gi SABIE C Aa HAG SD 
¢And if Allah were to punish men for that which they earned, 


He would not leave a moving creature on the surface of the 
earth.> [35:45] 


oa st “4 cog SO we 75 7 8 AN Abe oye 
CG 48) 2S 5 apd & ol Gab 3 35> 
<But verily, your Lord is full of forgiveness for mankind in 


spite of their wrongdoing. And verily, your Lord is (also) 
severe in punishment} [13:6]. 


And there are many Aydt which say the same thing. 

Then Allah tells us that He is patient, He conceals faults and 
forgives sins. He may guide some of them from wrongdoing to 
true guidance, and whoever continues in his evil ways, then 
there will come to him a Day when infants will turn grey and 
every pregnant female will shed her load. He says: 

ty aah on hd J Ey DD 
But they have their appointed time, beyond which they will 
find no escape.> 
meaning, they will find no way out. 


4b S ASE acti isp 
¢And these towns, We destroyed them when they did wrong. 


This refers to earlier nations in times past; ‘We destroyed them 
because of their stubborn disbelief.’ 


C055 Sis > 
<And We appointed a fixed time for their destruction .> 


> 
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460. And (remember) when Miisa said to his boy-servant: “I 
will not give up until I reach the junction of the two seas or a 
Huqub passes .’’> 
€61. But when they reached the junction of the two seas, they 
forgot their fish, and it took its way through the sea as in a 
tunnel .> 


462. So when they passed further on, Miisa said to his boy- 
servant: ‘Bring us our morning meal; truly, we have suffered 


anal Jé Hole ti Fein 4 
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Nasaban in this, our journey.’’> 


463. He said: ‘Do you remember when we betook ourselves to 
the rock? I indeed forgot the fish; none but Shaytan made me 
forget to remember it. It took its course into the sea in a strange 
(way)!""> 

464. [Miisa] said: ‘That is what we have been seeking."’ So 
they went back retracing their footsteps .> 


€65. Then they found one of Our servants, on whom We had 


bestowed mercy from Us, and whom We had taught knowledge 
from Us.> 


The Story of Misa and Al-Khidr 


The reason for Musa’s conversation with the boy-servant, 
Yusha‘ bin Nin, was that he had been told about one of the 
servants of Allah at the junction of the two seas, who had 
knowledge which Misa had not been granted, so he wanted to 
travel to meet him. So he said to that boy-servant of his: 


AX 
€I will not give up> meaning, I will keep on traveling, 
doi 5 Ce it 
<untl I reach the junction of the two seasp meaning, the place 
where the two seas met. 
qe Gail I> 


qor a Hugub passes.» meaning, even if I have to travel for a very 
long time. Ibn Jarir (may Allah have mercy on him) said, “Some 
of the scholars of the Arabic language said that Huqub means a 
year in the dialect of [the tribe of] Qays,”"! then he narrated 
that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr said, “Huqub means eighty years.”*! 
Mujahid said, “Seventy years.”°! ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported 
that Ibn ‘Abbas said that it means a lifetime.'*! Qatadah and 


(1 At-Tabari 18:56. 
21 At-Tabari 18:56. 
(31 At-Tabari 18:56. 
(41 At-Tabari 18:57. 
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Ibn Zayd said likewise.!1! | 
<€But when they reached the junction of the two seas, they 
forgot their fish,» 


He had been commanded to carry a salted fish with him, and 
it had been said to him, when you lose the fish, that will be a 
sign that you have reached the right place. So they set out 
and traveled until they reached the junction of the two seas, 
where there was a spring called ‘Ayn Al-Hdydt (the Spring jof 
Life). They went to sleep there, and the fish felt the drops of 
that water, so it came back to life. It was in a vessel with 
Yasha‘, upon him be peace, and it jumped out of the sa 
towards the sea. Yusha‘ woke up and the fish fell into the 
water and started to swim through the water, leaving a track 
or channel behind it. Allah said: 


dim AT 5 Aap Satp | 
' 


¢and it took its way through the sea as in a tunnel.> 

meaning, like going through a tunnel on land. Ibn Jurayj said, 

“Ibn ‘Abbas said, ‘It left a trace as if it were a rock.”!! 
ate Cib> 


€So when they had passed further on,» means, past the place 
where they had forgotten the fish. Forgetfulness is attributed|to 
them both even though it was actually Yusha‘ who forgot. This 
is like the Ayah: 


<Out of them both come out pearl and coral.» [55:22], 


although they come from the salt water, according to one| of 
the two opinions. 
When they had passed one stage beyond the place where they 
had forgotten the fish, 

4135 B25 o Cal 3d OE Ga anc SD 


¢[Miis@] said to his boy-servant: “Bring us our morning meal; 


(1) At-Tabari 18:57. 
[2] At-Tabari 18:57. i 
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truly, we have suffered in this, our journey» 


meaning, their journey beyond the place where they should 
have stopped. 


{a> 
¢Nasaban> means, exhaustion. 
<o50 FS Sorbl F AG al 25 op AST Sy NY So Aap 
¢He said: ‘Do you remember when we betook ourselves to the 


rock? I indeed forgot the fish; none but Shaytan made me forget 
to remember it..."> 


Then he said, 
€It took its course», meaning its path, 
de 6 6 as Sb ow EFI ap 
¢"'...into the sea in a strange (way)!"" [Misa] said: ‘That is 
what we have been seeking .''> 
meaning, this is what we have been looking for. 


415555 
€So they went back > 
dati ded 
<their footsteps .> 


<Then they found one of Our servants, on whom We had 
bestowed mercy from Us, and whom We had taught knowledge 
from Us.> 


This was Al-Khidr, peace be upon him, as is indicated by the 
authentic Hddiths narrated from the Messenger of Allah 3%. Al- 
Bukhari recorded that Said bin Jubayr said, “I said to Ibn 
‘Abbas: ‘Nawf Al-Bikali claims that Musa, the companion of Al- 
Khidr was not the Musa of the Children of Israel.’ Ibn ‘Abbas 
said, The enemy of Allah has told a lie.’ Ubayy bin Kab 
narrated that he heard the Messenger of Allah 3% say, 
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cis Uh OU seit tn SF eth Jury sg ht ph et S| 
el 58 Ad ck tte J St od ai 556 wh lads 53 25 by oe aan 
«fer Sees C2 das LE ce ty 285 5 Gg eo OE ate 
GS Kiet na; Ghan Gf dy LS pein ole od y Abs a 
Po gp dye IG Sg hi & OS gg Shh oh; | 
Bi GG th jb ole jad ul Se St of Gl Baily 


iy OW BY S GEG Gps Se UG ely bh ts 

405 Nie GS Ed OTE ee yt JU ahh 
‘Miisa got up to deliver a speech before the Children of Israel 
and he was asked, “Who is the most learned person among the 
people?" Miisa replied, ‘I am." Allah rebuked him because he 
did not refer the knowledge to Allah. So Allah revealed to him: 
“At the junction of the two seas there is a servant of Ours who ' 
is more learned than you." Miisa asked, “‘O my Lord, how can 
I meet him?" Allah said, ‘‘Take a fish and put it in a vessel 
and then set out, and where you lose the fish, you will find 
him.” So Mitsa took a fish, put it in a vessel and set out, along 
with his boy-servant Yiisha' bin Niin, peace be upon him, till 
they reached a rock (on which) they both lay down their heads 
and slept. The fish moved vigorously in the vessel and got out 
of it and fell into the sea and there it took its way through the 
sea (straight) as in a tunnel. Allah stopped the flow of water on | 
both sides of the way created by the fish, and so that way was 
like a tunnel. When Miisa got up, his companion forgot to tell 
him about the fish, and so they carried on their journey during 
the rest of the day and the whole night. The next morning 
Miisé said to his boy-servant, 


<"Bring us our morning meal; truly, we have suffered much 
fatigue in this, our journey.’’> 
J IB cy ol tol ill Si HE LE Cat ok bs 
25 SNS A A Soli 2s op aa Ly Sp 
OS Ce 3 ots oo AY OS UE 4 ATI a 
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a 
Loe 
ta 


wal 3s GAS otek es SU Os tae oe GE Go asp 
Ab SS SB oy dle LS os fos OP aa Ii 
ae GMS os ES J ay SGD 1, GA we ols Gest 
aZdef ¥ 
Misa did not get tired till he had passed the place that Allah 
had ordered him to look for. His boy-servant then said to him, 


<"'Do you remember when we betook ourselves to the rock? I 
indeed forgot the fish; none but Shaytan made me forget to 
remember it. It took its course into the sea in a strange way."'> 


There was a tunnel for the fish and Mitsa and his boy-servant 
were amazed. Miisa said, 


<"That is what we have been seeking."" So they went back 
retracing their footsteps.'’> 


So they went back retracing their steps until they reached the 
rock. There they found a man covered with a garment. Miisa 
greeted him. Al-Khidr said, “Is there such a greeting in your 
land?" Misa said, I am Miisa."" He said, ‘Are you the Misa 
of the Children of Israel?’’ Miisa said, “‘Yes,"’ and added, “I 
have come to you so that you may teach me something of that 
knowledge which you have been taught." Al-Khidr said, 


€You will not be able to have patience with me.» 

O Misa! I have some of Allah's knowledge which He has 
bestowed upon me but you do not know it; and you too, have 
some of Allah's knowledge which He has bestowed upon you, 
but I do not know it.” 

FHSS IU QUA ab cael Vi Ge Ot TE yy Bid sey dB 
Ie ey Ais All bob Lt OI AS ae B55 Ah 
ps3 Geen cig Gy AiG paddy Vy Ae oS Ba 3 ty UB 


- 


CYL GAS GSS pee J SL SS A Be I 
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I Gk Y db ks og eo J ay Sai st 56> al ES ete ad 
qe 6A & ait Vi 28 | 


Misa said, <"If Allah wills, you will find me patient, and I | 
will not disobey you in aught."> 


Al-Khidr said to him, €Then, if you follow me, ask me not 
about anything till I myself mention it to you.'"> 


So they set out walking along the shore, until a boat passed by | 
and they asked the crew to let them go on board. The crew 
recognized Al-Khidr and allowed them to go on board free of 
charge. When they went on board, suddenly Miisa saw that Al- | 
Khidr had pulled out one of the planks of the ship with an adz. 
Miisa said to him, “These people gave us a free ride, yet you 
have broken their boat so that its people will drown! Verily, you 
have done a terrible thing! 


€°Al-Khidr said, “Did I not tell you, that you would not be 
able to have patience with me?'’> 

<Miisa said, ‘Call me not to account for what I forgot and be 
not hard upon me for my affair (with you)."">» 

The Messenger of Allah # said, | 
BANS He GB hab es 2I8 ot ok IN 
Yi al be J thes pele Gad SS soi sf gk oh gS 
OG WALES Ge ES Adds fy Saath ts Gal wh 
ily pad EG oud cab ws padi jatf pet le 

EHS os ES I a a i HI SG oe 
«In the first instance, Miisa asked Al-Khidr because he had 
forgotten his promise. Then a bird came and sat on the edge of | 
the boat, dipping its beak once or twice in the sea. Al-Khidr said | 
to Miisa, “My knowledge and your knowledge, in comparison to 
Allah's knowledge, is like what this bird has taker: out of the | 
sea." Then they both disembarked from the boat, and while they 
were walking on the shore, Al-Khidr saw a boy playing with 
other boys. Al-Khidr took hold of the boy's head and pulled it off | 
with his hands, killing him. Misa said to him, 
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<“‘Have you killed an innocent person who had killed none! 
Verily, you have committed a thing Nukr!" He said, “Did I 
not tell you that you would not be able to have patience with 
me?"'> 


oe Cb B Ge HOSE ged & BIE oy SGD 6 ANI 5 LBL eddy 258 


Gs i Sah Chie os JG Qil cus S O5 GO hy aE uk 
i As O8 CEGED ox aS NS chu Gf ESE Thy Hy 


iva suas meters Gstelt ib piel 
€ks ae 5 3G desl, sighs ans ae 
[The narrator] said, “The second blame was stronger than 
the first one”. 
<Miisa said, If I ask you anything after this, keep me not in 
your company; you have received an excuse from me." Then 
they both proceeded until they came to the people of a town. 
They asked them for food but they refused to entertain them. 
(Then) they found there a wall on the point of falling down. 
(Al-Khidr) set it up straight with his own hands. Masa said, 
“We came to these people, but they neither fed us nor received 
us as guests. 
€If you had wished, surely, you could have taken wages for it!" 
(Al-Khidr) said: ‘This is the parting between you and I. I will 
tell you the interpretation of (those) things over which you were 
unable to be patient .""> 


The Messenger of Allah 3% said: 
iad be Cle tl Ga 2 pe OS a Of be5 
«We wish that Miisa@ was patient so that Allah would have told 
us more about both of them.» 


Sa'id bin Jubayr said: “Ibn ‘Abbas used to recite [Ayah no. 
79] 


(Cab ils daz 8 Ri Su maul S155) 


(There was a king before them who seized every good- 
conditioned ship by force) and [Ayah no 80] 


(sZa$e sigh S55 Bs SUS pr Uy 
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(As for the boy, he was a disbeliever and his parents were 
believers.) 
Then (in another narration) Al-Bukhari recorded a similar 
account which says: 
BAAN ME J bh aes os BEN ay ot OA 
JW fe han gol 5 06 Gb og ag 0 ide YS | 
gl Ob eG fy SA Sub ps Wy tyd wu ye ed Viti 
Gp Ed oy JU be UG Adi yeas fo in Jag A555 
40.03 
‘...then Miisa set out and with him was his boy-servant 
Ytisha' bin Nin, and they had the fish with them. When they 
reached the rock, they camped there, and Misa lay down his 
head and slept. At the base of the rock there was a spring called 
Al-Hayat; its water never touched a thing but it brought it to 
life. Some of its water touched the fish, so it began to move and. 
jumped out of the vessel and into the sea. When he woke up, | 
Mitsé said to his boy-servant : 
<Bring us our morning meal .>» 
Then he quoted the rest of the Hadith. 
Then a bird came and perched on the edge of the ship, and 
dipped its beak in the sea, and Al-Khidr said to Musa, “My 
knowledge and your knowledge and the knowledge of all |of 
creation, in comparison to the knowledge of Allah, is like what 
this bird has taken from the sea.” Then he mentioned the rest 
of the report.!?) 
SEAS J oy 6 OE cE IE BAL op Hi Sep 
Wns ote y ais Jb OR 4 L250 55 OG Oh 
€66. Musa said to him: “May I follow you so that you teach 
me something of that knowledge which you have been taught 
(by Allah)?''> 


(1 Fath ALBari 8 :262. 
2] Fath ALBari 8 :272. 
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467. He said: “Verily, you will not be able to have patience 
with mel!"'> 


68. “And how can you have patience about a thing which you 
know not?"’> 


469. Miisa said: “If Allah wills, you will find me patient, and 
I will not disobey you in aught."’> 


470. He said: “Then, if you follow me, ask me not about 
anything till I myself mention of it to you."’> 


Misa meeting with Al-Khidr and accompanying Him 
Allah tells us what Musa said to that learned man, who was 
Al-Khidr. He was one to whom Allah had given knowledge that 
He had not given to Musa, just as He had given Musa 
knowledge that He had not given to Al-Khidr. 
qi Ja oh BSB 
<Miisa said to him: ‘May I follow you...’ 


This is a question phrased in gentle terms, with no sense of 
force or coercion. This is the manner in which the seeker of 
knowledge should address the scholar. 


<ai> 
€I follow you means, I accompany you and spend time with 
you. 
153 eck G ols J kd 
¢so that you teach me something of that knowledge which you have 
been taught> 
meaning, teach me something from that which Allah has 


taught you so that I may be guided by it and learn something 
beneficial and do righteous deeds. At this point, 


<dt> 
¢He said» meaning, Al-Khidr said to Musa, 
dis os he SD 
<Verily, you will not be able to have patience with me!> 


meaning, ‘You will not be able to accompany with me when 
you see me doing things that go against your law, because | 
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have knowledge from Allah that He has not taught you, and 
you have knowledge from Allah that He has not taught me. 
Each of us has responsibilities before Allah that the other does 
not share, and you will not be able to stay with me,’ 


4 
a Lae 


€And how can you have patience about a thing which you 
know not?» 


‘For I know that you will denounce me justifiably, but I have 
knowledge of Allah’s wisdom and the hidden interests which I 
can see but you cannot.’ 


<5) 
He said> meaning, Musa said: 
EO. HN TG Oh BAe lp 
€lf Allah wills, you will find me patient,» with whatever I see of 
your affairs, 
€fA Bi seth Tod 
dand I will not disobey you in aught.> means, ‘1 will not go against 
you in anything.’ At that point, Al-Khidr, upon him be peace, 
set a condition: 
«Then, if you follow me, ask me not about anything} do not initiate 
any discussion of the matter, 


€éill I myself mention of it to you.» meaning, ‘until I initiate the 
discussion, before you ask me about it.’ 


CA & GG 245% ak ¥ 56 Mee Gs ALES J ay Bi Si SG 
- €71. So they both proceeded, till, when they boarded the boat, 
he (Khidr) damaged it. Mitsa said: ‘Have you damaged it — 


wherein its people will drown? Verily, you have committed a 
thing Imr.""> 
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<72. He said: ‘Did I not tell you, that you would not be able 
to have patience with me?"'> 


473. He said: “Call me not to account for what I forgot, and 
be not hard upon me for my affair (with you).""> 


Damaging the Boat 


Allah tells us that Masa and his companion Al-Khidr set out 
having come to an agreement and reached an understanding. 
Al-Khidr had made the condition that Musa should not ask 
him about anything he found distasteful until he himself 
initiated the discussion and offered an explanation. So they 
went on board the ship, as described in the Hadith quoted 
above - the crew recognized Al-Khidr and let them ride on 
board free of charge, as an honor to Al-Khidr. When the boat 
took them out to sea and they were far from the shore, Al- 
Khidr got up and damaged the boat, pulling out one of its 
planks and then patching it up again. Musa, peace be upon 
him, could not restrain himself from denouncing him, so he 
said: 


veer 


¢Have you damaged it wherein its people will drown? > 
The grammatical structure of the sentence in Arabic implies 
that this was the consequence, not the purpose, of his action. 
ir) GE Sby ail 
€Verily, you have committed a thing Imr.> About Imr’, Mujahid 
said: “An evil thing.”!'! Qatadah said, “An astounding thing.”!! 
At this point, reminding him of the previously-agreed condition, 
Al-Khidr said: 
Cis ES Shy Bi BD 
<Did I not tell you, that you would not be able to have patience 
with me?> 


meaning, ‘this thing that I did deliberately is one of the things 
I told you not to denounce me for, because you do not know 


(1) At-Tabari 18:72. 
2] At-Tabari 18:72. 
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‘ re saul s the full story, and 

heres 172% 141747 17%-«([[ there is a reason and 
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he SS AT LE IG oi €36 
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eS NOns Ej cale beg aan & Call me not to account 


SEES pan LA WES for what I forgot, and be 
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Messenger of Allah #: 
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«In the first instance, Miisa asked Al-Khidr because he had 
forgotten his promise .»!") 


~ ean AA ee oe fee 


WS GE Ee LE A EG CE OS Oe A Kal 15, jo GLEE 
liar tama Ae Co aes 


474, Then they both proceeded till ey met a boy, ‘itd ae 
(Khidr) killed him. Miisa said: ‘Have you killed an innocent 


person without Nafs? Verily, you have committed a thing 
Nukr!""> 


475. He said: “Did I not tell you that you can have no 


(1 Fath Al-Bari 8 :262. 
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patience with me?’'> 


€76. He said: “If I ask you anything after this, keep me not in 
your company, you have received an excuse from me."’> 


The Story of killing the Boy 
<ai> 


<Then they both proceeded,» means, after the first incident, 


Sa 


tpi CE ly HD 

till they met a boy, and he (Khidr) killed him.> 
It has been stated previously that this boy was playing with 
other boys in one of the towns, and that Al-Khidr deliberately 
singled him out. He was the finest and most handsome of 
them all, and Al-Khidr killed him. When Musa, peace be upon 
him, saw that he denounced him even more fervently than in 
the first case, and said hastily: 

¢Have you killed an innocent person?> a 
meaning, a young person who had not yet committed any sin 
or done anything wrong, yet you killed him 
4.5 pap 
<without Nafs> with no reason for killing him. 


<Verily, you have committed a thing Nukr!> meaning, 
something that is clearly evil. 


EMS Go ALES J ll all Sih Bi 56> 
4He said: Did I not tell you that you can have no patience 


with me?"'> 


Once again, Al-Khidr reiterates the condition set in the first 
place, so Mus4 says to him: 


4655 Pre & ast. Ap 


If I ask you anything after this,» meaning, ‘if I object to anything 
else you do after this,’ 
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462 SH oe ch 5 Gad iD 
¢keep me not in your company, you have received an excuse 
from me.» 


‘you have accepted my apology twice.’ Ibn Jarir narrated fro 
Ibn ‘Abbas that Ubayy bin Ka‘b said: “Whenever the Prophet 
2 mentioned anyone, he would pray for himself first. One da 
he said: 


lp JU shy cad aN ots BSI od es He a Sty 
iivible AY ye cil B GS GO od BIE 
(May the mercy of Allah be upon us and upon Miisa. If he had 
stayed with his companion he would have seen wonders, but he 
said, €'If I ask you anything after this, keep me not in your 
company, you have received an excuse from me.'>»”""! 
1 Oy es Ua has ol 9 GT Cae 25 a Ty ge aD 
HBC By Ge Sia is JG yl ae SE che 5 JE Mii Bes of 
C00 S oH MES TU pst 
¢77. Then they both proceeded till when they came to the people 
of a town, they asked them for food, but they refused to 
entertain them. Then they found therein a wall about to collapse 


and he set it up straight. (Misa) said: “If you had wished, 
surely you could have taken wages for it!'’» 


478. He said: ‘This is the parting between you and I, | will 
tell you the interpretation of (those) things over which you were 
not able to be patient.''> 


The Story of repairing the Wall 
Allah tells us that 


{Gib 
<they both proceeded} after the first two instances, 


UWS 


(" At-Tabari 18:77. 
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<till when they came to the people of a town, > 
Ibn Jarir narrated from Ibn Sirin that this was Al-Aylah.!'! 
According to the Hadith; 
cd o33 Jat at iy go 
(When they came there, the people of the town were mean.0!2| 
i.e., miserly 


ce Beth 


quai ol he Uy GS Nas LS of AG Gil Kak 


<they asked them for food, but they refused to entertain them. 
Then they found therein a wall about to collapse and he (Khidr) 
set it up straight .> 


means, he fixed it so it was standing upright properly. We 
have already seen in the Hadith quoted above that he set it up 
with his own hands, supporting it until it was standing 
straight again, which is something extraordinary. At this point 
Masa said to him: 


ial ake SES cts Sp 


€If you had wished, surely you could have taken wages for it!> 


meaning, because they did not entertain us as guests, you 
should not have worked for them for free. 


Cai ge Wa Nm 56> 
<He said: ‘This is the parting between you and Ip 


meaning, because you said after the boy was killed that if you 
asked me anything after that, you would not accompany me 
any further. So this is the parting of the ways between me and 
you. 


€ esl, Jed 
<I will tell you the interpretation? meaning explanation, 
tio GS IO 
of (those) things over which you were not able to be patient.> 


("I at-Tabari 18:78. 
(2 Ahmad 5:119. 
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the hidden ered 


he said, “I damaged the ship to make it faulty, because they u 
to pass by a king who was one of the oppressors, who 


dae ¥ Lk> 
seized every boat}, i.e., every good, sound boat 
de> 
<by force.» ‘So I wanted to prevent him from taking this boat 


ed 


by 


making it appear faulty, so that its poor owners who had 
nothing else could benefit from it.’ It was also said that they 


were orphans. 
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480. “And as for the boy, his parents were believers, and we 
feared he would oppress them by rebellion and disbelief.’"> 


481. “So we intended that their Lord should exchange him for 
them for one better in righteousness and nearer to mercy "> 


Interpretation of why the Boy was killed 


Ibn ‘Abbas narrated from Ubayy bin Ka‘b that the Prophet 2% 
said: 


nas ab 65 ab path ds ill fin 
“The boy Al-Khidr killed was destined to be a disbeliever from 
the day he was created.» 


It was recorded by Ibn Jarir from Ibn ‘Abbas.!'! He said: 


Sik HL iad J Sd op OG 08s 
his parents were believers, and we feared he would oppress 
them by rebellion and disbelief> 


Their love for him might make them follow him in disbelief. 
Qatadah said, “His parents rejoiced when he was born and 
grieved for him when he was killed. If he had stayed alive, he 
would have been the cause of their doom. So let a man be 
content with the decree of Allah, for the decree of Allah for the 
believer, if he dislikes it, is better for him than if He were to 
decree something that he likes for him.”!7] An authentic 
Hadith says; wee dit, «(hes ‘ te 
tS IF OW Vi Lad fe Al ol ak Yo 

“Allah does not decree anything for the believer except it is 

good for him .»!3! 
And Allah says: 


Creal BE Hs CS VAKS J yasp 


and it may be that you dislike a thing which is good for you.> 
[2:216}. 


4 
‘2 


0S OB UG 2 ee AE ol Tsk 


(' Muslim 2380, At-Tabari 18:85. 
[21 At-Tabari 18:86. 
13) Apmad 3:117. 
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€So we intended that their Lord should exchange him for them 
for one better in righteousness and nearer to mercy.> | 


would feel more compassion. This was the view of Ibn 
Jurayj." 


Wal Ving 36 OS 5S As OG cil g git ol 3 5ad! Chy> 
as oA se AG wy oh ot vais t, ae eae JB 3 


482. “And as for the wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in 
the town; and there was under it a treasure belonging to them; 
and their father was a righteous man, and your Lord intended 
that they should attain their age of full strength and take out 
their treasure as a mercy from your Lord. And'I did them not 
of my own accord. That is the interpretation of those (things) 
over which you could not be patient .> 


A child who was better than this one, a child for whom th 


' 


Interpretation of why the Wall was repaired for no 
Charge 


In this Ayah teks is a proof that the word Qaryah (village) 
may be used to refer to a city (Madinah), because Allah first 
says, 


x5 Li Gi ty Sb 

till when they came to the people of a town (Qaryah)> [18:77], but 
here He says: 

40.51 3 tin ily Sp 


€it belonged to two orphan boys in the town (Al-Madinah) ;> 
This is like the Aydt: 


ares 


a ak ae 
4S Bi GLB os Ty atl & £3 oP 


¢And many a town (Qaryah), stronger than your town wie 
has driven you out We have destroyed> [47:13] and; 


4 


oh ht Seca St es & Sa os GL isp 
\) At-Tabari 18 :86-87. 
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¢And they say: Why is not this Qur'an sent down to some 

great man of the two towns (Al-Qaryatayn)?"'>[43:31] 
meaning Makkah and At-Taif. 
The meaning of the Ayah [18:82] is: “I repaired this wall 
because it belonged to two orphan boys in the city, and 
underneath it was some treasure belonging to them.” Tkrimah, 
Qatadah and others said, “Underneath it there was some 
wealth that was buried for them.”!! This meaning is apparent 
from the context of the Ayah, and is the view chosen by Ibn 
Jarir (may Allah have mercy on him). 

dos cas) 5 

<their father was a righteous man,> indicates that a righteous 
person’s offspring will be taken care of, and that the blessing of 
his worship will extend to them in this world and in the 
Hereafter. This will occur through his intercession for them, as 
well as their status being raised to the highest levels of 
Paradise, so that he may find joy in them. This was stated in 
the Qur’én and reported in the Sunnah. Said bin Jubayr 
narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas: “They were taken cure of bécause 
their father was a righteous inan, although it is not stated that 
they themselves were righteous.”!1 

qyour Lord intended that they should attain their age of full 

strength and take out their treasurep 


Here will is attributed to Allah, the Exalted, because no one 
else is able to bring them to the age of full strength and 
puberty except Allah. In contrast, He said about the boy: 


455 25 EE WE ol th 
€So we intended that their Lord should exchange him for them 
for one better in righteousness > 
and concerning the ship: 
46cci i Sap 
") At-Tabari 18:90. 
2] At-Tabari 18:90. 
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¢So I wished to make a defective damage in it, > 
And Allah knows best. 


Was Al-Khidr a Prophet? 


dis Se MS Os BS ot Lisp 


¢as a mercy from your Lord. ae I did them not of my own 
accord .> 


Meaning, These three things that I did, come from the mer 
of Allah for those we have mentioned, the crew of the ship, the 
parents of the boy and the two sons of the righteous man} I 
was only commanded to do these things that were enjoined 
upon me.’ This is proof and evidence in support of those who 
say that Al-Khidr, peace be upon him, was a Prophet, along 
with the Ayah which we have already quoted: 


€: with & GS 4 28S Une SASS Mahe Be Vand 


<Then they found one of Our servants, on whom We had 
bestowed mercy from Us, and whom We had taught knowledge 
from Us.> [18:65] 


Why he was called Al-Khidr? 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah |be 
pleased with him, said that the Prophet 2% said concerning Al- 
Khidr; 


(NBS hl be EE op 1345 sag oe ie ele BN as eit Wp 
tHe was called Al-Khidr because he sat on a barren Farwah 
that turned white, then it turned green (Khadra') beneath 
him 


Imam Ahmad also recorded this from ‘Abdur-Razzaq.!?! It 
also recorded in Sahih Al-Bukhari from Hammam from (bu 
Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah 2% said, 


Nas tS be BE oe tah 3558 le Cte SY ad Ue Sp 


«He was called Al-Khidr because he sat on a barren Farwah an 


(1 Ahmad 2:312. 
2) Ahmad 2:318. 
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it turned green (Khadra') beneath him 0") 


The meaning of Farwah here is a patch of withered vegetation. 
This was the view of ‘Abdur-Razzaq.'7! It was also said that it 
means the face of the earth. 


455 ob ESIC dsb asp 
€That is the interpretation of those (things) over which you 
could not be patient.> 


meaning, ‘this is the explanation of the things which you could 
not put up with or be patient with until I took the initiative of 
explaining them to you.’ When he explained them and made 
them clear and solved the confusion, he used a milder form of 
the verb, 


<b> 
¢you could» When the matter was still confusing and very 
difficult, a more intensive form was used, 
€I will tell you the interpretation of (those) things over which 
you were unable to be patient with} [18:78]. 


The intensity of the verbal form used reflects the intensity of 
the confusion felt. This is like the Ayah: 


4a Spt 
€So they (Ya‘jitj and Ma‘jiij) were not able to scale it» [18:97] 
which means ascending to its highest point, 


4CH BUA w3p 
nor are they able to dig through it> [18:97] which is more difficult 
than the former. The intensity of the verbal form used reflects 
the difficulty of the action, which has to do with the subtleties 
of meaning. And Allah knows best. 
If one were to ask, what happened to the boy-servant of Musa 


who appears at the beginning of the story but then is not 
mentioned? The answer is that the objective of the story is 


") Fath AlBari 6:499. 
[21 Ahmad 2:318. 
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what happened between Musa and Al-Khidr. Musa’s boy- 
servant was with him, following him. It is clearly mentioned in 
the Sahih Hadiths referred to above that he was Yusha‘ bin 
Nun, who was the one who became the leader of the Children 
of Israel after Musa, peace be upon him. 


ch» 06 Bond Paes x dee BS O beets 5 FS Abney 
eA g WS G fryees a SE tk bb oa 6 & Gey 


€83. And they ask you about Dhul-Qarnayn. Say: ‘I shall 
recite to you something of his story."'> 


484. Verily, We established him in the earth, and We gave him 
the means of everything .> 


The Story of Dhul-Qarnayn 
Allah says to His Prophet 3%, 


{BEG} 
¢And they ask your O Muhammad 2, 
4B 3 ep 


¢about Dhul-Qarnayn.> i.e., about his story. We have alreddy 
mentioned how the disbelievers of Makkah sent word to 
People of the Book and asked them for some information 
which they could test the Prophet 3%. They (the People of the 
Book) said, ‘Ask him about a man who traveled extensively 
throughout the earth, and about some young men who nobody 
knows what they did, and about the Ruh (the soul),’ then 
Surat Al-Kahf was revealed. 


Dhul-Qarnayn had great Power 
4.251 3 NK Gp 


¢Verily, We established him in the earth,» means, ‘We have given 
him great power, so that he had all that kings could have of 
might, armies, war equipment and siege machinery.’ So he had 
dominion over the east and the west, all countries and their 
kings submitted to him, and all the nations, Arab and 
Arab, served him. Some of them said he was called Dhul- 
Qarnayn (the one with two horns) because he reached the two 
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“Horns” of the sun, east and west, where it rises and where it 
sets. 


oF oe SHY 
dand We gave him the means of everything .> 
Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Said bin Jubayr, ‘Tkrimah, As-Suddi, 


Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and others said, “This means 
knowledge.”') Qatadah also said, 


ee it F on Sp 
¢and We gave him the means of everything .> 


“The different parts and features of the earth.”!?! Concerning 
Bilgis, Allah said, 
455 je od cab 

¢she has been given all things» [27:23], meaning all things that 
monarchs like her are given. Thus too was Dhul-Qarnayn: 
Allah gave him the means of all things, meaning the means and 
power to conquer all areas, regions and countries, to defeat 
enemies, suppress the kings of the earth and humiliate the 


people of Shirk. He was given all that a man like him would 
need. And Alléh knows best. 


voy & feee Ra ore eyte 
Cb Op bie Sy) MR Ge a WS ES Ll ape fh Gy ge Gte aby 
2 248 33 BG Ss om eee OMS Shy goal 13h 


Pa 


iA be SMS FU Bs I oh RIO AIS ws 
qt 


€85. So he followed a way.> 

€86. Until, when he reached the setting place of the sun, he 
found it setting in a spring of Hami'ah. And he found near it a 
people. We said: “O Dhul-Qarnayn! Either you punish them or 
treat them with kindness."'> 

487. He said: “As for him who does wrong, we shall punish 
him, and then he will be brought back unto his Lord, Who will 
punish him with a terrible torment (Hell)."> 


"1 ALBidayah wan-Nihdyah 2:106, At-Tabari 18 :94-95. 
2] Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah 2:106, At-Tabari 18:94-95. 
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<88. “But as for him who believes and works righteousness, he 
shall have the best reward, and we shall speak unto him mild 
words .""> 


His traveling and reaching the Place where the Sun se 
(the West) 


disci ap 


. 


<So he followed a way.> Ibn ‘Abbas said that he followed different 


routes to achieve what he wanted.!"! 
qt Gp 
€So he followed a way.> 


Mujahid said that he followed different routes, east ae 


west.|?1 


said: 


According to one report narrated from Mujahid, 


atc 


4a way} means, “A route through the land.”*! Qatadah said, |“It 


“means he followed the routes and landmarks of the earth.”!*) 


4.281 oh ha BD 


<Until, when he reached the setting place of the sun,> 


means, he followed a route until he reached the furthest paint 


that could be reached in the direction of the sun’s set 


B» 


which is the west of the earth. As for the idea of his reaching 


the place in the sky where the sun sets, this is somethi 


impossible, and the tales told by storytellers that he traveled 


. so far to the west that the sun set behind him are not tru 
all. Most of these stories come from the myths of the Peopl 
the Book and the fabrications and lies of their heretics. 


4E i db BS E> 
¢he found it setting in a spring of Hami’ah> 
01 At-Tabari 18:99. 
[2] at-Tabari 18:95. 


[3] At-Tabari 18:95. 
I4l At-Tabari 18:99. 


at 
of 
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meaning, he saw the sun as if it were setting in the ocean. 
This is something which everyone who goes to the coast can 
see: it looks as if the sun is setting into the sea but in fact it 
never leaves its path in which it is fixed. Hami’ah is, according 
to one of the two views, derived from the word Hama’ah, 
which means mud. This is like the Ayah: 

<"T am going to create a man (Adam) from dried clay of altered 

Hama‘h (mud)> [15:28], 
which means smooth mud, as we have discussed above. 

U5 idee 55> 
¢And he found near it a people.» meaning a nation. They 
mentioned that they were a great nation from among the sons 
of Adam. 
Ct gd Set NS OSS oi Oy eI 1 cD 
We (Allah) said (by inspiration): ‘‘O Dhul-Qarnayn! Either 
you punish them or treat them with kindness''> 


means, Allah gave him power over them and gave him the 
choice: if he wanted to, he could kill the men and take the 
women and children captive, or if he wanted to, he could set 
them free, with or without a ransom. His justice and faith 
became apparent in the ruling he pronounced: 


4b ox lp 


¢As for him who does wrong,» meaning who persists in his Kufr 
and in associating others in worship with his Lord, 


4255 SF> 
¢we shall punish him,» Qatadah said, i.e., by killing him.!"! 
4158 GE IS 8s hh OF Bp 


gand then he will be brought back unto his Lord, Who will 
punish him with a terrible torment.> 


meaning a severe, far-reaching and painful punishment. This 


(N At-Tabari 18:98. 
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eaesligs rer Se implies a confirmati in 

ore tate mee 4h secre fee, 972% llof the Hereafter and 
Co MD eh i ale. ES oe 
Be BSCE AUG LUE ss} || punishment. 


JBM OBI ANB BG ne 5 qin & th> 
BILAL SAE AIDES os s | 4But as for him who 
4 Lecce atte oe sepeee ss<-s2 || believes>, meaning 
te ALLE SAN SAN, GB (SU Sts who follows us in an 
S OCAe aay (6 Apidae call to worship All 
aS ere Ss CBR rere oh yee trees Alone with no partner 
oF. ead Jota) gp je plsts 525 ehh, or associate,’ 

fet oS * eet ew # a és - - 

GAGs ICUs WONT OIeeN ici oh. BD 


iphone Ot ¢he shall have the best 
ee ais ons {\ SANG S395 Tisai eN reward,» meaning /in 
oo a st ; .. |(the Hereafter, with 
MAGI AIECS ASE IS GGL Allah. 


Ler or oo) an gts £, bag Bog Se 
Sajal pea tets Hs COE 405 bal Se wb Se; 

Seu st ie Ce 
igen SES asit5e were | dand we (Dhul- 
Mag shee $3056 1628 Aer “ici 24 Sj | Qarnayn) shall speak 
& 2 eee unto him mild words > 


Os a si (2. 64 3 aA" soll (2 NT AIM] CS Mujahid said, ‘(words 


of) kindness.) 


BRM ree oo qee eee 


Go of Du JG & AG us ca ae ty & em a alt 
tee 


S 


é 


ae 


ER sty, Gt 55 ae : 
€89. Then he followed (another) way,> 


€90. Until, when he came to the rising place of the sun, he 
found it rising on a people for whom We (Allah) had provided 
no shelter against the sun.> 
491. So (it was)! And We knew all about him (Dhul- 
Qarnayn).> 


") At-Tabari 18:99. 
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His Journey East 


Allah tells us that Dhul-Qarnayn then traveled from the west 
of the earth towards the east. Every time he passed a nation, 
he subjugated the people and called them to Allah. If they 
obeyed him, all well and good, otherwise he would humiliate 
them and take their wealth and possessions. From every 
nation he took what his armies needed to fight the next 
nation. When he reached the place where the sun rises, as 
Allah says, 
405 & As wie; 
¢he found it rising on a peoplepy meaning a nation, 


~ €for whom We (Allah) had provided no shelter against the 
sun.> 


meaning, they had no buildings or trees to cover them and 
shade them from the heat of the sun. 

Qatadah said, “It was mentioned to us that they were in a 
land where nothing grew, so when the sun rose they would go 
into tunnels until it had passed its zenith, then they would 
come out to go about their daily lives and earn themselves a 
living." 

CPR MG CI By 


+ 


€So (it was)! And We knew all about him.» 


Mujahid and As-Suddi said, “This means that Allah knew 
everything about him and his army, and nothing was hidden 
from Him, even though they came from so many different 
nations and lands. For, 


42 KN oY) BN a teh ale Ge YD 
<Truly, nothing is hidden from Allah, in the earth or in the 
heaven .»[3:5)""*! 
WG SEE A YO gs oe OT SE ete AD 


(1 At-Tabari 18:100. 
21 At-Tabari 18:10). 


peer 7 33. 


AK6 GEIS Ae IG HN gd DPE SY oe oneal 135 6 | 


464 
see poh ay 


al 55 gph: Ss fas SG a heb Es Kv Se: rede 


oom’ az 


. Sc ile i waple JO Hct iy Be i S6 Ai Be he 1 
€92. Then he followed (another) way,> 


493. Until, when he reached between two mountains, he found 
before them a people who scarcely understood a word .> 


494. They said: “‘O Dhul-Qarnayn! Verily, Ya'jitj and Ma'jiij 
are doing great mischief in the land. Shall we then pay you a | 
tribute in order that you might erect a barrier between us and | 


them?"’> 
€95. He said: ‘That in which my Lord had established me is 


better. So help me with strength, I will erect between you and 


them a barrier .""> 


€96. ''Give me Zubar of iron;” then, when he had filled up the | 
gap between the two mountain-cliffs, he said: “Blow ;’ then’ 
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when he had made them (red as) fire, he said: “Bring me 


Qitran to pour over them." 


His Journey to the Land of Ya’jaj and Ma’ jij, and 


building the Barrier 
Allah says of Dhul-Qarnayn: 


dante a ai e 


€Then he followed (another) way meaning, he traveled from 


mountains which were next to one another with a valle 
between, from which Ya’jij and Ma’jaj (God and Magog) 
emerge into the land of the Turks and spread mischief th 
destroying crops and people. Ya’jQj and Ma’jaj are among 
progeny of Adam, peace be upon him, as was recorded in 
Two Sahihs; 


east of the earth until he reached a place between the [in 
y 


re, 
he 
he 


(8) Se Sah DS Sykes SS 5 ie dE Sud a Sp 

JO SN Sty hissy tuts HES yds tn be uy hb 

o} JU Gls ps wi 1S as Se 2.85 ded fal wiper 
: - safe. 2 sh olen 4 etre ye ost 2 

reels esl res Weed go GEG yal Sa 
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“Allah said: "O Adam.” Adam said, ‘Here I am at Your 
service."" Allah said, ‘Send forth the group of Hellfire.” Adam 
said, ‘What is the group of Hellfire?" Allah said: “Out of 
every thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine will go to Hell 
and one will go to Paradise."’ At that time young men will turn 
grey and every pregnant female will drop her load. Among you 
are two nations who never come to anything but they 
overwhelm it with their huge numbers. (They are) Ya'jitj and 
Ma’ jij 
495 Sb Sa YU gas we 55> 

¢he found before them a people who scarcely understood a 
word .> 


he could not understand their speech, because they were so 
isolated from other people. 


QC ot SA Jb BAT 3 OE ly GAL ai is ap 

<They said: “‘O Dhul-Qarnayn! Verily, Ya'jiij and Ma’'jiij are 

doing great mischief in the land. Shall we then pay you a 

tribute?’’> 
Ibn Jurayj reported from ‘Ata’ from Ibn ‘Abbas that this meant 
a great reward,! i.e., they wanted to collect money among 
themselves to give to him so that he would create a barrier 
between them and Ya’jaj and Majaj. Dhul-Qarnayn said with 
kindness, righteousness and good intentions, 


CE 55 43 KS OD 
<That in which my Lord had established me is better (than your 
tribute) .> 
meaning, the power and authority that Allah has given me is 
better for me than what you have collected. This is like when 
Sulayman (Solomon), peace be upon him, said: 
4X50 eS ai cyte TG yee 5481p 


€Will you help me in wealth? What Allah has given me is 
better than that which He has given you! [27:36] 


(1 Fath AlLBari 8 :295, Muslim 1 :201. 
[2] At-Tabari 18:112. 
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Similarly, Dhul-Qarnayn said: ‘What I have is better than what 
you want to give me, but help me with strength,’ ie., with 
your labor and construction equipment, 


Chal Shgph 8: os KE Telp 

41 will erect between you and them a barrier. Give me Zubar of 
iron ,> 
Zubar is the plural of Zubrah, which means pieces or chunks 
of something. This was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid and 
Qatadah.!!) These pieces were like bricks or blocks, and it was 


said that each block weighed one Damascene Qintar?! jor 
more. 


EBB & cH 1 Gd 
<then, when he had filled up the gap between the two 
mountain-cliffs, > 


means, he put the blocks on top of one another, starting) at 
the bottom, until he reached the tops of the mountains, filling 
the width and height of the gap. The scholars differed about 
the precise width and height. 


ipl 56> 


¢he said: ‘‘Blow;"> means, he lit a fire until the whole thing was 
burning hot. 


4055 A 7S ait Sep 
¢he said: Bring me Qitran to pour over them." 


Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Ikrimah, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and As- 
Suddi said it was copper. Some of them added that it was 
molten.'*! This is similar to the Ayah: 


€ plait Se A oct, 
And We caused a fount of Qitran to flow for him} [34:12]. 
So it resembled a striped cloak. 


(1 At-Tabari 18:114. . 

(24 Qintar; a unit of weight equivalent to 256.4 kg. (Hans Wehr 
Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic). See the explanation of Sarah 
Al Imran 3:14. ( 

[3] At-Tabari 18:116-117, Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 5 :460. 
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Then Allah said: 


bE ot Sw KS WG WAKE st AT Sp 
Se gk ee ee soneae 5 6 He Ae 


¢97. So they could not scale it or dig through it.> 


€98. He said: ‘This is a mercy from my Lord, but when the 
promise of my Lord comes, He shall Dakka' it down to the 
ground. And the promise of my Lord is ever true.> 


<99. And on that Day, We shall leave some of them to surge 


like waves on one another; and the Trumpet will be blown, and 
We shall collect them (the creatures) all together .> 


The Barrier restrains Them, but It will be breached when 
the Hour draws nigh 

Allah tells us that Yajuj and Ma’jaj could not climb over the 
barrier or penetrate its lower portion. Varying forms of the 


verb are used here in the Arabic text to reflect the difficulty of 
the action referred to. 


408 AYE wy tata ST Cap 
€So they (Ya'jiij and Ma'jitj) could not scale it or dig through 
it.> 
This indicates that they could not penetrate it or dig through 
it. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Zaynab bint Jahsh, the wife of the 


Prophet #% said, “The Prophet # woke from sleep, and he was 
red in the face. He said, 


tts cAb os & dl ol & pal ib a ve 
Ws he 
\La ilaha illallah! Woe to the Arabs from the evil that has 
approached (them). Today a hole has been opened in the barrier 
of Ya'jtij and Ma'jitj like this.» 
and he made a circle with his index finger and thumb. I 


[Zaynab] said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, will we be destroyed even 
though there will be righteous people among us?’ He said: 
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chi 5 uy ch 
«Yes, if evil increases.0”'! This is a Sahih Hadith, both 
Bukhari and Muslim recorded it.!?! 
455 o¢ LS US Sap 
<(Dhul-Qarnayn) said: ‘This is a mercy from my Lord...''> 
meaning, after it was built by Dhul-Qarnayn. 
455 ot TS GS Sp 


¢He said: This is a mercy from my Lord> for the people, when h 


placed a barrier between them and Ya’jaj and Ma’jaj, to stop 


them from spreading evil and corruption on earth. 
455 2c, E gp 

<but when the promise of my Lord comes} means, when the tru 

promise comes 


565 fice > 


€ 


e 


¢He shall Dakka' it down to the ground.> means, will make it flat. 


The Arabs use Dakkad’ to describe a female camel whose back! i 
flat and has no hump. And Allah says: 


Z 
“ 
4-3 see 


kas Hae Yad 5 fd Cp 


S 


¢So when his Lord appeared to the mountain, He made it Dakkan> 


[7:143] meaning, level to the ground. 
4 5 56> 


¢And the promise of my Lord is ever true.> means, it will come| to 


pass without a doubt. 
SMES 


<€We shall leave some of them> meaning mankind, on that day, i 


day when the barrier will be breached and these people (Ya 


and Ma’‘jaj) will come out surging over mankind to destroy their 


wealth and property. 
"1 Ahmad 6:428. 
[2] Fath Al-Bari 6 :440, Muslim 4 :2208. 
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<We shall leave some of them to surge like waves on one 

another ;> 
As-Suddi said: “That is when they emerge upon the people.”'! 
All of this will happen before the Day of Resurrection and after 
the Dajjal, as we will explain when discussing the Aydt: 

5GHt Sih WSL ye Jee of 0 Gls cAl 28 > 

si 

<Until, when Ya'jitj and Ma'jij are let loose, and they swoop 
down from every Hadab. And the true promise shall draw 
near...» [21:96-97] 


yal 3 Gd 
dand As-Siir will be blown. »As-Sdr, as explained in the Hadith, 
is a horn that is blown into. The one who will blow into it is 
(the angel) Israfil, peace be upon him, as has been explained in 
the Hadith quoted at length above, and there are many Hadiths 
on this topic.” According to a Hadith narrated from ‘Atiyah 
from Ibn ‘Abbas! and Abu Sa‘d, and attributed to the Prophet 
38, 
(BY Bo Ciel EE fs 5 Sp AN opal Cele; pal Gate 
‘How can I relax when the one with the Horn has put the 
Horn in his mouth and has knelt down, listening out for the 


command to be given to him?» They said, “What should we 
say?” He said: 


SS at le ssh (ss Sn ns oly 


‘Say: “Allah is Sufficient for us and the best Disposer of 
affairs, in Allah have we put our trust."'s'4| 


46% dp 


dand We shall collect them (the creatures) all together.» means, ‘We 
shall bring them all together for Reckoning.’ 


(1 Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 4 :454. 
7) Tyhfat Al-Ahwadhi9:116. 
3) At-Tabari 18:122. 

4) Tuhfat ALAhwadhi 7 :117. 
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€100. And on that Day We shall 


WoATG EN Sy bb 
Cie pt 0 che J Sere 
¢Say : ‘(Yes) verily, those 
of old, and those of later 
times. All will surely be 
gathered together for ap- 


pointed meeting of n 


known Day.> [56:49-50} 


¢and we shall gather 
them all together so as fo 
leave not one of them 
behind .> [18:47] 


a el Sh adi ee 
H Syl od we wate Uae 

400 GS Me Oe 
present Hell to the 


disbelievers, plain to view .> 
€101. (To) those whose eyes had been under a covering from | 
My Reminder, and they could not bear to hear (it).> 

€102. Do then those who disbelieved think that they can take 


My servants as Awliya’ [protectors] besides Me? Verily, We 
have prepared Hell as an entertainment for the disbelievers .> 


Hell will be displayed before the Disbelievers on the Day 
of Resurrection 


Allah tells us what He will do to the disbelievers on the Day, of 
Resurrection. He will show Hell to them, meaning He will bring 
it forth for them to see its punishment and torment before 
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they enter it. This will intensify their distress and grief. In 
Sahih Muslim it is recorded that Ibn Mas‘td said, “The 
Messenger of Allah x said, 
wats ill § at Us JS Ge optey Call Saat, sae 652 Su ae yp 
‘Hell will be brought forth on ‘the Day of Resurrection, pulled 


by means of seventy thousand reins, each of which will be held 
by seventy thousand angels.s!"! 


Then Allah says of them: 
455 2 I 3 el EK yll> 
4(To) those whose eyes had been under a covering from My 

Reminder,> 
meaning, they neglected it, turning a blind eye and a deaf ear 
to it, refusing to accept guidance and follow the truth. As 
Allah says: 

RES ABE DE ON Be Be 
<And salunsaeaes turns away blindly from the remembrance of 


the Most Gracious, We appoint for him a Shaytan to be a 
companion for him .> [43:36] 


And here Allah says: 
Gz GAMES GD 
qand they could not bear to hear (it).» meaning, they did not 
understand the commands and prohibitions of Allah. Then He 
says: 
4h reyh we Gole iy, 3 iis fat < cues 
€Do then those who disbelieved think that they can take My 
servants as Awliya’ [protectors] besides Me?> 


meaning, do they think that this is right for them ane: that it 
is going to benefit them? 


Cisilhs fe BIS pest, BY SED 
<Nay, but they will deny their worship of them, and become 
opponents to them} [19:82]. 


(1 Muslim 4 :2184. 
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Allah says that He has prepared Hell as their abode on the 
Day of Resurrection. 


ipod pel Goce Ay Ct dl 3 pee JG Sat eS GON, Sa a ip 
Ci Gels oie IEG EG ee BEE aS SG; 

4103. Say: “Shall We tell you the greatest losers in respect of 

(their) deeds?’ 

€104. “Those whose efforts have been wasted in this life while 

they thought that they were acquiring good by their deeds."> 


€105. "They are those who deny the Ayat of their Lord and the 
meeting with Him. So their works are in vain, and on the Day 
of Resurrection, We shall assign no weight for them." 


4106. ‘That shall be their recompense, Hell; because they | 
disbelieved and took My Ayat and My Messengers for jest.'’> 


The Greatest Losers in respect of (Their) Deeds 


Al-Bukhari recorded from ‘Amr that Mus‘ab who said: “I asked 
my father - meaning Sa‘d bin Abi Waqqas - about Allah's 
saying, 


CSA GS KE Js BD 
i 


Say: “Shall We tell you-the greatest losers in respect of (their) 
deeds?"'> 


‘Are they the Harariyyah?’ He said, ‘No, they are the Jews and 
Christians. As for the Jews, they disbelieved in Muhammad Ry, 
and as for the Christians, they disbelieved in Paradise and 
said that there is no food or drink there, and the Hartriyyah 
are those who break Allah’s covenant after ratifying it.’ Sa‘d 4 
used to call them AlFasigin (the corrupt).!"! ‘Ali bin Abi 
Talib,'?} Ad-Dahhak and others said: “They are the 
Haruriyyah,” so this means, that according to ‘Ali, may Allah 
be pleased with him, this Ayah includes the Hartriyyah just 
as it includes the Jews, the Christians and others. This doés 
not mean that the Ayah was revealed concerning any of ma 


''l Fath AL-Bari 8 :278. 
21 at-Tabari 18:128. 
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groups in particular; it is more general than that, because the 
Ayah was revealed in Makkah, before the Qur’én addressed 
the Jews and Christians, and before the Khawarij existed at 
all. So the Ayah is general and refers to everyone who 
worships Allah in a way that is not acceptable, thinking that 
he is right in doing that and that his deeds will be accepted, 
but he is mistaken and his deeds will be rejected, as Allah 
says: 

Cie oi iS nb he kt ae 

€Some faces, that Day will be humiliated. Laboring, weary. 
They will enter in the hot blazing Fire.} [88:2-4] 


renee 


4And We shall turn to whatever deeds they did, and We shall 
make such deeds as scattered floating particles of dust.» [25:23] 


meee, 


6h sg Sie EE Ce a I i tp 


¢As for those who disbelieved, their deeds are like a mirage in a 
desert. The thirsty one thinks it to be water, until he comes up 
to it, he finds it to be nothing [24:39] 


And in this Ayah Allah says: 
Say: “Shall We tell you..."> meaning, Shall We inform 
you;’ 
SA ap 
the greatest losers in respect of (their) deeds? 
Then Allah explains who they are, and says: 
40M adi gw a AD 
4Those whose efforts have been wasted in this lifey 


meaning, they did deeds that do not count, deeds that are not 
in accordance with the prescribed way that is acceptable to Allah. 


Go fot pe Od Bb 
{while they thought that they were acquiring good by their 
deeds.» 
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means, they thought that there was some basis for their sia 
and that they were accepted and loved. 


45 F oe YT Gell AMID 
¢They are those who deny the Aydat of their Lord and the 
meeting with Him .> 


they denied the signs of Allah in this world, the proofs that H 
has established of His Oneness and of the truth of Hi 
Messengers, and they denied the Hereafter. 
eis sail 65 oh ab SED 

and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall assign no weight for 

them .> 
means, ‘We will not make their Balance heavy because it is 
empty of any goodness.’ Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah 3 said: 

O65 - Host CUE a Be og Y utah py Seen sh Joon ol Sp 

iis acta 75 ob ca SER ste Sy yest - 
‘A huge fat man will come forward on the Day of Resurrection 


and he will weigh no more than the wing of a gnat to Allah. 
Recite, if you wish : 


and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall assign no weight for 
them> | 


It was also recorded by Muslim.!! 
«That shall be their recompense, Hell; because they disbelieved> 


means, ‘We will punish them with that because of their 
disbelief and because they took the signs and Messengers 
Allah as a joke, mocking them and disbelieving them in the 
worst way.’ 


- 


We YG ot al 2 eset Le i Get > 
Cone | 
€107. “Verily, those who believe and do righteous deeds, shall | 


"I Fath ALBari 8:279, Muslim 4:2147. 
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have the Gardens of Al-Firdaws for their entertainment ."> 


4108. ‘Wherein they shall dwell (forever). No desire will they 
have for removal therefrom ."’> 


The Reward of the Righteous Believers 


Allah tells us about His blessed servants, those who believed 
in Allah and His Messengers and accepted as truth what the 
Messengers brought. He tells us that they will have the 
Gardens of Al-Firdaws (Paradise). Abu Umamah said, “Al- 
Firdaws is the center of Paradise.”"! Qatadah said, “Al- 
Firdaws is a hill in Paradise, at its center, the best of it.”2! 
This was also narrated from Samurah and attributed to the 
Prophet 3, 


etgatly Ghogl Soh igs Lisiain 
tAl-Firdaws is a hill in Paradise, at its center, the best of it.» 


A similar report was narrated from Qatadah from Anas bin 
Malik, and attributed to the Prophet #%. All of the preceding 
reports were narrated by Ibn Jarir, may Allah have mercy on 
him.'5) The following is in the Sahih, 


uy dah boshy deh El Gb pjsyd JG ai a Lp 
af you ask Allah for Paradise, then ask Him for Al-Firdaws, 


for it is the highest part of Paradise, in ue middle of Paradise, 
and from it spring the rivers of Paradise.»'* 


4i> 
¢entertainment> means offered to them as hospitality. 
is Gad 


«Wherein they shall dwell (forever).> means, they will stay there 
and never leave. 


0) At-Tabari 18 :130. 
[2] At-Tabari 18-:130. 
IS) At-Tabari 18:134. 
41 Fath AL-Bari 13:415. 
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the Ge ED 
€No desire will they have for removal therefrom .> 


means, they will never choose or want anything else. This 


Ayah tells us how much they love and desire it, even thou 


one might imagine that a person who is to stay in one place 
forever would get tired and bored of it. But Allah tells us that 


despite this eternal stay, they will never choose to change 
move from where they are. 


in Ge HL IG A A Oa A Oe FS Sp 
q0aG 
4109. Say: “If the sea were ink for the Words of my Lord, 


surely, the sea would be exhausted before the Words of my Lord 
would be finished, even if We brought like it for its aid."'> 


The Words of the Lord can never be finished 


r 


Allah says: ‘Say, O Muhammad, if the water of the sea were 


ink for a pen to write down the words, wisdom and signs 


Allah, the sea would run dry before it all could be written 


down. 


asin Ey > 


eee 


¢even if We brought like it) means, another sea, then another, 


and so on, additional seas to be used for writing. The Words 
Allah would still never run out. As Allah says: 


S38 6 7A ee aah & FS a 2h et AT og Cp 


qO2S be al Sf 2k 


€And if all the trees on the earth were pens and the sea (were 
ink), with seven seas behind it to increase it, yet the Words of 
Allah would not be exhausted. Verily, Allah is All-Mighty, 
All-Wise.> [31:27] 


of 


of 


Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas said, “The parable of the knowledge of all] of 
mankind, in comparison to the knowledge of Allah, is that of a 


drop of water in comparison to all of the oceans.” All 
revealed that: 


45 2S BIG ANS SH 64 AN oe F By 
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<Say: “If the sea were ink for the Words of my Lord, surely, 
the sea would be exhausted before the Words of my Lord would 
be finished, > 


Allah says that even if those oceans were ink for the Words of 
Allah, and all the trees were pens, the pens would be broken 
and the water of the sea would run dry, and the Words of 
Allah would remain, for nothing can outlast them. For no one 
can comprehend the greatness of Allah or praise Him as He 
deserves to be praised, except the One Who praises Himself. 
Our Lord is as He says He is and He is beyond what we can 
say. The blessings of this world, the beginning and end of it, 
in comparison to the blessings of the Hereafter, are like a 
mustard seed compared to the entire world. 


ro tree et ye OF Bie pe Beye meee Pane a Oe Sree 
Se Sadi Ts i ot 5 “SU ey ME > 
(OU UG oy, IBY ee 


4110. Say: “I am only a man like you. It has been revealed to 
me that your God is One God. So whoever hopes for the 
meeting with his Lord, let him work righteousness and associate 
none as a partner in the worship of his Lord."> 


Muhammad 2 is a Human Being and a Messenger, and 
the God is One 


Allah says to His Messenger Muhammad 3s, 
i> 
¢Say} to these idolators who reject your message to them, 
<‘I.am only a man like you.» Whoever claims that I am lying, let 
him bring something like this that I have brought. For I did not 
know the Unseen, the matters of the past which you asked me 
about and I told you about, the story of the people of the Cave 


and of Dhul-Qarnayn, stories which are true — I did not know 
any of this except for what Allah made known to me. And | tell 


you, 
4545 Tip 
<that your God>, Who calls you to worship Him, 
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¢is One God>, with no partner or associate.’ 
4.05 ds io > 


<So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord,> i.e., hopes for 
good reward and recompense, 


<let him work righteousness» meaning, in accordance with the 


prescribed laws of Allah, 
0 5 ty, JE ED 


¢and associate none as a partner in the worship of his Lord.> 


This is what is meant by seeking the pleasure of Allah alone 
with no associate or partner. These are the two basic features 
of acceptable deeds: their intent is for the sake of Allah alone, 


and are done in accordance with the way of the Messenger 
Allah 2. ae 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Mahmud bin Labid said that ne 


Messenger of Allah 3 said: 
CAN dyin Ste GET G5 Sp 


‘What I fear the most for you is the small Shirk.» 


“They said: What is the small Shirk, O Messenger of Allah?” 


He said, 


pe Sed Si 1 tas regsh On ois ty cual ape it SB ee | 
$ - 2 ? | 


SEIS (Ade Sydnd JS LRG Ca 3 Ott) 
«Showing off (Ar-Riya’). Allah will say on the Day of 
Resurrection, when the people are rewarded or punished for 


their deeds, ‘‘Go to the one for whom you were showing off in 
the world and see if you will find any reward with him.”'»!"| 


i 


pf 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Said bin Abi Fadalah Al- 


Ansari, who was one of the Companions, said: “I heard ig 


Messenger of Allah #& say, 


(11 Ahmad 5:428. 
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sow 


SW tf 3 gst ob 5 Y 33 Bal 65 oe My 35501 Gl Ge Bp 
pe tas he oe 3 4,31 
Tied | ga 
‘Allah will gather the first and the last on the Day of 
Resurrection, the Day concerning which there is no doubt. A 
voice will call out, “Whoever used to associate anyone with 
Allah in the deeds which he did, let him seek his reward from 
someone other than Allah, for Allah is the least in need of any 
partner or associate .v!" 
It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah.!! 
This is the end of the Tafsir of Strat Al-Kahf. Praise be to 
Allah, the Lord of all that exists. 


(1) Ahmad 4:215. 
(2) Tunfat ALAhwadhi 8 :599, Ibn Majah 2:1406. 
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The Tafsir of Sirah Maryam 
(Chapter - 19) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 


Muhammad bin Ishaq recorded a Hadith of Umm Salamah!}! 
in his Sirah, and Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded from Ibn 
Mas‘ad, the story of the Hijrah (migration) to Ethiopia asi 
Makkah. The narration mentions that Ja‘far bin Abi Talib 
recited the first part of this Surah to An-Najashi and his 
companions. 


a _ st st Wy 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 


4er 460 oad ‘yee + 


JO ira ay 6 si Se ee a oS eed 
3 


Fee TS OR oe eel FE Tet tee gaye eee a ee 
No Ek Sy he, Geol ly Ee OI LEE Se ST 38 Gt 5 
Bee Bo aye 43% any Otten tay ae Pond ayers ae 
Sp BGs Bel» dO We SIFT ote) oly Gil Le 


bs Bah BAG nb 
€1. Kaf Ha Ya ‘Ain Sad.> 
42. A reminder of the mercy of your Lord to His servant! 
Zakariyya .> 
€3. When he called his Lord [with] a call in secret .> 


44. He said: ‘My Lord! Indeed my bones have grown feeble, 
and gray hair has Ashta‘al on my head, and I have never been 
unblessed in my invocation to You, O my Lord!''> 

€5. “And verily, I fear Mawiéli after me, and my wife is 
barren. So give me from Yourself an heir.''> 


€6. ‘Who shall inherit me, and inherit (also) the posterity of 
Ya‘qiib. And make him, my Lord, one with whom You are, 
well-pleased!"'> 


(1) Ibn Hisham 1 :357. 
[2] Ahmad 1:201,461. 
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The Story of Zakariyya and His Supplication for a Son 


The discussion about the separate letters has already preceded 
at the beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah. Concerning Allah’s 
statement, 


405 cs Ss> 
¢A reminder of the mercy of your Lord» 
This means that this is a reminder of Allah’s mercy upon His 
servant Zakariyya."'] Yahya bin Ya‘mar recited it, 
(U,85 edhe ty5 55 585) 
“He has reminded of your Lord’s mercy to His servant 
Zakariyya.” 

The word Zakariyya in the Ayah has been recited with 
elongation and also shortened. Both recitations are well- 
known. He was a great Prophet from the Prophets of the 
Children of Israel. In Sahih Al-Bukhari, it is recorded (that the 
Prophet #3 said about Zakariyya] that He was a carpenter who 
used to eat from what he earned with his own hand through 
carpentry.|?! 

Concerning Allah’s statement, 

Cores ty 5 sal yp 
4When he called his Lord [with] a call in secret .> 


He only made his supplication secretly because it is more 
beloved to Allah. This is similar to what Qatadah said 
concerning this Ayah, 


ead ty 25 sit yp 
<When he called out his Lord [with] a call in secret .> 


“Verily, Allah knows the pious heart and he hears the hidden 
voice.”!3! 


je pl 555 Sy 5 SBD 


<He said: ““My Lord! Indeed my bones have grown feeble...’ 


() Al-Ourtubi 11:75. 
2] Muslim 4:1847. We were unable to locate it with Al-Bukhari. 
[3] At-Tabari 18:142. 


bo 
NI 
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meaning, “I have become weak and feeble in strength.” 
4L Spi JAGD 
¢and gray hair has Ashta‘al on my head,> 


means the gray hair has burned into the black hair. The 

intent is to inform of weakness and old age, and its external 

and internal traces. 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


fe eerie + 5 

40a) Ae, Seal 35> 
¢and I have never been unblessed in my invocation to You, O 
my Lord!> 


This means, “I have not experienced from You except that You 
would respond to my supplication and that You would =v 


refuse me in whatever I ask of You.” 
Concerning His statement, 


€asehes os Byali Lis 55d 
€And verily, | fear Mawili after me,> 


Mujahid, Qatadah and As-Suddi, all said, “In saying the word 
Mawali, he (Zakariyya) meant his succeeding relatives.”!! 

The reason for his fear was that he was afraid that ay 
generation that would succeed him would be a wicked 
generation. Thus, he asked Allah for a son who would bela 
Prophet after him, who would guide them with his 
prophethood and that which was revealed to him. 

In response to this I would like to point out that he was not 
afraid of them inheriting his wealth. For a Prophet is too great 
in status, and too lofty in esteem to become remorseful over 
his wealth in this fashion. A Prophet would not disdain to 
leave his wealth to his successive relatives, and thus ask to 
have a son who would receive his inheritance instead of them. 
This is one angle of argument. 

The second argument is that Allah did not mention that he 
(Zakariyya) was wealthy. On the contrary, he was a carpenter 
who ate from the earnings of his own hand. This type jof 
person usually does not have a mass of wealth. amassing 


Ul At-Tabari 18:144. 
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wealth is not something normal for Prophets, for verily, they 
are the most abstentious in matters of this worldly life. 

The third argument is that it is confirmed in the Two Sahihs, 
in more than one narration, that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 

Gis 36 5G 5g Vo 
tWe (the Prophets) do not leave behind inheritance (of wealth). 
Whatever we leave behind, then it is charity.»!"! 
In a narration recorded by At-Tirmidhi with an authentic 
chain of narrations, he said, 
VEN 
tWe, Prophets do not leave behind inheritance (of wealth) .»'! 
Therefore, the meaning in these Hadiths restricts the meaning 
of Zakariyya’s statement, 
4H BH» 5 > 
€So give me from yourself an heir. Who shall inherit me,> 
inheritance of prophethood. For this reason Allah said, 


asks Sib ESP 
«and inherit (also) the posterity of Ya'qiib.> 
This is similar to Allah’s statement, 


4556 Lk B35 
¢And Sulayman inherited from Dawud .>[27:16] 


This means that he inherited prophethood from him. If this 
had meant wealth, he would not have been singled with it 
among his other brothers. There also would have been no 
important benefit in mentioning it if it was referring to wealth. 
It is already well-known and established in all of the previous 
laws and divinely revealed creeds, that the son inherits the 
wealth of his father. Therefore, if this was not referring to a 
specific type of inheritance, then Allah would not have 
mentioned it. All of this is supported and affirmed by what is 


(0) Fath Al-Bari 6 :227, Muslim 3:1383. 
21 Tuhfat ALAhwadhi 5 :234. 
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in the authentic Hadith: 
Sis 36 SFU b5 3 ¥ tl jeu 


«We Prophets do not leave behind any inheritance (of wealth). 
Whatever we leave behind, then it is charity .»!"! 


Mujahid said concerning his statement, 
Whe pe ew ge Be 
€OBS SM de Ses By 


Who shall inherit me, and inherit (also) the posterity of 
Ya'giib.> [19:6] 


“His inheritance was knowledge, and Zakariyya was one of the 


descendants of Ya‘qub.’!" Hushaym said, “Isma’l bin 
Khalid informed us that Abu Salih commented about 
Ayah: 
45585 MHS BD 

who shall inherit me, and inherit (also) the posterity of 

Ya'qiib.> 
“He would be a Prophet like his forefathers were Prophets.”!° 
Allah’s statement, 


dha) Go aiceh> 
¢and make him, my Lord, one with whom You are well- 
pleased!> 


bi 
e 


means “Make him pleasing to You (Allah) and your creation. 


Love him and make him beloved to your creatures, in both 
religion and his character.” 


<7. (Allah said :) ‘‘O Zakariyya! Verily, We give you the goo 
news of a son, whose name will be Yahya. We have given tha 
name to none before (him)."> 


('l Tynfat ALAhwadhi 5 :234. 
(2) At-Tabari 18:146. 
3) At-Tabari 18:146. 


is 
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ti _\~ The acceptance of 
lens His Supplication 


This statement implies 
what is not mentioned, 


OCS. aries oe. $516) 303 GaagS= [that his supplication 


eiteeains 2 ye. #¢- oye, |] Was answered. It was 
poss dioodt Odds, 432 Sab 31 said to him, 


OL) ° a aa A ek 2 ye we 

Cha, es fe-ts5 aa ie | Mee i ES & bes 
emis Lod htke wots 454 fi 
LEO DS CBEST I ecanan said) “0 


ig Zz Bere are fs Seg Zakariyya! Verily, We 
ve 2 es a ee oan es give you the glad tidings 
Em, Tse. Ree ened ver Ati ih SH eshy of a son, whose name 


iets 3 EI K5G05 56 O! will be Yahya..."> 
3 Similarly Allah, the 
NSS IG GD hse KN ED GI05E | exalted, said: 


“re hog deer efor or 


“eae; 442 S800 Se Lr ee ”. 
4635 Me, Da 3 Bade 25 SG 5 WSS Gees 5 Suck 


“ 
¢ 


esse sO es 
<4 AOGppisicsk i < BAS wala fe ly 
pets Pete pad, | s i a Ka 


ER est GCS Uys 
€Aft that time Zakariyya invoked his Lord, saying: ““O my 
Lord! Grant me from You, a good offspring. You are indeed the 
All-Hearer of invocation ."” Then the ogee called him, while he 
was standing in prayer in the Mihrab,"! (saying): “Allah 
gives you glad tidings of Yahya, confirming (believing in) the 
word from Allah, noble, keeping away from sexual relations 
with women, a Prophet, from among the righteous ."">[3:38-39] 


Allah said, 


Ma private place of worship. 
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46s 3S oe Bee o> 


We have given that name to none before (him).> 


Qatadah, Ibn Jurayj and Ibn Zayd said, “This means that no 


one had this name before him.” ! Ibn Jarir preferred ie 


interpretation, may Allah have mercy upon him. 
Asal & 2 ge obi es OSS SIS) Sip 
4G Gn Bh BREAD TH HBS Wve 
4.063 

48. He said: ‘My Lord! How can I have a son, when my wife 

is barren, and I have reached the extreme old age." > 


49. He said: “Thus your Lord says: ‘It is easy for Me. 
Certainly I have created you before, when you had been 
nothing!" "">[19:8-9] 


His amazement after the acceptance of His Supplication 


ZakariyyA was amazed when his supplication was answered 
and he was given the good news of a son. He became 


extremely overjoyed and asked how this child would be born 


to 


him, and in what manner he would come. This was 
particularly amazing because his wife was an old woman who 
was barren and had not given birth to any children in her 


entire life. Even Zakariyya himself had become old 


d 


advanced in years, his bones had become feeble and thin, and 


he had no potent semen or vigor for sexual intercourse. 
The Answer of the Angel 
{dup 
¢He said :> 


That is, the angel, in his response to Zakariyya and his was 


amazement. 
4i5s fe ES 5G SS > 


<Thus says your Lord: 'It is easy for Me...’ "> 


( At-Tabari 18:148. 
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Meaning the birth of the son will be from you and from this 
wife of yours and not from any other (woman). 


Gs 

deasy> 
Meaning, it is simple and easy for Allah to do. Then he (the 
angel) mentioned to him that which is more amazing than 
what he was asking about. The angel said that the Lord said, 


46:5 BE SS 35 op DUE 5p 
<Certainly I have created you before, when you had been 
nothing!> 


This is similar to Allah’s statement, 
C1 USE ES 6 AMG Ae ol & ID 


¢Has there not been over man a period of time, when he was 
not a thing worth mentioning?> [76:1] 


$ 
ef, 


@ be JI At ai Ke a tte Mi dct 


= ” 


SCA 
on 
‘ew 


it 


4s 8 tase oi ah IE Chal & ad 
€10. He [Zakariyya] said: ‘‘My Lord! Appoint for me a sign.” 


He said: ‘Your sign is that you shall not speak unto mankind 
for three nights, though having no bodily defect.''> 


€11. Then he came out to his people from the Mihrab and he 
indicated to them by signs to glorify [Allah] in the morning and 
in the afternoon .> 


The Sign of the Pregnancy 
Allah, the Exalted, informed about Zakariyya that he said, 
thoi J Saal 5 SG 
¢He (Zakariyya) said: ‘My Lord! Appoint for me a sign."'> 


“Give me a sign and a proof of the existence of that which You 
have promised me, so that my soul will be at rest and my heart 
will be at ease with Your promise.” Similarly Ibrahim said, 


Mere oe, 


455 56d SG HSB SG ac A EE ah 35> 
{My Lord! Show me how You give life to the dead. He (Allah) 
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said: ‘Do you not believe?" He said: ‘Yes (I believe), but to 
put my heart at ease.'’}[2:260] 


Then Allah says, 
r RASUAMINI TS 5 
¢He said: “Your sign is...""> meaning, “Your sign will be...” 


4 


4 “ ays yf owe x4 
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<that you shall not speak unto mankind for three nights, | 


though having no bodily defect .> 


Meaning, ‘your tongue will be prevented from speaking 
three nights while you are healthy and fit, without a 


Qo 


r 
y 


sickness or illness.’ Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Tkrimah, Wahb, As- 


Suddi, Qatadah and others said, “His tongue was arres 


without any sickness or illness.”"! ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd 


d 


bin Aslam said, “He used to recite and glorify Allah, but he 
was not able to speak to his people except by gestures.) Al- 


‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, 
G5 ju Ep 
three nights, though having no bodily defect .> 
“The nights were consecutive.” However, the first statem 


nt 


that is reported from him and the majority is more correct. 
This Ayah is similar to what Allah, the Exalted, said in Surah 


Al ‘Imran, 
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¢He said: “‘O my Lord! Make a sign for me." (Allah) said 
“Your sign is that you shall not speak to mankind for thre 
days except with signals. And remember your Lord much, ie 
glorify (Him) in the afternoon and in the morning .>[3:41] 


This is a proof that he did not speak to his people for these 


three nights and their days as well. 
465 Ip 

( at-Tabari 18:152. 

21 at-Tabari 18:152. 
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<except with signals.> 
Meaning, with bodily gestures, this is why Allah says in this 
noble Ayah, 

Chall i: id & Gd 

€Then he came out to his people from the Mihrabp 
referring to the place where he was given the good news of the 
child. 
ec Hp 
¢he indicated to them by signs> 
Meaning he made a gesture to them that was subtle and swift. 
Ess 1S Ne lp 
¢to glorify [Allah] in the morning and in the afternoon .> 


That they should be agreeable to what he was commanded to 
do during these three days, to increase in his deeds and 
gratitude to Allah for what He had given him. Mujahid said, 


<7, Hy 
he indicated to them by signs> 
“He made a gesture.”!"] Wahb and Qatadah said the same.!?! 
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€12. (It was said to his son): “O Yahya! Hold fast to the 
Scripture.”" And We gave him wisdom while yet a child.> 

€13. And Hananan from Us, and Zakatan, and he was pious,> 
€14. And dutiful to his parents, and he was not arrogant or 
disobedient .> 

€15. And Saldm (peace) be on him the day he was born, and 
the day he dies, and the day he will be raised up to life 
(again)!> 


Ul At-Tabari 18:153. 
(21 At-Tabari 18:154. 
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The Birth of the Boy and His Characteristics 


This also implies what is not mentioned, that this promised 
boy was born and he was Yahya. There is also the implication 
that Allah taught him the Book, the Tawrah which they used 


to study among themselves. The Prophets who were sent 


to 


the Jews used to rule according to the Tawrah, as did the 


scholars and rabbis among them. He was still young in age 


when Allah gave him this knowledge. This is the reason that 


Allah mentioned it. Because of how Allah favored him and 
parents, He says, 


“te oe 


<5 Sali 2 Sp 
¢O Yahya! Hold fast to the Scripture [the Tawrah] .> 


Means, “Learn the Book with strength.” In other words, le 
it well, with zeal and studious effort. 


eyte pretee 


445 Shi a5 


¢And We gave him wisdom while yet a child.> 


his 


This means he was given understanding, knowledge, fortitude, 
diligence and zeal for good and the pursuit of good. He was 


blessed with these characteristics even though he was young. 


Allah said, 


465 5 OS5> 
¢And (made him) Hananan from Us,> [19:13] 
Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, 
€i4 y OS5> 
¢And Hananan from Us,> 


“This means mercy from Us." Tkrimah, Qatadah and |Ad- 


Dahhak all said the same. Ad-Dahhak added, “Mercy that 


no 


one would be able to give except Us.” Qatadah added, “With it, 


Allah had mercy upon Zakariyya.”?! Mujahid said, 


(0) At-Tabari 18:156. 
21 At-Tabari 18:156. 
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44 3 65 
¢And Hananan from Us,> 


“This was gentleness from His Lord upon him.” The apparent 
meaning is that Allah’s statement Handnan (affection, 
compassion) is directly related to His statement, 


die St EEG) 
dand We gave him wisdom while yet a child.> 


meaning, “We gave him wisdom, compassion and purity.” This 
means that he was a compassionate man, who was righteous. 
Hanan means the love for affection and tenderness (towards 
others). 

Concerning Allah’s statement, 


€S5> 
¢and Zakatan,> 
This is related to His statement, 
4653) 
¢And Hananan> 


The word Zakdh means purity from filth, wickedness and sins. 
Qatadah said, “The word Zakadh means the righteous deed.”*! 
Ad-Dahhak and Ibn Jurayj both said, “The righteous deed is 
the pure (Zakah) deed.”! Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas 
said, 
4555) 
and Zakatan,> 

“This means that he was a blessing.” 

45 > 

¢and he was pious.> {19:13} 


" At-Tabari 18:156. 
(21 At-Tabari 18:159. 
IS] At-Tabari 18:159. 
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meaning that he was pure and had no inclination to do sins.!") 
Allah said; 

dks HE SGD ody Hod 
4And dutiful to his parents, and he was not arrogant or disobedient).> 
After Allah mentioned Yahya’s obedience to his Lord and that 
Allah created him full of mercy, purity and piety, He attached 
to it his obedience to his parents and his good treatment) of 
them. Allah mentioned that he refrained from disobeying them 


in speech, actions, commands and prohibitions. Due to this 
Allah says, 


dhs HE KS Shp 
¢and he was not arrogant or disobedient .> 


Then, after mentioning these beautiful characteristics, Allah 
mentions his Saat for ee 


¢And Salam ee be on hth the ach he was born, and is 
day he dies, and the day he will be raised up to life (again)!> 


This means that he had security and safety in these three 
circumstances. Sufyan bin ‘Uyaynah said, “The loneliest that a 
man will ever feel is in three situations. The first siualioy ae 
on the day that he is born, when he sees himself coming 

of what he was in. The second situation is on the day tha te 
dies, when he sees people that he will not see anymore. 

third situation is on the day when he is resurrected, whe 

sees himself in the great gathering. Allah has exclusi fel 
honored Yahya, the son of Zakariyya, by granting him al in 
these situations. Allah says, 


49 S08 65 Sot OS WD pe ote > 
¢And Salim (peace) be on him the day he was born, and the 
day he dies, and the day he will be raised up to life (again)!> 


This narration was reported by Ibn Jarir, from Ahmad | bin 
Mansur Al-Marwazi, from Sadaqah bin Al-Fadl, from Sufyan 
bin ‘Uyaynah. 


1) At-Tabari 18:159, Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 5 :486. 
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416. And mention in 
the Book, Maryam, 
when she withdrew in 
seclusion from her family 
to place facing east.> 


417. She placed a screen before them; then We sent to her Our 
Ruh, and he appeared before her in the form of a man in all 
respects .> 

€18. She said: ‘'Verily, I seek refuge with the Most Gracious 
(Allah) from you, if you do fear Allah."> 

€19. (The angel) said: ‘I am only a messenger from your Lord, 
(to announce) to you the gift of a righteous son.'"> 

€20. She said: ‘How can I have a son when no man has 
touched me, nor am I Baghiyya?"> 

€21. He said: Thus says your Lord: ‘That is easy for Me 
(Allah). And (We wish) to appoint him as a sign to mankind 


and a mercy from Us (Allah), and it is a matter (already) 
decreed (by Allah).’ ''> 
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The Story of Maryam and Al-Masih (‘Isa) 


After Allah, the Exalted, mentioned the story of Zakariyya, d 
that He blessed him with a righteous, purified and blessed 
child even in his old age while his wife was barren, He then 
mentions the story of Maryam. Allah informs of His granting 
her a child named ‘sa without a father being involved (in her 
pregnancy). Between these two stories there is an appropri ite 
and similar relationship. Due to their closeness in meaning, 
Allah mentioned them here together, as well as in Surahs Al 
Imran and Al-Anbiyd’. Allah has mentioned these stories |to 
show His servants His ability, the might of His authority and 
that He has power over all things. 
Allah says, 


4 ASI 4 Sip 
¢And mention in the Book, Maryam,> 


She was Maryam bint ‘Imran from the family lineage) of 
Dawud. She was from a good and wholesome family of the 
Children of Israel. Allah mentioned the story of her mother’s 
pregnancy with her in Sirah Al ‘Imran, and that she 
(Maryam’s mother) dedicated her freely for the service of Allah. 
This meant that she dedicated the child (Maryam) to the 
service of the Masjid of the Sacred House (in Jerusalem). 
Thus, they (Zakariyya, Maryam’s mother and Maryam) were 
similar in that aspect. 


40 BG WMS oe ith Gs WOLD 
So her Lord (Allah) accepted her with goodly acceptance. H 
made her grow in a good manner .>[3:37] 


Thus, Maryam was raised among the Children of Israel in| an 
honorable way. She was one of the female worshippers, bie 
known for her remarkable acts of worship, devotion and 
perseverance. She lived under the care of her brother-in-law, 
Zakariyya, who was a Prophet of the Children of Israel at that 
time. He was a great man among them, whom they would 
refer to in their religious matters. Zakariyya saw astonishing 
miracles occur from her that amazed him. 
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<Every time Zakaiyya entered the Mihrab to (visit) her, he 
found her supplied with sustenance. He said: "O Maryam! 
From where have you got this?" She said, ‘This is from Allah.” 
Verily, Allah provides to whom He wills, without limit.> [3:37] 


It has been mentioned that he would find her with winter fruit 
during the summer and summer fruit during the winter. This 
has already been explained in Surah Al ‘Imran. Then, when 
Allah wanted to grant her His servant and Messenger, ‘isd, one 
of the five Great Messengers. 


(G5 Gl 5 ca 
she withdrew in seclusion from her family to place facing 
east.» [19:16] 


This means that she withdrew from them and secluded herself 
from them. She went to the eastern side of the Sacred Masjid 
(in Jerusalem). It is reported from Ibn ‘Abbas that he said, 
“Verily, I am the most knowledgeable of Allah’s creation of why 
the Christians took the east as the direction of devotional 
worship. They did because of Allah’s statement, 


G5 6 a Sap 
«When she withdrew in seclusion from her family to a place 
facing east.> 
Therefore, they took the birthplace of fsa as their direction of 
worship.”!!! 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


€She placed a screen before them ;> 


This means that she hid herself from them and concealed 
herself. Then, Allah sent Jibril to her. 


oe 7% 


462 75 US SES> 


¢and he appeared before her in the form of a man in all 
respects .> [19:17] 


1] At-Tabari 18:162. The chain for this particular narration has a 
deficiency in it. Ibn Kathir mentions a number of narrations about 
this Ayah, afterwhich he says, “And Allah knows best.” 
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This means that he came to her in the form of a perfect and 
complete man. Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Ibn Jurayj, Wahb 
bin Munabbih and As-Suddi all commented on Allah’s statement, 


a a 


455 Gh Hip 
éthen We sent to her Our Ruh,» “It means Jibril.”!"! 
4.065 EF oy Sy Hh Sel dy Sep 


¢She said: ‘Verily, I seek refuge with the Most Gracious from 
you, if you do fear Allah.’ 


This means that when the angel (Jibril) appeared to her in the 
form of a man, while she was in a place secluded by herself 
with a partition between her and her people, she was afraid - 
him and thought that he wanted to rape her. Therefore, she said, 


465 ES oy de 8h, aD 


<Verily, I seek refuge with the Most Gracious from you, if you 
do fear Allah .> 


She meant, “If you fear Allah,” as a means of reminding him 
of Allah. This is what is legislated in defense against (evil), So 
that it may be repulsed with ease. Therefore, the first thing she 
did was try to make him fear Allah, the Mighty and Sublime. 

Ibn Jarir reported from ‘Asim that Abu Wa’il said when 
mentioning the story of Maryam, “She knew that the pious 
person would refrain (from committing evil) when she said, 


quan bos Gy IG as EE on Se SY Set Sp 


<''Verily, I seek refuge with the Most Gracious from you, if) 
you do fear Allah.’ He said: ‘I am only a messenger from your 
Lord...""> 


This means that the angel said to her in response, and in order to 
remove the fear that she felt within herself, “I am not what Hig 
think, but I am the seaah of your Lord.” By this he meant, 
“Allah has sent me to you.”?! It is said that when she mentioned 
the (Name of the) Most Beneficent (Ar-Rahman), Jibril fell apart 
and returned to his true form (as an angel). He responded, 


1 At-Tabari 18:163. 
(21 At-Tabari 18:164. 
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(55 OE ih ad a 2g UI Tei 


I am only a messenger from your Lord, to provide to you the 
gift of a righteous son.’ 


458 3 48 SI i> 
She said: ‘How can I have a son..."> 


This means that Maryam was amazed at this. She said, “How 
can I have a son?” She said this to mean, “In what way would 
a son be born to me when I do not have a husband and I do 
not commit any wicked acts (i.e. fornication)?” For this reason 
she said, 


465 ai 5S gc lp 
€when no man has touched me, nor am I Baghiyya?> 


The Baghiyy is a female fornicator. For this reason, a Hadith 
has been reported prohibiting the money earned from 


Baghiyy."! 
455 5 SE WT Sup 

¢He said: “Thus said your Lord: ‘That is easy for Me 

(Allah)... > 
This means that the angel said to her in response to her 
question, “Verily, Allah has said that a boy will be born from 
you even though you do not have a husband and you have 
not committed any lewdness. Verily, He is Most Able to do 


whatever He wills.” Due to this, he (Jibril) conveyed Allah’s 
Words, 
deni ou Scag 
¢And (We wish) to appoint him as a sign to mankind> 

This means a proof and a sign for mankind of the power of 
their Maker and Creator, Who diversified them in_ their 
creation. He created their father, Adam, without a male 
(father) or female (mother). Then, He created Hawwa’ (Adam’s 


spouse) from a male (father) without a female (mother). Then, 
He created the rest of their progeny from male and female, 


1 Ahmad 1:235, Al-Bukhari 2237, Muslim 1567. 
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except ‘Isa. He caused Isa to be born from a female without a . 
male. Thus, Allah completed the four types of creation (of the 


human being), which proves the perfection of His power 
the magnificence of His authority. There is no god worthy 


worship except Him and there is no true Lord other than Him. 


Concerning Allah’s statement, 


4s Lyd 
¢and a mercy from Us,> 
This means, “We will make this boy a mercy from Allah baa 


Prophet from among the Prophets. He will call to the ue 


of Allah and monotheistic belief in Him. This is as Allah 
Exalted, said in another Ayah, 


3 Ged OS Se Gl rae at 45 aK aie al Oy aS KA SNS 51> 
ay ° o fe 
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€(Remember) when the angels said: “‘O Maryam! Verily, Allah 
gives you the good news of a Word from Him, his name will be 
Al-Masih, ‘Ist, the son of Maryam, held in honor in this world 
and in the Hereafter, and will be one of those who are near to 
Allah. And he will speak to the people, in the cradle and in 


This means that he will call to the worship of his Lord in 
cradle and while and adult. 
Concerning His statement, 


thal Fi 26> 
<and it is a matter (already) decreed (by Allah) .> 


manhood, and he will be one of the righteous.» (3:45-46] k 
Ss 


d 
of 


This is the completion of Jibril’s dialogue with Maryam. |He 


informed her that this matter was preordained by Alla 
power and will. Muhammad bin Ishaq said, 


4Ladi Fi OG 
<and it is a matter (already) decreed (by Allah) .> 


“This means that Allah determined to do this, so there isino 


avoiding it.”!!) 


" At-Tabari 18165. 
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€22. So she conceived him, and she withdrew with him to a 
remote place.> 


€23. And the pains of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a 
date palm. She said: “Would that I had died before this, and 
had been forgotten and out of sight!"’> 


The Conception and the Birth 


Allah, the Exalted, informs about Maryam that when Jibril 
had spoken to her about what Allah said, she accepted the 
decree of Allah. Many scholars of the predecessors (Salaf) have 
mentioned that at this point the angel (who was Jibril) blew 
into the opening of the garment that she was wearing. Then 
the breath descended until it entered into her vagina and she 
conceived the child by the leave of Allah. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq said, “When she conceived him and 
filled her water jug (at a well), she returned (to her people). 
After this, her menstrual bleeding ceased and she experienced 
what the pregnant woman experiences of sickness, hunger, 
change of color and there was even a change in the manner of 
her speech. After this, no people came to visit any house like 
they did the house of Zakariyya. The word spread among the 
Children of Israel and the people were saying, ‘Verily, her 
partner (in fornication) was Yusuf, because there was no one 
else in the temple with her except him.’ So she hid herself 
from the people and placed a veil between herself and them. 
No one saw her and she did not see anyone else.” 

Allah said; 
45K gi, SESH BLD 


¢And the pains of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a date 
palm .> 
This means that her pains of labor compelled her to go to the 
trunk of a date-palm tree that was at the place where she had 
secluded herself. The scholars differed over its location. As- 
Suddi said, “Her place of seclusion was to the east and that 
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was where she would pray at the Sacred House of 
Jerusalem.”'! Wahb bin Munabbih said, “She ran away and 
when she reached an area between Ash-Sham!?! and Egypt, 
she was overcome by labor pains.”°! In another narration 
from Wahb, he said, “This took place eight miles from the 
Sacred House of Jerusalem in a village that was known as 
Bayt Al-Lahm (Bethlehem).”*! I say, there are Hadiths abo 
the Isra’ (Night Journey of the Prophet #4) that are reported by 
An-Nasa’7 on the authority of Anas,'5! and Al-Bayhaqi on the 
authority of Shadad bin Aws, that say that this took place |at 
Bait Al-Lahm.'§ Allah knows best. This is what is well kno 
that the people all relate from each other. The Christians h ve 
no doubt held that the place of this occurrence was Bethlehem 
and this is what all the people relate. It has been related in a 
Hadith also, if the Hadith is authentic. 


Allah says, informing about her, 


lah ew se 
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<She said: “Would that I had died before this, and had been 
forgotten and out of sight!""> 


In this is an evidence of the permissibility to wish for death 
when a calamity strikes. She knew that she was going to |be 
tested with the birth, the people would not assist her, and 
they would not believe her story. After she was known as a 
devout worshipper among them, they now thought that ghe 
had become a fornicating whore. She said, 


oe 
ae 


<Would that I had died before this,> 


(1 at-Tabari 18:161. 
[2] Greater Syria. 

ISI At-Tabari 18:170. 
(41 at-Tabari 18:170. 
(5) An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubraé 1:221. Most scholars consider the text see 


include Bethlehem as a place of prayer on the night of Isrd’ ta be 
unauthentic. 


Dala’il An-Nubuwwah 2 :355. 
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She said this to mean before this situation. 
tnt C5 Les) 
¢and I had been forgotten and out of sight!> 
This means, “I wish I had not been created and | was 
nothing.” This was mentioned by Ibn ‘Abbas.''! Qatadah said, 
dak U5 Lbs} 
€and I had been forgotten and out of sight!> 
“This means something unknown, forgotten and no one knew 
who I was.” 
L555 WEBI phe th hs ES oe oth SE i VT GSD 
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€24. Then he cried unto her from below her, saying: ‘Grieve 
not: your Lord has provided a Sariy under you."> 


€25. “And shake the trunk of date palm towards you, it will let 
fall fresh ripe dates upon you." 


€26. “So eat and drink and rejoice. And if you see any human 
being, say: ‘Verily, I have vowed a fast for the Most Gracious 
so I shall not speak to any human being today.,"> 


What was said to Her after the Birth 
Some reciters read the Ayah as, 

(ging 34) 

(Who was below her) 
Meaning the one who was below her called to her. Others 

recited it as, 

442 ud 

<from below her> 


With the meaning of a preposition (from) instead of a pronoun 
(who). The scholars of Tafsir have differed over the 
interpretation of who was calling out. Al-‘Awfi and others 


(1) At-Tabari 18:172. 
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reported from Ibn ‘Abbds that he said, 
402 os Hiti> 
<Then cried unto her from below her,» 
“This is referring to Jibril''! because isa did not speak unti 
she brought him to her people.” Similarly, Said bin Jubayr, 
Ad-Dahhak, ‘Amr bin Maymin, As-Suddi and Qatadah all 
said, “Verily, this is referring to the angel Jibril.”'7! This 
means that he (Jibril) called out to her from the bottom of the 
valley. Mujahid said, 
40 os i> 
<Then cried unto her from below her,> 
“This is referring to Isa bin Maryam.” Likewise, ‘Abdur-Razzaq 
reported from Ma‘mar that Qatadah said that Al-Hasan said, 
“This is referring to her son (1sa).” This is also one of the two 
opinions reported from Sa‘id bin Jubayr —- that it was her son, 
Isa, speaking. Sa‘id said, “Have you not heard Allah saying, 
455, Seb 
€Then she pointed to him.> 


Ibn Zayd and Ibn Jarir preferred this opinion in his Tafsir. 
Allah said, 


44 lp 
«Grieve not :> 
He called to her saying, “Do not grieve.” 


6 < lt obs SS Sip 
your Lord has provided a Sariy under you.> 


Sufyan Ath-Thawri and Shu‘bah reported from Abu Ishaq that 
* Al-Bara’ bin ‘Azib said, 
¢your Lord has provided a Sariy under you .> 


Ml At-Tabari 18:173. 
[21 at-Tabari 18:173. 
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“This means a small stream.”!! Likewise, ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah 
reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Sariy means a river.” ‘Amr 
bin Maymiin held the same view, as he said, “It means a river 
for her to drink from.”5! Mujahid said, “It means river in the 
Syrian language.”*! Sa‘id bin Jubayr said, “Sariy is a small 
flowing river.”'°) Others said that Sariy refers to ‘Isé. This was 
said by Al-Hasan, Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas, Muhammad bin ‘Abbad 
bin Ja‘far, and it is one of the two opinions reported from 
Qatadah. It is also the view of ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin 
Aslam. However, the first view seems to be the most obvious 
meaning. For this reason, Allah said after it, 


4a ae, ohh hs) 
¢And shake the trunk of date palm towards you,> 


meaning, “Grab the trunk of the date-palm tree and shake it 
towards yourself.” Therefore, Allah blessed her by giving her 
food and drink. Then He said, 


a oS oh Bw eG ae > 

It will let fall fresh ripe dates upon you. So eat and drink and 

rejoice .> 
Meaning to be happy. This is why ‘Amr bin Maymiun said, 
“Nothing is better for the woman confined in childbed than 
dried dates and fresh dates.” Then he recited this noble 
Ayah.'6 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


GES El be 5 UBD 
¢And if you see any human being,> 
This means any person that you see, 


(1) At-Tabari 18:175. 
(2) At-Tabari 18:176. 
31 At-Tabari 18:176. 
(41 at-Tabari 18:176. 
(5) At-Tabari 18:176. 
6] at-Tabari 18:179. 
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ha) SH Meet oo Sea S55 Gy slp 
€Say: ‘Verily, I have vowed a fast unto the Most Gracious 
(Allah) so I shall not speak to any human being today.'> 


Meaning, by signaling with gestures, not a statement by 


speech. This is so that she does not negate her oath itself, 
4) 25H hel Sp 
¢so I shall not speak to any human being today.> 
Anas bin Malik commented on, 
Ciro Se G58 Ap 


41 have vowed a fast unto the Most Gracious> 


He said; “A vow of silence.”'! Likewise said Ibn ‘Abbas se 


Ad-Dahhak. |?! 


The meaning here is that in their Law, when fasting, it was 


forbidden for them to eat and speak. As-Suddi, Qatadah a 


‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd!*! have all stated this view. ‘Abd 
Rahman bin Zayd said, “When ‘isa said to Maryam, 


{352 Yip 


d 


<Grieve not» She said, ‘How can I not grieve when you are with 


me and I have no husband nor am I an owned slave Womens 
What excuse do I have with the people? Woe unto me, if I ha 


d 


only died before this, and had been a thing forgotten and 
unknown.’ Then, ‘Isa said to her, 1 will suffice you with a 


statement, 


Sop cmt ess Fete ree ret kote ge eee arte oe tee te 
4h) a5 heel Sh Be pe OS oy dab Li LTS OS Opp 


€And if you see any human being, say: ‘Verily, I have vowed 


a fast unto the Most Gracious so I shall not speak to any 


human being this day.’>’ 


All of this is from the speech of ‘Isa to his mother.” Wahb said 


the same as well. 


(1) At-Tabari 18:182-183. 
2) At-Tabari 18:182-183. 


31 At-Tabari 18:183, Al-Qurtubi 11:98. 
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444 ua 774 Ae rr, ie cust 
PMO S SSE Galas) 
Mins cos a the cd wee €27. Then she brought 
Scie opera foot ine paces him to her people, carry- 


- Zedere S 


Bate: y > ing him. They said: 'O 
rece (Sh gz ese Kis ides re Mary! Indeed you have 


igs nd oats nuit it stp brought a thing 
Fariy.""> 

€28. “O sister of Hariin! Your father was not a man who used 

to commit adultery, nor your mother was an unchaste 
woman .""> 

€29. Then she pointed to him. They said: ‘How can we talk to 
one who is a child in the cradle?"> 

430. He said: ‘Verily, I am a servant of Allah, He has given 
me the Scripture and made me a Prophet ;"'> 


431. “And He has made me blessed wherever I be, and has 
enjoined on me [Awsd@ni] Salah and Zakah, as long as I live." > 


432. “And to be dutiful to my mother, and made me not 
arrogant, unblessed .""> 


433. “And Salim (peace) be upon me the day I was born, and 
the day I die, and the day I shall be raised alive!''> 
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Maryam with Al-Masih before the People, Their 


Rejection of Her and His Reply to Them 


Allah, the Exalted, informs of Maryam’s situation when vie 


was commanded to fast that day and not to speak to an 


human being. For verily, her affair would be taken care of and 
her proof would be established. Thus, she accepted the 
command of Allah and she readily received His decree. She 
took her child and brought him to her people, carrying him. 
When they saw her like this they made a big deal about her 


situation and they sternly it oe against of it, and 
405 CE ke A 255 Gp 


€They said: “‘O Mary! Indeed you have brought a thing | 
Fariy.""> 


Fariy means a mighty thing. This was said by sie rie 


Qatadah, As-Suddi and others.''! Ibn Abi Hatim reported fro 


Nawf Al-Bikali that he said, “Her people went out searching for 
her, she was from a family that was blessed with prophethood 
and nobility. However, they could not find any trace of her. 
They came across a cow herder and they asked him, ‘Have you 


seen a girl whose description is such and such?’ He replied 


‘No, but tonight I saw my cows doing something that I've aah, 


seen them do before.’ They asked, ‘What did you see?’ He sai 


‘Tonight I saw them prostrating in the direction of that 


valley. ml2) 


‘Abdullah bin Ziyad said (adding to the narration), |“I 
memorized from Sayyar that he (the cattle herder) said, I saw 
a radiant light.’ ” So they went towards the direction that he 
told him, and Maryam was coming towards them from that 


direction. When she saw them she sat down and she hy 


holding her child in her lap. They came towards her until thi 
were standing over her. 


405 CE Ch ad 2S 55 16> 


<They said: ‘‘O Mary! Indeed you have brought a mighty thing | 
(Fariy).""> 


(I At-Tabari 18:185. 
[21 at-Tabari 18:187. 


y 
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This means it was a mighty thing that she had brought. 
45y% City> 


<O sister of Hariin!> This means, “O one resembling Haran 
(Aaron) in worship.” 


4 oth 6 05 4 Lal Bl 3 @ 


€Your father was not a man who used to commit adultery, nor 
your mother was an unchaste woman .> 


They meant, “You are from a good, pure family, well-known for 
its righteousness, worship and abstinence from worldy 
indulgence. How could you do such a thing?” ‘Ali bin Abi 
Talhah and As-Suddi both said, “It was said to her, 


dis HG) 


€O sister of Hariin!> referring to the brother of Masa, because 
she was of his descendants. This is similar to the saying, ‘O 
brother of Tamim,’ to one who is from the Tamimi tribe, and ‘O 
brother of Mudar,’ to one who is from the Mudari tribe. It has 
also been said that she was related to a righteous man among 
them whose name was Harin and she was comparable to him 
in her abstinence and worship. 

Concerning Allah’s statement, 


CES wit g Ko KB SS Hi 2h SCD 


<Then she pointed to him. They said: ‘How can we talk to one 
who is a child in the cradle?''> 


This is what took place while they were in doubt about her 
situation, condeming her circumstances, saying what they 
wanted to say. At that time they were slandering her and 
falsely accusing her of a horrendous act. On that day she was 
fasting and keeping silent. Therefore, she referred all speech to 
him (the child) and she directed them to his address and 
speech to ‘them. They scoffed at her because they thought that 
she was mocking.at ‘them and playing with them. They said, 


bo ig 8 oe KS 
¢How.can :we ‘talk to one who is a child in the cradle?> 
Maymtun bin Mahran said, 
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42h) Shp 
<Then she pointed to him.» “She indicated, ‘Speak to him.’ They 
then said, ‘After she has come to us with this calamity, she 
now commands us to speak to one who is a child in the 
cradle!”""! As-Suddi said, “When she pointed to him they 
became angry and said, ‘Her mocking us, to the extent of 
commanding us to speak to this child, is worse to us than her 
fornication.’ ” 


io sii 9 BS SS hap 


<They said: ‘How can we talk to one who is a child in the 
cradle?''p!?! 


This means, “How can someone speak who is in his cradle, in 
the state of infancy and a child?” 1sa said, 


ani 22 5p 
<Verily, I am a servant of Allah,> 


The first thing that he said was a declaration of the lofty 
honor of his Lord and His being free of having a child. Also, ag 
affirmed that he himself was a worshipper of his Lord. 

Allah said, 


Pee pee an 


4s es AI sup 


€He has given me the aie and made me a Prophet.> 


This was a declaration of innocence for his mother from the 
immorality that was attributed to her. Nawf Al-Bikali s 

“When they said what they said to his mother, he (sa) an 
nursing from her breast. At their statement he released the 
breast from his mouth and reclined on his left saying, 


ES JES GE gn BAS Sup 


<Verily, I am a servant of Allah, He has given me the; 
Scripture and made me a Prophet.> 


And he continued speaking until he said, 
46 255 Up 


(1 Ad-Durr AlManthar 5 :507. 
[7] At-Tabari 18:189. 
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€as long as I live.>” 


Concerning his statement, 
fia BG sts) 
¢And He has made me blessed wherever I be,> 

Mujahid, ‘Amr bin Qays and Ath-Thawri all said that this 
means, “And He made me a teacher of goodness.”"! In another 
narration from Mujahid, he said, “A person of great benefit.” 
Ibn Jarir reported from Wuhayb bin Al-Ward, a freed slave of the 
Bani Makhzim tribe, that he said, “A scholar met another 
scholar who had more knowledge than himself. So he said to 
him, ‘May Allah have mercy upon you, what acts of mine should 
I perform openly?’ The other replied, ‘Commanding good and 
forbidding evil, for verily, it is the religion of Allah, which He sent 
His Prophets with to His servants.’ The scholars have indeed 
agreed upon the statement of Allah, 


4222 UGS giss 
€And He has made me blessed wherever I be,> 
Then it was said, ‘What was his blessing?’ He (Wuhayb) replica 
‘Commanding good and forbidding evil wherever he was.’ "9 
His saying, 
45 23 6 yEa5i gla 5 o5hh> 
dand He has enjoined on me [Awsani] Salah and Zakah, as 
long as I live.> 
This is similar to the statement of Allah to Muhammad 2, 
qa Gh ES Lehp 
¢And worship your Lord until there comes unto you the 
certainty (i.e. death).> [15:99] 
‘Abdur-Rahman bin Al-Qasim reported from Malik bin Anas 
that he commented on Allah’s statement, 
4 25 Gee lah go> 
[1 At-Tabari 18:191. 
21 At-Tabari 18:191. 
3] At-Tabari 18:191. 
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dand He has enjoined on me [Awsani] Salah and Zakah, as | 
long as I live.> | 
He said, “Allah informed him of what would be of his affair 
until his death. This is the firmest evidence against the people 
who deny Allah’s preordained decree.”!! 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


- wy, 


43a 5p 


¢And to be dutiful to my mother.» This means, “He (Allah) has 
commanded me to treat my mother well.” He mentioned this 
after mentioning obedience to his Lord, Allah. This is because 
Allah often combines the command to worship Him with 
obedience to the parents. This is similar to Allah’s statement, | 


ty, ve erete er gl ce tween Se od, nce 
FE GATS WO Wb vi a) > 


¢And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him 
and that you be dutiful to your parents.» [17:23] 


And He, the Exalted, said, 

C8 A Hy Hy yea ofp 
<Give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is the final | 
destination .» [31:14] 

Concerning his statement, 

€G2 GS lie <p 
dand He made me not arrogant, unblessed.» This means, “He 
(Allah) has not made me too proud or arrogant to worship Him, 


obey Him and be dutiful to my mother, and thus be unblessed,” 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


dts 5 ost 6s b fg & pb 
¢And Salam (peace) be upon me the day I was born, and a 
day I die, and the day I shall be raised alive!> 


This is his affirmation that ‘he is a worshipper of Allah, the 
Mighty and Sublime, and that he is a creature created by 
Allah. He (isa) will live, die and be resurrected, just like the 


( al-Qurtubi 11:103. That is, he understood Awsdni with lits 
alternative meaning: “He decreed for me.”. | 
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other creatures that Allah has created. However, he will have 
peace in these situations, which are the most difficult 
situations for Allah’s creatures.’ May Allah’s peace and 
blessings be upon him. 
DS ot See Na BO GS 43 all SAI os Ae oT ue > 
woe § 2ae oe gt Gye dP OF +4 7 te \ an + ae 
bie a Xb 5 gh diy SG SOA dE Gb OS a tee 
or ke 25 al LS Oa TS ae & ONT GG oe et 
434. Such is ‘Isa, son of Maryam. Qavwlal-Hagq fit is a 
statement of truth] about which they doubt (or dispute) .> 


€35. It befits not (the majesty of) Allah that He should beget a 
son. Glorified be He. When He decrees a thing, He only says to 
it: “Be!” - and it is.> 

436. [‘Is@ said]: ‘And verily, Allah is my Lord and your Lord. 
So worship Him. That is the straight path.''> 


437. Then the sects differed, so woe unto the disbelievers from 
the meeting of a great Day.> 


‘Isa is the Servant of Allah and not His Son 


Allah, the Exalted, says to His Messenger Muhammad 3, ‘This 
is the story which We have related to you about ‘sa,’ upon 
him be peace. 


C55 43 call Kil Gp 
(It is) a statement of truth about which they doubt.» 


This means that the people of falsehood and the people of 
truth are in disagreement, of those who believe in him and 
those who disbelieve believe in him. For this reason most of 
the reciters recited this Ayah with Qawlul-Hagq (statement of 
truth) as the subject, referring to ‘Isa himself. ‘Asim and 
‘Abdullah bin ‘Amir both recited it Qawlal-Haqq (statement of 
truth) referring to the story in its entirety that the people 
differed about. It is reported from Ibn Mas‘ad!') that he 
recited it as Qdlal-Haqgqa, which means that he (‘Isa) said the 
truth. The recitation of the Ayah with the Qawlul-Hagq being 
the subject referring to ‘Isa, is the most apparent meaning 


(I At-Tabari 18:194. 


Stirah 19. Maryam (34-37) (Part-16) 257 


grammatically. It has support for it in the statement of Allah 
{after the story of ‘sal, 


CRG BGK HS op SAD 


4(This is) the truth from your Lord, so be not of those who 
doubt.» [3:60] 


When Allah mentioned that He created him as a servant andia 
Prophet, He extolled Himself, the Most Holy, by saying, 


ee wate da Ok Gd 

It befits not (the majesty of) Allah that He should beget a son. 
Glorified be He.> 

Means glory be unto Him, He is far exalted above that which 

these ignorant, wrongdoing, transgressing people say about Ht 

4555 F 8 SK OS Ol gS yp 

<When He decrees a thing, He only says to it: “'Be!’’ - and it'| 

is.> 

Whenever He wants something, He merely commands it and it 

happens as He wills. This is as Allah says, 

gal 0355 5416 Boo ie ion ES AN hee ee JE Zap 

EGR SH AS on 

Verily, the likeness of ‘Ist before Allah is the likeness of 

Adam. He created him from dust, then said to him: “Be” - 


and he was. (This is) the truth from your Lord, so be not off 
those who doubt .> [3:59-60] 


‘Isa commanded the Worship of Allah Alone, then the 
People differed after Him 


Allah said; 
CSS Le is LE Bs di gp 
<And veril y, Allah is my Lord and your Lord. So wos 
Him. That is the straight path.> 


Among those things which ‘Isa said to his people while he was 
in his cradle is that Allah was his Lord and their Lord, and he 
commanded them to worship Him alone. He said, 
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€So worship Him. That is the straight path.> 


Meaning, “That which I have come to you with from Allah is 
the straight path.” This means that the path is correct; 
whoever follows it will be rightly guided and whoever opposes 
it will deviate and go astray. 

Allah’s statement, 


Gch bs Lisi sa 


¢Then the sects differed,» means that the opinions of the People 
of the Book differed concerning sa even after the explanation 
of his affair and the clarification of his situation. They disagreed 
about his being the servant of Allah, His Messenger, and His 
Word that He cast upon Maryam and a spirit from Himself. So 
a group of them - who were the majority of the Jews (may 
Allah’s curses be upon them) - determined that he was a child 
of fornication and that his speaking in his cradle was merely 
sorcery. Another group said that it was Allah Who was 
speaking (not ‘Isé). Others said that he (Isa) was the son of 
Allah. Some said that he was the third part of a divine trinity 
with Allah. Yet, others said that he was the servant of Allah 
and His Messenger. This latter view is the statement of truth, 
which Allah guided the believers to. A report similar with this 
meaning has been reported from ‘Amr bin Maymin, Ibn Jurayj, 
Qatadah and others from the Salaf (predecessors) and the 
Khalaf (later generations). 
Allah said, 


so woe unto the disbelievers from the meeting of a great Day.> 


This is a threat and severe warning for those who lie about 
Allah, invent falsehood and claim that He (Allah) has a son. 

However, Allah has given them respite until the Day of 
Resurrection, and He has delayed their term out of gentleness 
and confident reliance upon His divine decree overcoming 
them. Verily, Allah does not hasten the affair of those who 
disobey Him. This has been related in a Hadith collected in the 
Two Sahihs, 
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a a 


eed 93 def by 3 Sua Ld ait Sp 
‘Verily, Allah gives respite to the wrongdoer until He seizes 
him and he will not be able to escape Him.» 
Then, the Messenger of Allah 3% recited the Ayah, 


454.2 2h 253i £5 < OS 5-3il EN Ty > SS nS > 


4Such is the punishment of your Lord when He punishes the 
towns while they are doing a Verily, His punishment is 
painful, (and) severe.» [11:102] "! 


In the Two Sahihs it is also reported that the Messenger 
Allah #& said, 

wei 3 15 4 a) S Shes “4 eal ie ae si st po Ed yo 

res 

«No one is more patient with something harmful that he hears 


than Allah. Verily, they attribute to Him a son, while He is the 
One Who provides them sustenance and good health .»'?! 


Allah says, 

4 aed Sy Gi 3 ob oy OLE 5 & sle> 
¢And many a township did I give respite while it was given to 
wrongdoing. Then I punished it. And to me is the (final) 
return (of all).» [22:48] 

Allah, the Exalted, also says, 
ab GES Jo AS CO Seu he ee aH es YP 
Ca aN 
<Consider not that Allah is unaware of that which the 


wrongdoers do, but He gives them respite up to a Day when 
the eyes will stare in horror .»{14:42| 


This is the reason that Allah says here, 


hie 25 art US Gall Tsp 


<So woe unto the disbelievers from the meeting of a great 


"I Fath Al-Bari 8:205, Muslim 4:1997. 
2] Fath AL-Bari 10:527, Muslim 4 :2160. 
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Day.> 

referring to the Day of Resurrection. It has been related in an 

authentic Hadith that is agreed upon (in Al-Bukhari and 


Muslim), on the authority of Ubddah bin As-Samit who said 
that the Messenger of Allah 3 said, 
Sly aah 255 tate oly aa tlt W Hes Vy GY Sf at ga 
585 SS Sebi Oty ce 2555 ie A wu dass Jt55 arte oe 
a foal 2 OW G le Zahn Sat Gs 
‘Whoever testifies that there is no deity worthy of worship 
except Allah alone, Who has no partners, and that Muhammad 
is His servant and Messenger, and that ‘Isa was Allah's servant 
and Messenger, and His Word that He cast upon Maryam, and 
a spirit from Him, and that Paradise and Hell are both real, 


then Allah will admit him into Paradise regardless of whatever 
he did.) 


. caste woe whet, GED S$ 4s, enter ed '* Me at, vere he ew oe 
3) gpd t oaks Mone jie 3 pra RAO || ss ist ty pes rt cP 
fiye bred Mae eer ere CaN Sed hy MENT AD OG Oe tie be Sie ack 
q(aey Cay te 3 ai 23 oS Hob Y fs ae 3 Al Gs 
€38. How clearly will they see and hear, the Day when they 


will appear before Us! But the wrongdoers today are in plain 
error.> 


439. And warn them of the Day of grief and regrets, when the 
case has been decided, while (now) they are in a state of 
carelessness, and they believe not.> 


440. Verily, We will inherit the earth and whatsoever is 
thereon. And to Us they all shall be returned.> 


The Disbeliever’s warning of the Day of Distress 


Allah, the Exalted, says informing about the disbelievers on 
the Day of Resurrection that they will be made to have the 
clearest hearing and sight. This is as Allah says, 


Cis GN OE LG See Sees’ USE GAA yd DD 
¢And if you only could see when the criminals hang their heads 


(1 Fath Al-Bari 6:546, Muslim 1:57. 
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before their Lord (saying): ‘‘Our Lord! We have now seen and , 
heard.» [32:12] 
| 


They will say that when it will not benefit them, nor will it be 
of any use to them. If they had used these senses properly 
before seeing the torment, then it would have brought them 
some benefit and saved them from the Allah’s punishment. 
This is why Allah says, 


adh ty eld 
¢How clearly will they (disbelievers) see and hear,> 


This means that no one will hear and see better than they 
will. 
€ESt DD 

<the day when they will appear before Us.» The Day |of 
Resurrection. 


51 Spust SS> : 
<But the wrongdoers today are...» now, in the life of this! 


world, 


¢...in plain error.» They do not hear, see or think. When they 
are requested to follow guidance, they are not guided and they 


succumb to those things that do not benefit them. 
Then, Allah says, 


45-35 6p Doaly> 
¢And warn them of the Day of grief and regrets,» warn the creation 
of the Day of Distress, 

42M ss UD 
¢when the case has been decided,> 


when the people of Paradise and the people of Hell will, be 
sorted out, and everyone will reach his final abode which he 
was destined to remain in forever. 


€.a5> 
¢while (now) they are> today, in the present life of this world, 


i 
' 
| 
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pie > 
in a state of carelessness.» 


with the warning of the Day of grief and regret, they are 
heedless. 


tips Y ASD 
¢and they believe not.» meaning they do not believe that it is 
true. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa‘id said that the 
Messenger of Allah 2 said, 


3,5 alii Sos S oyu tes on Gn fat, Zed Zen jah ss 15) 
5558s Sf 4S OU ie S83 Js Sei aly SWS Gy dah sy 
JU 4s 68 25 Jo on ate Jus - be - Sychi ds eagles 
J GAS oy BMS =U - bpd is a ods Syphes 38s 

Why V5 542 Ctr Bigs oy 955,08 tel phy be; 


‘When the people of Paradise enter Paradise and the people of 
the Hellfire enter the Hellfire, death will be brought in the form 
of a handsome ram and it will be placed between Paradise and 
the Hellfire. Then, it will be said, ‘O people of Paradise, do 
you know what this is?” Then, they will turn their gazes and 
look, and they will say, ‘Yes, this is death."” Then, it will be 
said, ‘‘O people of the Hellfire, do you know what this is?" 
Then, they will turn their gazes and look, and they will say, 
“Yes, this is death." Then, the order will be given for it to be 
slaughtered and it will be said, ‘‘O people of Paradise, eternity 
and no more death, O people of Hellfire, eternity and no more 
death.""» Then the Messenger of Allah 2x recited the Ayah, 


WTA DG Pe tte te Tee DB eects eee ote 
CO YAS de a OAT Ga 1 ocd ah 


<And warn them of the Day of grief and regret, when the case 
has been decided, while (now) they are in a state of 
carelessness, and they believe not.> 


Then, the Messenger of Allah 3 made a gesture with his hand 
and said, 
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| 


«The peo of this life are in the state of heedlessness of this 
life.» 


Thus recorded Imam Ahmad and it was also recorded by Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim in their Sahihs! with wording similar to 
this. 
It is reported from ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ad that he mentioned | la 
story in which he said, 
“There is not a soul except that it will see a residence in 
Paradise and a residence in the Hellfire, and this will be the Day 
of distress. So the people of the Hellfire will see the residence 
that Allah prepared for them if they had believed. Then, it will be 
said to them, Tf you had believed and worked righteous deeds, 
you would have had this, which you see in Paradise.’ Then, they 
will be overcome with distress and grief. Likewise, the people of 
Paradise will see the residence that is in the Hellfire and it will 
be said to them, ‘If Allah had not bestowed His favor upon you 
(this would have been your place).’ ”!*! 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 
eyey Gh GE oS GNI LS 22 > 
<€Verily, We will inherit the earth and whatsoever is thereon. 
And to Us they all shall be returned .> 


Allah is informing that He is the Creator, the Owner and the 
Controller of all matters. All of the creation will be destroyed 
and only He, the Most High and Most Holy, will remain. There 
is no one who can claim absolute ownership and control | of 
affairs besides Him. He is the Inheritor of all His creation. He 
is the Eternal, Who will remain after they are gone and He is 
the Judge of their affairs. Therefore, no soul will be done any 
injustice, nor wronged even the weight of a mosquito or an 
atom. 


| 
(') Ahmad 9:3. 
[21 Fath AL-Bari 8 :282, Muslim 4:2188. 


13] At-Tabari, it is the first narration explaining Ayah no. 39. See the 
section on the reports at the beginning of the book. 
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Ba Yea pare Ibn Abi Hatim recor- 
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prescribed death for 
His creatures when He 
created them and He 
determined their final 
destination. He said in 
that which He revealed 
in His truthful Book, 
which He guarded with 
His knowledge and 
made His angels testify 
to its preservation, 
that He will inherit the 
earth and all who are 
on it, and they will all 
be returned to Him.) 
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0 COG Cade A Bath Sg Sip 
Aol gt ot do Ll sk 5 oe ME BG AE 
Sl Sy ee oy OF SABI Y CAT 2 ke 
€41. And mention in the Book, Ibrahim. Verily, he was a man 
of truth, a Prophet .> 


€42. When he said to his father: 'O my father! Why do you 
worship that which hears not, sees not and cannot avail you in 
anything?" 


"! Ibn Abi Hatim 7 :2410. 
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443. “O my father! Verily, there has come to me the knowledge | 
of that which came not unto you. So follow me, I will guide 
you to the straight path."’> 
444. “O my father! Worship not Shaytin. Verily, Shaytan has | 
been a rebel against the Most Gracious.''> 

445. 'O my father! Verily, I fear lest a torment from the Most 
Gracious should overtake you, so that you become a companion | 
of Shaytan .""> 


Ibrahim’s Admonition of His Father 
Allah, the Exalted, tells His Prophet, Muhammad 2, 

C2 ASI g SG 

¢And mention in the Book, Ibrahim .> 

“Recite this to your people who are worshipping idols and 
mention to them what happened with Ibrahim, the intimate 
Friend (Khali) of the Most Beneficent. These idol worshippers 
(Arabs) are his descendants and they claim to follow his 
religion. Inform them that he was a truthful Prophet. Tell them 
about what took place with his father and how he forbade him 


from worshipping idols.” 
Ibrahim said, 


ME bt BG toh G0 a okey 
<O my father! Why do you worship that which hears not, sees 
not and cannot avail you in anything?> 
Meaning that these idols will not benefit you, nor can they 
protect you from any harm. 
4h AC abl < at Ay sig> 
<O my father! Verily, there has come to me the knowledge of 
that which came not unto you.> 


This means, “Even though I am from your loins and you see 
me as inferior to you because I am your son, know that | have 
received knowledge from Allah that you do not know and it 
has not reached you.” 


€62 bie dal gaSb> 
4So follow me, I will guide you to the straight path.> 
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meaning, “a straight path that will carry you to the desired 
objective and save you from that which is dreaded (Hell).” 


Gb: 05 ¥ ole> 
€O my father! Worship not Shaytin.> This is means, “Do not obey 


him by worshipping these idols. He invites to this (idolatry) and 
he is pleased with it.” This is as Allah says, 


bg 58 SO A, Be bas YN joe gos KH gal lp 
<Did I not command you, O Children of Adam, that you 


should not worship Shaytan. Verily, he is a plain enemy to 
you.» [36:60] 


Allah also says, 
RO CRE YY EIS ot EH Vy aad ne OEE old 


<They invoke nothing but females [idols] besides Him (Allah), 
and they invoke nothing but Shaytin, a persistent rebel!> 
[4:117] 


Concerning Allah’s statement, 


at 50 HE sAch gp 
<Verily, Shaytan has been a rebel against the Most Gracious.> 


This means obstinate and too arrogant to obey his Lord. 
Therefore, Allah expelled him and made him an outcast. 
Therefore, “do not follow him or you will become like him.” 


“A400 % 


CoN OF Sie AES A Sul Gy hep 
€O my father! Verily, I fear lest a torment from the Most 
Gracious should overtake you,> 


“because of your associating partners with Allah and your 
disobedience in what I am commanding you with.” 


4) hts 45> 
so that you become a companion of Shaytan .> 


This means, “there will be no one who will protect you, or help 
you, or assist you, except Iblis. However, neither he, nor 
anyone else, has any power over the outcome of matters. 
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ime] 


Following him will only cause you to be surrounded by the 
torment (of Allah).” This is as Allah says, 
As asl May Hb A Sat SG a ol dy WS Sh tp 
danny Sie 
<By Allah, We indeed sent (Messengers) to the nations before 
you, but Shaytin made their deeds fair seeming to them. So he 


is their helper today (in this world), and theirs will be a painful 
torment.» [16:63] 


Sh ead 


ro JG te oat, Can ai 3 od eas Gam & Laii SGp 
alos oe Set ty SA MG 4 oe A yd A us 

Ct SEL STV Be 
446. He (the father) said: ‘Do you revile my gods, O Ibrahim? 


If you stop not (this), I will La’arjumannak. So get away from 
me Maliyan.’’> 


447. Ibrahim said: ‘Peace be on you! | will ask forgiveness of 
my Lord for you. Verily, He is unto me Hafiyyan.> 


448. And I shall turn away from you and from those whom 
you invoke besides Allah. And I shall call upon my Lord, and I 
certainly hope that I shall not be unblessed in my invocation to 
my Lord."'» 


The Reply of Ibrahim’s Father 


Allah, the Exalted, informs of the reply of Ibrahim’s father) to 
his son, Ibrahim, in reference to what he was calling him to. 
He said, 


4795s Ga 3 ES Lall> 


¢Do you revile my gods, O Ibrahim?» This means, “If you do not 
want to worship them (the idols) and you are not pleased 
them, then at least stop cursing, abusing, and reviling them. 
For verily, if you do not cease, I will punish you, curse you 
revile you.” This is the meaning of his statement; 


4A > 


¢La’arjumannaka .> 
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Ibn epee As-Suddi, Ibn Jurayj, Ad-Dahhak and others said 
this. 
Concerning His statement, 
qh aah 
€So get away from me Maliyan.> 
Mujahid, Tkrimah, Said bin Jubayr and Mujahid bin Ishaq all 
said, “Maliyan means forever.”! Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “For 
a long time.”*! As-Suddi said, 
4 gals > 
€So get away from me safely Maliyan .> 
“This means forever.”*! Ali bin Abi Talhah and Al-‘Awfi both 
reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, 
ibe Grats > 
<So get away from me safely Maliyan.> 
“This means to go away in peace and safety before you are 
afflicted with a punishment from me.” Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, 


‘Atiyah Al-Jadali, Malik and others said the same. This is also 
the view preferred by Ibn Jarir. 


The Reply of Allah’s Friend (Khalil) 
With this, Ibrahim said to his father, 


<aike pcp 
€Peace be on you!» This is as Allah said concerning the 
description of the believers, 


eke od pe 
- 


40 1G Sach AE 5 
and when the foolish address them (with bad words) they say, 
“Salaman [peace].'"> [25:63] 
Allah also says, 
BS KE KG Ky A GS ce Set Salt me sp 
0) At-Tabari 18:205. 
[21 At-Tabari 18 :205,206. 


(3! At-Tabari 18 :205. 
I] At-Tabari 18 :206. 
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¢And when they hear Al-Laghw (false speech), they withdraw 


from it and say: "To us our deeds, and to you your deeds. 


Peace be to you. We seek not (the way of) the ignorant.’’> 


[28:55] 
The meaning of Ibrahim’s statement to his father, 


ide op 


| 


¢Peace be on you! “You will not receive any insult or harm from 


me.” This is due to the respect and honor of fatherhood. 
4355 di ed 
<I will ask forgiveness of my Lord for you.> 


meaning “But, I will ask Allah to guide you and forgive you 
your sin.” 


Gos y ste 
dG y SE A> 


€Verily, He is unto me Haftyya.> 


Ibn ‘Abbas and others said that Hafiyyan means, “Kind.”") 


fer 


t 


Meaning, “since He guided me to worship Him and direct my 


religious devotion to Him alone.” As-Suddi said, “Al-Haft is 


ne 


Who is concerned with his (Ibrahim’s) affair.” Thus, Ibrahim 
sought forgiveness for his father for a very long time, even 
after he migrated to Ash-Sham. He continued to seek 


forgiveness for him even after building the Sacred Masjid 


(in 


Makkah) and after the birth of his two sons, Ismail and Ishaq. 


This can be seen in his statement, 
OCT BG oe Sel Gay J HET > 
<Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents, and (all) the believers 
on the Day when the reckoning will be established .> [14:41] 


From this tradition, during the beginning stages of Islam, |the 
Muslims used to seek forgiveness for their relatives and their 
family members who were polytheists. They did this following 
the way of Ibrahim, the Khalil (Friend) of Allah, until . 


revealed, 


(1 At-Tabari 18:207. 


| 
| 
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il 93 on ONES 
Indeed there has been an excellent example for you in Ibrahim 
and those with him, when they said to their people: “Verily, 
we are free from you and whatever you worship besides 
Allah." > [60:4] 
Until Allah’s statement, 


Go on Sie BAN EEN WN ots GID 
{Except the saying of Ibrahim to his father: ‘Verily, I will ask 
forgiveness (from Allah) for you, but I have no power to do 
anything for you before Allah.''> [60:4] 
meaning, except for this statement, so do not follow it. Then 
Allah explains that Ibrahim abandoned this statement and 
retracted it. Allah, the Exalted, says, 


40525 Mais JK lh gt) oe up 
€it is not (proper) for the Prophet and those who believe to ask 
Allah's forgiveness for the idolators.> (9:113] 
Until Allah’s statement, 


AS DE CB ty A st eH AN cot HT OK Gp 
¢And Ibrahim's invoking for his father's forgiveness was only 
because of a promise he had made to him. But when it became 
clear to him that he is an enemy of Allah, he dissociated himself 
from him. Verily, Ibrahim) was Awwah,'! _ forbearing.> 
{9:114] 
Concerning Allah's statement, 
£55 Fb io oe GB GS Kischy 
€And I shall turn away from you and from those whom you 
invoke besides Allah. And I shall call upon my Lord,> 
This means, “And I worship my Lord alone, associating no 
partners with Him.” 


(I See the Tafsir of Sarat At-Tawbah 9:114. 
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4G 35 4, SSi Vice> 


4I certainly hope that I shall not be unblessed in my invocation 
to my Lord.> 


The word ‘Asda (I hope) here means that which will necessarily 
occur and not that which is hoped for from the impossible. 


For verily, he (Ibrahim) is the leader of the Prophets other 
than Muhammad 2. 


Cores *% eee +7 bre wee *s Setlet 4 i 
tay, 2 1. neo wie. 4 sissy oul i] tay ail o> o 2 Otte i panel Cbd! 


cree are 


a we oly oy AS GS 2 gb, 


449. So when he had turned away from them and from those 
whom they worshipped besides Allah, We gave him Ishaq and 
Ya‘giib, and each one of them We made a Prophet.> 


€50. And We gave them of Our mercy, and We granted them 
Sidgin ‘Aliyyan on the tongues.> | 


Allah gave Ibrahim Ishaq and Ya‘qub 
Allah, the Exalted, says that when the Friend of Allah 
(Ibrahim) withdrew from his father and his people for the sake 
of Allah, Allah gave him in exchange those who were better 
than them. He gave him Ishaq (Isaac) and Ya‘qub (Jacob), 
meaning his son, Ishaq, and Ishaq’s son, Ya‘qub. This is! as 
Allah said in another Ayah, 


Cibo 
¢and Ya'giib, a grandson .> {21:72] 
Also, Allah says, 
Rone Se} Uy 5 
¢and after Ishaq, of Ya‘qitb.> [11:71] 


There is no difference of opinion about Ishaq being the father 


of Ya‘qub. This is what is recorded in the Qur’an in Surah Al- 
Bagarah. 


42° 


495 UE 45355 & SpA 25 Bai JG Sy Os Fas 5 ai sgh 28 ap 
4S Jey sah GON ayy ayy 


<€Or were you witnesses when death approached Ya‘qitb? When 
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he said unto his sons, “What will you worship after me?" They 

said, “We shall worship your God the God of your fathers, 

Ibrahim, Isma'il and Ishaq.'">[2:133} 
Allah only mentioned Ishaq and Ya‘qub here to show that He 
made Prophets from among his descendants and successors in 
order to give him relief and happiness in his life. This is why 
Allah says, 

425 US 55> 
and each one of them We made a Prophet.> [19:49] 

If Ya‘qab had not become a Prophet in the lifetime of Ibrahim, 
then Allah would not have limited the promise of prophethood 
to him, but He would have mentioned his son Yusuf as well. 
For verily, Yusuf was also a Prophet, just as the Messenger of 


Allah 3% said in a Hadith whose authenticity is agreed upon, 
when he was asked who was the best of people. He #¥ said, 


Ogi JAF Gall ol ail gS GAS) gil dt 5 O88 Bat B35 Cat ge 


‘The Prophet of Allah, Yiisuf, the son of the Prophet of Allah 
Ya'qitb, the son of the Prophet of Allah Ishaq, the son of the 
Friend of Allah Ibrahim 1") 


In another wording of this Hadith, he said, 
gf GRY yf OAs ty msl ol mil i! SN Gi eS Sp 
are 
<Verily, the noble one is the son of the noble one, who is the 
son of the noble one, who is the son of the noble one. That is 


Yiisuf, the son of Ya‘qtib, the son of Ishaq, the son of 
Ibrahim .»!?! 


Concerning Allah’s statement, 


(BUS $6 30 AES HS os Beep 
<And We gave them of Our mercy, and We granted Sidgin 
‘Aliyyan on the tongues.> 
0) Fath AL-Bari 8-212. 
[2] Fath Al-Bari 6 :460. 
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‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Sidgin 
‘Aliyyan means the good praise.” As-Suddi and Malik bin 
Anas said the same thing. Ibn Jarir said, “Allah only said 


‘Aliyyan (loftiness, exalted) because all of the religio 
commend them and mention them with praises, may Allah 
peace and blessing be upon them all.”!?! 


reree 42 7 si if . Me 
oil oh ne 20S nd TG ae & A ese SS - 3a 3% 


€20G Gye 1h LS & dy oe ali 
€51. And mention in the Book, Misa. Verily, he was 
Mukhlasan and he was a Messenger, (and) a Prophet.> 


452. And We called him from the right side of the Mount | 
(Tir), and made him draw near to Us for a talk with him .> 


453. And We granted him his brother Hariin, (also) a Prophet, 
out of Our mercy.> 


Mentioning Musa and Harun 


s 
"Ss 


After Allah had mentioned Ibrahim, the Friend of Allah, and 
commended him, he next mentioned Al-Kalim (the one spoken 


to by Allah directly). Allah sald, 
CE OF AY Bt SSI a SiG 
¢And mention in the Book, Misa. Verily, he was Mukhlasan> 
Ath-Thawri reported from ‘Abdul-Aziz bin Rafi‘, from A 


u 


Lubabah that he said, “The Disciples (of Isa) said, ‘O Spirit|of 
Allah, inform us about the one who is Mukhlis (purely devoted) 
to Allah.’ He said, That is one who does a deed solely for Allah 
and he does not like for the people to praise him.’ ” Others 
recited the word as Mukhlas, which means that he was 


chosen. This is as Allah says, 
toil EES yp 
<Verily, I have chosen you above men.> [7:144] 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


465 B55 3G 


(I At-Tabari 18:208. 
2] At-Tabari 18 :208. 
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qand he was a Messenger, (and) a Prophet .> 


Allah combined these two descriptions for him. For verily, he 
was one of the greatest Messengers and one of the five 
Messengers of Strong Will. They are Nah, Ibrahim, Musa, Tsa 
and Muhammad. May the blessings of Allah be upon them 
and all of the Prophets. 


Allah said, 
Bl 0 oe S555> 
¢And We called him from the side of the Tir.» means Mount 
<5 


right} It was on the right side of Masa when he went seeking a 
burning wood from that fire. He saw its glow in the distance, so 
he set out towards it and found it on the right side of the 
mountain from his direction, at the edge of the valley that he 
was in. This is when Allah, the Exalted, spoke to him and 
called out to him. Allah summoned him to come near and:He 
conversed Ayah with him. 
Concerning His statement, 


4206 Ui NS & AS 
<And We granted him his brother Hariin, (also) a Prophet, out 
of Our mercy .> 
This means, “We responded to his request and his plea on 
behalf of his brother and We made him a Prophet as well.” 


This is as Allah says in another Ayah, 
A Stl gy Bia, Go Lt Yaa Btw bp 
Seer sey 
¢And my brother Hariin he is more eloquent in speech than 


me: so send him with me as a helper to confirm me.Verily, I 
fear that they will belie me.> [28:34] . 
Also, Allah said, 
dithesots HE Eph wp 
¢(Allah said:) “You are granted your request, O Mitsa.” 
[20:36] 
He also said, 
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BlL 400 


fol J Stl 5 & 2h sags I Lot> 
¢So send for Hartin. And they have a charge of crime against 
me, and I fear they will kill me.» [26:13-14] 


Because of this, some of the Salaf (predecessors) said, “No one 
in this life pleaded on behalf of someone else more than Musa 
pleaded for his brother to be a Prophet.” Allah, the Exalted said, 


i Sys LS & A ay 


qAnd We granted him his brother Hariin, (also) a Prophet, out | 


of Our mercy. 


(i 27th ae ce nee oye ee oe ey ge ee ee | 
glad wal 2b SG at Ys 6 203i G6 WB A bce) Asi 3 SiG 
C8 1Ges 6) Le 5G 189 


454. And mention in the Book, Isma'il. Verily, he was true to 


what he promised, and he was a Messenger, (and) a Prophet .> 


€55. And he would enjoin on his family and his people the 
Salah and the Zakah, and his Lord was pleased with him .> 


Mentioning Isma‘il 


Here Allah has commended Ismail, the son of Ibrahim, the 


Friend of Allah. He (Ismail) is the father of all of the Arabs 


Of 


the Hijaz because he was true to what he promised. Ibn 
Jurayj said, “He did not make any promise to his Lord, except 
that he fulfilled it.”"! He never obligated himself to do any act 
of worship with a vow, except that he fulfilled it and carried it 


out, giving it its full due. 
Some said, 


23! S.1o> 


<(he was) true to what he promised.» “This was said about him 


because he said to his father, 
Cikigal & Hy aes 


lf Allah wills you will find me of the patient.» {37:102] 


So he was truthful in that.” Being true to one’s promise is one 


1 At-Tabari 18:211. 
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of the praiseworthy characteristics, just as breaking one’s 
promise is of the detested characteristics. Allah, the Exalted, 
says, 


VCE A al de UE Fee HALE Ye OE os Gon Gall ep 


s 


= 


€O you who believe! Why do you say that which you do not 
do? Most hateful it is with Allah that you say that which you 
do not do.> [61:2-3] 


The Messenger of Allah 3 said, 
AC ae: whe Owe tog hae - 426 26, 7% oo Set P N aer, 
OGLE Sat 115 EE 85 155 055 Ss hy Sob Gta gh 


‘The sign of the hypocrite is three things. When he speaks, he 
lies; when he promises, he breaks his promise; and when he is 
entrusted with something, he is disloyal to his trust»! 


Thus, if these are the characteristics of the hypocrites, then 
behaving contrary to these is a characteristic of the true 
believer. For this reason, Allah commended His servant and 
Messenger Isma‘l, for he was true to his promise. Likewise, 
the Messenger of Allah # was true to his promise. He did not 
promise anyone anything, except that he fulfilled his promise 
to that person. He also commended Abu Al-‘As bin Ar-Rabi‘, 
the husband of his daughter Zaynab, by saying, 


td BS Gl85) «died fase 
«He spoke to me and he told me the truth, and he promised me 
and he fulfilled his promise to me.»'?! 


When the Prophet # died, the Khalifah (his successor), Abu 
Bakr As-Siddiq said, “Whoever received any promise from the 
Messenger of Allah 2% or was owed any debt by him, then let 
him come to me and I will fulfill it on his behalf.” So Jabir bin 
‘Abdullah came and related that the Messenger of Allah # said, 


ora Neen tee “ee ok vert Le - 8S Qf 
AKAY RSG KS Shel yt Mle eke 35 gl 


af the wealth of Bahrain comes (to me), then I would give you 
such and such and such.» 


(1 A)-Bukhari no .33 ,2682 ,2749 ,6095. 
[21 Fath Al-Bari 5 :380. 
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This meant that he would fill his hands with wealth. 

Therefore, when the wealth of Bahrain came (to them), Abu 

Bakr commanded Jabir to come and fill his hands from that 

wealth. Then, he commanded him to do so again, until he 

collected five hundred Dirhams. Then, Abu Bakr gave him its 

double along with it.!! (i.e. one thousand extra Dirhams). | 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


4G 455 58 
¢and he was a Messenger, (and) a Prophet .> 
In this is a proof of Isma‘l’s favored status over his brother, 
Ishaq. Ishaq was only described as being a Prophet, ba 
Isma‘il was described with both prophethood and 


messengership. It is confirmed in Sahih Muslim that the 
Messenger of Allah 3% said, 


Celie] ceatgl aly t, fboi ai Sp 
«Verily, Allah chose Isma'il from the sons of Ibrahim. ..»!?! 
Then, Imam Muslim mentions the rest of the Hadith in its 
entirety. However, this statement proves the correctness | of 
what we have said. 
Allah said, 
Cs hd ke 3% ii gla sal 7 at SG 


¢And he would enjoin on his family and his people the Salah! 
and the Zakah, and his Lord was pleased with him.» 


This is also a beautiful form of praise, a commendable quality, 
and and upright characteristic. He was commanded in this 
way because of his persistence in obedience of his Lord, and 
enjoining his family to do so. 

This is as Allah said to His Messenger 2%, 
¢And enjoin the Salah « on your an and be patient with 
them .> [20:132] 

Also, Allah, the Exalted, said, 


(1) Fath Al-Bari 4:554. 
(21 Muslim 4:1782. 
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Ie KE BELG BOT AE oe Kuh Kat ex gt ep 


vc peerr 5 


CAE U BS BA t dt 525 FG 


€O you who believe! Protect yourselves and your families 
against a Fire (Hell) whose fuel is men and stones, over which 
are (appointed) angels -tern (and) severe, who disobey not, 
(from executing) the con'mands they receive from Allah, but do 
that which they are commanded .> [66:6] 


This means to command them to do good, forbid them from 
evil and do not neglect them. If you do so, and they obey your 
command, the Fire (of Hell) will not devour them on the Day of 
Resurrection. It has been reported in a Hadith from Abu 
Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah 3 said, 


Gets ob wa Gb sip bet, Lad gn y pb 5 Gr ep 
LA AOE yes) Shah, Shed ny, 228 ay an a5 etch 

Fava er 9 9 
‘May Allah have mercy upon a man who gets up at night to 
pray and he wakes his wife. If she refuses to get up, he 
sprinkles water in her face. May Allah have mercy upon a 


woman who gets up at night to pray and she wakes her 
husband. If he refuses to get up, she sprinkles water in his face.» 


This Hadith was recorded by Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah.!"! 
468 OK As (OME GL, A Soh ST g SG 
€56. And mention in the Book, Idris. Verily, he was a man of 
truth, (and) a Prophet .> 
€57. And We raised him to a high station.» 


Mentioning Idris 


Allah complimented Idris for being a truthful Prophet and He 
mentioned that he raised him to a high station. It has 
previously been mentioned that in the Sahih it is recorded that 
the Messenger of Allah 3% passed by Idris on the night of the 
Isra (Night Journey) and he (Idris) was in the fourth heaven. 


"'l Abu Dawud 2:73, Ibn Majah 1:424. 
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458. Those were they unto whom Allah bestowed His grace 
from among the Prophets, of the offspring of Adam, and of 
those whom We carried (in the ship) with Nith, and of the 
offspring of Ibrahim and Israel, and from among those whom 
We guided and chose. When the Aydt of the Most Gracious 
were recited unto them, they fell down prostrate and weeping .> 


These Prophets are the Chosen Ones 


Allah, the Exalted, says that these Prophets (were favored), but 
this does not mean only these Prophets who were mentioned 
in this Surah. Rather, it is referring to all of those who were 


(1 at-Tabari 18:213. 
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Prophets. Allah merely changes the implication of the 
discussion from specific individuals to the entire group of 
Prophets. 


€p5le ro o Sect ¥ me “Bl A Eif> 


<they unto whom Allah bestowed His grace from among the 
Prophets, of the offspring of Adam .> 


As-Suddi and Ibn Jarir both said, “That which is meant by the 
offspring of Adam is Idris, and what is meant by the offspring 
of those ‘whom We carried with Nuh’ is Ibrahim, and what is 
meant by the offspring of Ibrahim is Ishaq, Ya‘qub and Ismail, 
and what is meant by the offspring of Isra‘_l is Misa, Haran, 
Zakariyyé, Yayha and 1s4 bin Maryam.” Ibn Jarir said, “And 
that is the distinction of their genealogies, even though Adam 
gathers all of them (as their original father). This is because 
among them is he who was not a descendant of those who 
were on the ship with Nuh, and he that is Idris. For verily, he 
was the grandfather of Nuh.” I say that this is the most 
apparent meaning, which concludes that Idris is amongst the 
pillars of NGh’s ancestral lineage.!"! 

The view that this Ayah refers to the ancestral lineage of the 
Prophets, is the fact that it is similar to Allah’s statement in 
Stirah Al-An‘am, 


4 ote 2, See og vee bate 8 Ene ge ze cen, eee 
AS Hh ye pte OF ae Bia Ge Ee A55> 
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qi pit bie 
€And that was our proof which We gave Ibrahim against his 
people. We raise whom We will in degrees. Certainly your Lord 
is All-Wise, All-Knowing. And We bestowed upon him Ishaq 


and Ya'giitb, each of them We guided; and before him We 
guided Nuh, and among his progeny Dawiid, Sulayman, 


(1 At-Tabari 18:214. 
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Ayyub, Yiisuf, Misa and Hariin. Thus do We reward the 


doers of good. And Zakariyya, and Yahya, and ‘Isa and Ilyas, 
each one of them was of the righteous. And Isma‘il and Al- 
Yasa’ and Yiinus and Liit and each one of them We preferred 
above the ‘Alamin. And also some of their fathers and their 


progeny and their brethern, We chose them, and We guided 


them to the straight path.>|6:83-87]| 
Until Allah’s statement, 


ace 
{ 2 


CES 145 El sie Salt GSD 


<They are those whom Allah had guided. So follow their 
guidance.» [6:90] 
Allah, the Exalted, says, 
(Oe otis JF ply BE CAS A 
<Of some of them We have related to you their story. And of 
some We have not related to you their story.> [40:78] 


In Sahih Al-Bukhari it is reported from Mujahid that he asked 


Ibn ‘Abbas, “Is there a prostration in Sirah Sad?” Ibn ‘Abbas 


replied, “Yes.” Then he recited, 


224 sar s 


4 es < Ste oe 7 fe wn ot 
Qi Sah ha 4s tal 50a Sail AIT> 


€They are those whom Allah had guided. So follow their 


guidance .> [6:90] 


Ibn ‘Abbas then said, “So your Prophet is one of those who 
have been commanded to follow them. And he is of those who 


should be followed.” !"! — referring to Dawud. 
Allah, the Exalted, said in this noble Ayah, 


45 Sie iE GI Ek ae EOD 


When the Ayah of the Most Gracious were recited unto them, 
they fell down prostrate and weeping .> 


This means that when they heard the Words of se ts 


(1) Fath Al-Bdri 8:14. The reference is to Ayah no. 24 of Sdd (38) 


where it is mentioned that Dawdd, peace be upon him, prostr 
Since Allah ordered following what they were guided to in t 
Aydt of Al-An‘am, then we should also prostrate at the mentio 
the Prophets prostrations, according to Ibn ‘Abbas. 


ated. 


se 
of 
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mentioning His proofs and evidences, they prostrated to their 
Lord in humility, humbleness, praise and thanks for the great 
favors they were blessed with. The word Bukiyan at the end of 
the Ayah means those who are crying, and it is the plural of 
Baki. Due to this the scholars agree that it is legislated to 
prostrate upon reading this Ayah, in following them and 
adhering to their manner of worship. 

6 i Hy NS Sh SS SSB ay Ghai Leu ik as Gp 

4S Sb YEU hy AG Oe Je os 
€59. Then, there has succeeded them a posterity who have lost 
the Salah and have followed lusts. So they will meet Ghaiy.> 


460. Except those who repent and believe, and work 
righteousness. Such will enter Paradise and they will not be 
wronged in aught.> 


They were succeeded by Wicked People and Good People 


After Allah mentioned the party of blessed ones — the Prophets 
and those who followed them by maintainig the limits set by 
Allah and His commandments, fulfilling what Allah ordered 
and avoiding His prohibitions - then He mentions, 


(dE peas tf, GE) 


{there has succeeded them a posterity.) This means later 
generations. 


515i Leatp 
¢who have lost Salah> 


Losing their prayers is when they do not consider the prayers 
obligatory. Therefore they lose, because the prayer is the pillar 
and foundation of the religion. It is the best of the servants’ 
deeds. Thus, these people will occupy themselves with worldly 
desires and delights, and they will be pleased with the life of 
this world. They will be tranquil and at ease in the worldly 
appetites. Therefore, these people will meet with Ghaiy, which 
means loss on the Day of Resurrection. 

Al-Awzai reported from Musa bin Sulayman, who reported 
from Al-Qasim bin Mukhaymirah that he said concerning 
Allah’s statement, 
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¢Then, there has succeeded them a posterity who have lost the 
Salah> 


“This means that they will not keep up with the proper times 
of the prayer, because if it meant complete abandonment of 
the prayer, this would be disbelief.”!"! It is also reported that 
it was said to Ibn Mas‘ad, “Allah often mentions the prayer in 
the Qur’an. He says, | 
EE SAL eS Gh Slp 

¢Those who neglect their Salah.» (107:5] 

And He says, 

Cran CeG KP 

<Those who remain constant in their Salah .> [70:23] | 
And He says, 


€2030E pple E> 
«Who guard their Salah .»” [23:9] 


Then, Ibn Mas‘td said, “This means at its designated times.” 
The people said, “We thought that this was referring to the 
abandonment of the prayer.” He replied, “That would be 
disbelief.”"7!| Masraq said, “No one who guards the five daily 
prayers will be written among the heedless. In their neglect is 
destruction. Their neglect is delaying them past their fixed 
times.”°! Al-Awzaii reported from Ibrahim bin Zayd that Umar 
bin ‘Abdul-‘Aziz recited the Ayah, 


corte sees Mort Soe rey 


4 Sal S53 SH Uy Ghai ct Ak Pas de Glad 
<Then, there has succeeded them a posterity who have lost the : 
Salah and have followed lusts. So they will meet Ghayy.> 


Then, he said, “Their loss was not their abandonment of the 
prayers, but it was by not offering them during their proper 


Ul At-Tabari 18:215, 
2] At-Tabari 18 :216. 


3} At-Tabari 18:216. 
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and prescribed times.”!!! 
Allah said, 
4 SE Sp 
€So they will meet Ghayy.> 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ‘Abbas that he said, 


4 SH G> 
€So they will meet Ghayy.> 
“This means loss.”7|_ Qataédah said, “This means evil.” 
Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Shu‘bah and Muhammad bin Ishaq all 
reported from Abu Ishaq As-Sabii, who reported from Abu 
‘Ubaydah, who reported from ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘id that he said, 
4S Sal G> 
€So they will meet Ghayy .> 


“This is a valley in the Hellfire which is very deep and its food 
is filthy.“*! Al-A‘mash reported from Ziyad, who reported from 
Abu ‘Tyad, who commented Allah’s statement, 


4 Sob G5 

<So they will meet Ghayy.> 
He said, “This is a valley in Hell made of puss and blood.” 
Allah said, 

die JE SG ED 
<Except those who repent and believe and work righteousness .> 

This means, “Except those who recant from giving up the 
prayers and following the desires, for verily, Allah will accept 
their repentance, give them a good end and make them of 
those who inherit the Garden of Delight (Paradise).” For this 
reason Allah says, 

CE SLE G Ml GLE Sih 
(1 At-Tabari 18 :216. 
I At-Tabari 48 :219. 
(3) at-Tabarii 13:28. 
(4) At-Tabari 18 :218. 
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Such will enter Paradise and they will not be wronged in 
aught .> 


This is because repentance wipes away that which was before 
it. In another Hadith, the Prophet 3% said, 


a) CIY B35 ual ie C3 
«The one who repents from sin is like he who has no sin.»!"! 


Because of this, those who repent will not lose anything from 
the (good) deeds that they did. They will not be held 
accountable for what they did before their repentance, thus 
causing a decrease in their reward for deeds that they do after 
their repentance. That is because whatever they did before 
repenting is lost, forgotten and not taken to account. This is 
an honor from the Most Generous and a kindness from the 
Most Gentle. This is an exception that is made for these 
people, similar to Allah’s statement in Surah Al-Furgan, 
€it Vy at Se SH Ot GLE SG ee Gat GE ns Seld 
¢And those who invoke not any other god along with Allah, 
nor kill such person as Allah has forbidden, except for just | 
cause...> until Allah’s statement, 


4oo5 GS 56> 
<and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.» [25:68-70] 


| 
zoe dee FENG shor oy at Corte see peony coe te ee ge yy | 
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NS OE oF tole & OS gl EH ob WES 1S GB PAL 
€61. (They will enter) ‘Adn Gardens which the Most Gracious’ 
has promised to His servants in the unseen. Verily, His 
promise must come to pass.> 


€62. They shall not hear therein any Laghw, but only Salam.. 
And they will have therein their sustenance, morning and 
afternoon .> . 
463. Such is the Paradise which We shall give as an inheritance 
to those of Our servants who had Taqwa.> 


4) Ibn Majah 2:1420. 
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The Description of the Gardens of the Truthful and 
Those Who repent 


Allah, the Exalted, says that the Gardens (of Paradise), which 
the penitent will enter, will be Gardens of ‘Adn, meaning, 
eternity. These are Gardens that the Most Beneficent promises 
His servants in the unseen. This means that these Gardens 
are from the unseen things that they believe in, even though 
they have never witnessed them. They believe in the unseen 
out of their strong conviction and the strength of their faith. 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


£5, or ny 43 
480 9325 36 ALP 
<Verily, His promise must come to pass.> 


This affirms the fact that this will occur, and that it is a 
settled matter. Allah does not break His promise, nor does He 
change it. This is similar to His statement, 


Spb 725 O8> 
¢His promise is certainly to be accomplished .> [73:18] 


This means that His promise will be and there is no avoiding 
it. Allah’s statement here, 


Gb} 
qmust come to pass.» This means that it will come to His 


servants who are striving towards it and they will reach it. 
There are those commentators who said, 


iby 
qmust come to pass.» “This means it is coming, because 
everything that comes to you, you also come to it. This is as the 
Arabs say, ‘Fifty years came to me, and I came to fifty years.’ 


They both mean the same thing (I’m fifty years old).” 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


45 KAD 


<They shall not hear therein any Laghw.> 


This means that in these gardens of Paradise there is no 
ignorant, wasteful and useless speech, like there is in this life. 
He said, 
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<UL yp 
€...but only Salam.» This is an indifferent exception, similar to 
Allah’s statement, 
ENCE UL Sg Ye Ge oA 
«No Laghw will they hear therein, nor any sinful speech. But 
only the saying of: Salam! Salam!> (56:25-26] 
Concerning His statement, 
de 1S Us oy lid 
€And they will have therein their sustenance, morning and 
afternoon ..> | 


This means, in what is similar to mornings and evenings. This 
does not mean that there is a night and a day (in Paradise}, 
but they will be living in times that alternate. They will know 


its lighted times from its lights and illumination. This is as 
Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Hurayrah, who said that the 
Messenger of Allah 3% said, 


Vo sled Shes Y Ad a ai 555 Sle 955 Balt ae oy} Ssh 
iitass Lady ein bi A bya) us 5 bhi 
3 Se BE A 53 0655 oe el JR eh hss aN 
set 5 Be aE ab YG es SEY ty, a 
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‘The first group to enter into Paradise will have forms like the | 
form of the moon on a night when it is full. They will not spit, 
nor will they blow their noses therein. They also will not 
defecate. Their containers and combs will be made of gold and 
silver and their censers will be of aloeswood. Their sweat will be 
the fragrance of musk and each of them will have two wives. The 
marrow of their shins will be visible from beneath the skin due to 
their beauty. They will not have any disputes between them, or 
any hatred. Their hearts will be united like the heart of one man. | 
They will glorify Allah in the morning and evening.»!#) 


I'l Abmad 2:316. 
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Al-Bukhari and Muslim both recorded this narration in the 
Two Sahihs."! Imam Ahmad also recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas 
said that the Messenger of Allah # said, 


Bal be by pall CE Bg Ea OG B Gy OE gD 
‘The martyrs will be upon the banks of a river by the gates of 
Paradise. Over them will be a green dome. Their sustenance 


will be brought out to them from Paradise, morning and 
evening .0!? 


Ahmad is the only one who collected this narration. Ad- 
Dahhdak reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, 


Cis Be oy 
€And they will have therein their sustenance, morning and 
afternoon .> 
“This means the amount of time equal to night and day.” 
Allah said, 
€ inv; 1 ey Gale & by gil rosy ais > 
<Such is the Paradise which We shall give as an inheritance to 
those of Our servants who had Tagwa.> 


This means, This Paradise that We have described with these 
magnificent attributes, it is that which We will cause are pious 
servants to inherit.’ They are those who obey Allah in 
happiness and times of hardship. They are those who 
suppress their anger and they pardon people’s offenses. This is 
as Allah says at the beginning of Surah Al-Mu’minun, 
42 GAE BIS 3 oat iperors cil Sp 

<Successful indeed are the believers. Those who are humble in 

their Salah .> (23:1-2] 
Until His saying, 


4MSas UG 2 Gouall 65 5 aii BSh i 2 Agi> 
¢These are indeed the inheritors. Who shall inherit the 


('l Fath Al-Bari 6 :367, Muslim 4 :2180. 
[2] Ahmad no. 2390. 
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Firdaws. In it they shall dwell forever.» [23:10-11] 
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¢64. And we descend not except by the command of your Lord. 
To Him belongs what is before us and what is behind us, and 
what is between those two; and your Lord is never forgetful .> 


€65. Lord of the heavens and the earth, and all that is between | 
them, so worship Him and abide patiently in His worship. Do. 
you know of any who is similar to Him?» 


The Angels do not descend, except by Allah’s Command 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbds said that the 
Messenger of Allah # said to Jibril, 


1905 95 Ls BT O53 OF Gees we 
‘What prevents you from visiting us more than you do?» 
Then this Ayah was revealed, 


a ot 4% 


46s Ay EE wp 


¢And we descend not except by the command of your Lord.>'" 


Al-Bukhari was alone in recording it and he related it with the 
Tafsir of this Ayah?) Al-‘Awfi reported from Ibn ‘Abbas that 
he said, “Jibril was kept from visiting the Messenger of Allah 
is, so he was disturbed and grieved because of this. Then, 
Jibril came to him and said, ‘O Muhammad, 


4a05 AL vy EE vp 
4And we descend not except by the command of yous 
Lord.»’ "91 
Allah said, 


MM Ahmad 1:23). 
[2] Fath Al-Bari 8 :282. 


{3} At-Tabari 18 :222. This is also reported by others from Ibn mene 
See the previous reference. 
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€To Him belongs what is before us and what is behind us,> 
It has been said that the meaning of “what is before us” refers 


to that which is in this life and “what is behind us” refers to 
the Hereafter. 


{M3 Ke US> 
¢and what is between those two ;> 
This means what is between two blows of the Sur. This is the 
opinion of Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Ikrimah and Mujahid. This was also 
stated by Said bin Jubayr and Qatadah in one narration from 
them. As-Suddi and Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas!"! held this opinion as 
well. It has also been said, 


4G.al 5S Up 

«what is before us? means the future matters of the Hereafter. 
4G Lp 

qwhat is behind us,> means what has taken place in this life, 

4S <u USP 

what is between those two ;> 

means what happens between this life and the Hereafter. A 
statement like this explanation has been reported from Ibn 
‘Abbas, Sa‘d bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Ibn Jurayj 
and Ath-Thawri.'?! Ibn Jarir also preferred this latter 


interpretation. And Allah knows best. 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


425 HS WK tp 
¢and your Lord is never forgetful .>'*! 
Mujahid said, “This means that your Lord has not forgotten you.” 
Allah said, 
dC 65 aN Sect 259 
<Lord of the heavens and the earth, and all that is between 
them,> 


(l At-Tabari 18:224. 
[2] At-Tabari 18:224, Al-Qurtubi 11:129. 
3] At-Tabari 18 :225. 
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ee aa ie 2 Sa‘id bin Jubayr, 
ih 374 WES Bais iegle Bost asi Qatadah, Ibn Jurayj 
and others all said the 
same.!?! Tkrimah related that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “There is no one 
named Ar-Rahman (the Most Beneficent) other than Him, 
Blessed and Exalted is He. Most Holy is His Name.”*! 
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¢€66. And man says: ‘When I am dead, shall 1 then be raised 

up alive?’’> ; 


( At-Tabari 18:226. 
2] At-Tabari 18 :226. 
(31 a)-Qurtabi 11:130. 
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67. Does not man remember that We created him before, while 
he was nothing?> 


¢68. So by your Lord, surely We shall gather them together, 
and (also) the Shayatin, then We shall bring them round Hell, 
Jithyya.> 

69. Then indeed We shall drag out from every sect all those 
who were worst in obstinate rebellion against the Most 
Gracious .> 


€70. Then, verily, We know best those who are most worthy of 
being burnt therein .> 


Man’s Amazement about Life after Death and the 
Refutation against this Amazement 


Allah, the Exalted, informs that mankind is amazed that he 
could be returned to life after death and he thinks that this is 
something farfetched. As Allah says, 
die gE AUG © 65 AS C55 C5 o> 
¢And if you wonder, then wondrous is their saying : ‘When we 
are dust, shall we indeed then be (raised) in a new 
creation?'’>[13:5] 


Allah also says, 


fe fee ee cone iB cod ee wot vice SE pote oe 28 
Body MES Ss NE Seek Ge GG GUS oe ASHE UT Say > Aly 
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<Does not man see that We have created him from Nutfah 2) 
Yet behold he (stands forth) as an open opponent. And he puts 
forth for Us a parable and forgets his own creation. He says: 
“Who will give life to these bones after they are rotten and have 
become dust?” Say: “He will give life to them Who created 
them for the first time! And He is the All-Knower of every 
creation!"'}[36:77-79] 


And Allah says here in this Surah, 


(I See volume seven, the explanation of Surat Al-Hajj 22:4, and Strat 
Al-Mu’mintin 23:13. 
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! 
¢€And man says: ‘When I am dead, shall I then be raised up 
alive?” Does not man remember that We created him before, 
while he was nothing?> 


Allah uses the beginning of creation as a proof for its 
repetition. This means that He, the Exalted, created the 
human being while he was nothing. So can he not repeat this 
creation after the human had actually become something? 
Similalry Allah says; | 


cde Se ilar 


date ial 385 pe BABII ail 55> 


¢And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat 
it; and this is easier for Him.> [30:27} 


In me Sahih it is Pecorded i aad  gneneas of Allah a rey 
ae Sean ic wi iy es oe sig ist a aed, if eth 
ois yas J S355 ody yg oy dy 

“Allah, the Exalted said, ‘The son of Adam denies Me and he 
has no right to deny Me. The son of Adam harms Me and he. 
has no right to harm Me. His denial of Me is his statement that 

I will never repeat His creation like I created him the first time. 
Yet, the second creation is not more difficult upon Me than the. 
first. His harming Me is his statement that I have a son. Yet, I 
am One Alone, the Self-Sufficient Whom all creatures need. He 


Who does not beget children, nor was He born and there is 
none coequal or comparable unto Him ."'1!") | 


Concerning Allah’s statement, 
diet, iad asp 
<So by your Lord, surely We shall gather them together, and 


(1) Ahmad 2:350. 
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the Shayatin,> 


The Lord, Blessed be He the Most High, swears by His Noble 
Self that He will definitely gather all of those who worshipped 
other than Allah and their devils as well. 


- 


¢then We shall bring them round Hell, Jithiyya.> 


Al-‘Awfi related that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “This means sitting and it 
is similar to His statement, 


¢And you will see each nation Jathiyah.»"! ” [45:28] 
As-Suddi commented on the word Jithiyya, “It means 
standing.” It has been reported from Murrah that Ibn Mas‘tid 
said the same. 

Concerning Allah’s statement, 


discs K se Cig BH 
€Then indeed We shall drag out from every sect> 
This means from every nation. This is what Mujahid said.!?! 


the ht EAD ep 
gall those who were worst in obstinate rebellion against the 
Most Gracious.> 


Ath-Thawri reported from ‘Ali bin Al-Aqmar, from Abu Al- 
Ahwas, from Ibn Mas‘id that he said, “The first of them will 
be bound to the last of them until their number is complete. 
Then, they will be brought all together. Then, Allah will begin 
with the greatest of them in crime and continue in succession. 
That is Allah’s statement, 


te SH EO es F oe Codi A 


€Then indeed We shall drag out from every sect all those who 


"I! At-Tabari 18 :227. 
2] At-Tabari 18 :228. 
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were worst in obstinate rebellion against the Most Gracious.>!") 
This is similar to Allah’s statement, 


hie GS ppt CCI Se GY ted cid Me a Veet 1 > 


Mee 


J ot 


<Until they will be gathered all together in the Fire. The last of 
them will say to the first of them: “Our Lord! These misled us, 
so give them a double torment of the Fire.’"> Until His saying, 


CHS ES yd 
€For what you used to earn.> {7:38-39] 


The first of them will say to the last of them: “Your were not 
better than us, so taste the torment for what you used to earn.” 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


Che Hi ob Sil RI 5 Bp 


<Then, verily, We know best those who are most worthy of | 
being burnt therein.> 


Then, at this point Allah attaches one piece of information to 
another. The meaning here is that Allah best knows which of 
His creatures deserve to be burned in the fire of Hell and 
remain there forever and who deserves to have his punishment 
doubled. This is as He says in the Ayah that was previously 
mentioned, 


45555 Y $55 Gin Ks S6p 


¢He will say: “For each one there is double (torment), but you . 
know not." > [7:38] | 


“4000 


Call 335 YH Sa BS Fw cS Se wy Sy KG ad 

Gn 
€71. There is not one of you but will pass over it (Hell); this is 
with your Lord, a decree which must be accomplished .> 


72. Then We shall save those who had Taqwa. And We shall | 
leave the wrongdoers in it, Jithiyya.> 


( Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 5 :533. 
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Everyone will be brought to Hell, then the Righteous will . 
be saved 


Ibn Jarir reported from ‘Abdullah that he said concerning 
Allah’s statement, 


€163,, 3 K aly> 
<There is not one of you but will pass over it.> 


“The bridge over Hell is like the sharp edge of a sword. The 
first group to cross it will pass like a flash of lightning. The 
second group will pass like the wind. The third group will pass 
like the fastest horse. The fourth group will pass like the 
fastest cow. Then, the rest will pass while the angels will be 
saying, ‘O Allah save them, save them.’ ”"] This narration has 
supporting narrations similar to it from the Prophet 2% in the 
Two Sahihs and other collections as well. These narrations 
have been related by Anas, Abu Sa‘tid, Abu Hurayrah, Jabir 
and other Companions, may Allah be pleased with them all. 

Ahmad also recorded that Umm Mubashshar, the wife of 
Zayd bin Harithah, said, “The Messenger of Allah 3% was in 
the house of Hafsah when he said, 


csithy 1535 ag3 Sef 560 bs 
«No one who was present at the battles of Badr and 
Hudaybiyyah (of the Muslims) will enter into the Hellfire.» 
Then, Hafsah said, “Doesn’t Allah say, 
41555 3) Ks asd 
<There is not one of you but will pass over it (Hell) ;> 
The Messenger of Allah # replied by reciting, 
€Then We shall save those who had Taqwa.>'?! 


In the Two Sahihs there is a Hadith reported from Az-Zuhri, 
from Sa‘d from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah 2 
said, 


"I At-Tabari 18 :232. 
(2) Ahmad 6 :362. This Hadith was recorded by Muslim (no. 2496) with 
a slight variation of wording. 
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ech dhs Vy 50 2s xb5 aisle Syd pte oe S55 Ye 


«No one of the Muslims who has had three children, who all 
died, will be touched by the Hellfire, except for an oath that 
must be fulfilled .»!") 


‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam commented on Allah's 
statement, 


1655} Ke 5 
&There is not one of you but will pass over it ;> 
“The passing of the Muslims (over the Hellfire) means their 
passing over a bridge that is over it. But the passing of the 
idolators over the Hellfire refers to their admission to the Fire.” 


As-Suddi reported from Murrah, from Ibn Mas‘id, that he 
said concerning Allah’s statement, 


E 4e 


<this is with your fed ; a Hatman decree.» . 
“An oath that must be fulfilled.”?! Mujahid said, ae 


means preordainment.”!9) Ibn Jurayj said the same.'*! 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


Then We shall save those who had Taqwa .> 


When all of the creatures passed over the Hellfire, and those 
disbelievers and the disobedient people who are destined to fall 
into it because of their disobedience, Allah will save the 
believers and the righteous people from it because of their 
deeds. Therefore, their passing over the bridge and their speed 
will be based upon their deeds that they did in this life. Then, 
the believers who performed major sins will be allowed 
intercession. The angels, the Prophets and the believers will) all 
intercede. Thus, a large number of the sinners will be allowed 
to come out of Hell. The fire will have devoured much of their 


"1 Fath ALBari 3:142, Muslim 4 :2028. 
[2] at-Tabari 18 :237. 
(3) At-Tabari 18 :237. 
(41 at-Tabari 18 :237. 
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bodies, except the places of prostration on their faces. Their 
removal from the Hellfire will be due to the faith in their 
hearts. The first to come out will be he who has the weight of 
a Dinar of faith in his heart. Then, whoever has the next least 
amount after him. Then, whoever is next to that after him, 
and so forth. This will continue until the one who has the 
tiniest hint of faith in his heart, equal to the weight of an 
atom. Then, Allah will take out of the Fire whoever said “La 
ilaha illallah,” even one day of his entire life, even if he never 
performed any good deed. After this, no one will remain in the 
Hellfire, except those it is obligatory upon to remain in the 
Hellfire forever. This has been reported in many authentic 
Hadiths from the Messenger of Allah #. This is why Allah says, 


Cbs G Coat 55 I ast as B 
€Then We shall save those who had Taqwa. And We shall leave 
the wrongdoers in it, Jithyya. >!" 


oc ote 3% eager 


5a, le Re EA Ga Gu WS GT pe GK sk yp 
dots Gi 5a 3 Ss at Ka SF aes 
€73. And when Our clear Ayat are recited to them, those who 


disbelieve say to those who believe: “Which of the two groups 
has the best dwellings and the finest Nadiyyan?"'> 


€74. And how many a generation have We destroyed before 
them, who were better in wealth, goods and outward 
appearance?> 


The Disbelievers boast over Their good Fortune in the 
World 


Allah, the Exalted, informs that when the clear, evident Ayat 
of Allah are recited to the disbelievers, they reject them and 
turn away. They say about those who believe, while boasting 
to them and arguing that their false religion is correct, 


465 Soh) ue 
best dwellings and the finest Nadiyyan.> 


() Fath Al-Bari 13:48. 
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This means the best houses, with the loftiest levels and the 
finest Nadiyyan, which are meeting rooms for men to gather 
and discuss matters. Thus, this means that their meeting 
rooms are full of more people who come to attend. In this they 
were saying, “How can we be upon falsehood while we are jin 
this manner of successful living?” These people were actually 
those who were concealed in the house of Al-Arqam bin Abi 


Al-Arqam and its likes from the other houses. This is as ai 


says about them, 
465) BAS SF Bau Sa Whee GA Sas} 
¢And those who disbelieve say of those who believe: ‘Had it 


been a good thing, they (the weak and the poor) would not have 
preceded us thereto!" [46:11] 


Nuh’s people said, 


€8:55M LG Si 53 
<‘'Shaill we believe in you, when the weakest (of the people) 
follow you?’'» (26:111) 
And Allah says, 


4 


~ 4, 4%. 
ee 


By NY 4k OS SOLS Gt rs GB Gales 
oor Ses = Ay, 
€Thus We have tried some of them with others, that they might 


say: ‘Is it these (poor believers) whom Allah has favored among 
us?" Does not Allah know best those who are grateful?> [6:53] 


This is why Allah refuted their doubts: 
435 of 4 Wl Sp 
€And how many a generations have We destroyed before them> 


This means, “How many nations and generations did We 
destroy of those who denied (this message) due to their disbelief?” 


4655 OF St by 
¢who were better in wealth, goods and outward appearance?> 


This means that they were better than these present people in 
wealth, possessions, looks and appearance. Al-A‘mash reported 
from Abu Zibyan, who reported from Ibn ‘Abbas that he said 
concerning the Ayah, 
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465 Soc ule Hep 
best dwellings and finest Nadiyyan.> 


“Position [Maqam] means home, Nadi means place of 
gathering, wealth refers to material possessions and outward 
appearance is how they look physically.) Al-‘Awfi said that 
Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Position [Maqam] means dwelling, Nadi 
means place of gathering and the blessing and happiness that 
they were living in. This is as Allah says about the people of 
Fir‘awn when He destroyed them and related the story of their 
situation in the Qur’an, 


ER eS ols git Blyth) oS on KE OD 
<How many gardens and springs that they [Fir‘awn's people] 


left behind, and green crops and honored places {[Magam] .> 
[44:25-26] 


Therefore, position (Maqdadm] refers to their dwellings and 
splendid bounties, and Nadi is the places of gathering and 
meeting where they used to congregate. Allah said while 
relating the story to His Messenger # of what happened with 
the people of Lut, 


CELI Kus 3 S35) 


€And practice Al-Munkar (evil deeds) in your meeting places 
[Nadiyakum] .> [29:29] 


The Arabs call a place of gathering a Nadi.’"?! 


ae oe wp eee 6 6 gg othe 2 te See goose fede en ee 6 oP 
ANE Gy UGH Uy Giey & iy Ge BSH Da SG OF SF i> 


qi Aah Uk 38 Bo Spies 
€75. Say: whoever is in error, the Most Gracious will extend 
[circumstances] for him, until, when they see that which they 
were promised, either the torment or the Hour, they will come 
to know who is worst in position, and who is weaker in 


forces.> 
(Y At-Tabari 18 :239,241. 
21 At-Tabari 18 :239. 
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The Rebellious Person is given Respite but He is not 
forgotten 

Allah, the Exalted, says, 


<i> 


<Say> This means, “O Muhammad, say to these people who are 
associating partners with their Lord, while claiming to follow 
the truth, that they are really following falsehood.” 


“eae 


4S 3 OF > 

whoever is in error» This means, ‘be they from us or from you.’ 
i gai 5 SBD 

¢the Most Gracious will extend [circumstances] for him .> 


This means that the Most Beneficent will give him respite |in 
that which he is in, until he meets his Lord and his appointed 
time will have arrived. 


tard 


EGG Gy Sede 0 1 HED 
duntil, when they see that which they were promised, either the 
torment> 
that will strike him, 
CBG OY} ! 
¢or the Hour> that will come suddenly, 
3 As at > 
<they will come to know} at that time, 


Bo e% 


42 CAG, OK Te HD 
<who is worst in position, and who is weaker in forces .> 
This is in refutation of thier argument about their nice 
dwellings and splendid places of gathering. This is a challenge 
against the idolators who claim that they were following 


guidance in what they were doing. This is similar to the 
challenge that Allah mentions about the Jews when He says, 


AF oh SHS AB oso»  Aepl ST ass oy HE alt Hey 


€ Eade wo! 
woe “st 


eee 
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€O you Jews! If you pretend that you are friends of Allah, to 
the exclusion of (all) other people, then long for death if you are 
truthful.» [62:6] 


Meaning, ‘Supplicate for death to come to those who are 
following falsehood among us if you truly claim to be upon the 
truth. If you are true, then this supplication will not harm 
you.’ But they refused to do so. An extensive discussion of this 
has already preceded in Surat Al-Bagarah, and to Allah is the 
praise. Likewise, Allah mentioned the challenge that was given 
to the Christians in Surah Al ‘Imrdn,'"| when they were 
persistent in their disbelief and continued in their 
transgression. They refused to give up their exaggerating claim 
that ‘Isa was the son of Allah. Therefore, Allah mentioned His 
arguments and proofs against the worship of Isa, and that he 
was merely a creature like Adam. After this, Allah said, 


is Sas GEN BS GS ISLS oe GO as GEE Zap 

CN.Gyikell fe A Sol yon Jes KG et Sey 
€Then whoever disputes with you about him after (all this) 
knowledge that has come to you, say: ‘Come, let us call our 
sons and your sons, our women and your women, ourselves 
and yourselves - then we pray and invoke (sincerely) the curse 
of Allah upon those who lie."’> [3:61] 


However, they (the Christians) also retreated from this 
challenge. 

CS Fy OF OS ee TE Coy La lk Wiel Al oS Ays5> 
€76. And Allah increases in guidance those who walk aright. 
And the righteous good deeds that last are better with your 
Lord for reward and better for resort.> 


Increasing Guidance of Those Who are guided 


After Allah mentions the extended time and respite that is 
allowed to those who are in misguidance, increasing them in 
misguidance, He informs of the increase in guidance of those 
who are rightly guided. Similarly He says, 


"1 For these discussions » See volume one, the Tafsir of Sarat Al-Baqarah 
(2:94), and volume two, the Tafsir of Surah Al Imran (3 :61). 
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$1 seth 35 a dys So porns) ie é C C 5} 


¢And whenever there comes down a Sirah, some of them say: 
“Which of you has had his faith increased by it?''> [9:124] 


And the following Ayah also shows this. 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


disuit Lit) 
¢And the righteous good deeds that last» 


Its explanation has already preceded in Surat Al-Kahf,"| along 
with a lengthy discussion concerning it and the related 
Hadiths. 


4013 BS ee ED 


€(they) are better with your Lord for reward .> 


meaning the recompense and reward. 
465 
¢and better for resort.» meaning in the final outcome, the result 


for its doer. 


vege 7 Whe 4 ee ee Be ni Or re a “ots te ree 707 Be 20-75 
ool ke at AN Call abt ety YU aN 5 Ge Gee Gal EID 


tats dec 83 wie OG A, dec Se See wh a 
roa 


477. Have you seen him who disbelieved in Our Ayat and said : 
“I shall certainly be given wealth and children [if I liv 
again] ."'> 

€78. Has he known the Unseen or has he taken a covenant fron 
the Most Gracious?> 


<79. Nay, We shall record what he says, and We shall incre 
his torment ;> 


480. And We shall inherit from him all that he speaks of, and 
he shail come to Us alone.> 


(11 See volume six, the Tafsir of Surat Al-Kahf (18 :46). 
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Refuting the Disbelievers Who claim that They will be 
given Wealth and Children in the Hereafter 


Imam Ahmad reported from Khabbab bin Al-Aratt that he 
said, “I was a blacksmith and Al-‘As bin Wa’il owed me a debt. 
So I went to him to collect my debt from him. He said to me, 
‘No, by Allah, I will not pay my debt to you until you disbelieve 
in Muhammad.’ I replied to him, ‘No, by Allah, I will not 
disbelieve in Muhammad until you die and are resurrected 
again.’ He then said to me, Verily, if I die and am resurrected, 
and you come to me, I will also have abundance of wealth and 
children and I will repay you then.’ Then, Allah revealed these 
Aydt, 
Cov TE BN Ss Ge ee il CHD 
<Have you seen him who disbelieved in Our Ayat and said: “I 
shall certainly be given wealth and children.'’> until, 


405 Gals> 
¢and he shall come to Us alone.>!! 
This was also recorded by the two compilers of the Sahihs and 
other collections as well. In the wording of Al-Bukhari it states 
that Khabbab said, “I used to be a blacksmith in Makkah and 
I made a sword for Al-‘As bin Wa’il. So I went to him to collect 
my pay from him...” then he mentioned the rest of the Hadith 
and he said, 
qe i ie BI J 
or has he taken a covenant from the Most Gracious?> 

“This means an agreement.”!?! 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 

<i Gly 
¢Has he known the Unseen} This is a rejection of the person who 
says, 


() Ahmad 5:111. 
(2! Fath Al-Bari 4:372, Muslim 4:2153. 
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<I shall certainly be given wealth and children .> 
Meaning, on the Day of Resurrection. In other words, “Does he 
know what he will have in the Hereafter, to such an extent 
that he can swear to it?” 


4OGS SEM Sue SEI Np 
¢or has he taken a covenant from the Most Gracious?> 
Or has he received a promise from Allah that he will be given 
these things? It has already been stated that in Sahih Al- 


Bukhari it is mentioned that covenant means an agreement.'! 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


es 


48> 


<Nay,> This is a participle that opposes what came before it 
and gives emphasis to what follows it. 


438 c 2p 


«We shall record what he says,» what he is seeking, and his idea 
that he has given himself about what he hopes for, and his 
disbelief in Allah the Most Great. 


4% Maal on A A Lap 


qWe shall increase his torment.» This is referring to what will 
happen in the abode of the Hereafter, because of his saying his 
disbelief in Allah in this life. 


43,6 b> 

¢And We shall inherit from him all that he speaks of,> 
His wealth and children. It means, “We will take all of this 
from him, in opposition to his claim that he will be given more 
wealth and children in the Hereafter than he had in this life.” 
To the contrary, in the Hereafter that which he had in this life 
will be taken from him. This is why Allah says, 

463 Cals> 
¢And he shall come to Us alone.» without wealth or children. | 
ore TES pete Tp <an % ° “AN he Be BSS is i. at STs on | et > 


(1) Fath Al-Bari 4 :273. 
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BS ye GSE OO AE AST & ga AS Ae, 

tHE 6 
481. And they have taken gods besides Allah, that they might 
give them honor, power and glory.> 


€82. Nay, but they will deny their worship of them, and will 
become their adversaries .> 


€83. See you not that We have sent the Shayatin against the 
disbelievers to push them to do evil .> 


€84. So make no haste against them; We only count out to 
them a (limited) number .> 


The Idols of the Polytheists will deny Their Worship 


Allah, the Exalted, informs about the disbelievers who 
associate partners with their Lord, that they have taken gods 
besides Allah, so that these gods may be a source of honor 
and might for them. They think that these gods give them 
power and make them victorious. Then, Allah mentions that 
the matter is not as they claim, and it will not be as they 
hope. He says, 


pein, SiS KD 
€Nay, but they will deny their worship of them,> on the Day of 
Judgement. 
the jee ISD 
¢and will become their adversaries.» This means that they will be 
foes in a state other than what they think about these gods. 
This is similar to Allah’s statement, 
4 2 BL SAA Ve ode BO tL 
CE pacity 5 ES BE Gat Fat hy GS as 
¢And who is more astray than one who calls upon, besides 
Allah, such as will not answer him till the Day of Resurrection, 
and who are (even) unaware of their calls to then? And when 
mankind are gathered, they will become their enemies and will 
deny their worshipping .> [46:5-6| 
As-Suddi said, 
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tip ste Ket sae es KP 
qNay, but they will deny their worship of them,» 


[1] 


“This means their worshipping of the idols. 
Allah said, 


chen one 538 wy P 
qand will become their adversaries» contrary to what they hoped 
for from these gods. 

As-Suddi said, 

ds one EBS} 

¢and will become their adversaries.» “They will be in severe 


opposition and argument.” 
Ad-Dahhak said, 


ihe pyle S955> 


€and will become their series “This means enemies.”7! . 


The Power of the Devils over the Disbelievers 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


doe fi a SeaSa i Shi cicg GE tip 


<See you not that We have sent the Shayatin against the 
disbelievers to push them to do evil .> 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “They will lead 
them astray with temptation.”! Al-‘Awfi said that Ibn ‘Abbas 
said, “They will incite them against Muhammad 3 and his 
Companions.”*! Qatadah said, “They will harass them and 
disturb them until they disobey Allah.”5! ‘abdur-Rahman bin 
Zayd said, “This is similar to Allah’s statement, 


Ul At-Tabari 18:251. 
21 At-Tabari 18 :250. 
3! At-Tabari 18:251. 
(1 Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 5 :538. 
'S) At-Tabari 18 :252. 
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> ~ 4 


¢And whosoever turns away blindly from the remembrance of 
the Most Gracious, We appoint for him a Shaytan to be a 
companion for him .>"! ” [43:36] 


Concerning Allah’s statement, 


te 0r ne 


€So make no haste against them; We only count out to them a 
(limited) number .> 


This means, “Do not be hasty with the punishment that is 
going to befall them, O Muhammad.” 


405 ca) 35 yd 
€We only count out to them a number.> 


This means, “We are only delaying them for a fixed 
appointment whose time is numbered. They are destined for 
that and there is no escaping the torment of Allah and His 
exemplary punishment.” 

Allah says, 


Cipuill Ja es hk Ht ss DD 


¢And consider not that Allah is unaware of that which the 
wrongdoers do. [14:42] 


And He says, 
C018 Sed GST Sd 
4So0 give a respite to the disbelievers; deal gently with them for 
a while.> [86:17] 


And Allah says, 
4 y is A ys Gy> 


We postpone the punishment only so that they may increase in 
sinfulness.» [3:178] 


diese i Sp AS FS GE 


() At-Tabari 18 :252. 
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gai ri EREA <We let them enjoy for a 


Sean little while, then in the 
au eee clei end We shall oblige them 


to (enter) a great 


COG Sie AC big 
Bh ee Atte 4 tare § dee ay torment. > [31:24] 
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cone Le a toca ENE. “4-444: ll tion is the (Hell) Fire 
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ih oi eatin. As-Suddi said, 
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€85. The Day We shall gather those with Taqwa unto the Most 


Gracious (Allah), like a delegation .> 


486. And We shall drive the criminals to Hell, in a thirsty 
state .> 


€87. None shall have the power of intercession, but such a one | 


as has received permission (or promise) from the Most Gracious 
(Allah) .> 


The Condition of the Righteous and the Criminals on 


the Day of Resurrection 


Allah, the Exalted, informs about His righteous friends, who 
feared Him in the life of this world. They followed i 
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Messengers and believed in what the Messengers told them. 
They obeyed them in what they commanded them and 
abstained from that which they prohibited. Allah explains that 
He will gather these people on the Day of Resurrection like a 
delegation that has come to Him. A Wafd (delegation) is a 
group that arrives while riding and from it comes the word 
Wufid (arriving). They will come riding upon noble steeds of 
light from the riding animals of the Hereafter. They will arrive 
before the Best Receiver of delegations at the abode of His 
honor and pleasure. In reference to the criminals, who denied 
the Messengers and opposed them, they will be driven violently 
to the Hellfire. Allah says, 


€taiy> 
¢In a thirsty state.» This means parched and thirsting for drink. 


This was stated by ‘Ata’, Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah and many others.!"! Here it will be said, 


CoG Sh Ui Baya Bp 
<Which of the two groups is best in Magim (position) and the 
finest Nadiyyan (meeting place) .>[19:73] 


Ibn Abi Hatim reported from ‘Amr bin Qays Al-Mulai, who 
reported from Ibn Marziiq that he said, 


Cols ENN Sy Saktit 78 5p 
<The Day We shall gather those with Taqwa unto the Most 
Gracious, like a delegation .> 


“When the believer comes forth from his grave, he will meet 
the most handsome form he has ever seen and it will have the 
nicest fragrance. He will say, ‘Who are you?’ The being will 
reply, ‘You do not know me?’ The believer will say, ‘No, but 
Allah has made you sweet smelling with a handsome face.’ The 
being will say, I am your righteous deeds. This is how you use 
to beautify and apply fragrance to your deeds in the worldly 
life. | was riding upon you in the entire length of your worldly 
life, so will you not ride upon me now?’ So the believer will 
therefore mount the creature. This is the meaning of Allah’s 
statement, 


(1 At-Tabari 18:253, Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 5:541. 
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CEN SEN Sy Sahil F22 65> 
<The Day We shall gather those with Taqwa unto the Most 
Gracious, like a delegation .>” 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, 
4M SK Sy Sa 32 (5p 
<The Day We shall gather those with Taqwa unto the Most 
Gracious, like a delegation .> 
“Riding.”"! His saying, 
diy, 2 ee St Supa Sy 
€And We shall drive the criminals to Hell, in a thirsty state.» 
This means parched and aA 


iaabt E545 Yp 


None shall have the power of intercession, > 


There will be no one who can intercede for them like the 


believers who intercede for each other. Allah says about them, 


ve ne 


415 oF ge GG elie on OF SP 
«Now we have no intercessors, nor a close friend.» [26:100- 
101] 
Allah said, 


Gigs SM Le SEI gn Vp 


¢but such a one as has received permission (or promise) from 
the Most Gracious.> 


This is a separate exclusion, which means, “But those who 
have taken a covenant with the Most Beneficent.” This 


covenant is the testimony that none has the right to 


be 


worshipped but Allah, and upholding of its rights and 


implications. ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah PepOried that Ibn ‘Abbas said, 


Gigs Sal Le agi o = Sp 


<but such a one as has received permission (or promise) from 


the Most Gracious .> 


1) At-Tabari 8:380. 
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“The promise is the testimony that none has the right to be 
worshipped but Allah, that the person accepts that all power 
and strength belong to Allah and he only places his hope with 
Allah alone.”!!! 


ar ¢e Gace berg 


Sct 3 a3 is) TA) 3 3 fs i ae nyty fai RO ibis > 
Sed Ng ee an OG gk Ge ol (ea Soi Ga BN Z oe 
pases he wt Ca) Wee. gait die Sy ens et 3 o jee ol | sat 


te 353 acai en 4 ale is @ Ww 4 
€88. And they say: “The Most Gracious (Allah) has begotten a 
son .""> 
€89. Indeed you have brought forth (said) a thing Idda.> 


€90. Whereby the heavens are almost torn, and the earth is 
split asunder, and the mountains Hadda.> 

€91. That they ascribe a son to the Most Gracious.> 

€92. But it is not suitable for the Most Gracious that He 
should beget a son.> 


493. There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes unto 
the Most Gracious as a slave .> 


€94. Verily, He knows each one of them, and has counted them 
a full counting .> 


€95. And everyone of them will come to Him alone on the Day 
of Resurrection .> 


The Stern Rejection of attributing a Son to Allah 


After Allah affirms in this noble Surah that Is& was a 
worshipper and servant of Allah and He mentioned his birth 
from Maryam without a father, He then begins refuting those 
who claim that He has a son. Holy is He and far Exalted is He 
above such description. 

Allah says, 


(25 AG) ANS SEN SAT ssp 
€And they say: ‘'The Most Gracious has begotten a son." 


0) At-Tabari 18 :257. 
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Indeed you have brought forth> 
This means, “In this statement of yours.” 
di, Cd 
¢a thing Idda.> 
Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah and Malik all said, “Terrible.” It 
has been said that it is pronounced Iddan, Addan, and Adda 
with elongation on the first vowel. All three of these 


pronunciations are known, but the most popular is the first. | 
Allah said; 


ge Wes J i< avs Si 5 54 GNI Gs, 5; Se EEN ee p 
20h 
<Whereby the heavens are almost torn, and the earth is split | 


asunder, and the mountains Hadda, that they ascribe a son to 
the Most Gracious .> 


that is, out of their high esteem for Allah, when they hear this 
statement of wickedness coming from the Children of Adam. 
The reason for this is that these are creatures of Allah and 
they are established upon His Tawhid and the fact that there 
is no deity worthy of worship except Him. He has no partners, 
no peer, no child, no mate and no coequal. Rather, He is the 
One, Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures are in need of. 
Ibn Jarir reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said concerning Allah’s 
statement, 


a 


4 ey Be vee Ze 400 be re ° - 2. oer eves - ° | 

oon i A cei Sci 52) GAT G55 a Yh Egcat Nees> 
420.0 

<Whereby the heavens are almost torn, and the earth is split 


asunder, and the mountains Hadda, that they ascribe a son to | 
the Most Gracious .> 


“Verily, the heavens, the earth, the mountains and all 
creatures — except for humans and Jinns - are frightened by 
the associating of partners with Allah. Creation will almost 
cease existing before the association of partners with Allah, 
due to His Greatness. Just as the idolator does not benefit b 
his good deeds because of associating partners with Allah, we 
hope that Allah would forgive the sins of those who believed in 
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His absolute Oneness by worshipping Him alone. The 
Messenger of Allah 3 said, 
eed D553 oye He DU Sh at Vy dy Y Sf sgt asp elie 


‘Encourage your dying people to testify to La ilaha illallah, for 
whoever says it at the time of their death, they will definitely 
enter into Paradise.» 


The people said, “O Messenger of Allah, what about he who 
says it while in good health?” He replied, 
sais Cail tals 
‘This will necessitate his entrance into Paradise even more.» 
Then he said, 
5 SHE OS Sed US Se SIRO te Soy QF Gill 
sh f Bi Y Yo of bys tis35 cod ds Ges GE 
iy ced GAN 
«I swear by He Whom my soul is in His Hand, if the heavens 
and the earths, and all that is in them, between them and under 
them, were brought and placed in a balance of a scale, and the 


testimony of La ildha illallah was placed on the other side of the 
scale, the testimony would outweigh all of it.» 


This was recorded by Ibn Jarir''! and it is supported by the 
Hadith related to the story of the card.'7| And Allah knows 
best. 

Ad-Dahhak said, 


diy 558 2gcen MeLSp 
<Whereby the heavens are almost torn,» “This means to be split 


apart into pieces due to the fear of the magnificence of Allah.” 
‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, 


tii 55 
¢and the earth is split asunder,> 


(1 at-Tabari 18:258. 


[2] Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7 :330, refering to the text wherein it is stated 
that the Kalimah will outweigh ninety-nine scrolls of recorded bad 
deeds reaching as far as can be seen on the Day of Judgement. 
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“This is due to its anger on behalf of Allah, the Mighty and 
Sublime.” 


455 Sci >) 


7S 


qand the mountains Hadda.p 


Ibn ‘Abbas said, “This means to be torn down.” Sa‘id bin 
Jubayr said, “Haddan means some of it is broken by other 
parts of it in succession.” 

Imam Ahmad reported from Abu Musa that he said that the 
Messenger of Allah #% said, 


el 8 AD also SOE Gy at ye toe Gil Oe pol ici we 
eer gee op aoe ates, 
"read th ably 
‘There is no one more patient than Allah concerning something 
harmful that he hears. For verily, partners are associated with 
Him and a son is ascribed to Him, while He is the One Who 
gives them good health, protects them and sustains them »"| 


This narration is also recorded in the Two Sahihs. In one 
wording of it he said, 


Cog e559 35 NG I Slats gp 
«.,.that they attribute a son to Him, while He is the One Who | 
sustains them and gives them good health»! : 
Allah said; 
0G SE A ty ep 
€But it is not suitable for the Most Gracious that He should 
beget a son. 


Meaning that it is not befitting of Him, nor is it appropriate for 
His lofty majesty and greatness. There is no coequal for Him 


| 
in His creation, because all creatures are His slaves. This is 
why He says, | 


eA eer oe ME oN fer ah ne 9 fer wey . - & 
pis eal ae So ok Vy NG ost g o Je ap 


[1] Ahmad 4:405. 
[2] Fath Al-Bari 10 :527, Muslim 4:2160. 


316 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes unto the 
Most Gracious as a slave. Verily, He knows each one of them, 
and has counted them a full counting.» 


He knows their number from the time He created them, until 
the Day of Resurrection, male and female, both the small and 
the large of them. 


O35 st a ab 
¢And everyone of them will come to Him alone on the Day of 
Resurrection .> 


This means that there will be no helper for him and no one to 
save him, except Allah alone, Who has no partners. He judges 
His creatures as He wills and He is the Most Just, Who does 
not do even an atom’s weight of injustice. He will not wrong 
anyone. 


Alay, 25555 SG GIG BN A Jee eh UL Ln al > 
2 foe eee 6 LD sh x vibe 4 yee are? 
pte tt do 95 ot A SS OTS wy 5 util a FS 
EAU oth red “4 oe 
4G555 CS IG 
€96. Verily, those who believe and work deeds of righteousness, 
the Most Gracious will bestow love for them.> 


€97. So, We have made this easy in your own tongue, only 
that you may give glad tidings to those who have Taqwa, and 
warn with it the people that are Ludda.> 


498. And how many a generation before them have We 
destroyed! Can you find a single one of them or hear even a 
whisper of them?» 


Allah places Love of the Righteous People in the Hearts 


Allah, the Exalted, informs about His believing servants, who 
work righteous deeds - deeds that He is pleased with because 
they are in accordance with the legislation of Muhammad 3% - 
that He plants love for them in the hearts of His righteous 
servants. This is something that is absolutely necessary and 
there is no avoiding it. This has been reported in authentic 
Hadiths of the Messenger of Allah # in various different ways. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Prophet 2% said, 
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56 Seb G8 Col A ate 6 dt ce es te Sot ty a Sp 
5 te Gabtl 15) at Sy 2591 Sai Jogo este has 
ob cis BE as Je cael Ob Jat ar oy een Bh og | 

aN go ak DAs 


«Verily, whenever Allah loves a servant of His, He calls Jibril 
and says, ‘'O Jibril, verily I love so-and-so, so love him." 
Thus, Jibril will love him. Then, he (Jibril) will call out to the 
dwellers of the heavens, ‘Verily, Allah loves so-and-so, so you 
too must love him." Then the dwellers of the heavens love him 
and he will be given acceptance in the earth. Whenever Allah 
hates a servant of His, He calls Jibril and says, ‘'O Jibril, verily 
I hate so-and-so, so hate him."’ Thus, Jibril will hate him. 
Then, he (Jibril) will call out amongst the dwellers of the 
heavens, ‘Verily, Allah hates so-and-so, so you too must hate 
him." Then the dwellers of the heavens hate him and hatred for 
him will be placed in the earth.0') 


Al-Bukhari and Muslim reported narrations similar to this. 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Prophet # said, 


[2] 


KS gS eb OG SIS ce Git de on Sef Gp 
io, Ladi YD: Jes 3 aot S35 WU oS Jaf gp Seat ize 

SG wal A ka os Ls 
«Whenever Allah loves a servant of His, He calls Jibril 
(saying), “Verily, I love so-and-so, so love him." Then, Jibril 
calls out into the heavens and love for him descends among the | 
people of the earth. That is the meaning of the statement of — 
Allah, the Mighty and Sublime: €Verily, those who believe and 
work deeds of righteousness, the Most Gracious will bestow love 


11) Ahmad 2:413,514. 
(2) Fath Al-Bari 1:476, Muslim 4 :2030. 
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for them.>""| » [19:96] 


This was also reported by Muslim and At-Tirmidhi and At- 
Tirmidhi said, “Hasan Sahih.”! 


The Qur’an descended to give Glad Tidings and to warn 
Allah said; 
4455 Lipp 
¢So, We have made this easy> 
meaning the Qur’an. 
{212 > 
€in your own tongue,> 
This is an address to Prophet Muhammad 3 and it means 
that the Qur’an is in the pure, complete and eloquent Arabic 
language. 
that you may give glad tidings to those who have Taqwa,> 
those who respond to Allah and believe in His Messenger 3%, 
45 US oy Sats) 
¢and warn with it the people who are Ludda.> 

meaning, the people who have deviated away from the truth 
and are inclined towards falsehood. 
His saying, 

¢And how many a generation before them have We destroyed!> 


means from the nations that disbelieved in the signs of Allah 
and rejected His Messengers. 


€Can you find a single one of them or hear even a whisper of 
them?> 


Meaning, ‘have you seen any of them or even heard a whisper 


1") ‘Abdur-Razzaq 10:450. 
21 Muslim 4:1031, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8 :608. 


is 


from them.’ Ibn ‘Abbas, Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Ikrimah, Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri, Said bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak and Ibn Zayd all said, 
“This means any sound.”!! Al-Hasan and Qatadah both said 
that this means, “Do you see with your eye, or hear an 
sound?! 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Sarah Maryam. All praise 
and thanks are due to Allah. Following this will be the Tafs 
of Sarah Ta Ha, Allah willing and all praise is due to Allah. 


(1 At-Tabari 18 :265. 


(2! At-Tabari 18:265. 
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The Tafsir of Sirah Ta Ha 
(Chapter - 20) 


Which was revealed at Makkah 
pa] —_ I al —~} 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 


Ske He A Geek yg oct Ge Gt cp 


ONT 3G oil BUA Cet pol fe seat a isl Eo PX 
Yt ja: BS ot SB wal 2 ay 5h aS 5 a 


4G ti 4 


41. Ta Ha.> 

¢2. We have not sent down the Qur'an unto you to cause you 
distress ,> 

€3. But only as a Reminder to those who fear (Allah).> 

<4. A revelation from Him Who created the earth and high 
heavens .> 

€5. The Most Gracious Istawa the Throne.» 

46. To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on 


the earth, and all that is between them, and all that is under 
the soil .> 

¢7. And if you speak aloud, then verily, He knows the secret 
and that which is yet more hidden .> 


<8. Allah! There is no God but Him! To Him belong the Best 
Names .> 


The Qur’an is a Reminder and a Revelation from Allah 


We have already discussed the separated letters at the 
beginning of Surah Al-Baqarah, so there is no need to repeat 
its discussion here. 

Allah says, 


4A aol GE GA t> 


JOB iY ENA 
(Sars neS eNLZi at Clty 
AS OD Gps 38 oasis 
OES Sal ete lo 553 

ecieal ts 


” 
of cod? 


Fei aac it Gab 


% 


SS NI Bale TE 


«We have not sent down 
the Qur'an unto you to 
cause you distress,> 

Juwaybir reported 
that Ad-Dahhak said, 
“When Allah sent the 
Qur’aéan down to His 
Messenger 34, he and 
his. Companions adh- 
ered to it. Thus, the 
idolators of the 
Quraysh said, ‘This 
Qur’an was only reve- 
aled to Muhammad to 
cause him distress.’ 


Sere ye Be i eet ere ee . ore | Therefore, Allah 
sibetoys @ BALEAlag leila xsd! revealed, 

a reece tard meatal eon 4 here antster ste 
AAT ay) SSG 21 Foe aig ao 


SOCIO Abe A505 
77 ee 4 ta oped o tedhen se o% wwe 
optls Stef UES SL GT SGI ay Stas 
OCGA tO Eg Coreg aS 

; 131 


“ ig 7 ‘ 7 ee 4 ° 
Caer Sl) site Ui Sedgis 


€Ta Ha. We have not 


Pa Seyte ree ve ty pep eteae SI AK wi 
OG zit it Hy Scie at ae jy sent down the Qur'an 


unto you to cause you 
distress, but only as a 


Reminder to those who fear (Allah) >"! 

The matter is not like the people of falsehood claim. Rather, 
whomever Allah gives knowledge to, it is because Allah wants 
him to have an abundance of good. This like what is 
confirmed in the Two Sahihs on the authority of Ibn Mas‘ad, 
who said that the Messenger of Allah 2% said, 


ets 


CoM 8 Age It wy dil of La 
‘Whomever Allah wants good for, then He gives him the 
understanding of the religion .»!?1 
Mujahid commented on Allah’s statement, 


(1 aj-Qurtubi 11:167. 
(21 Fath Al-Bari 1:197, Muslim 2:719. 
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<We have not sent down the Qur'an unto you to cause you 
distress, 
“This is like His statement, 
dis AU MesbD 
— ae as much of the Qur'an as may be easy (for you).> 
:20 


For, the people used to hang ropes at their chests (to hang on 
to when tired) in the prayer.”!"! Qatadah said, 


42 pa Seal AL OA Ly 


¢We have not sent down the Qur'an unto you to cause you 
distress ,> 


“No, by Allah, He did not make it a thing of distress. Rather, 


He made it a mercy, a light and a guide to Paradise.” 
Allah said, 
450588 gl Geek wp 

<But only as a Reminder to those who fear (Allah) .> 
Allah revealed His Book and sent His Messenger 3% as a mercy 
for His servants, so that the person who reflects may be 
reminded. Thus, a man will benefit from what he hears of the 
Book of Allah, it is a remembrance in which Allah revealed 


what He permits and prohibits. 
His saying, 
4250 Sah GM GE Ss a> 

€A Revelation from Him (Allah) Who has created the earth and 

high heavens .> 
means, This Qur’A4n, which has come to you, O Muhammad, 
is a revelation from your Lord. He is the Lord of everything 
and its King. He is Most Able to do whatever He wills. He 


created the earth with its low depths and dense regions. He 
created the lofty heavens with their high altitudes and 


( At-Tabari 18 :269. 
[2] At-Tabari 18 :269. 
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subtleties.’ It has been reported in a Hadith, which At-Tirmidhi 
and others graded as authentic, that the density of each sky of 
the heavens is the distance of five hundred years travel and 
the distance between it and the next heaven is also five 
hundred years,!"! 

Concerning Allah’s statement, 


qh Boll fe aly 
¢€The Most Gracious Istawa the Throne.> 


A discussion concerning this has already preceded in Surat Al- 
A‘raf, so there is no need to repeat it here.'?! The safest path 
to take in understanding this, is the way of the Salaf 
(predecessors). Their way was to accept that which has been 
reported concerning this from the Book and the Sunnah 
without describing it, reinterpreting it, resembling it to 
creation, rejecting it, or comparing it to attributes of the 
creatures. 

Concerning Allah’s statement, 

qos ES US ES ONT 9 OS SEI gE Alp 

<To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the 

earth, and all that is between them, and all that is under the 

soil .> 
This means all of this is owned by Him and in His grasp. It is 
all under His control, will, intent and judgement. He created 
all of this, He owns it and He is the God of all of it. There is 
no true God other than He and no Lord other than He. 

Concerning Allah’s statement, 


4al E2 USp 
dand all that is under the soil .> 


Muhammad bin Ka‘b said, “This means that which is beneath 
the seventh earth.”!! 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


1] Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:185. The scholars consider this text to be 
authentic only from one of the Companions. 


[2] See volume four, the Tafsir of Strat AlL-A ‘raf (7 :54). 
3) at-Tabari 18 :271. 
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€And if you speak aloud, then verily, He knows the secret and 
that which is yet more hidden.> 


This means that He Who revealed this Qur’an, has also 
created the high heavens and the earth and He knows that 
which is secret and what is even more hidden. As Allah says, 
CIS tb See 8, ANG ogcat g jaf pie will Ot Bp 

<Say: “It has been sent down by Him Who knows the secret of 

the heavens and the earth. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most 

Merciful .""> [25:6] 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, 

45h 530 fad 
<He knows the secret and that which is yet more hidden .> 

“The secret is what the son of Adam hides within himself, and 


4355 
<that which is yet more hidden .> 


is the deeds of the son of Adam, which are hidden before he 
does them. Allah knows all of that. His knowledge 
encompasses that which has passed and that which is in the 
future and it is one, complete knowledge. In this regard, all of 
the creatures are as one soul to Him. That is the meaning of 
His statement, 


ied Eee I KEG ME 
€The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only 
as a single person.» [31:28]!!! 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 
4G KN i Fy ay Y al> 
¢Allah! There is no God but Him! To Him belongs the Best 
Names .> 
This means, ‘He Who revealed this Qur’an to you (O 


Ol At-Tabari 18 :272. 
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Muhammad), He is Allah, there is no God except Him. He is 
the Owner of the Best Names and the most lofty attributes.’ 


Kas Ja v6 don oy GT ah IG US 4 Bet Lat GT is; 
dist Jal Je At fe oS 
€9. And has there come to you the story of Miisa?> 


€10. When he saw a fire, he said to his family: ‘Wait! Verily, 
I have seen a fire; perhaps I can bring you some burning brand 
therefrom, or find some guidance at the fire."> 


A Discussion of the Message of Musa 


From this point, Allah begins to mention the story of Musa, 
how revelation began to come to Him, and Allah’s speaking 
directly to him. This occurred after Masa had completed the 
time agreed upon between he and his father-in-law that he 
would herd sheep. He was traveling with his family, and it has 
been said that he was headed for the land of Egypt, after 
having been away from it for more than ten years. He had his 
wife with him and he became lost on the way during a cold, 
wintery night. Therefore, he settled down, making a camp 
between some mountain passes and mountains that were 
covered with snow, sleet, dense clouds, darkness and fog. He 
began to try to make a fire with a kindling device he had with 
him, in order to produce some light, as was customary. 
However, it would not kindle anything and it even stopped 
giving off sparks. While he was in this condition, he saw a fire 
from the side of the mountain. It appeared to him to be a fire 
glowing from the right side of the mountain from where he 
was. He then announced the good news to his family saying, 


tat, Kas di vt ein yp 
<Verily, I have seen a fire; perhaps I can bring you some 
burning brand> 
This means a flame from a fire. In another Ayah he said, 
€ Gl i pit sp 


¢or a burning firebrand.» [28:29]> This is a coal that has a 
burning flame. 


4ojes Sip 
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that you may warm yourselves.> [28:29] This proves that it was 
in fact cold weather at that time. 
Concerning his statement, 


€ uh > 
¢some burning brand} This proves that it was dark. 
In reference to his statement, 
dsm si § Ai s> 
or find some guidance at the fire.> 
This means someone who can guide me to the road. This 
proves that he lost the road. This is as Ath-Thawri reported 


from Abu Sa‘id Al-A‘war, from ‘Ikrimah, from Ibn ‘Abbas that 
he said concerning Allah’s statement, 


455m si fe ah Sfp 
dor find some guidance at the fire.» 
“This means someone who will guide me to the road. They 
were cold and had lost their way. Then, when he (Musa) saw 
the fire he said, ‘Either | will find someone who can guide us 


to the road, or at least I can bring you all some fire that you 
can kindle with.’ ”!"! 


SiS Le Sh Sy ES GU gy hs od GS Ew 

‘Cede glat ab ott Oy Yad gh a Leb ape 

SB AGS HIS By & EF ot Gat i ken Decal & 
VG Oye GY 

€11. And when he came to it (the fire), he was called by name: 

"“O Misa!’’> 

€12. “Verily, I am your Lord! So take off your shoes; you are 

in the sacred valley, Tuwa."> 

€13. “And I have chosen you. So listen to that which will be 

revealed (to you)"'> 


€14. “Verily, I am Allah! There is no God but Me, so worship 


''l at-Tabari 18 :277. 
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Me, and perform Salah for My remembrance."'> 


€15. ‘Verily, the Hour is coming - and I am almost hiding it 
- that every person may be rewarded for that which he 
strives .""> 


416. ‘Therefore, let not the one who believes not therein, but 
follows his own lusts, divert you therefrom, lest you perish." 


The First Revelation to Musa 
Allah, the Exalted, says, 
cil tap 
¢And when he came to it,> 
This is referring to the fire when he approached it. 


eases Gao 
¢He was called by name: ‘‘O Miisa!''> 
In another Ayah it says, 


ra 


Oa es A PRB & Mec Ca g SAT ON get x asp 
47) 
¢He was called from the right side of the valley, in the blessed 
place, from the tree: “O Misa! Verily, I am Allah.'’>(28:30] 
However, here Allah says, 


45 a> 
<Verily, I am your Lord!> 
meaning, ‘the One Who is talking to you and addressing you,’ 


455 Gop 
<So take off your shoes ;> 
‘Ali bin Abi Talib, Abu Dharr, Abu Ayyub and others of the 
Salaf said, “They (his sandals) were from the skin of a donkey 
that was not slaughtered.” It has also been said that he was 
only commanded to remove his sandals due to respect for the 
blessed spot.!"! 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


(1) At-Tabari 18:278. 
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<b> 
<Tuwa> ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “It is the 
name of the valley.”'! Others have said the same. This is 
merely mentioned as something to give more explanation to the 
story. It has also been said that it is a figure of speech, which 
comes from the command to place his feet down. It has also 
been said that it means ‘doubly sacred’ and that Tuwd is 
something that has repetitious blessings. However, the first 
opinion is most correct. It is similar to Allah’s statement, 
420 EF oll Ge S56 Lp 

When his Lord called him in the sacred valley of Tuwa.> 

[79:16] 
Allah’s statement, 

aise Ud 
¢And I have chosen you.> is similar to His statement, 
€ Ki sy AIG LUI 3D 

€I have chosen you above men by My Messages, and by My 

speaking (to you).> [7:144] 
This means over all human beings of that time. It has also 
been said that Allah said, “O Musa, do you know why I chose 
to speak to you directly out of all of the people?” Musa said, 
“No.” Allah then said, “Because I have not made anyone 
humble himself as much as you have humbled yourself.” 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 

do EZb> 
€So listen to that which will be revealed .> 
“Now listen to what I say to you and what I reveal to you.” 
qi 9 hy VG yap 
<Verily, I am Allah! There is no God but Me,> 


This is the first obligation upon all responsible people of age, 
that they know that there is no God worthy of worship except 


0) At-Tabari 18 :281. 
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Allah alone, Who has no partners. 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


darcbp 
¢so worship Me,> This means, “Single Me out alone for worship, 
and establish My worship without associating anything with 
Me.” 
de Zo3 iat hp 
<and perform Salah for My remembrance. 

It has been said that this means, “Pray in order to remember 
Me.” It has also been said that it means, “And establish the 
prayer whenever you remember Me.” There is a supporting 
evidence for this second statement in a Hadith recorded by 
Imam Ahmad from Anas, who said that the Messenger of Allah 
2% said, 

apts wor bp 555 hy Glade de Gab ST alan 2 pSds1 485 bp 

degZoa iat b> 6 

(Whenever one of you sleeps past the prayer, or he forgets to 

pray, then let him pray when he remembers it. For verily, 

Allah said, And perform Salah for My remembrance.ps!"! 
In the Two Sahihs it is reported from Anas that the Messenger 
of Allah 3% said, 

es Vy ud 50S Y ti555 18 chad Of USS GS SN asks Be aU te 

«Whoever slept past the prayer, or forgot it, then his expiation 

is that he prays it when he remembers it. There is no expiation 

for it other than that .!?! 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 

dine Seat Sp 

<Verily, the Hour is coming> This means that it is established 


and there is no avoiding it. It will be and it is inevitable. 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


4eadi 61> 


(1 Ahmad 3:184. 
!2) Fath ALBari 2:84, Muslim 1:477. 
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<1 am almost hiding it» Ad-Dahhak related from Ibn ‘Abbas that 
he used to recite it as, “I almost kept it hidden - from 
myself.”'! Ibn ‘Abbas then would say, “Because nothing is ever 
hidden from Allah’s Seif.”?! ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from 
Ibn ‘Abbas that he said, 


ati 01> 
€1 am almost hiding it.» “This means that no one knows its 
appointed time except Me (Allah).”"*! 


Allah also said, 


few 2 2s te ot ocde 
428, Yy KE YANG ogee g Sip 


¢Heavy is its burden through the heavens and the earth. It 
shall not come upon you except all of a sudden.> [7:187] 


This means that its knowledge weighs heavily upon the 
dwellers of the heavens and the earth. 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


45 ot F iad 
that every person may be rewarded for that which he strives.> 


“I will establish it and it is inevitable. I will certainly reward 
every person who does something, according to what he did.” 


er er 44 


Cis 06 Se Js ot hs SH a, I 
€So whosoever does good equal to the weight of an atom shall 
see it. And whosoever does evil equal to the weight of an atom 
shall see it.» [99:7-8] 

hss BF vs GD 
€You are only being requited for what you used to do.> (52:16) 
Allah said, 
<Therefore, let not divert you the one who believes not 
therein ,> 


"l Fath Al-Qadir 3:36). 
[21 Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 5 :563. 
'3} At-Tabari 18 :285. 
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Posies riy SBE The address here is 

ag \ sive cen geerit. [directed towards all 
peae Mawes, BY individuals who are 
ASIST Gana sash aiet responsible (and 
BiG ez oi he capable of taking 
Lab pals i Kisin (ate heed to this message). 


ceo POoF eS Pd od 


ON WY 9 AgaL Vole cre ee This means, “Do not 
50 =o ‘ne snlonlne follow the way of the 


fe 8G “ae 
se ees rn aegetar: person who does not 
cs RRR an believe in the Hour 

on) ae 

Bala ads acres (Day of Judgement) 
ACLU Eas and he only pursues 
Kok wee veces his desires in this 
as iG Wo Jesh Ges worldly life. He 


sot Hite disobeys his Lord and 

ne _-, jjonly follows his 

ORG RG desires. Whoever 
Td th ote 


\ AavGjilescupiicy jPehaves like these 
stay go@ tise » people, then verily he 


Egat isa duh eased has failed and lost. 
KSB SE Cases csi 
BI6ED Ye NEL TODS SISK copes dlest you perish.» This 


eAee Ate berate Sexe rr means that you will 
MY S31 5s cele aly fr RAR fete be destroyed and 


ruined. 

4207 MC GD 
¢And what will his wealth avail him when he goes down (in 
destruction)? [92:11] 


ra tas 


ot? 


oe 


Bi be Bb OE ees Sze BM With Ck, a Sp 
Y Gsb IG 5 wees TS & b G . aed Gal IG Ss ieee 

CRIM ine Cds U8 
€17. “And what is that in your right hand, O Mitsa?"'> 


418. He said: "This is my stick, whereon I lean, and 
wherewith I beat down branches for my sheep, and wherein I 
find other uses." 


419. (Allah) said: ‘Cast it down, O Miisa!'’> 
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€20. He cast it down, and behold! It was a snake, moving 
quickly .> 

€21. Allah said: ‘Grasp it and fear not; We shall return it to 
its former state."> 


The Stick of Misa turned into a Snake 


This was a proof from Allah for Musa and a great miracle. 
This was something that broke through the boundaries of 
what is considered normal, thus, it was a brilliant evidence 
that none but Allah could do. It was also a proof that no one 
could come with the likes of this (from mankind) except a 
Prophet who was sent (by Allah). 

Concerning Allah's statement, 


tiers Ga Hb up 


¢And what is that in your right hand, O Miisa?> 


Some of the scholars of Tafsir have said, “He (Allah) only said 
this to him in order to draw his attention to it.” It has also 
been said, “He only said this to him in order to affirm for him 
what was in his hand. In other words, that which is in your 
right hand is a stick that you are familiar with. You will see 
what We are about to do to it now.” 


Cie Hees, EAE Sp 
¢And what is that in your right hand, O Miisa?> 
This is an interrogative phrase for the purpose of affirmation. 
de East GLae & Sip 
<He said: “This is my stick, whereon I lean..." 
I lean on it while I am walking. 


dk EG abd 
and wherewith I beat down branches for my sheep,> 


This means, 1 use it to shake the branches of trees so that 
the leaves will fall for my sheep to eat them.’ ‘Abdur-Rahman 
bin Al-Qasim reported from Imam Malik that he said, “[It is] 
when a man places his staff into a branch and shakes it so 
that its leaves and fruit will fall without breaking the stick. It 
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is not the same as striking or beating.”!"! 
Mahran also said the same. 
Concerning his statement, 
48 2G ta D> 
éand wherein I find other uses .> 
This means other benefits, services and needs besides this. 
Some of the scholars took upon themselves the burden of 
mentioning many of these obscure uses. 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 
ike 75 GA Sap 
¢(Allah) said: ‘Cast it down, O Miisa!l’’> 
“Throw down this stick that is in your right hand, O Musa.” 
dij uh Te 6 WTOD 
éHe cast it down, and behold! It was a snake, moving 
quickly .> 
This means that the stick changed into a huge snake, like a 
long python, and it moved with rapid movements. It moved as 


if it were the fastest type of small snake. Yet, it was in the form 
of the largest snake, while still having the fastest of movements. 


45 
<moving quickly.» moving restlessly. 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 
45M ie Ge 
4We shall return it to its former state.> the form that it was in, as 
you recognized it before. 


Maymtn bin 


“oe ves LEN ot tar ow ever oat “A yor 4 ao 
Go & eb “nga ae ge ne oe ae Ce dete Gl sy pocls> 
ei | & eet et - “3% --7 W% ae i ores 6. A oeee 
Isa J Ss wets J I IG sb A) ote dh oot wr eS 
oy ere Oe RO Ud 2 east Sn eye L028 Chee 
sat eat ge sl & be J Jeb ds bee ad ot ae Holy 
oo 76 a OL ee SIE Aer ee oa sf . te gE 
GS hy ais 185 He EAT si a Ded 
ey aed 
5 end 


1) Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 5 :564. 
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422. “And press your (right) hand to your (left) side: it will 
come forth white (and shining), without any disease as another 
sign,""> 

423. “That We may show you (some) of Our greater signs."'> 
€24. "Go to Fir‘awn! Verily, he has transgressed ."’> 

€25. He said: “O my Lord! Open for me my chest.""> 

€26. “And ease my task for me ;''> 

427. “And loosen the knot from my tongue,"'> 

€28. “That they understand my speech." 

€29. “And appoint for me a helper from my family,""> 

€30. “Hariin, my brother."’> 

431. “Increase my strength with him,"’> 

432. “And let him share my task,""> 

€33. “That we may glorify You much,"’> 

€34. “And remember You much,'> 

435. "Verily, You are ever seeing us." 


The Hand of Miisa turning White without any Disease 


This is the second sign of Musa. That is Allah has commanded 
him to place his hand into the opening of his garment, as is 
clearly stated in another Ayah. It mentioned here merely as a 
passing reference, saying: 


qe J} I A> 
¢And press your hand to your side :> 
Allah said in another Ayah, 
55 3 DOS op DG La & tees ah Gp 
€And draw your hand close to your side to be free from fear. 
These are two signs from your Lord to Fir‘awn and his chiefs .> 
[28:32] 
Mujahid said, 
Ans I 5G psp 
¢And press your hand to your side :> 
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“This means put your palm under your upper arm.” When 
Musa put his hand into the opening of his garment and 
brought it out, it came out shining as if it were a half moon. 
Concerning His statement, 


it will come forth white, without any disease> 
This means without any leprosy, ailment, or disfigurement. 
This was stated by Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Tkrimah, Qatadah, 
Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi and others.”! Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, 
“He brought it out, and by Allah, it was as if it were a lamp. 
From this Masa knew that he had surely met his Lord, the 
Mighty and Sublime.”°! This is why Allah says, 
4 gM Gt & Day 
<That We may show you (some) of Our greater signs.> 


Allah commanded Misa to go to Fir‘awn to convey the 
Message 


Allah said, 
42h By Ses SL ip 
4Go to Fir'awn! Verily, he has transgressed .> 
This means, “Go to Fir‘awn, the king of Egypt, whom you left 
Egypt fleeing from, and invite him to the worship of Allah 
alone, Who has no partners. Command him to treat the 
Children of Israel well and to not torment them. For verily, he 


has transgressed, oppressed, preferred the worldly life and 
forgotten the Most High Lord.” 


The Supplication of Musa 
4.6 gS wes UAT SS IG 
<(Miisa) said: “‘O my Lord! Open for me my chest, and ease 
my task for me."'> 


I At-Tabari 18 :297. 
2) At-Tabari 18 :297,298. 
3) At-Tabari 18 :298. 
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Musa requsted his Lord to expand his chest for his mission. 
For verily, He was commanding him with a great task and a 
weighty affair. He was sending him to the mightiest king on 
the face of the earth at that time. He was the most arrogant 
and severe of all people in his disbelief, and He had the largest 
army and the most powerful kingdom. He was the most 
tyrannical and the most obstinate of rulers. His case was such 
that he claimed not to know Allah at all, and that he knew of 
no god for his subjects other than himself. Along with this, 
Musa lived in his home for a period of time as a child. He 
stayed in Fir‘awn’s own room and slept on his bed. Then, after 
this, he killed one of their people and feared that they would 
retaliate by killing him in return. Thus, he fled from them and 
remained an outlaw during this entire time. Then, after all of 
this, His Lord sent him to them as a warner calling them to 
worship Allah alone, without associating partners with Him. 
This is why he said, 


Chg et be Bd 
€O my Lord! Open for me my chest, and ease my task for me.> 


This means, “I cannot perform this task if You do not help me, 
aid me and support me.” 
€And loosen the knot from my tongue, that they understand 
my speech .> 


This is referring to the lisp that he had. This lisp was a result 
of an incident when he was presented a date and a hot coal 
stone and he placed the coal on his tongue instead of the 
date. A detailed explanation of this story is forthcoming in the 
following chapters. However, he did not ask Allah to remove 
this affliction all together. Rather, he asked for removal of his 
stammering so the people would understand what he intended 
in his speech. He was only asking for what was necessary to 
deliver his message. If he had asked for the removal of his 
affliction in its entirety, it would have been cured for him. 
However, the Prophets do not ask for any more than what is 
required. Therefore, he was left with the remnants of this 
accident that took place with his tongue. Allah informed of 
what Fir‘awn said concerning him, 
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4d 16S G Saas A AG Ga AD 


¢<Am I not better than this one who is despicable and can 
scarcely express himself clearly?>[43:52] 


This means that he is not eloquent in speech. 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


Cree) ge OS Be Ss bos J ued 


€And appoint for me a helper from my family, Hartin, my 
brother .> 


This was also a request from Musa concerning something not 
pertaining to himself. That was his request for the assistance 
of his brother, Haran. Ath-Thawri reported from Abu Sa‘id, 
from ‘Tkrimah, who said that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Haran was 
made a Prophet at the same moment that Muasd& was made a 
Prophet.” Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ‘A’iishah went out 
intending to perform ‘Umrah and stopped to camp among 
some bedouins. While she was among them she heard a man 
say, “Which brother in this life was the most beneficial to his 
brother?” The people said, “We do not know.” The man said, 
“By Allah, I know.” ‘A'ishah said, “I said to myself about his 
swearing, that he should not swear such an oath, singling 
himself out as knowing what person was of most benefit to his 
brother.” The man said, “It is Musa, when he asked for 
prophethood to be bestowed upon his brother.” Then ‘A’ishah 
said, “By Allah, he has spoken truthfully.” This is why Allah 
commended Musa by saying, 


ifs ail Lee SGD 
<And he was honorable before Allah .>(33:69] 
Concerning Musa’s statement, 
iS aa, SEI} 


¢Increase my strength with him.» Mujahid said, “This means to 
make my back strong.” 


0) Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 5 :567. 
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€And let him share my task.» make him my consultant in this 
matter. 


isd Is HS HA Sd 
<That we may glorify You much, and remember You much.> 


Mujahid said, “A servant of Allah is not considered of those 
who remember Allah much until he remembers Allah while 
standing, sitting and lying down.”!' 

Concerning his statement, 


<Verily, You are ever seeing us.> 


This means in Your choosing us, giving us the prophethood 
and sending us to Your enemy, Fir‘awn. So unto You is all 
praise for this. 


ra a 4 ee a et orte Gig ep Pr Cee 74 on 40 
G dl d) Cel Ames ie oe a, tite a ca) i Sep 


A 5s J SK CEE yetah fai all Sb aad ot gaat J tek 
436. (Allah) said: ‘You are granted your request, O Miisa!"’> 
437. ‘‘And indeed We conferred a favor on you another time 


(before).’’> 

438. "When We inspired your mother with that which We 
inspired .""> 

€39. “Saying: ‘Put him (the child) into the Tabit and put it 
into the river; then the river shall cast it up on the bank, and 
there, an enemy of Mine and an enemy of his shall take him.' 
And I endued you with love from Me, in order that you may be 
brought up under My Eye."'> 


440. ‘When your sister went and said: ‘Shall I show you one 
who will nurse him?' So We restored you to your mother, that 
she might cool her eyes and she should not grieve. Then you 
did kill a man, but We saved you from great distress and tried 
you with a heavy trial.'"> 


(1 Al-Qurtubi 14 :186. 
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Glad Tidings of the acceptance of Misa’s Supplication 
and the Reminder of the Previous Blessings 


This is a response from Allah to His Messenger, Musa, for 
what he requested from His Lord. It also contains a reminder 
of Allah’s previous favors upon him. The first was inspiring his 
mother when she was breastfeeding him and she feared that 
Fir‘awn and his chiefs would kill him. Masa was born during a 
year in which they (Fir‘awn’s people) were killing all of the 
male children. So she placed him in a case and cast him into 
the river. The river carried him away and she became grieved 
and distressed, as Allah mentioned about her when He said, 


we ee ~s 0 ooo ere % oS RB ork 
CG FES AVS oy 0 Sie ot BS tf GG A> 


¢And the heart of the mother of Miisa became empty. She was 
very near to disclose his (case) had We not strengthened her 
heart.» [28:10] 


So the river carried him to the home of Fir‘awn. 
40555 He 39) Sey ea In ALE 


€Then the people of Fir'awn picked him up, that he might 
become for them an enemy and a (cause of ) grief.» [28:8] 


Means that this was a destined matter, decreed by Allah. They 
were killing the male children of the Israelites for fear of 
Musa’s arrival. Therefore, with Allah having the great authority 
and the most perfect power, He determined that Musa would 
not be raised except upon Fir‘awn’s own bed. He would be 
sustained by Fir‘awn’s food and drink, while receiving the love 
of Fir‘awn and his wife. This is why Allah said, 
5 22 Ade Sai, A Stay § She tL > 
¢and there, an enemy of Mine and an enemy of his shall take 
him. And I endued you with love from Me,> 


This means that I made your enemy love you. Salamah bin 
Kuhayl said, 


44% 


<And I endued you with love from Me,> 
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“This means, ‘I made My creatures love you.’ ”"! 
tise & Eah> 
¢in order that you may be brought up under My Eye.> 
Abu ‘Imran Al-Jawni said, “This means, ‘You will be raised 


under Allah’s Eye.’ 7! 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


<When your sister went and said: ‘Shall I show you one who 
will nurse him?’ So We restored you to your mother, that she 
might cool her eyes> 


When he was accepted into the house of Fir‘awn, women were 
brought in attempts to find someone who might be able to 
nurse him. But he refused to breast feed from any of them. 
Allah, the Exalted, says, 


455 ot Gotl acle CaeSy 
¢And We had already forbidden (other) foster suckling mothers 
for him> [28:12] 


Then, his sister came and said, 
ities Hh ph ead AK oo gil & SM Up 
€Shall I direct you to a household who will rear him for you, 
and look after him in a good manner? [28:12] 


She meant, “Shall I guide you to someone who can nurse him 
for you for a fee?” So she took him and they went with her to 
his real mother. When her breast was presented to him, he 
took it and they (Fir‘awn’s family) were extremely happy for 
this. Thus, they hired her to nurse him and she achieved great 
happiness and comfort because of him, in this life and even 
more so in the Hereafter. Allah, the Exalted, says here, 


CEG BS wh 5 sexsy 


<So We restored you to your mother, that she might cool her 
eyes and she should not grieve .> 


(1) At-Tabari 18 :303. 
21 Fath Al-Qadir 3 :367. 
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<but We saved you from 
great distress> 
This is what he was 


SENEGAL IGIOL Sa 
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<Fear you not. You have escaped from the people who are 
wrongdoers .> [28:25] 
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4% 
oe he pba 


qth NSE 
€40. Then you stayed a number of years with the people of 


Madyan. Then you came here according to the fixed term which 
I ordained (for you), O Miisa!> 


¢41. And I have chosen you for Myself.> 


€42. Go you and your brother with My Ayat, and do not, you 
both, slacken and become weak in My remembrance .> 
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443. Go both of you to Fir'awn, verily, he has transgressed .> 


444. And speak to him mildly, perhaps he may accept - 
admonition or fear (Allah) .> 


Choosing Musa to go to Fir‘awn and to be Soft and 
Gentle in His Invitation 


Allah, the Exalted, says in His address to Musa that he had 
lived among the people of Madyan, avoiding Fir‘awn and his 
chiefs. He worked as a shepherd for his father-in-law until the 
appointed time for his work ended. Then he met the decree of 
Allah and His predetermined will, without him having any set 
appointment. This entire situation was under the control of 
Allah, Blessed be He, the Most High. He compels His servants 
and His creatures to whatever end He wills. This is why Allah 
says, 


; € 


€Then You came here according to the fixed term which I 
ordained (for you), O Mitsa!> 


Mujahid said, “For a set appointment. ‘Abdur-Razzaq 
recorded that Ma‘mar reported from Qatddah that he said, 


»s{ 1] 


<Then You came here according to the fixed term which I 
ordained (for you), O Miisa!> 


“For the decree of messengership and prophethood.”"?! 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


“her of, 


4205 oid desl, 
¢And I have chosen you for Myself.> 


This means, “I have chosen you and selected you to be a 
Messenger for Myself. This is as I wish and according to My 
will.” Concerning the Tafsir of this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded 
that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah 2% said, 


Ball Se EAs GO Cab cil ST yoy dle gn 5 est odes 


(1) At-Tabari 18:311. 
21 ‘Abdur-Razzaq 3:17. 
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ges op OE 8 its SE go gle Us Shes SE ad 56 sag 

tease fal 
‘Adam and Miisa met,"! and Miisa said, “You are the one 
who made things difficult for mankind and you caused them to 
be evicted from Paradise.” Adam said, ‘Are you the one whom 
Allah chose for His Message, and He selected you for Himself 
and He revealed the Tawrah to you?" Miisa replied, “Yes.” 
Then Adam said, ‘Did you find that it was preordained upon 


me before He (Allah) created me?" Misa replied, ‘'Yes.”’ 
Therefore, Adam defeated Misa's argument .»'?! 


Both Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded this narration. 
Concerning Allah's statement, 


486 SAG ch caslp 
<Go you and your brother with My Ayéat,> 
This means with My proofs, evidences and miracles. 


455 3 Y> 
¢And do not, you both, slacken and become weak in My 
remembrance .> 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah related from Ibn ‘Abbas that he said, “This 
means do not be slow.”9] Mujahid reported that Ibn ‘Abbas 
said, “This means do not be weak.” The meaning here is that 
they should not slacken in the remembrance of Allah. Rather, 
they both should remember Allah during their meeting with 
Fir‘awn so that the remembrance of Allah can be an aid for 
them against him. The remembrance of Allah would be their 
strength and their power that would defeat him. 

Allah’s statement; 


Circa A Ses dy Tay 
<Go both of you to Fir'awn, Verily, he has transgressed .> 
"1 That is before intercession on the Day of Resurrection. 


1 Fath Al-Bari 8:288, Muslim 4 :2043 2044. 
(31 At-Tabari 18 :312. 
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means that he has rebelled and become haughty and insolent 
against Allah and he has disobeyed Him. 


dick JE MEG ALD 

€And speak to him mildly, perhaps he may accept admonition 

or fear (Allah).> 
This Ayah contains a great lesson. Even though Fir‘awn was 
the most insolent and arrogant of people and Misa was the 
friend of Allah among His creation at that time, Musa was still 
commanded to speak to Fir‘awn with mildness and softness. 
Therefore, their invitation to him was with gentle, soft and 
easy speech that is used by one who is a close friend. This is 
so that the message may have more effect on the souls, and so 


it would have deeper and more beneficial results. This is as 
Allah, the Exalted, says, 


Ci oo Bh Alesy ETT aS CL a gat Bi 


<Invite (mankind) to the way of your Lord with wisdom and 
fair preaching, and argue with them in a way that is better.> 
[16:125] 


Concerning Allah’s statement, 
efi JE Alp 
¢perhaps he may accept admonition or fear (Allah) .> 


This means that perhaps he will recant from that which he is 
in of misguidance and destruction, 


4.6% Ip 
<or he will fear 
meaning that he will become obedient due to fear of Allah. 
This is as Allah says, 
CGE OS S50 
¢For such who desires to remember or desires to show his 
gratitude.> [25:62] 


Thus, to remember means to recant from that which is 
dangerous, and fear means to attain obedience. 


“S77 
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445. Both of them said: ‘Our Lord! Verily, we fear lest he 
should hasten to punish us or lest he should transgress."'> 


446. He (Allah) said: ‘Fear not, verily, 1 am with you both, 
hearing and seeing."’> 


447. “So go you both to him, and say: ‘Verily, we are both 
Messengers of your Lord, so let the Children of Israel go with 
us, and torment them not; indeed, we have come with a sign 
from your Lord! And peace will be upon him who follows the 
guidance!"'> 


€48. ‘Truly, it has been revealed to us that the torment will be 
for him who denies, and turns away.’ '’> 


Misa’s fear of Fir‘awn and Allah’s strengthening Him 
Allah, the Exalted, informs that Masa and Haran pleaded to 
Allah, expressing their grievance to him: 
<Verily, we fear lest he should hasten to punish us or lest he 
should transgress .> 


They meant that Fir‘awn might seize them unexpectedly with a 
punishment, or transgress against them by tormenting them, 
when they actually did not deserve it. Ad-Dahhak reported 
from Ibn ‘Abbas that he said that transgress here means, “To 
exceed the bounds.”!! 


4h UTES gh GE ¥ Sep 
¢He (Allah) said: ‘Fear not, verily, I am with you both, 
hearing and seeing ."'> 


meaning; “Do not fear him (Fir‘awn), for verily, 1 am with you 
and I hear your speech and his speech as well. I see your 
place and I see his place as well. Nothing is hidden from Me of 


(01 Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 5 :580. 
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your affair. Know that his forehead is in My Hand, and he 
does not speak, breathe, or use any force, except by My leave 
and after My command. I am with you by My protection, My 
help and My support.” 

4265 V5 Oy VB A> 


€So go you both to him, and say: “Verily, we are both 
Messengers of your Lord..."'> 


Musa admonishes Fir‘awn 
Concerning his statement, 
¢indeed, We have come with a sign from your Lord!> 
meaning with evidence and a miracle from your Lord. 
eelll A g & HD 
€And peace will be upon him who follows the guidance!» 


meaning, ‘peace be upon you if you follow the guidance. 
Because of this, when the Messenger of Allah #% wrote a letter 
to Heraclius, the emperor of Rome, beginning with, 


ae spa! eke pe ss an Jy) J Reese. Ae) eral pol BY ety 
iby pl ub piel Bey yesh Be dy al sad GI ys “i 
ee Beat 4u\ 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 
From Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah, to Heraclius the 
emperor of Rome. Peace be upon him who follows the guidance. 
Thus, to proceed: Verily, I invite you with the invitation of 


Islam. So accept Islam and you will be safe, and Allah will give 
you a double reward .»'" 


Due to this, Masa and Hariin said to alate 


° 4 ae Bee ee 


oe f & OK J th al § GQ we wii cole de latiy> 


¢And peace will be upon him who follows the guidance! Truly, 


(Fath AlLBari 1:42. 
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it has been revealed to us that the torment will be for him who 
denies, and turns away .> 


In His flawless revelation, Allah has revealed to us that 
torment is prepared exclusively for those who reject the signs 
of Allah and turn away from His obedience. As Allah says, 
Est pet By ral Gat gd hs mma A Cp 
<Then for him who transgressed all bounds, and preferred the 
life of this world, Verily, his abode will be Hellfire.» (79:37-39] 
Allah, the Exalted, also says, 

40.555 OI ait os BS Sy Gis vee ye 6 SED 
<Therefore I have warned you of a blazing Fire. None shall 
enter it save the most wretched. Who denies and turns away .> 
[92:14-16] 

Allah also says, 
41S LE SG REY Ske GD 
€So he neither believed nor prayed! But on the contrary, he 
belied and turned away.> [75:3 1-32] 
This means that he denied with his heart and turned away by 
his actions. 
SUG SG ejecta B Aah wh F ful oll GH Ss Lesa (SF oS Sep 
HG be YS iS ke Hh JE UM of tit 
449. Fir‘awn said: “Who then, O Misa, is the Lord of you 
two?"'d 
€50. [Miisa] said: ‘Our Lord is He Who gave to each thing its 
form and nature, then guided it aright.""> 
451. [Fir'awn] said: What about the generations of old?''» 


452. [Misa] said: ‘The knowledge thereof is with my Lord, in 
a Record. My Lord neither errs nor forgets.” 


The Conversation between Musa and Fir‘awu 

Allah, the Exalted, informs about Fir‘awn that he said to 
Musa, in his rejection of the existence of a Supreme Maker 
and Creator, Who is the God of everything and his own Lord 
and Owner: 
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ts2$5, B85 Sb 
Who then, O Miisa, is the Lord of you two?> 


meaning “Who is the one who called you forth and sent you? 
For verily, I do not know him and I have not given you any 
god other than myself.” 
Bia Baal eK Ll all Sp 
<(Miisa) said: ‘Our Lord is He Who gave to each thing its 
form and nature, then guided it aright."’> 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah related that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “He is saying 
that He created a mate for everything.”!! Ad-Dahhak said that 
Ibn ‘Abbas said, “He made the man a man, and the donkey a 
donkey and the sheep a sheep.” Layth bin Abi Sulaym 
reported from Mujahid that he said, “He gave everything its 
form.” Ibn Abi Najih said that Mujahid said, “He fashioned the 
creation of every moving creature.” 

Said bin Jubayr said concerning His statement, 


quis Bit uF SBD 


<(Who) gave to each thing its form and nature, then guided it 
aright.> 


“He gave each of His creatures what is suitable for its 
creation.”!?] Therefore, He did not give man the form of a wild 
beast, nor did He give wild beasts the form of the dog. 
Likewise, the dog’s form is not like the sheep’s. He also gave 
creature a suitable spouse, and He influenced everything 
towards that mate. There is no species of creation that is 
exactly like another species. They are different in their actions, 
their forms, their sustenance and their mating. Some of the 
scholars of Tafsir have said that this statement, “He gave to 
each thing its form and nature, then guided it aright,” is 
similar to Allah's statement, 


4D els 35 5 sity > 
<And Who has measured; and then guided .> [87:3] 


(1) At-Tabari 18:316. 
(2 Al-Qurtubi 11 :204. 
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This means He measured out an ordained amount (of 
sustenance, actions, etc.) and then guided His creatures to it. 
He wrote the deeds, the appointed times of death and the 
provisions. Then, the creatures traverse upon that and they 
are not able to avoid it, nor are they able to abandon it. In 
this Ayah Musa is saying that our Lord is the One Who 
created the creation, measured out its ordainment and 
compelled the creatures to that which He wanted. 


CRIN obi JG J 
€(Fir‘awn) said: ‘What about the generations of old?''> 


The most correct opinion concerning the meaning of this, is 
that when Misa informed Fir‘awn that his Lord Who sent him 
is the One Who creates, sustains, ordains and guides, Fir‘awn 
began to argue, using the previous generations as a proof. He 
was referring to those people of old who did not worship Allah. 
In other words, “If the matter is as you say, then what 
happened to those people? They did not worship your Lord. 
Instead they worshipped other gods besides Him.” Musa said 
to him, in response to this, that if they did not worship Allah, 
then Allah knows precisely what happened to them and He 
will give them just recompense for their deeds, as is written in 
Allah’s Book (of decrees). This Book is called Al-Lawh AI- 
Mahfiz (The Preserved Tablet) and it is the Book of Deeds. 


Yiaeeaed 


455 Fb ben Yd 
My Lord neither errs nor forgets .> 


This means that nothing eludes Him and He does not miss 
anything, whether it is small or great. He does not forget 
anything and His Most Exalted knowledge is described as 
encompassing everything. Blessed be He, the Exalted, the Most 
Holy and free of any imperfections. The knowledge that 
creatures have has two deficiencies. The first is that it does 
not completely encompass anything, and the second is that 
the creature is prone to forget after knowing. Therefore, Allah 
has declared Himself above such deficiencies. 
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drab 16 WE ah i ssl 6 KEE ys Sh 
453. Who has made earth for you like a bed; and has opened 
" ways for you therein, and has sent down water (rain) from the 
sky. And We have brought forth with it various kinds of 


vegetation .> 


454. Eat and pasture your cattle; verily, in this are Ayat for 
men of understanding .> 


455. Thereof We created you, and into it We shall return you, 
and from it We shall bring you out once again.> 


€56. And indeed We showed him (Fir‘awn) all Our Ayat, but 
he denied and refused .> 


The Completion of Misa’s Reply to Fir‘awn 


This is from the completion of Musa’s speech concerning the 
description of His Lord when Fir‘awn asked him about Him. 
He (Musa) said, 


dis # tit i Fd old 


¢He Who gave to each thing its form and nature, then guided 

it aright.> 
Then, Fir‘'awn attempted to present some argumentative 
rebuttal during Masa’s reply. Yet, Musa continued by saying, 
“He is the One Who made the earth as a bed for you.” Some 
recited the word as Mihddan and others recited it as Mahdan, 
which means ‘a place of rest that you settle down upon.’ It 
also may mean ‘that which you stand upon, sleep upon or 
travel upon its back.’ 


ea 


Ge 3 SI 5p 
¢and has opened ways for you therein .> 


This means, ‘He made roads for you to walk upon their 
shoulders.’ This is just as He, the Exalted, said, 


Eee pid Mt hts ya Cees 
€And placed therein broad highways for them to pass through, 
that they may be guided .> [21:31] 


“ee 
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¢and has sent down water from the sky. And We have brought 
forth with it various kinds of vegetation .> 


referring to the various species of plants, such as vegetation 
and fruits. Some are sour, some are sweet, some are bitter 
and there are other kinds as well. 


€KcAi Went iy is 
<Eat and pasture your cattle a 


meaning, ‘something that is food for you and a palatable fruit 
for you, and something that is for your cattle as fodder for 
them, both green and dry.’ 


4559 BS 3 Yd 
<Verily, in this are Ayat.> 
This means proofs, signs and evidences. 


€cxat Bd 
¢for men of understanding.» meaning those who possess correct 
and upright intelligence realizing that there is no god worthy of 
worship except Allah, and there is no true Lord other than Him. 


 Seones 556 ae! Gs > cs fy See (> 
«Thereof We created you, and into it we shall return you, and 
from it We shall bring you out once again.> 


meaning, ‘the earth is your beginning. For your father, Adam, 
was created with dirt from the surface of the earth. You also 
will be returned to the earth. This means that you will become 
dirt when you die and decay.’ The statement, “And from it We 
shall bring you out once again,” means, 


GG Wy Go GS eae Gh SEL OP 
€On the Day when He will call you, and you will answer with 


His praise and obedience, and you will think that you have 
stayed (in this world) but a little while!> [17:52] 


This Ayah is similar to Allah’s statement, 
qi 1 PSE US 38/3 435 Sse Gs JG> 


<He said: ‘Therein you shall live, and therein you shall die, and from 
it you shall be brought out.”’> [7:25] 
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€2ah) 
<And indeed We showed 
him (Fir‘awn) all Our 
Ayat, but he denied and 
refused .> 
This means that the 
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shed against Fir‘awn 
and he saw them with 
his own eyes, but he 
still denied and rejec- 
ted them due to his 
disbelief, abstinence 
and transgression. 
This is as Allah, the 
Exalted, says, 


¢And they belied them wrongfully and arrogantly, though they 
themselves were convinced thereof.> [27:14] 


en Pe ee ee artes a pe a - & e ve oF vee % 44 
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457. He (Fir'awn) said: ‘Have you come to drive us out of our 

land with your magic, O Miisa?"'> 

€58. “Then verily, we can produce magic the like thereof; so 


appoint a meeting between us and you, which neither we nor 
you shall fail to keep, in an open place where both shall have a 
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just and equal chance." 


€59. (Mitsa) said: ‘‘Your appointed meeting is the day of the 
festival, and let the people assemble when the sun has risen 
(forenoon) .""> 


Fir‘awn describes Miisa’s Proofs as being Magic and 
Their Agreement to hold a Contest 


Allah, the Exalted, informs of what Fir‘awn said to Musa 
when he showed him the great proof. This great sign to 
Firfawn was Musa casting down his stick which became a 
huge snake, and his pulling his hand out from under his arm 
while it was glowing white without any illness. At this, Fir‘awn 
said, “This is magic that you have brought to us to bewitch us 
and conquer the people, so that they will follow you. Then you 
will outnumber us.” Firfawn then said, “Your plan will not 
work. We have magic just like yours, so do not let yourself be 
deceived by that what you are doing.” 


ay Bay Ey Sip 
¢so appoint a meeting between us and you,> 
Meaning, ‘a day that we can come together to present some of 


our magic to confront yours. It will be at a specified place and 
time.’ With this, Masa said to them, 


gi bs Kes 
€Your re oe is the on of festival, > 

That was the day of their celebration and their New Year’s 
festivity. It was a holiday for them when they took vacation 
from their work and came together for a large gathering. This 
day was selected so that all of the people could witness the 
power of Allah to do whatever He wills. They would see the 
miracles of the prophets and the futility of magic to contest 
the supernatural prophetic powers. This is why Musa said, 


ti 5 aly> 
qand let the people assemble> meaning all of them. 
TS 0 
¢when the sun has risen (forenoon).> 
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meaning in the morning, just before noon. In this way the 
contest will be most visible, well lit, apparent and obvious in 
plain view. This is the way of the Prophets. Their work is 
always clear and apparent. It is never something hidden, or 
something for sale. This is why he did not say that the 
meeting should be at night, but rather, it was to be held 
during the bright part of the day. Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The day of 
their festivity was the day of ‘Ashura’.”""! As-Suddi, Qatadah 
and Ibn Zayd said, “It was the day of their great celebration.” 
Sa‘id bin Jubayr said, “It was the day of their great bazzar.” 
These statements are not contradictory. I say that Allah 
destroyed Fir‘awn and his armies on a day similar to this, just 
as is confirmed in the Sahih.'?! 

‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, “It was a flat place 
where all of the people were on the same level, having an 
equal view of the event. There was nothing there that would 
obstruct the view so that some people could see what others 
did not.”9! 

Vase at PIE KG of IG NE ee Cs bes Ip 
A 6 anel Ub ee BTS Soe ov OE Ks 
4 Gal y pil Gl te pi 8 ee 
€60. So Fir'awn withdrew, devised his plot and then came 
back .> 
€61. Miisa said to them: ‘Woe unto you! Invent not a lie 
against Allah, lest He should destroy you completely by a 
torment. And surely, he who invents a lie (against Allah) will 
fail miserably .’'> 
€62 Then they debated one with another what they must do, 
and they kept their talk secret.> 
€63. They said: ‘Verily, these are two magicians. Their object 
is to drive you out from your land with magic, and to take you 
away from your exemplary way."'> 


(1) Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 4 7540, that is the 10th of Muharram. 
(2) Fath ALBGri 8 :288. 
(3) At-Tabari 18 :323. 
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464. “So devise your plot, and then assemble in line. And 
whoever overcomes this day will be indeed successful.” 


The Meeting of the Two Parties, Miisa’s Propagation of 
the Message and the Magicians 


Allah, the Exalted informs that when Fir‘awn and Misa agreed 
to an appointed meeting at a specified place and time, Fir‘awn 
began to gather some magicians from the cities of his 
kingdom. Every person who had any affiliation with magic at 
that time was summoned, and magic was very widespread and 
in demand at that time. This is as Allah says, 


ey v4) lode & axl 3 RYSCMN ITS 2 


oi oo 


¢And Fir'awn said: ‘Bring me every well-versed sorcerer.’’> 

[10:79] 
Then, the day came. It was the day when all of the people 
gathered, which was well-known, being the day of the festival. 
Fir‘awn was there sitting upon his throne surrounded by the 
elite officials of his kingdom. The subjects were all standing on 
his right and his left. Then, Musa came forward leaning upon 
his stick accompanied by his brother Haran. The magicians 
were standing in front of Fir‘awn in rows and he was prodding 
them, inciting them and encouraging them to do their best on 
this day. They wanted to please him and he was promising 
them and inspiring them. They said, 


60: seyati B34 $ S15 os Si hy Guat ZA ot EY of Ep 
€Will there surely be a reward for us if we are the winners? He 
(Fir'awn) said: "Yes, and you shall then verily be of those 
brought near (to myself).""» [26:41-42] 


Liz Ai LIE Y KG ot 0 Jp 
<Miisa said to them: ‘Woe unto you! Invent not a lie against 
Allah...""> 


This means, “Do not make an illusion before the people of 
something that is not real, making it appear as if it were a 
creature, when it is not really a creature. If you do this, then 
you would be lying on Allah.” 


5, Key 
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lest He (Allah) should destroy you completely by a torment.> 


This means, ‘He will destroy you with a destructive 
punishment that will not spare anything, or anyone.’ 
4255 SAGES BoB g oe 
<"...And surely, he who invents a lie will fail miserably." 
Then they debated one with another what they must do,> 


It has been said that this means that they argued among 
themselves. So one of them said, “This is not the speech of a 
magician, but it is the speech of a Prophet.” Another said, “No, 
he is only a magician.” There are other opinions that have 
been mentioned about what they discussed. And Allah knows 
best. 

Allah’s statement, 


Srl Wet 
¢and they kept their talk secret.> 


means, they held secret counsel among themselves about this 
matter. 


doin oie 3 up 
<They said: “Verily, these are two [Hadhan] magicians..."’> 


This is a way of speaking with some of the Arabs and this 
Ayah has been recited according to the grammar of their 
dialect. There are also others who recite it as, 


(oie 338 op 


Which carries the same meaning, “Verily, these are two 
[Hadhayn} magicians.” This is the popular style of language in 
Arabic grammar. The grammarians have extensive discussions 
in reply to the first recitation and its grammatical explanation, 
but this is not the place for such a discussion. The main point 
is that the magicians said among themselves, “You all know 
that this man and his brother (Mas& and Hardin) are two 
knowledgeable magicians who are quite aware of the skill of 
magic. They want to defeat you and your people today and 
conquer the people, causing the masses to follow them. They 
want to fight against Fir'awn and his armies, and they are 
seeking victory over him. And their ultimate goal is to expel 
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you from your land.” 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


€§35 Kab Lyd 
¢and to take you away from your exemplary way.> 


This means, ‘they want to expose this way (of yours) openly, 
which is magic.’ For verily, they were considered great because 
of their magic. They had wealth and sustenance because of 
this magic. They were actually saying, “If these two (Masa and 
Haran) are victorious, they will destroy you and expel you 
from your land. In doing so, they will be the first individuals 
to do so, and they will be given great power of leadership 
without you.” Ibn ‘Abbas mentioned concerning Allah’s 


statement, 
<5 Kah GSD 
¢and to take you away from your exemplary way .> 
“This means their kingdom, which they were in, and their 


livelihood.”") ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd said, “This superior 
way means that which they were upon.” 


ds Ht 2 See yay 
€So devise your plot, and assemble in line.> 


This means, “All of you come together in one row, and throw 
that which is in your hands at one time in order to dazzle the 
eyes (of the people) and defeat this man and his brother.” 


45a gil I GD 
¢And whoever overcomes this day will be indeed successful .> 


meaning “Between you and us. As for us (the magicians), we 
have been promised to be given an abundance of power and 
sovereignty. And in reference to him (Musa), He will gain great 
rss a i 
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’ bere 


495 US oy Gn EE hat git wea 
€65. They said: “‘O Misa! Either you throw first or we be the 
first to throw?"’> 


¢66. [Misa] said: “Nay, throw you (first)!”’ Then behold! their 
ropes and their sticks, by their magic, appeared to him as 
though they moved fast.» 


€67. So Miisa conceived fear in himself.> 


€68. We (Allah) said: “Fear not! Surely, you will have the 
upper hand ."’> 


€69. “And throw that which is in your right hand! It will 
swallow up that which they have made. That which they have 
made is only a magician's trick, and the magician will never be 
successful, to whatever amount (of skill) he may attain.’"> 


€70. So the magicians fell down prostrate. They said: “We 
believe in the Lord of Hariin and Miisa.""> 


The Competition, Misa’s Victory, and the Magician’s 
Faith 


Allah, the Exalted, informs about the magicians when they 
met Musa, that they said to Musa, 


<i J > 
<"Either you throw first...» meaning, “you go first.” 
dia FIG BE HIS S Hyp 
€"'...or we be the first to throw?" (Miisa) said: “Nay, throw 
you (first)!"’> 
This means, ‘you magicians should go first so that we can see 


what magic you are going to perform and so that the true 
state of their affair will become obvious to the people.’ 


455 Ol ate on oh SS pees A pp 
€Then behold! their ropes and their sticks, by their magic, 
appeared to him as though they moved fast .> 
In another Ayah it says that when they threw, 


CES SSG Sa be HD 
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<Then said: “By the might of Fir‘'awn, it is we who will 
certainly win!"'> [26:44] 


And Allah, the Exalted, says, 


<0) poe Po Byes prrbal, vi el Yay 


<They bewitched the eyes of the people, and struck terror into 
them, and they displayed a great magic.> [7:116] 


Here, He says in this Surah, 
455 Fi fae ot oh SB ees Ae Bp 
Then behold! their ropes and their sticks, by their magic, 
appeared to him as though they moved fast .> 


They were a large numbered group and each one of them 
threw a stick and a rope until the valley became full of snakes 
piled on top of each other. 

Concerning Allah’s statement, 


€iwiass Me kg Sb 
€So Miisa conceived fear in himself. 


This means that he feared for the people that they would be 
tested and deceived by their magic before he could even have a 
chance to throw what was in his right hand. Thus, Allah 
revealed to him at the right moment, to throw what was in his 
right hand, which was the stick. When he did so, it swallowed 
what they had made. It became a huge, monstrous creature 
with legs, a neck, a head and fangs. It went after these ropes 
and sticks until none of them remained, except that it was 
devoured and swallowed by this beast. At the same time, the 
magicians and all of the people were watching with their own 
eyes, seeing this amazing event in broad daylight. Thus, the 
miracle was performed and the evidence was clear. The truth 
prevailed and the magic was proven to be falsehood. This is 
why Allah said, 


dd 2s 2 ab ROS > 
<That which they have made is only a magician's trick, and the 


magician will never be successful, to whatever amount (of skill) 
he may attain.> 


So when the magicians saw the event and witnessed it with 
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their own eyes, while they were knowledgeable of the various 
tricks and methods in the sciences of magic, they knew with 
conviction that what Masa had done was not magic or 
illusionary tricks. They recognized that it was the truth 
without any doubt. They knew that no one had any power to 
do this except for One Who says for a thing “Be,” and it is. 
Therefore, when this happened, they fell down into prostration 
to Allah. They said, “We believe in the Lord of all that exists, 
the Lord of Musa and Haran!” This is why Ibn ‘Abbas and 
‘Ubayd bin ‘Umayr both said, “At the beginning of the day they 
were magicians and at the end of the day they were 
outstanding witnesses of faith.”""! 


The Number of Magicians 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The magicians 
were seventy men who were magicians in the morning, but 
witnesses of faith by the time evening came.”?! Ibn Abi Hatim 
also reported that Al-Awzai said, “When the magicians fell 
down in prostration, Paradise was raised up before them until 
they were looking at it.”°! It is reported from Said bin Jubayr 
that he said concerning Allah’s statement, 


46a Gai hy 
€So the magicians fell down prostrate .> 


“They saw their places (in Paradise) made clear before them 
while they were in their prostration.” ‘Ikrimah and Al-Qasim 
bin Abi Bizzah both said the same.!“! 


Kiss KS Cah Ant Kee oll BS Ay 0 I wp Sep 
oe Gal ait as ls et 

did ah eo GN OO 
471. (Fir'awn) said: “Believe you in him before I give you 


"'l At-Tabari 18:340, 13:36. 
2} Ibn Abi Hatim 7:2428. 

3] At-Tabari 18 :334. 

I AtTabari 18:334. 
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permission? Verily, he is your chief who has taught you magic. 
So I will surely cut off your hands and feet on opposite sides, 
and I will surely crucify you on the trunks of date palms, and 
you shall surely know which of us can give the severe and more 
lasting torment.'’> 


€72. They said: ‘We prefer you not over what have come to us 
of the clear signs and to Him (Allah) Who created us. So, 
decree whatever you desire to decree, for you can only’ decree 
(regarding) this life of the world.'"’> 


¢73. "Verily, we have believed in our Lord, that He may 
forgive us our faults, and the magic to which you did compel 
us. And Allah is better as regards reward in comparison to 
your reward, and more lasting."> 


Fir‘awn’s turning against the Magicians, His 
threatening Them and Their Reply 


Allah, the Exalted, informs of Fir‘awn’s disbelief, obstinance, 
transgression and haughtiness against the truth in favor of 
falsehood. When he saw what he saw of the magnificent 
miracle and the great sign, and he saw those whose help he 
sought accept faith in the presence of all of the people, and he 
was absolutely defeated, he began to behave arrogantly and 
cast accusations. He resorted to using his esteemed honor and 
might against the magicians. He warned them and threatened 
them saying, 


45 Zt 
<Believe you in him (Miisa)p This means, “Do you have faith in 
him?” 
CSE SINS 9 
<before I give you permission?> meaning, “I have not commanded 
you to do so, by which you have rebelled against me.” Then he 


said a statement that he, the magicians and all creatures knew 
was a forgery and an utter lie. 


Cash Ki shi BS Bp 
€Verily, he is your chief who has taught you magic.> 
meaning “You all only took your magic from Musa and you 
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have made an agreement with him against me and my 
subjects, that you would help him be victorious.” Allah says in 
another Ayah, 


GSAS Or GOI GS AAS Bul 5 (ES RS is gD 
€Surely, this is a plot which you have plotted in the city to 
drive out its people, but you shall come to know.» (7:123] 

Then he began threatening them. He said to them, 


<5 wt 6 KEN oi os KG Kal calship 


€So I will surely cut off your hands and feet on opposite sides, 
and I will surely crucify you on the trunks of date palms,> 


meaning, “I will certainly make an example of you, I will kill 
you in a public execution.” Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Thus, he was the 
first person to ever do this (public execution, crucifixion).” This 
was reported by Ibn Abi Hatim.!"! 

Concerning Allah’s statement, 


TAR 


oA We 33) TE Sit, > 
€And you shall surely know which of us can give the severe 
and more lasting torment .> 


This means, “You say that my people and I are astray and 
that you (magicians), Masa and his people are following 
correct guidance, but you will come to know who will be 
punished and remain punished.” So when he attacked with 
this and threatened them, their souls eased them because of 
their belief in Allah, the Mighty and Sublime. They exclaimed, 
dei Se US GY J Yo 
€They said: “We prefer you not over what have come to us of 
the clear signs...""> 


meaning, “We do not chose you over the guidance and 
conviction that we have received.” 


<b sail,> 
¢and to Him (Allah) Who created us.> 
It could be that they were swearing, “By He Who has created 


(1) At-Tabari 13:34. 
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us.” It also could be connected in meaning to the clear signs 
mentioned before it. In this case it would mean, “We do not 
prefer you over our Originator and Creator, Who produced us 
from a beginning that was nothing. He created us from clay 
(or mud). Therefore, He alone deserves worship and humility 
and you do not (Fir‘awn)!” 


456 AU Saip 
<So decree whatever you desire to decree,> 


“Do whatever you wish and whatever your hands are able to 
achieve.” 


¢for you can only decree (regarding) this life of the world .> 


meaning, “You only have power in this world and it is a world 
that will come to an end. Verily, we are hoping in the eternal 
abode.” 


€6les U hs ee Hyp 
<Verily, we have believed in our Lord, that He may forgive us 
our faults, > 


“Whatever evils that we did.” It specifically means, ‘which we 
were forced to do of magic, in order to oppose the sign of Allah 
and the miracle of His Prophet.’ 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said concerning 
Allah’s statement, 


dat a Ca 
¢and the magic to which you compelled us.> 


“Fir‘awn took forty boys from the Children of Israel and 
commanded that they be taught magic at Al-Farama.''] He 
said, Teach them knowledge that no one in the land knows.” 
Ibn ‘Abbas then said, “They were of those who believed in 
Musa and they were of those who said, 


('l « fort at the shore of Egypt, between Al-Arish, which is a town in 
Northern Egypt, on the Mediterranean and Al-Fustat, which is the 
ancient Islamic’ city south of present-day Cairo. See Mu‘jam Al- 
Buldan.. 
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¢ Y: 5 & ee Aes iene SANE sh More lasting in reward 
: = than what you pro- 
mised us and made us aspire to. It is apparent that Fir‘awn 
(may Allah curse him) was bent upon their punishment, and 
that what he did to them was a mercy from Allah for them. 
This is why Ibn ‘Abbas and others of the Salaf said, “They woke 
up in that morning as magicians, but they became witnesses of 
faith by the evening.” 
SP BES at 5 ELEY A de ho . 
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€74. Verily, whoever comes to his Lord as a criminal, then 


(1 Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 5 :587. 
[2] At-Tabari 18:341. 
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surely, for him is Hell, wherein he will neither die nor live.> 
475. But whoever comes to Him as a believer, and has done 
righteous good deeds, for such are the high ranks,> 

€76. ‘Adn Gardens, under which rivers flow, wherein they will 
abide forever, and such is the reward of those who purify 
themselves .> 


The Magicians admonish Fir‘awn 


The clear intent of this is to be a completion of what the 
magicians admonished Fir‘awn with. They warned him of the 
vengeance of Allah and His eternal and everlasting 
punishment. They also encouraged him to seek Allah’s eternal 
and endless reward. They said, 


40,2 B okt Ap 
<Verily, whoever comes to his Lord as a criminal,> 
This means, whoever meets Allah on the Day of Judgment 
while being a criminal. 
452 VG a So Ye A pp 

then surely, for him is Hell, ne he will neither die nor 

live .> 
This is similar to Allah’s statement, 


ki pice ¥ of OS UG Ge BES A ED 
«Neither will it have a complete killing effect on them so that 
they die, nor shall its torment be lightened for them. Thus do 
We requite every disbeliever!> [35:36] 


Allah also said, 
CE GG OA YF ERT St 55 cit AN Ged 


<But it will be avoided by the wretched, who will enter the 
great Fire. There he will neither die nor live.> {87:11-13] 


dimciss Ki Je BES CK oly aes y> 
And they will cry: “O Malik (Keeper of Heil)! Let your Lord 
made an end of us." He will say: “Verily, you shall abide 
forever .”’> [43:77] 
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Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded that Aba Sa‘id Al-Khudri 
said that the Messenger of Allah 2% said, 


Pel ashy S35 Vo Gs OB V ie calif 2 gl oor Jat ch 
ag BUEN 9 Sof OS Ujts SSUES Od 
cpeele Lydal Bobi ely Sus dah gi Me 3s 305 pe 
(FEU eat B05 Eel S15 5,85 

‘The dwellers of Hellfire, who are those who deserve it, they 
will not die in it, nor will they be living. Rather, they will be a 
people who will be punished by the Fire due to their sins. It 
will be gradually killing them and devouring them until they 
become burnt coals. Then, intercession will be allowed and they 
will be brought (out of Hell) group by group and they will be 
spread on the rivers of Paradise. It will then be said, “‘O people 
of Paradise, pour (water) over them.” Then, they will start to 
grow like the growing of a seed on the muddy banks of a 
flowing river.» 

A man among the people said, “It is as if the Messenger of 

Allah lived in the desert.”!"! 

This is how Muslim recorded this narration in his Sahih.!?1 

Concerning Allah’s statement, 


Kul Je BE sh 35> 
<But whoever comes to Him (Allah) as a believer, and has done 
righteous good deeds,» 


whoever meets his Lord on the Day of Judgment as a believer 
in his heart, then verily, his intentions in his heart will be 
affirmed to be true by his statements and deeds. 


455i E551 (8 Ashiy 
for such are the high ranks,» Paradise, which has the highest 
levels, the most tranquil rooms and the nicest homes. Imam 
Ahmad reported from Ubadah bin As-Samit that the Prophet 
said, 


0] Ahmad 3:11. The reference to the desert means that his description 
was like that of a man not from the city. 


[2] Muslim 1:172,173. 
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El 555s 25g LEN BS GS 33555 JS SoG ie BL Sel 
gle a IL bg wis Jagd deg GN C8 ey des 

0 35a 
«Paradise has one hundred levels and between each level is a 
distance like the distance between the sky and the earth. Al- 
Firdaws is the name of the highest of its levels. From it springs 


the four rivers and the Throne is above it. Therefore, when you 
ask Allah, then ask Him for Al-Firdaws.0!"! 


This narration was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi. 
In the Two Sahihs it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah 2% 
said, 


te “sé ¢ th, oe met, Leo? AMBRE EVE EN OR “ef @ 
OU LOEW HT od 5h C555 455 US HSS Bs S55 Sale Jal op 
ei ity yh - 155 iW Opes Gb tat 3425 ude - es & 
tera (ide) ay UT Oe, ot 


«Verily, the people of the ‘Illiyyin will see those who are above 
them just as you see the fading star in the horizon of the sky, 
due to the different status of virtue between them.» The people 
said, “O Messenger of Allah, these are the dwellings of the 
Prophets.” He replied, Of course. And I swear by the One 
Whom my soul is in His Hand, (it is for) men who had faith in 
Allah and they believed the Messengers .»!*! 


(2) 


In the Sunan collections this narration is mentioned with the 
additional wording, 


easly peel 5685 5 Ul obs 
tAnd verily Abu Bakr and ‘Umar are of them and they will be 
most favored .0'4) 
His saying, 


() Ahmad 5:316. 

2) Tyhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7 :238. 

(3) Fath Al-Bari 6:368, Muslim 4:2177. For the meaning of ‘flliyyin, 
see Strat Al-Mutaffifin (83 :18-21). 

4] Abu Dawud 4:287, Tuhfat AlAhwadhi 10:141 and Ibn Majah 
1:37. 
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¢Adn Gardens,» meaning established as a residence. It is merely 
used here in reference to the high ranks mentioned previously. 


443 SNS SOM ee ue AS 
qunder which rivers flow, wherein they will abide forever,> 
meaning that they will abide in it for eternity. 


455 4 Te Bid 
¢and such is the reward of those who purify themselves .> 


One who purifies himself from dirt, filth and associating 
partners with Allah. This is the person who worships Allah 
alone, without ascribing partners to Him, and he follows the 
Messengers in the good they came with all that they claim. 
BE GeV Sil gah A osi sty Aid sh § Log Shp 
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¢77. And indeed We revealed to Miisd: ‘Travel by night with 
My servants and strike a dry path for them in the sea, fearing 
neither to be overtaken nor being afraid.'’> 


€78. Then Fir'awn pursued them with his hosts, but the sea 
[Al-Yamm] completely overwhelmed them and covered them 
up.> 

479. And Fir‘awn led his people astray, and he did not guide 
them .> 


The Children of Israel leave Egypt 


Allah, the Exalted, informs that He commanded Musa to 
journey at night with the Children of Israel, when Fir‘awn 
refused to release them and send them with Musa. He was to 
take them away from Fir‘awn’s captivity. Allah expounds upon 
this in Sdrahs other than this noble Sarah. Masa left with the 
Children of Israel, and when the people of Egypt awoke in the 
morning they found that not a single one of them remained in 
Egypt. Firfawn became extremely furious. He sent callers into 
all of the cities to gather together his army from all of his 
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lands and provinces. He said to them, 
45h 0 O ap Gls Syd We > 
<Verily, these indeed are but a small band. And verily, they 
have done what has enraged us. (26:54-55] 


Then when he gathered his army and organized his troops, he 
set out after them and they followed them at dawn when the 
sun began to rise. 


40 1 Cy 
And when the two hosts saw each other> [26:61] 
This means that each person of the two parties was looking at 
the other party. 
CNet Fos | K 56 i BU hes Sl Sip 
<The companions of Miisd said: ‘'We are sure to be overtaken.” 


(Misa) said: ‘Nay, verily, with me is my Lord. He will guide 
me.» [26:61-62] 
Masa stopped with the Children of Israel and the sea was in 


front of them and Fir‘awn was behind them. Then, at that 
moment, Allah revealed to Musa, 
da. Sil GBS A oetd 
¢And strike a dry path for them in the sea.> 
So Musa struck the sea with his stick and he said, “Split for 
me, by the leave of Allah.” Thus, it split, and each separate 
part of the water became like a huge mountain. Then, Allah 
sent a wind to the land of the sea and it burned the soil until 
it became dry like the ground that is on land. For this reason 
Allah said, 
465 GE YG AN aah ol abip 
<and strike a dry path for them in the sea, fearing neither to be 
overtaken. ..> 


This means being caught by Fir‘awn. 
4.332 Yy> 


dnor being afraid.p meaning, “Do not be afraid of the sea 
drowning your people.” Then, Allah, the Exalted, said, 
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‘is 
<Then Fir'awn pursued 
them with his hosts, but 
the sea [Al-Yamm] com- 
pletely overwhelmed 
them> 


Al-Yamm means the 
sea. 


qcrcsé Up 
¢and covered them up.> 


meaning, covered them 
up with a thing that 
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¢And He destroyed the 
overthrown cities. So 
there covered them that 
which did cover.» 


[53:53-54) 
As Fir‘awn pursued them into the sea, misled his people and 
did not lead them to the path of correct guidance, likewise, he 
will go ahead of his people on the Day of Resurrection, and 
will lead them in to the Hellfire. And evil indeed is the place to 
which they are led. 
ol US SAT yl oe His Bee KAS bea ap 
ale JE 0th he Ke ed oa GA) KES Ue oF Msi 
CASE FOS IG Ss OE I oy es WS 
480. O Children of Israel! We delivered you from your enemy, 
and We made a covenant with you on the right side of the 
Mount, and We sent down to you manna and quail,> 


Sarah 20. Ta Ha (80-82) (Part-16) 371 
481. (Saying) eat of the Tayyibat wherewith We have provided 


you, and commit no transgression or oppression therein, lest 
My anger should justly descend on you. And he on whom My 


anger descends, he is indeed perished .> 


482. And verily, I am indeed forgiving to him who repents, 
believes and does righteous deeds, and then Ihtada.> 


A Reminder for the Children of Israel of Allah’s Favors 
upon Them 


Allah reminds of His tremendous favors upon the Children of 
Israel and His numerous blessings. He saved them from their 
enemy, Fir‘awn, and He relieved their eyes by drowning him 
and his hosts all at one time while they watched. Allah said, 


iy kS NY, S33 In Gey 
¢And We drowned Fir'awn people while you were looking .> 
[2:50] 
Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “When the 
Messenger of Allah 2% came to Al-Madinah, he found the Jews 
fasting the day of ‘Ashura’. Therefore he asked them about it 


and they said, This is the day that Allah gave Musa victory 
over Fir‘awn.’ Then, the Prophet 2% said, 


tight grt 5 Soe 
«(We have more right to Miisa (than them), so fast it oft] 


Muslim also recorded this narration in his Sahih.'! 

Then, Allah made a covenant with Musa and the Children of 
Israel on the right side of the Mountain, after the destruction 
of Fir'awn. This is the Mountain upon which Allah spoke to 
Musa and He told Musa’s people to look at it when they 
requested to see Allah. It is also the same Mountain upon 
which Musa was given the Tawrah, while at the same time the 
Children of Israel began worshipping the (statue of a) calf, as 
Allah relates in the forth coming Aydt. The manna and quails 
have previously been discussed in Surah Al-Bagarah'*! and 


01 Fath Al-Bari 8 :288. 
121 Muslim 1:795. 
(31 See Surat Al-Bagarah (2:57), and Sarat Al-‘Araf (7 :160). 
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other Suirahs. Manna was a sweet substance that descended 
upon them from the sky and the quail [Salwé] was a type of 
bird that would fall down to them. They would fill every pot 
with them as ample provisions until the following day. This 
was a kindness and a mercy from Allah upon them. It was a 
manifestation of Allah’s good treatment of them. For this 
reason Allah says, 


hig KEG och aes WAS SS UE we KD 
<Eat of the Tayyibat wherewith We have provided you, and 
commit no transgression or oppression therein, lest My anger 
should justly descend on you.> 


This means, “Eat from this sustenance which I have provided 
for you, and do not transgress against My sustenance by 
taking it without necessity or you will be opposing what I have 
commanded you.” 


lest My anger should justly descend on you.> 
This means, “I will become angry with you.” 


i558 Be ke ol LE ots 
¢And he on whom My anger descends, he is indeed perished .> 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah related that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “This means 
that he will indeed be made miserable.) 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


oie IB Ss ob 3 SU app 
¢And verily, | am indeed forgiving to him who repents, believes 
and does righteous good deeds,> 


meaning, “Whoever turns to Me in repentance, then I will 
accept his repentance regardless of whatever sin he did.” 
Allah, the Exalted, even accepts the repentance of the Children 
of Israel who worshipped the calf. 

Concerning Allah’s statement, 


<at> 


(1) atTabari 18 :347. 
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¢who repents,> This means to turn away from what one was 
involved in of disbelief, associating partners with Allah, 
disobedience of Allah or hypocrisy. 


Concerning Allah’s statement, 
dink; 
¢and believes> This means the person’s belief in his heart. 
Cane b65> 
¢and does righteous deeds,> his action with his bodily limbs. 


Concerning Allah’s statement, 


scai e 
¢dand then Thtada.> ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah related that Ibn ‘Abbas 
said, “This means that he then does not doubt.”!! Qatadah 
said, 


discal Ap 


dand then Ihtadi.> “This means he adheres to Islam until he 
dies.” We see here that there is a specific order in which these 
things are presented. This is similar to Allah’s saying, 


CH Gos Ah HG Oat Gl ok 


<Then he became one of those who believed and recommended 
one another to perseverance and patience and recommended one 
another to pity and compassion .> [90:17] 
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I At-Tabari 18 :347. 
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€83. “And what made you hasten from your people, O 
Miusa?> 

484. He said: “They are close on my footsteps, and I hastened 
to You, O my Lord, that You might be pleased .''> 


€85. (Allah) said: “Verily, We have tried your people in your 
absence, and As-Samiri las led them astray .""> 


€86. Then Miisa returned to his people in a state of anger and 
sorrow [Asif]. He said: ‘‘O my people! Did not your Lord 
promise you a fair promise? Did then the promise seem to you 
long in coming? Or did you desire that wrath should descend 
from your Lord on you, that you broke your promise to me?''> 


487. They said: ‘We broke not the promise to you, of our own 
will, but we were made to carry the weight of the ornaments of 
the people, then we cast them, and that was what As-Samiri 
suggested ."'> 


€88. Then he took out for them a calf which was mooing. They 
said: "This is your god, and the god of Misa," but he had 
forgotten .> 

€89. Did they not see that it could not return them a word (for 
answer), and that it had no power either to harm them or to do 
them good?> 


Musa goes to the Appointment with Allah and the 
Children of Israel succumb to worship the Calf 


Allah relates what happened when Musa traveled with the 
Children of Israel after Fir‘awn’s destruction. 
Si aye oh OS GSU Seat ts IG Ad Ye a OS oF & iSap 
CMI YE GIG 43 AEE She Gite Oe 45 KY 
¢And they came upon a people devoted to some of idols. They 
said: O Misa! Make for us god as they have gods." He said: 
“Verily, you are a people who know not. Verily, these people 
will be destroyed for that which they are engaged in. And all 
that they are doing is in vain."’> (7:138-139] 
Then, Allah made a covenant with Musa of thirty nights after 
which He added to them ten more nights. Thus, they were 
forty nights in all. The covenant was that he was to fast these 
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number of days, during both the day and night. Thus, Musa 
made haste to go to the Mountain and he left his brother, Haran, 
in charge over the Children of Israel. This is why Allah says, 


4h & SDB Sb ans LaF OIA py 
<"And what made you hasten from your people, O Misa?" He 
said: ‘'They are close on my footsteps."’> 


These means that they have arrived and are settled near the 
Mountain. 


eH 5 BS Sinesd 
¢and I hastened to You, O my Lord, that You might be 
pleased .> 


meaning, “So You will be more pleased with me.” 
eS BG Dus b. chp ES SOG IG> 


<(Allah) said: ‘Verily, We have tried your people in your 
absence, and As-Samiri has led them astray."'> 


Allah informs His Prophet, Musa, of what happened to the 
Children of Israel after he left them, and their deification of 
the calf that As-Samiri had made for them. 

During this time period, Allah wrote for Musa the Tablets, 
which contained the Tawrah. Allah said, 


PAA ofr hee 


ioe Ste) 1 i Seats wad y alicys feo jee » esi 3 al ize 3 
ii (We a end all ns sik | vcs Wak ae 


¢And We wrote for him on the Tablets the lesson to be drawn 
from all things and the explanation for all things (and said): 
“Hold unto these with firmness, and enjoin your people to take 
the better therein. I shail show you the home of evildoers."'> 
(7:145] 
This means, “I will show you the final outcome of what will 
happen to those who abandon My obedience and oppose My 
command.” 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


CES 55 4 DSA ED 


<Then Misa returned to his people in a state of anger and 
sorrow [Asif] .> 


376 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


This means that after Allah informed him of what they were 
doing, he became extremely angry and upset with them. He 
was very worried for them. During this time he received the 
Tawrah, which contained their Shari‘ah (Law), this was a great 
honor for them. For they were a people who used to worship 
other than Allah. Every person with sound reason and good 
sense could see that what they were doing was false and 
foolish. This is why Allah said that he (Musa) returned to them 
in a state of anger and sorrow. The word for sorrow used here 
is Asif, which is used to emphasize to the severity of his anger. 
Mujahid said, “In a state of anger and sorrow means worried.”!! 
Qatadah and As-Suddi said, “Asif here means in a state of 
sadness because of what his people had done after him.”!?! 


CESS Nes KS Kin es Jip 
¢He (Misa) said: ‘‘O my people! Did not your Lord promise 
you a fair promise? ...'"> 


This means, “Did He not promise you in that which I have 
spoken to you, every good in this life and in the Hereafter, and 
the good end in the final outcome of things? You have already 
witnessed how He helped you defeat your enemy (Fir‘awn) and 
He made you victorious over him and He blessed you with 
other bounties as well through His help.” 


44% 


Cg pave Subslp 
<Did then the promise seem to you long in coming? 
meaning, ‘in waiting for what Allah had promised you and 


forgetting His previous favors and the covenant that He made 
with you before.’ 


455 of 2b KE §4 J Sal Ap 
€Or did you desire that wrath should descend from your Lord 
on you,> : 


The word ‘Or’ here means ‘Nay, but.’ It is used here to 
separate between a previous item and a coming item. It is as if 
it is saying, “Nay, but you want to make permissible the anger 


(1) At-Tabari 18 :350. 
[2] At-Tabari 18:350. 
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of your Lord upon you by what you have done. Therefore, you 
have broken your promise to me.” The Children of Israel said 
in reply to Misa’s blame and rebuke, 
45iy Shey. aS Cp 
<We broke not our promise to you of our own will,> 

Meaning by our power and our choice. Then, they began 
making lame excuses and they told him how they got rid of 
that which they were carrying of Coptic jewelry that they had 
borrowed from them (the Egyptian Copts) when they left 
Egypt. Therefore they cast it, meaning that they threw it away. 
Thus, it became a calf that made a moaning sound that would 


gradually rise in pitch. This calf was an ordeal, a hindrance 
and test. This is why Allah said, 


Cb AMS She ni CHE IG Gui Bl SS) 
¢"'...that was what As-Samiri suggested." Then he took out (of 
the fire) for them (a statue of) a calf which was mooing .p") 
Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, 
desis 5 eg] Day 
<This is your god, and the god of Miisa.> 


“So they became religiously devoted to it (the calf) and they 
loved it with a love that they had never loved anything else 
with before.” Allah then says, 


<5) 
<but he had forgotten.» This means that he abandoned what he 
was following of the religion of Islam. This is referring to As- 
Samiri.!2! Allah says in refuting them and rebuking them, and 


also explaining to them their folly and foolishness in that which 
they had done, 


CCE GS AS HG ah ke TGs Sup 
€Did they not see that it could not return them a word (for 


answer), and that it had no power either to harm them or to do 
_ them good?> 


() Tarikh At-Tabari 1:422, At-Tabari 18:355. 
21 Tarikh At-Tabari 1 :424,425. 
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This is about the calf. ‘Do they not see that it does not 
respond to them when they ask it and when they speak to it?’ 


403 ¥5 % bel eT 


qand that it had no power either to harm them or to do them 
good?> 


Meaning in their worldly affairs and matters of the Hereafter. 
Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Nay, by Allah, the moaning sound of the calf 
was nothing but wind that would enter into its behind and 
come out of its mouth, thus causing it to make a sound.”!! 


In a Hadith of Al-Fitin recorded from Al-Hasan Al-Basri, it is 
mentioned that this calf's name was Bahmtt.”! In reference 
to the excuse of these ignorant people, they claimed that they 
were merely ridding themselves of the jewelry of the Copts. In 
the process of doing so, they cast the jewelry (into the pit of 
fire) and ended up worshipping the calf. Thus, they were 
seeking to rid themselves of something detestable, but wound 
up doing something even worse. This is similar to an authentic 
narration reported from ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar. A man from ‘Iraq 
asked him about the ruling of mosquitoes’ blood if it get on 
one’s garment. The man wanted to know if it is permissible to 
pray in such a garment or not. Ibn ‘Umar replied by saying, 
“Look at the people of Traéq. They killed the grandson of the 
Messenger of Allah 2%, Al-Husayn, and yet they’re asking 
about the blood of the mosquito.” 


BS A SF GS 5 2k Oh a So, as 6 
hice Oh Gs F WSs GH IU Wed 


490. And Hariin indeed had said to them beforehand: “‘O my 
people! You are being tried in this, and verily, your Lord is 
(Allah) the Most Gracious, so follow me and obey my order.’'> 


€91. They said: ‘We will not stop worshipping it, until Misa 
returns to us.""> 


01 An-Nasai in Al-Kubra 6 :396. 
2] An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubra 6 :396. This text is not considered authentic. 
3] Fath Al-Bari 10:440. 
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Hartin prohibits them from worship of Calf and the 
Persistence of the Children of Israel in doing so 


Allah, the Exalted, informs of Haran’s attempt to prohibit 
them from worshipping the calf and his telling them that this 
was only a test for them. He told them that their Lord was the 
Most Beneficent, Who created everything and decreed for 
everything its just measure. He is the Owner of the Mighty 
Throne, the One Who does whatever He wants. 


cA FUG andip 
so follow me and obey my order.> 
Meaning, “Follow me in that which I am commanding you with 
and leave that which I forbid you from.” 
Css Os EWS EA Sip 

<They said: “We will not stop worshipping it, until Misa 

returns to us.”" 
meaning, “We will not cease in our worship of this calf until 
we hear what Musa has to say about it.” So they opposed 
Haran in this matter and they fought against him, nearly 
killing him. 

YS S6 ore Cri 2B iimiic Ab a ae cae Sap 

C3 OS GS a GH IU Ie Sh G oy LE 


€92. (Miisa) said: “O Hariin! What prevented you when you 
saw them going astray ;"'> 


€93. “That you followed me not (according to my advice to 
you)? Have you then disobeyed my order?''> 


€94. He (Haritin) said: ‘‘O son of my mother! Seize (me) not by 
my beard, nor by my head! Verily, I feared lest you should say : 
"You have caused a division among the Children of Israel, and 
you have not respected my word!""'> 


What happened between Misa and Haruna after Misa 
returned a 
Allah informs of what happened when Masa returned to his 


people and saw the great matter that had taken place among 
them. With this he became filled with anger and he threw 
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down the Divine Tablets that he had in his hand. Then, he 
grabbed his brother Hariin by his head and pulled him 
towards himself. We expounded upon this previously in Surat 
ALA‘raf, where we mentioned the Hadith, 


eas Eh ocho 
tnformation is not the same as observation 1") 
Then, he began to blame his brother, Harun, by saying, 


ater 


C225 MO Hs Oh 4 de 
«What prevented you when you saw them going astray; that 
you followed me not?> 


meaning, “You should have informed me of this matter as 
soon as it happened.” 


dah Salaslp 
éHave you then disobeyed my order?> 
“In that which I entrusted to you,” referring to Musa’s 
statement, 
ditt Jue (BG ath Bo gtk 
<Replace me among my people, act in the right way and follow 
not the way of the mischief-makers .»[7:142) 


4s Sep 
¢He (Hariin) said: 'O son of my mother!’'> 


This mentioning of the mother was Hariin’s attempt to soften 
Musa’s anger, because he was Misa’s biological brother and 
they had the same parents. The mentioning of the mother here 
is more delicate and profound in bringing about gentleness 
and mildness. This is why he said, 


€O son of my mother! Seize (me) not by my beard, nor by my 
head!» 
This was Harin’s excuse to Musa for being delayed from 
coming to him and informing him of the great mishap that 


11) Ahmad 1:271. 
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AAD cil HRS Hy Ones si 9 MS 8 ees 
€95. (Miisa) said: “And what is the matter with you. O 
Samiri?"> 

496. (Samiri) said: “I saw what they saw not, so I took a 
(Qabdah) handful (of dust) from the (hoof) print of the 


0) at-Tabari 18 :359. 
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messenger and threw it. Thus my inner self suggested to me." > 


497. Misa said: “Then go away! And verily, your 
(punishment) in this life will be that you will say: ‘Touch me 
not;’ and verily, you have a promise that will not fail. And 
look at your god to which you have been devoted. We will 
certainly burn it, and scatter its particles in the sea.""> 


€98. Your God is only Allah, there is no God but Him. He has 
full knowledge of all things .> 


How As-Samiri made the Calf 


Musa said to As-Samiri, “What caused you to do what you 
did? What presented such an idea to you causing you to do 
this?” Muhammad bin Ishaq reported from Ibn ‘Abbas that he 
said, “As-Samiri was a man from the people of Bajarma, a 
people who worshipped cows. He still had the love of cow 
worshipping in his soul. However, he acted as though he had 
accepted Islam with the Children of Israel. His name was 
Musa bin Zafar.”'! Qatadah said, “He was from the village of 
Samarra.””! 

dasy bynes Dy Se Jay 

<(Samiri) said: I saw what they saw not."> 

This means, “I saw Jibril when he came to destroy Fir‘awn.” 

qi 3 bs as Cp 

so I took a handful (Qabdah) from the print of the messenger} 


This means from the hoof print of his (Jibril’s) horse.) This is 
what is well-known with many of the scholars of Tafsir, rather 
most of them. Mujahid said, 
Kal 3h is Aa LD 
¢so I took a handful (Qabdah) from the print of the messenger} 

“From under the hoof of Jibril’s horse.” He also said, “The 
word Qabdah means a palmful, and it is also that which is 
grasped by the tips of the fingers.” Mujahid said, “As-Samiri 


0) Tarikh At-Tabari 1:424. 
(21 At-Tabari 18 :363. 
13) At-Tabari 18 :362. 


™ 
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threw what was in his hand onto the jewelry of the Children of 
Israel and it became molded into the body of a calf, which 
made a light moaning sound. The wind that blew into it was 
the cause of its sound.”"! Thus, he said, 


{Gp 


dand I threw it.» This means, “I threw it along with those who 
were throwing (jewelry).” 


ook J ch BES} 
¢Thus my inner self suggested to me.> 


This means that his soul considered it something good and it 
was pleasing to his self. 


The Punishment of As-Samiri and the burning of the 
Calf 


Thereupon, 
4G SE AS g Toh Cai Std 
<(Miisa) said: ‘'Then go away! And verily, your (punishment) 
in this life will be that you will say: ‘Touch me not.” 


This means, “Just as you took and touched what was not your 
right to take and touch of the messenger’s foot print, such is 
your punishment in this life, that you will say, ‘Do not touch 
(me).”” This means, “You will not touch the people and they 
will not touch you.” 


dies Sb Syd 
¢and verily, you have a promise 
This means on the Day of Resurrection. 


Secon 


4152 Ip 
<that will not fail.» you will have no way to escape it. Qatadah 
said, 


EHS V SE Sp 
<that you will say: ‘Touch me not.'» “This is referring to a 


1! At-Tabari 18 :362. 
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punishment for them and their remnants (i.e. those who have 
their disease) today still say ‘Do not touch.” 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


Seces 4 ae 


qAde J hey BB S5> 
dand verily, you have a promise that will not fail .> 
Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Abu Nahik said, “You will not be 
absent from it.”!!! 
{Ag J} 5G> 
¢And look at your god> that which you worshipped, 
dS ak Lib sil 


¢to which you have been devoted.» that which you established 
worship of, which was the calf. 


C8b Je BY BY GY oil HG Cp 
€Your God is only Allah, there is no God but Him. He has full 
knowledge of all things.> 


Musa was saying to them, “This is not your god. Your God is 
only Allah, the One Whom there is no true God except Him. 
Worship is not befitting to anyone except Him. For everything 
is in need of Him and everything is His servant. 

Concerning the statement, 


4b SF Je & 5p 


€He has full knowledge of all things.» The word ‘Im (knowledge) is 
in the accusative case for distinction. It means that He is the 
All-Knower of everything. 


tie 3 LLI> 
€(Allah) surrounds all things in (His) knowledge.> [65:12] 
And He says, 
dha wh F chy 
¢And (He) keeps count of all things.» [72:28] 


Therefore, 


I At-Tabari 18 :364. 
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455 Ja 2 ED 
<Not even the weight of a speck of dust escapes His 
knowledge .> [34:3] 
He also says, 


Yt VG eM oc a ce GH YS Hy as wn, EES 05> 


4.80 nd iS 3! 


<Not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in the, 
darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is written 
in a Clear Record.> [6:59] 


And He says, 
- 5 Be Gaseceae M2sl oe glee yoke ge eG oie. anes ee 
SS a FS Wee we, al By SN 9g xb uy> 
See 
¢And no moving creature is there on earth but its provision is 


due from Allah. And He knows its dwelling place and its 
deposit. All is in a Clear Book.> (11:6] 


The Aydt that mention this are numerous. 


Bp asl Gees on So By SO Ae Oi A>, 
Coe Sal oy As oa Ga 5, ll Bp LE 

€99. Thus We relate to you some information of what happened, 

before. And indeed We have given you from Us a Reminder.> 


€100. Whoever turns away from it, verily, they will bear a 
heavy burden on the Day of Resurrection .> 


€101. They will abide in that - and evil indeed will it be that 
load for them on the Day of Resurrection .> 


The Entire Qur’an is the Remembrance of Allah and 
mentioning the Punishment of Those Who turn away 
from It 


Allah, the Exalted, is saying to Prophet Muhammad 32, ‘We 
have told you (O Muhammad) the story of Masa and what 
happened with him, Fir‘awn and his armies, just as it actu ally 
happened. Likewise, We relate to you the information of the 


past just as it happened, without any increase or decrease. We 
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also gave you a remembrance from Us, the Mighty Qur’an, no 
falsehood comes to it from before it or behind it.’ It is a 
revelation from One Most Wise, Most Praiseworthy. No Prophet 
was given any Book like it or more complete than it, since the 
time of the previous Prophets who were sent, until their being 
sealed off with the coming of Muhammad #3. No Prophet was 
given any Book containing as much information than the 
Qur’4n about what has past and what would be. The 
judgement concerning the distinction between mankind is 
taken from it. Therefore, Allah says about it, 


ta AD 


qWhoever turns away from it,» This means whoever denies it and 
turns away from following its commands and instructions, 
while seeking guidance from other than it, then Allah will 
mislead him and send him on the path to Hell. This is why 
Allah says, 


Ci Gy al OL BES SED 
«Whoever turns away from it, verily, they will bear a heavy 
burden on the Day of Resurrection .> 


Burden here means sin. This is as Allah says, 
€phey BAB CIANT 3. 3S 


<But those of the sects that reject it , the Fire will be their 
promised meeting place.> [11:17] 


This applies generally to whoever the Qur’dn reaches of the 
Arabs, the non-Arabs, the People of the Book and others. This 
is as Allah says, 


Soa: five 24 
¢i id Saud 


<That I may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may 
reach.» [6:19] 


The Qur’an is a final warning for everyone it reaches. Whoever 
follows it, then he is rightly guided and whoever opposes it 
and turns away from it, then he is misguided. He will be 
wretched in this life, and he is promised that on the Day of 
Resurrection his abode will be the Hellfire. For this reason 
Allah says, 
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a Ss ly al Gh Jk AG Beal 
<Whoever turns away from it, verily, they will bear a heavy 


burden on the Day of Resurrection. They will abide in that.> 
(20:100-101] 


They will not be able to avoid this or escape it. 
(Sie coal ig ph app 
¢And evil indeed will it be that load for them on the Day of 
Resurrection .> 


past 


docds y Si Gd Ai be 9 he & abi ge 
4102. The Day when the Stir will be blown: that Day, We 
shall gather the criminals blue-eyed .> 


€103. They will speak in a very low voice to each other 
(saying): “You stayed not longer than ten."'> 


€104. We know very well what they will say, when the best 
among them in knowledge and wisdom will say: ‘You stayed 
no longer than a day!"’> 


The Blowing of the Sadr and the Day of Resurrection 
It has been confirmed in a Hadith that the Messenger of Allah 
#3 was asked about the Sur and he replied, 

at is a horn that will be blown into.»") 


It has been related in a Hadith about the Sur, on the authority 
of Abu Hurayrah that it is a huge horn that has a 
circumference as large as the heavens and the earth. The 
angel Israfil will blow into it.! Another Hadith has been 
related which states that the Prophet # said, | 


4) O38 Ol Shi, age (355 Go pal 8 OF Cota; pol E50 
‘How can I be comfortable when the one with the horn is | 


Ol Tunfat ALAhwadhi9:116. 
2) At-Tabarani in At-Tawdl no.36. 
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holding it in his lips and his forehead is leaning forward, 
waiting to be given permission (to blow it). 

The people said, “O Messenger of Allah, what should we say?” 

He said, 

v5 at le Js gh tis SHS oly 
«Say: Allah is sufficient for us and what a good protector He 
is. Upon Allah we place our trust .»!! 

Concerning His statement, 


465 3 Supt 75) 
<And We shall gather the criminals blue-eyed .> 


It has been said that this means having blue eyes due to the 
severity of their horrifying situation. 


<They will speak in a very low voice to each other .> 


Ibn ‘Abbas said, “This means whispering among 
themselves.”?! This means that some of them will be saying to 
others, 


€ Sey ld od 
€You stayed not longer than ten.> 


meaning in the abode of the worldly life, you only tarried there 
for a little while. The time was equivalent to ten days or so. 
Allah, the Exalted, then says, 


3 3e 


453i oll 52d 
€We know very well what they will say,> 


This means in their condition of conversing amongst 
themselves. 


Chi S lel Se > 
<when the best among them in knowledge and wisdom will 
say ;> 
(1) Tunfat ALAhwadhi 9 :117. 
(21 At-Tabari 18 :371. 
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the one with perfect intelligence amongst them, 
405 YE o> | 
€You stayed no longer than a day!> 


This is because on the Day of Judgement they will sense the 
shortness of the worldly life within themselves. For the world! 
life, with its repetitious time periods and successive nights, 
days and hours, is as if it is just one day. For this reason, on 
the Day of Resurrection the disbelievers will think the worldly 
life was very short. By this they mean to prevent the 
establishment of the evidence against them due to the 
shortness of time that they had. Allah says about this, 


dic BRC anal LE eit Bs pp 
And on the Day that the Hour will be established, the 


criminals will swear that they stayed not but an hour} until 
His statement, 


45,55 ¥ LS EES > 


€but you knew not.''> (30:55-56] 
Allah also says, 


5S SG BG oF 45 thew S25 Tp 


¢Did We not give you lives long enough, so that whosoever 
would receive admonition could receive it? And the warner 
came to you.> [35:37] 


Allah, the Exalted, also says, 
of 55 Qaser yes 5 Se ty NG ain 35 BNI g EI SD 
4@Gi5 2S KA G5 2H 
<(Allah will say): What number of years did you stay on earth? 
They will say: ‘We stayed a day or part of a day. Ask of those 


who keep account.” He (Allah) will say: You stayed not but a | 
little, if you had only known!"'> [23:112-114] 


This means that you only remained in it (the earth) a little 
while. If you only knew, you would have preferred the eternal 
life over the temporal life. Yet, you conducted yourselves in an 
evil manner. You gave the present, temporary life Disceuenes 
over the eternal and everlasting life. 
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GY WES OG Os oo ULs Bu gy ay 

C5 SB Sth BONE cts A Ge Vl SAE gy EN 
qt Vi 

€105. And they ask you concerning the mountains. Say: ‘My 

Lord will blast them and scatter them as particles of dust.’’> 

€106. ‘Then He shall leave it as a level smooth plain.''> 

€107. “You will see therein no crookedness nor curve.""> 


€108. On that Day mankind will follow strictly (the voice of) 
Allah's caller, no crookedness (that is without going to the right 
or left of that voice) will they show him (Allah's caller). And all 
voices will be humbled for the Most Gracious (Allah), and 
nothing shall you hear except Hamsa.> 


The destruction of the Mountains, and the Earth 
becomes a Smooth Plain 


Allah says, 
4IH 2 Siley> 
¢And they ask you concerning the mountains.» 


This is a question, will they remain on the Day of Resurrection 
or will they cease to exist? 


465 35 GLE jad 


<Say: “My Lord will blast them and scatter them as particles of 
dust."> 


This means that He will take them away from their places, 
wipe them out and remove them completely. 


c eSee) 
Then He shall leave it referring to the earth; 
qiaic tip 


¢as a level smooth plain.> This means one expanse spread out. 
The word Qa‘ means a piece of land that is level and the word 
Safsafa is used to place emphasis on this meaning. It has also 
been said that Safsafa means that which has no vegetation 
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growing in it. The first meaning is preferred, even though the 
second meaning is also included by necessity. In reference to 
this, Allah says, 


CHGS GD 
€You will see therein no crookedness nor curve.> 


meaning, ‘on that Day you will not see in the earth any valley, 
hill, or any place, whether low or elevated.’ Ibn ‘Abbas, 
‘Tkrimah, Mujahid, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah 
and others of the Salaf all said the same.!’! 


The People will rush towards the Voice of the Caller 


C8 Ge VE OAS ace 


¢On that Day mankind will follow strictly Allah's caller, no 
crookedness will they show him.> 


On the Day, they see these conditions and these frightening 
sights, they will hastily respond to the caller. Wherever they 
are commanded to go, they will rush to it. If they had been 
like this in the worldly life, it would have been more beneficial. 
for them, but here it does not benefit them. This is as Allah 
says, 


CUE 6 sl ce ED 
¢How clearly will they see and hear, the Day when they will 
appear before Us!} [19:38] 


Allah also says, 


pa Jt Sake > 
¢hastening towards the caller .> 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


aed 


fib 268 gat 
€And all voices will be humbled for the Most Gracious,> 


Ibn ‘Abbas said, “This means they will be silent.”?! As-Suddi 
also said the same. 


"1 At-Tabari 18 :372, Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 5 :598 ,599. 
(2) At-Tabari 18 :374. 
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ae Pro serene 
rr4 peer, wt ryes ef e “i te BB 405 yy tc > 
sys BN 5555350 UN Ae os ISS ; 
Cen Pee eres ee ee : ¢And nothing shall you 
Wea atte 4 436 4: Sil [5 rd ? 
Usp veee Py betaibare eclis ro) Y=) |l hear except Hamsa.> 


At done Gm Fe wee Seer og Te vee a eR . 
POD aaah aja bas Sa‘id bin Jubayr 


ARES BA ooo 2204S 2 yf | related that Ibn ‘Abbas 
Pass “ig © pening 2 Abgra : said, “This means the 
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Guzi2 “aa elbla55c8 535k oes Anas, Qatadah, Ibn 
at 8 Ge, cor fie Soke se ye, _-24 ||Zayd and others all 
Wasi 19 DEW Cehaesy said the same.?! ‘Ali 
CVS SUN sje [bin Abi Talhah said 
ae —- ee 2 Cr" that Ibn ‘Abbas said, 
; “62993 MN “sso 4 +4 SSI aed . 40 fal on gant se 
ee ee, oles 
ee Pei aga Slay mp tcl tls OY : 
cA PORCH Ss meat G59 Tl dand nothing shall you 
PA 89 4 poe Money SOILS || hear except Hamsa.> 
fi tarde el ite cree co gm eter 1“Hamsa means a 
ae Are We « ; 
ae a stalin Sater nA ba hidden voice.”*! This 
S52 Clapp LENS; GY Lae JA l4 ||has also been repor- 
ten (GAe Bile AG oatee | otte E225 ted from Tkrimah and 
sphcralostireldresleaslines || ad-pahhak. Said bin 
Jubayr said, 


ae Wd 


CLs Yy C5 Sip 
€And nothing shall you hear except Hamsa.> 


“Hamsa means the secret speech and the steps of feet.” 


oP Sd oe Ce Yd yea rt4 an on % rete ace rs 

ls ora on L As ways 4 wa ees 4 03! o Y} Antes) ‘ead Y pend 

SAE oe SS By pb A es HO SA Yh at 
os he 


CF Oe Ge FR Bite ee ne otra ce ere 
€or ae ¥y Ub Sle 2 ey NS JS LIL 


€109. On that day no intercession shall avail, except the one 


(4 At-Tabari 18:374. 
2] At-Tabari 18:375. 
IS] At-Tabari 18:375. 
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for whom the Most Gracious has given permission and whose | 
word is acceptable to Him.> 


4110. He knows what happens to them, and what will happen 
to them, but they will never encompass anything of His 
knowledge .> 


4111. And (all) faces shall be humbled before the Ever Living, 
the Sustainer. And he who carried wrongdoing, will be indeed 
a complete failure .> 


4112. And he who works deeds of righteousness, while he is a 
believer, then he will have no fear of injustice, nor of any 
curtailment .> 


The Intercession and the Recompense 
Allah, the Exalted, says, 


para 


On that day> the Day of Resurrection, 


grr % 


Oa gas Y> 
<no intercession shall avail.» meaning with Him (Allah). 
455 A is SEN TNS SD 


except the one for whom the Most Gracious has given 
permission and whose word is acceptable to Him.> 


This is similar to His statement, 
53h Yj ite GE call 5 o> 
Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His 
permission ?> [2:255] 
It is also similar to His statement, 
¢And there are many angels in the heavens, whose intercession, 


will avail nothing except after Allah has given leave for whom 
He wills and is pleased with.> [53:26] 


He also says, 
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487 we 


€And they cannot intercede except for him with whom He is 
pleased. And they stand in awe for fear of Him.> [21:28] 
He also says, 
C4 A 5 Vy ths LAB Gat yp 
€Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom He 
permits .> [34:23] 


And He says, 
Sire Ate heels MHZ oe 9 fee 8 4. Ba a tee . aed 
fits Je San dod Hy Syke Ys KI tA as o> 


<The Day that Ar-Rith and the angels will stand forth in rows, 
they will not speak except him whom the Most Gracious allows, 
and he will speak what is right.» [78:38] 


In the Two Sahihs it is reported from the leader of the 
Children of Adam and the Noblest of all the creatures to Allah, 
Muhammad 3&: 


VON Gaatl Y bio le 2b, he a fely h Ga cb 
on A ae wes > a ee re 
03 21S Ssh nglesli WS J 4AS - 


I will come under the Throne and 1 will fall down into 
prostration. Then, I will be inspired to make praises (of Allah) 
that I am not able to recall them now. Allah will leave me in 
this condition as long as He wishes. Then, He will say, “'O 
Muhammad, raise your head. Speak and you will be heard, 
intercede and your intercession will be accepted." Then, a 
designated group will be allowed for me (to intercede on their 
behalf). Allah will then enter them into Paradise and I will 
return (to repeat the process again) 1!) 


The Prophet # mentioned doing this four times. May Allah’s 
blessings and peace be upon him and the rest of the Prophets 
as well. In another Hadith it also mentions that he said, 


< De pe Ge ate Ayet Te ge poe es Sy so ee yO 
OAS lel be TS JL ob 8 Se fa thy, Wt Al: Sue dio 


"Il Fath AlBari 8:247, Muslim 1:184. 
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glad ty Ju, Lae ol og 8 fs OY Ie AT Eas ae 
eh, Bi lg Su ye bby GG gb Ou te BIG IA si 

etal be 53 
‘Allah, the Exalted, will say, Bring out of the Fire whoever 
has a seed's weight of faith in his heart.”’ So a large number of 
people will be brought out. Then He will say, “Bring out of the 
Fire whoever has a half of a seed’s weight of faith in his heart. 
Bring out whoever has the weight of a speck of dust in his 


heart. Bring out whoever has the weight of the smallest and. 
tiniest particle of dust of faith in his heart.""»"! 


And the Hadith continues. 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


CEE 5 tpi GU cd 
¢He knows what happens to them and what will happen to 
them, > 
He encompasses all creation with His knowledge. 


aS 4 


qk 4 She Yd 


but they will never encompass anything of His knowledge .> 
This is like His statement, 


CEE yy sacle 3 pets Sched Usp 
¢And they will never encompass anything of His knowledge 
except that which He wills .> [2:255] 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


425 Fb tN 5 


¢And (all) faces shall be humbled before the Ever Living, the 
Sustainer .> 


Ibn ‘Abbas and others said, “This means that the creatures 
will be humbled, submissive and compliant to their Compeller, 
the Ever Living, Who does not die, the Sustainer of all, Who 
does not sleep.”?! He is the maintainer of everything. He 


1) Path Al-Bari 13:481. 
[21 At-Tabari 18:377, 378. 
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determines the affairs of everything and preserves everything. 
He is perfect in His Self. He is the One Whom everything is in 
need of and whom nothing could survive without. 

Concerning His statement, 


4s fe % te 35> 


€And he who carried wrongdoing, will be indeed a complete 
failure.> 
meaning on the Day of Resurrection. For verily, Allah will give 
every due right to the one who deserved it. Even the ram who 
lost its horn will be given revenge against the one who had horns. 
In the Sahih, it is recorded that the Prophet # said, 


emt 65 Sulb atin 55 lian; est 
‘Beware of wrongdoing (or oppression), for verily, wrongdoing 
will be darknesses on the Day of Resurrection.» 


And the true failure is for whoever meets Allah while 
associating partners with Him. Allah the Exalted says, 


Cte Sil pai cap 
¢''Verily, associating partners with Me is the great 
wrongdoing .""y!") 
Allah’s statement, 
Cis GU Se GSS ool sis 


¢And he who works deeds of righteousness, while he is a 
believer, then he will have no fear of injustice, nor of any 
curtailment .> ‘ 


After Allah mentions the wrongdoers and their threat, He then 
commends the pious people and mentions the judgement they 
receive. Their judgement is that they will not be wronged nor 
oppressed. This means that their evils will not be increased and 
their good deeds will not be decreased. This was stated by Ibn 
‘Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and others.!2! 
Zulm means an increase that comes from the sins of others 
being placed upon the person, and Hadm means a decrease. 


1 Ahmad 2:106. Similar wording is with Muslim 4:1996. 
21 At-Tabari 18:379, 380. 
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&, 
oo. 2 - s baie x "s a +) i Cer oa ‘Ste Soto yte att 
25 9 ASS SEM Gam ol LS ot ala ds Vy Gell at ail Gas 


42g 3) 


$113. And thus We have sent it down as a Qur'an in Arabic, . 
and have explained therein in detail the warnings, in order that | 


they may have Taqwa, or that it may cause them to have a 
lesson from it.> 


4114. Then High above all be Allah, the True King. And be | 


not in haste with the Qur'an before its revelation is completed 
to you, and say: ‘My Lord! Increase me in knowledge." > 


The Qur’an was revealed so that the People would have 


Taqwa and reflect 
After Allah, the Exalted, mentions that on the Day 


of 


Judgement both the good and the evil will be recompensed 
and there is no avoiding it, He then explains that the Qur’dén 
was revealed as a bringer of glad tidings and a warner in the 
clear and eloquent Arabic language. There is no confusion or 


deficiency in it. 
i, AS & 0 od 
¢And thus We have sent it down as a Qur'an in Arabic, and 


have explained therein in detail the warnings, in order that they 
may have Taqwa of,> 


This means: so that they will leave off sins, forbidden things 


and lewd abominations. 
405 Bb 


¢or that it may cause them to have a lesson from it.> 


This means: to produce acts of obedience and deeds that will 


bring one closer to Allah. 
4A ai i Joy 
<Then High above all be Allah, the True King .> 


This means: Most Holy and Majestic is He, the True King, Who 
is Himself the Truth and His promise is true. Likewise, His 
threat is true, His Messengers are true, the Paradise is true, 
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the Hellfire is true and everything from Him is true. His justice 
is that He does not punish anyone before warning them, 
sending Messengers to them and granting excuses to His 
creatures, so that no one will have any argument or doubt (on 
Judgment Day). 


The Command to the Prophet x8 to listen to the Qur’an 
when it is revealed without making haste to recite it 


Concerning Allah’s statement, 
Cis OY Sab I LS oe oath JRE Vip 
<And be not in haste with the Qur'an before its revelation is 
completed to you,> 


This is similar to Allah’s statement, 


SF as BO SS Op a KEE te GS I A ig Sp 
<{Move not your tongue to make haste therewith. It is for Us to 
collect it and to give you the ability to recite it. And when We 
have recited it to you, then follow its recital. Then it is for Us 
to made it clear (to you).> (75:16-19] 


It is confirmed in the Sahih on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas, 
who said that the Messenger of Allah #% used to go through 
great pains to retain the revelation. In doing so he used to 
move his tongue rapidly with its recital.!"| Then, Allah revealed 
this Ayah. This means that whenever Jibril would say an 
Ayah, the Prophet #% would say it with him due to his 
eagerness to memorize it. Then, Allah guided him to that 
which was easier and lighter in this matter, to relieve him of 
this difficulty. Allah said, 


A pRB bee eee ee St aoaa be a ae 
$52 6085 Aa Gh OL Maw Sed GU) Ly See YD 


<Move not your tongue to make haste therewith. It is for Us to 

collect it and to give you the ability to recite it.> (75:16-17] 
Meaning, “We will gather it in your chest, then you will recite 
it to the people without forgetting anything of it.” 


(l Fath ALBari 1:39. 
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¢and say: “My Lord! Increase me in knowledge.” > 


meaning, “Give me more knowledge from You.” Ibn ‘Uyaynah 
said, “The Prophet 3% did not cease increasing (in knowledge) 


until Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, took him (i.e. he died).” 
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€115. And indeed We made a covenant with Adam before, but 
he forgot, and We found on his part no firm willpower.> 

4116. And (remember) when We said to the angels : ‘‘ Prostrate 
yourselves to Adam.'' They prostrated themselves (all) except 
Iblis; he refused .> 

4117. Then We said: “‘O Adam! Verily, this is an enemy to 
you and to your wife. So let him not get you both out of 
Paradise, so that you will be distressed .’’> 

4118. “You will never be hungry therein nor naked.''> 


€119. “And you (will) suffer not from thirst therein nor from 
the sun's heat.''> 

€120. Then Shaytan whispered to him, saying: ‘O Adam! 
Shall I lead you to the Tree of Eternity and to a kingdom that 
will never waste away?" 


4121. Then they both ate of the Tree, and so their private parts 
became manifest to them, and they began to cover themselves 
with the leaves of the Paradise for their covering. Thus Adam 
disobeyd his Lord, so he went astray.> 


€122. Then his Lord chose him, and turned to him with 
forgiveness, and gave him guidance.» 


The Story of Adam and Iblis 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Verily, man was 
named Insdn only because he was given a covenant, but he 
forgot it (Nasiya).""! ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported the same?! 
from Ibn ‘Abbas. Mujahid and Al-Hasan said that he forgot 
means, “He abandoned it.”5! 

Concerning Allah’s statement, 


459 Ant se CE yp 
<And when We said to the angels: “Prostrate yourselves to 
Adam .""> 
He, Allah mentions how Adam was honored and what respect 
was given to him. He mentions how He favored him over many 


0) At-Tabari 18 :383. 
[2] At-Tabari 18 :383. 
3! at-Tabari 18 :383. 
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of those whom He created. A discussion of this story has 
already preceded in Surat Al-Baqarah, Strat Al-A‘radf, Sarat AL 
Hiyr and Surat Al-Kahf. It will also be mentioned again at the 
end of Surah Sdd. In this story, Allah mentions the creation of 
Adam and that He commanded the angels to prostrate to 
Adam as a sign of honor and respect. He also explains the 
enmity of Iblis for the Children of Adam and for their ast) 
Adam, before them. Due to this Allah says, 


al Sah Vy GSES p 
<They prostrated themselves (all) except Iblis ; he refused .> 
This means that he refrained from prostrating and became 
arrogant. 

KBie535 Gh Foe thee By 55th CHD 
<Then We said: “‘O Adam! Verily, this is an enemy to you and — 
to your wife...'"> 

here wife refers to Hawwa’. 


tii SI 5 Rae 
So let him not get you both out of Paradise, so that you will — 
be distressed .> 


meaning, ‘Do not be hasty in doing something that will get you 
expelled from Paradise, or else you will be fatigued 
discomforted and worried, seeking your sustenance. But here, 
in Paradise, you live a life of ease with no burdens and no 
difficulties.’ 


, 


iwiegs Yh ta Bo YE al Sp 
<Verily, you will never be hungry therein nor naked.» 


The reason that Allah combined hunger and nakedness iis 
because hunger is internal humiliation, while nakedness is 
external humiliation. | 


0 AES Yh Ga HY ait> 
tAnd | you (will) suffer not from thirst therein nor from the 
sun's heat.> 


These two characteristics are also opposites. Thirst is the 
internal heat and being parched from lack of water, while the 
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suns heat is the external heat. 


CSE Vogts a Sot A Jo foes, 6 LT Ay opp 
€Then Shaytan whispered to him, saying: ‘O Adam! Shall I 
lead you to the Tree of Eternity and to a kingdom that will 
never waste away?''> 


It has already been mentioned that he caused them to fall 
through deception. 


€ Neat GIS y Hets> 
¢And he swore by Allah to them both: “Verily, I am one of the 
sincere well-wishers for you both.''» [7:21] 


It has already preceded in our discussion that Allah took a 
promise from Adam and his wife that although they could eat 
from every fruit, they could not come near a specific tree in 
Paradise. However, Iblis did not cease prodding them until 
they both had eaten from it. It was the Tree of Eternity 
(Shajarat Al-Khuld). This meant that anyone who ate from it 
would live forever and always remain. A Hadith has been 
narrated which mentions this Tree of Eternity. Abu Dawud At- 
Tayalisi reported from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet 3% said, 
at ay RE G pe SLY GY S5IDI 5 had Eh gy 
wih 
‘Verily, in Paradise there is a tree which a rider can travel 
under its shade for one hundred years and still not have passed 
it. It is the Tree of Eternity.o!"! 


Imam Ahmad also recorded this narration.!? 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


452 A SG BD Veet > 
<Then they both ate of the tree, and so their private pe 
became manifest to them,> 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ubayy bin Ka‘b said that the 
Messenger of Allah 3 said, 


(1) Musnad At-Tayalisi no.332. Similar is recorded by Al-Bukhari 
without the addition ; “It is the Tree of Eternity.”. 


[21 Ahmad 2:455. 
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«Verily, Allah created Adam as a tall man with an abundance 


of hair on his head. He looked like a clothed palm tree. Then, , 


when he tasted (the fruit of) the tree, his clothes fell off of him. 
The first thing that became exposed was his private parts. So 
when he noticed his nakedness, he tried to run back into 
Paradise. However, in the process a tree caught hold of his hair 
(i.e. his hair was tangled in a tree), so he ripped his hair out. 
Then, the Most Beneficent called out to him saying, '‘O Adam, 


are you fleeing from me?'’ When he heard the Words of the , 


Most Beneficent, he said, ‘No my Lord, but 1 am ashamed. If | 
repent and recant would You let me return to Paradise?" Allah 
replied, ‘Yes."'s!1| 


This is the meaning of Allah’s statement, 
CE GF AS op fs SD 


Then Adam received from his Lord Words. And his Lord | 


pardoned him.» [2:37] 
However, this narration has a break in the chain 


of 


transmission between Al-Hasan and Ubayy bin Ka’‘b. Al-Hasan 


did not hear this Hadith from Ubayy. It is questionable as 


ito 


whether this narration can be correctly attributed to the 


Prophet 3%. 
Allah said, 


Hee ae By = oa ole 
420 oo Oye ole ub; 


€And they began to cover themselves with the leaves of the | 


Paradise for their covering .> 


(1) At-Tabari 12:354. As the author noted, this Hadith is not 


authentic. It was recorded with a connected chain by Al-Hakim, 
who considered it authentic. Adh-Dhahabi agreed. However, the 
chain contains Yahya bin Damrah, whose biography is unknown. 
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Mujahid said, “They patched the leaves on themselves in the 
form of a garment.” Qataédah and As-Suddi both said the 
same.!I 

Concerning Allah’s statement, 


ee the poses 4 
“a 


RR. a tha OS 
4B GI ale Sts a) SIF fin) Be 


Ber bane eee 

Ay pale Syabyd 

<Thus Adam disobeyed his Lord, so he went astray. Then his 
Lord chose him, and turned to him with forgiveness, and gave 
him guidance.> 


Al-Bukh4ri recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet 
3 said, 

fy dehy tr Cal cll ct 5 OW GT oy Gs 
0K5 SVE, ot tho gi EY Gat de eset, 


- (lbs SF gS fe an 2535 sf oils Of gg gle an as oT ke it 


toy pil asd - HE a) SU 
tMiisaé argued with Adam and he said to him, “Are you the 
one who got mankind expelled from Paradise because of your sin 
and you caused them grief!?'’ Adam replied, ‘‘Are you the one 
whom Allah chose for His Divine Messages and His direct 
Speech? Are you blaming me for a matter that Allah wrote 
upon me before He created me?"» Then, the Messenger of 
Allah # said, «Thus, Adam defeated Misa.1'?! 
This Hadith has various routes of transmission in the Two 
Sahihs as well as the Musnad collections."*! 
wall 33 BAS; ES Chet A ey of BA A G Ls 
BS ON oh oS J US GS og a Kw gd 
4123. He (Allah) said: ‘Get you down, both of you, together, 


(1) At-Tabari 18 :388. 
[21 Fath AL-Bari 8:288. 


3] Fath Al-Bari 6:508, 11:513 Muslim 4 :2042, 2043 & Ahmad 2 :287, 
314. 
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some of you are an enemy to some others. Then if there comes 
to you guidance from Me, then whoever follows My guidance 
he shall neither go astray nor shall be distressed .> 

4124. But whosoever turns away from My Reminder, verily, 
for him is a life of hardship, and We shall raise him up blind on 
the Day of Resurrection."'> 


€125. He will say: ‘O my Lord! Why have you raised me up 
blind, while I had sight (before)."’> 


€126. (Allah) will say: “Like this Our Ayat came unto you, 
but you disregarded them, and so this Day, you will be 
neglected .""> 


The Descent of Adam to the Earth and the Promise of 
Good for the Guided and Evil for the Transgressors 


Allah says to Adam, Hawwa’ and Iblis, “Get down from here, 
all of you.” This means each of you should get out of Paradise. 
We expounded upon this in Surah Al-Bagarah. 


4535 ux Kaz 
<Some of you as enemies to others.> [2:36] 
He (Allah) was saying this to Adam and his progeny and Iblis 
and his progeny. 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 
4585 3 Kak Usp 
<Then if there comes to you guidance from Me,> 
Abu Al-‘Aliyyah said, “This (guidance) means the Prophets, ne 
Messengers and the evidence.”!! 
435 G Ls HG el i> 
€Then whoever follows My guidance he shall neither go astray — 
nor shall be distressed .> 
Ibn ‘Abbas said, “He will not be misguided in this life and he 
will not be distressed in the Hereafter.”?! 


45,453 & BASS 


(Hl At-Tabari 1:549. 
[21 at-Tabari 18:389. 
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<But whosoever turns away from My Reminder ,> 


This means, “Whoever opposes my command and what I have 
revealed to My Messenger, then he has turned away from it, 
neglected it and taken his guidance from other than it.” 


46S Lisl A Bp 
dverily, for him is a life of hardship,» 
meaning, his life will be hard in this world. He will have no 
tranquillity and no expanding of his breast (ease). Rather, his 
chest will be constrained and in difficulty due to his 
misguidance. Even if he appears to be in comfort outwardly 
and he wears whatever he likes, eats whatever he likes and 
lives wherever he wants, he will not be happy. For verily, his 
heart will not have pure certainty and guidance. He will be in 
agitation, bewilderment and doubt. He will always be in 
confusion and a state of uncertainty. This is from the 
hardship of life. 
Concerning His statement, 


45h xa 5 SSD 
¢and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of Resurrection .> 
Mujahid, Abu Salih and As-Suddi said, “This means he will 


have no proof.”'! ‘krimah said, “He will be made blind to 
everything mee Hell.” This is as Allah says, 


Cae - weal coy (St he pgbees Se ecaii rm pane 


¢And We shall gather them together on the Day of Resurrection 
on their faces, blind, dumb and deaf; their abode will be Hell.> 
[17:97] 


This is why Allah says, 
ine ES 5 gh BE Bd 


€O my Lord! Why have you raised me up blind, while I had 
sight (before) .> 


This means in the life of this world. 


(1) At-Tabari 18 :394 ,395. 
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€(Allah) will say: ‘Like this Our Ayat came unto you, but you 
disregarded them, and so this Day, you will be neglected.> 


Meaning, “When you turned away from the signs of Allah and 
dealt with them in the manner of one who does not remember 
them after they were conveyed to you. You neglected them, 
turned away from them and were heedless of them. Therefore, 
today We will treat you in the manner of one who has 
forgotten you.” 


445 2.5 AG YS re. pas Cd 

€So this Day We shall forget them as they forgot their meeting 

of this Day.> [7:51] 
For verily, the punishment will be a retribution that is based 
upon the type of deed that was done. However, forgetting the 
words of the Qur’an, while understanding its meaning and 
acting upon its legislation, is not included in the meaning of 
this specific threat. Yet, forgetting the words of the Qur’an has 
been warned against from a different aspect. It has beeh 
reported in the Sunnah that it is absolutely forbidden and 


there is a serious threat against one who forgets Qur’an (that 
he previously memorized). 


CBB, sel A SAS, ‘) He i os al & 2 WG > 
€127. And thus do We requite him who transgresses beyond 


bounds and believes not in the Ayat of his Lord; and the 
torment of the Hereafter is far more severe and more lasting.> 


Severe Torment for Him Who transgresses beyond 
bounds 


Allah says: Thus We do requite those who transgress beyond 
bounds and belie the Aydt of Allah in this world and in the 
Hereafter.’ 


<a , we ated 4. OS aytege ote te | op ae ot 
Ci Dy oe dt Ss DS SN el BG, Gai aya g Sse a> 
¢For them is a torment in the life of this world, and certainly, — 
harder is the torment of the Hereafter. And they have no 
defender or protector against Allah.> [13:34] 


Therefore Allah said, 


455 Sh ST 2100p 


” 
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sexual intercourse: 
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€128. Is it not a guidance for them (to know) how many 
generations We have destroyed before them, in whose dwellings 
they walk? Verily, in this are signs indeed for men of 
understanding .> 


€129. And had it not been for a Word that went forth before 
from your Lord, and a term determined, (their punishment) 


1) Muslim 2:1131. 
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must necessarily have come (in this world).> 

€130. So bear patiently what they say, and glorify the praises 
of your Lord before the rising of the sun, and before its setting, 
and during some hours of the night, and at the ends of the day, 
that you may become pleased with the reward which Allah shall 
give you.> 


Many Nations were destroyed and in Them is a Lesson 
Allah, the Exalted, says, 
daz gilp 

Is it not a guidance for them...?> 
This is addressed to those who reject what the Prophet # 
came to them with: ‘We destroyed those who denied the 
Messengers from the previous nations before them. They 
showed open hostility, so now there is not trace of them and 
none of them are left. This is witnessed by the empty homes 


that these people left behind, and which others have naw 
inherited, moving about in the dwellings of those of the past.' 


€a8i BH 59 BS 5 
<Verily, in this are signs indeed for men of understanding .> 


This means those who have sound intellect and correct 
understanding. This is as Allah says, 


4 ee ZA ler yg 


CSI GS 66s Oe TG Shas 8 AKG GAT 3 LS atl 
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€Have they not traveled through the land, and have they hearts 
wherewith to understand and ears wherewith to hear? Verily, it 


is not the eyes that grow blind, but it is the hearts which are in 
the breasts that grow blind .> [22:46] 


Allah also said in Strah Alif Lam Mim As-Sajdah, 
Rig Ss 9 8S o8 AK Ss pel oe CED ST he Tp 
Is it not a guidance for them: how many generations We have 


destroyed before them in whose dwellings they walk about?> 
[32:26] 


Then, Allah, the Exalted, says, 
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¢And had it not been for a Word that went forth before from 


your Lord, and a term determined (their punishment), must 
necessarily have come (in this world).> {20:129] 


This means that if it were not for the Word that had already 
preceded from Allah ~ that He would not punish anyone until 
the proof had been established against him and the 
punishment would take place at an appointed time that He 
has already determined for these rejecters - then the 
punishment would certainly seize them immediately. 


The Command to be patient and perform the Five daily 
Prayers 


Allah comforts His Prophet 3 by saying to him, 
tide Ue j2t> 
€So bear patiently what they say,> 
This means, “Be patient concerning their rejection of you.” 
€ nit gt $5 By we 5p 
€And glorify the praises of your Lord before the rising of the 
sun,> 
This is speaking of the Morning (Fajr) prayer. 
ie 55> 
dand before its setting,» This is speaking of the Mid-afternoon 
(‘Asr) prayer. This has been mentioned in the Two Sahihs on 
the authority of Jarir bin ‘Abdullah Al-Bajali, who said, “Once 


we were sitting with the Messenger of Allah # when he looked 
up at the moon on a night when it was full. He said, 


Si Behesd OB a3} BOM YH a 555 US 5 Sy Sst 

1G Gast 55 EI pub JS lo Me 1 iE Y 
‘Verily, you all will see your Lord (in the Hereafter) just as 
you see this moon and you will not have to crowd together to 


see Him. Therefore, if you are able to not miss a prayer before 
sunrise (Fajr) and before sunset (‘Asr), then you should do so. 
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Then he recited this Ayah." 
Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Umdarah bin Ru’aybah that He 
heard the Messenger of Allah 3 ss saying, 


Wigs sie 385 es gob ce Sef 5 ab th 
tAnyone who pra ve before sunrise and before sunset will never 
enter the Hellfire .v'?! 


This was also recorded by Muslim. 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


[3] 


Ce St ght S5d 
dand during some hours of the night, glorify the praises.» 


This means during its hours offer the late night (Tahajjud) 
prayer. Some of the scholars said it also means the after 
sunset (Maghrib) and the night (Isha) prayers. 


€ (al Gylh> 
¢and at the ends of the day,> 
This is the opposite of the hours of the night. 


45 cis 
<that you may become pleased> 


As Allah says, 
qe By Bhs Shy 
¢And verily, your Lord will give you (all good) so that you 
shall be well-pleased .» [93:5] 
In the Sahih, it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah 3 
said, 
ees J ijustine, 5 Se) eo.) as aed IG a til Js 
Jib alt teh ad aio eehel Wy LoS us S88 
je 25,8 sis} Jal et Sh 38 as y past kal A 
sf sa; Ste LEsi 6 igs, ase 
UN Fath ALBari 2:40, Muslim 1:439. 


[2] Ahmad 4:136. 
3] Muslim 1:440. 
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‘Allah, the Exalted, says, ‘‘O people of Paradise.” They will 
reply, ‘‘We are here at Your service and Your pleasure our 
Lord.” He will then say, “Are you all pleased?” They will reply, 
“Why should we not be pleased our Lord, when You have given 
us what You have not given any others of Your creation?" Allah 
will then say, ‘Verily, I am going to give you something better 
than that.’ They will say, ‘And what thing could be better than 
that?" Allah will say, ‘‘I have allowed for you My pleasure, so I 
will never be angry with you again after this.''s!"| 


In another Hadith, it states that it will be said, 
lop U5 5S BS SF ay ey ol Be Sy dei plo 
EKG Eh ciety oO 2 GSH yy Jy G5 ad 
BSUS ey oath BB Ss es thel G ai 55 oly 0,5 Stel 
«“O people of Paradise, verily you all have an appointed 
promise with Allah that He would like to fulfill for you." They 
will say, “‘And what is that? Has He not already enlightened 
our faces, made our Scales (of good deeds) heavy, saved us from 
the Hellfire and entered us into Paradise?" Then, the veil will 
be lifted and they will gaze upon Him (Allah). By Allah, He 
has not given them anything better than the opportunity to look 
upon Him, and that is the increase (extra blessing) .»!?! 


€131. And strain not your eyes in longing for the things We 
have given for enjoyment to various groups of them, the 
splendor of the life of this world, that We may test them 
thereby. But the provision of your Lord is better and more 
lasting .> 

4132. And -enjoin Salah on your family, and be patient in 
offering ‘them. We ask not of you a provision: We provide for 
you. And .the gooileni is for those who have Taqwa.> 


1 Fath Al-Bari'11:428. 
(2) Ahmad 4:332. 
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Do not look at the Enjoyment of the Wealthy, be patient 
in the worship of Allah 


Allah, the Exalted, says to His Prophet Muhammad #, “Do not 
look at what these people of luxury and their likes and peers 
have of nice comforts. For verily, it is only short-lived splendor 
and a feeble bounty, which We are using to test them with. 
And very few of My servants are truly thankful.” Mujahid said, 


iis CSNp 
qvarious groups of them,» “This means the wealthy people. 
This means, “Verily, We have given you (0 Muhammad) better 


than that which We have given them.” This is just as Allah says 
in another Ayah, 


afl] 


Baer 309 Fe retin ae oe oe Genie atte 
4a 655 Y ay Silt Gti ee GaN. Sal 


¢And indeed, We have bestowed upon you seven repeatedly 
recited verses, and the Grand Qur'an. Look not with your eyes 
ambitiously .» [15:87-88] 
Likewise, that which Allah has stored for His Messenger 2% in 
the Hereafter is something extremely great. It is an unlimited 
reward that cannot be described. This is as Allah says, 
EA By Be 35> 
¢And verily, your Lord will give you so that you shall be well- 
pleased .> [93:5] 


For this reason, Allah says, 
4:2 EBS isd 
<But the provision of your Lord is better and more lasting.» — 


In the Sahih it is recorded that Umar bin Al-Khattab enterea 
upon the Messenger of Allah # while he was in the small 
room in which he had separated himself from his wives aii 
he had vowed to stay away from them. When he came in, he 
saw him (the Prophet #%) lying down upon a sandy straw mat. 
There was nothing in the house except a pile of sant tree pods 
and some hanging equipment. ‘Umar’s eyes filled with tears 
(upon seeing this), so the Messenger of Allah 2 said to him, 


I At-Tabari 17:141. 


414 Tafsir Ibn_ Kathir 
C2 G ASGU 
‘What makes you cry, O Umar?» 


He replied, “O Messenger of Allah, verily Kisra and Caesar are 
living in their luxurious conditions, yet you are the chosen 
Friend of Allah amongst His creation?” The Prophet 2 said, 


Be Bo th OS Sie ts Se hs gy aT hs Os oh 
cal 


‘Do you have doubt, O son of Al-Khattib? Those people have 

had their good hastened for them in the life of this world .»!! 
Thus, the Prophet ## was the most abstinent of people 
concerning worldly luxuries, even though he had the ability to 
attain them. If he acquired anything of worldly treasures he 
would spend it on this and that for the servants of Allah. He 
would never save anything for himself for the next day. 

Ibn Abi Hatim reported from Abu Said that the Messenger of 
Allah 2% said, 
CSA 9535 be pS Go ads u Sle Gui u Syd f bp 
‘Verily, the thing I fear most for you all is what Allah will 


allow you to acquire of the splendor of this world.» 


They (the Companions) said, “What is the splendor of this 
world, O Messenger of Allah?” He said, 


«25M 25 
<The blessings of the earth .»!?! 


Qatadah and As-Suddi said, “The splendor of this worldly life 
means the beautiful adornments of the life of this world.”!! 
Qatadah said, 


() Fath ALBari 5:137. ; 

7] Ibn Abi Hatim 7 :2442, also recorded by Al-Bukhari (no. 6427) with 
a slight variation of wording. 

3! At-Tabari 18 :404. 
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<that We may test them thereby.» “So that We may put them to 
trial.” 
Concerning Allah’s statement, 


ap hb ntay. aan a Se TT 
4 AL ah Gal 2h 


¢And enjoin the Salih on your family, and be patient in 
offering them. 


This means to save them from the punishment of Allah by the 
establishment of the prayer, and you also be patient in 
performing it. This is as Allah says, 


400 Saal SATIS thaw gail hep 


€O you who believe! Ward off yourselves and your families 
against a Fire (Hell) .> [66:6] 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Zayd bin Aslam reported from his 
father that he and Yarfa’ would sometimes spend the night at 
‘Umar bin Al-Khattab’s. Umar had a certain time of night that 
he would get up and pray. However, sometimes he would not 
get up for it. Then, we would say, “He is not going to get up 
like he usually does.” When he would awaken, he would make 
his family get up as well. He would say, 
Ch LE lah ait Zi 


‘> 


“And enjoin the Salah on your family, and be patient in 
offering them.” || 
Allah said; 
4H 2 1b, diss > 


€We ask not of you a provision: We provide for you.> | 


This means that if you establish the prayer, your sustenance 
will come to you from where you did not expect. This is as 
Allah says, 
<And whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make a way for 
him to get out (from every difficulty). And He will provide him 


(] at-Tabari 18:405. 
[2] at-Tabari 18:406. 
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from (sources) he never could imagine.> (65:2-3] 

Allah also says, 
¢And I (Allah) created not the Jinn and mankind except that 
they should worship Me (Alone).> until, 


qin Gil A 36 A a gD 
<Verily, Allah is the All-Provider, Owner of Power, the Most 
Strong .» [(51:56-58] 
Thus, Allah says, 
4We ask not of you a provision: We provide for you.> 
Verily, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah recorded that Abu Hurayrah 
said that the Messenger of Allah 2% said, 
iby «Ay Lely ge Sie Sof sous E58 ps GG: wud an db 
075 Sef iy hb Sis BM es 
tAllah, the Exalted, says, “O son of Adam, perform My 
worship and I will fill your chest with wealth and fulfill your 
needs. If you do not do so, then I will fill your chest with toil 
and I will not fulfill your needs ."'s""! 


It is also reported from Zayd bin Thabit that he heard the 
Messenger of Allah # saying, 
iy oh phy ese G5 OB aes tpl ae en GS Gs Ch SU Bn 
cali ge gass Ald ee CS Ee tw as Ds ul 
WBS op Gal ly 


«Whoever makes the worldly life his major concern, then Allah 
will scatter his situation for him (i.e. make it difficult) and his 
poverty will be placed between his eyes. He will not get from 
this world anything except that which has already been written 
for him. Whoever makes the Hereafter his intention, then his 
situation will be gathered for him (i.e. made easy) and his 


1) Tyupfat Al-Ahwadhi 7 :166, Ibn Majah 2 :1376. 
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wealth will be placed in his heart. The worldly life will come to ' 
him anyway (in spite of his not seeking it) .0!"! 


Concerning Allah’s statement, | 


Do pee, 


52 asityp 
¢And the good end is for those who have Taqwa.> 


This means the good end in this life and in the Hereafter. In 
the Hereafter the good end will be Paradise for whoever feared 
Allah. In the Sahih it is reported that the Messenger of Allah 
said, 


wtb oft! b3 ie sb esl nl; i of SE 8 3 UG Awe Sah 
tb Bs Ny Bb Can yg GS ub Sf Gs 256 


«] saw in my dream tonight a vision as if we were in the home 
of ‘Ugbah bin Rafi’ and we were given fresh Ibn Tab dates. 
Therefore, I interpreted this dream to mean that the good final 
outcome (‘Agibah) is for us in this world along with lofty 
(Rifa‘ah) positions, and that our religion is good (Tab) .»'! 


OS md hai 3 0 ky ret al igh oo xG Gl GS iep 
Oo on abs GS Yes | Bo Wa M8 Sey AK . 
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€133. They say: “Why does he not bring us a sign from his 
Lord?" Has there not come to them the proof of that which is in 
the former papers (Scriptures)?> 

4134. And if We had destroyed them with a torment before 
this, they would surely have said: “Our Lord! If only You had 


sent us a Messenger, we should certainly have followed Your 
Ayat, before we were humiliated and disgraced .''> 


4135. Say: “Each one is waiting, so wait you too; and you 
shall know who are they that are on Ags-Sirat As-Sawi, and who | 
are they that have let themselves be guided."'> | 
( Ibn Majah 2:1375. 

21 Muslim 4:1779. Ibn Tab is the name of a popular kind of date. 
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The Request of the Polytheists for Proofs while the 
Qur’an is itself a Proof 


Allah, the Exalted, informs about the disbelievers in their 
statement, 


4¥5> 
«Why does not> This means, ‘Why doesn’t Muhammad bring us 
some proof from his Lord?’ They meant a sign that was proof of 


his truthfulness in his claim that he was the Messenger of 
Allah. Allah, the Exalted, said, 


€INi Gh 3 UES ag Sil> 
¢Has there not come to them the proof of that which is in the 
former papers (Scriptures)? 


This means the Qur’4n which Allah revealed to him while he 
was an unlettered man who could not write well and who did 
not study with the People of the Book. Yet, the Qur’an 
contains information about the people of the past that tells of 
their events from times long ago and it agrees with the 
authentic information in the previous Books concerning these 
matters. The Qur’dn is the supervisor of these other Books. It 
verifies what is correct and explains the mistakes that were 
falsely placed in these Books and attributed to them. This 
Aue: is similar to Allah’s statement in Surat Al-‘Ankabut, 


wee 
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CHR pA wey 
¢And they say: “Why are not signs sent down to him from his 
Lord?" Say: “The signs are only with Allah, and I am only a 
plain warner.” It is not sufficient for them that We have sent 


down to you the Book which is recited to them? Verily, herein 
is mercy and a reminder for a people who believe.» [29:50-51] 


In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah 
8 said, 
gil 66 hy CaN al le glu uy gal 5 gd 
tata ee WE asi 5,8t df 256 Fe oi tei th; zsyl 
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There was not any Prophet except that he was given signs that 
caused men to believe. That which I have been given is a 
revelation that Allah has revealed to me, so I hope that I have 
the most followers among them (the Prophets) on the Day of 
Resurrection .0!") 


In this Hadith, the Prophet # only mentioned the greatest of 
the signs that he was given, which is the Qur’an. However, he 
did have other miracles, which were innumerable and 
limitless. These miracles have all been recorded in the books 
that discuss them, and they have been affirmed in the places 
that mention them. 

Then Allah says, 


485 SLI IS YH ad oo Wi KL Sp 
¢And if We had destroyed them with a torment before this, they 


would surely have said: ‘Our Lord! If only You had sent us a 
Messenger..."'> 


This means, “If We had destroyed these rejecting people before 
We sent this Noble Messenger to them and revealed the Mighty 
Book to them, they would have said, 


4425 Ch) ELS Y5 Cop 
<Our Lord! If only You had sent us a Messenger,> 


meaning, ‘before you destroyed us, so we could have believed 
in him and followed him.’ This is like Allah said, 


458s Jab IG Bust Sp 


. we should certainly have followed Your Ayat, before we were 
humiliated and disgraced .> 


Allah, the Exalted, explains that these rejecters are stubborn 
and obstinate and they will not believe. 


425. 2M OO OG Sh Jee SE HP 
¢Even if every sign should come them, until they see the 
painful torment.> [10:97] 


This is as Allah says, 


"l Fath Al-Bari 8:619, Muslim 1:134. 
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Lae ad Ane 2 2 dz: oe us +, ow. wi aoe 
<i jeg Sid (8G tS it a f LSS 35> 


And this is a blessed Book which We have sent down, so 
follow it and have Taqwa (of Allah), that you may receive 
mercy .> 
Until His statement, 
Cw Sue YO Up 
<because of their turning away .> [6:155-157] 
Allah also says, 


AN ity & coal GSS So BE oS SS Le St b> 
<And they swore by Allah their most binding oath that if a 
warner came to them, they would be more guided than any of 
the nations (before them).> [35:42] 


€ 


Pa 
7 oF 0gF 


i head Se She of wl ae hh (Cat 


¢And they swear their strongest oaths by Allah, that if there 
came to them a sign, they would surely believe therein.> 
[6:109] to the completion of those Ayaét. 


Then, Allah says, 
<i> 


€Say> “Say, O Muhammad, to those who deny you, oppose you 
and continue in their disbelief and obstinance.” 


aes 


2 
oaks SE=> 


¢Each one is waiting,» among you and us; 


- 
4 ocece 


€ipon 


€so wait you too;> This is a command to await (anticipate). 


esl bial I of aptecap 
¢and you shall know who are they that are on As-Sirat As- 
Sawi.> 
This means the straight road. 


flee 77 


iscsi 45> 


Siirah 20. Ta Ha (133-135) (Part-16 421 


¢And who are they that have let themselves be guided.> 


meaning guidance to the truth and the path of right guidance. 
This is similar to Allah’s statement, 


he IDF ON 8; Se UF SSD 

€And they will know, when they see the torment, who it is that 

is most astray from the path!> [25:42] 
And Allah said, 

CIM BUS 1 Bce> 

<Tomorrow they will come to know who is liar, the insolent 

one!> [54:26] 
This is the end of the Tafsir of Sirah Ta Ha, and all praise 
and gratitude is due to Allah. The Tafsir of Surat Al-Anbiya’ 


will follow this, if Allah wills. And all praise and thanks are 
due to Allah. 
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The Tafsir of Sarat Al-Anbiya’ 
(Chapter - 21) 


Which was revealed in Makkah 


The Virtues of Sarat Al-Anbiya’ 


Al-Bukhari recorded that ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Yazid said that 
‘Abdullah said, “Banu Isra’i,!"! AlL-Kahf, Maryam, Ta Ha and 
Al-Anbiya’ - they are among the earliest and most beautiful 
Stirahs and they are my treasure.”!! 


a a ee 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 


aoe So, Se in nc ae as a. a 2 ey) 4, 77tte 
rep ot pS} Ub tele ‘Opmyat pte booty pple Ll aiid 
eos 24. 4 vee be 
iT ro je ab & ja Sui Ar ato & aay | t Opals es cag iy wid 


Law yg Sal ey Gy IE het A saat Op Teel 2S 
GE Ft BLOAT yo I A a fF ee gees 3 GING 

qu) hE il SEI 55 ot ld Can TG Lui tee xe, 
41. Draws near for mankind their reckoning, while they turn 
away in heedlessness.> 


€2. Comes not unto them an admonition from their Lord as a 
recent revelation but they listen to it while they play.> 


€3. With their hearts occupied. Those who do wrong, conceal 
their private counsels, (saying): ‘‘Is this more than a human 
being like you? Will you submit to magic while you see it?’'> 


<4. He said: “My Lord knows what is said in the heavens and 
on earth. And He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower."'> 


") Surah ALisraé 
[2] Fath ALBari, 4:289. 
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45. Nay, they say: “These are mixed up false dreams! Nay, he 
has invented it! - Nay, he is a poet! Let him then bring us an 
Ayah like the ones that were sent before!''> 


46. Not one of the towns of those which We destroyed, believed 
before them ; will they then believe.» 


The Hour is at hand but People are heedless 


This is a warning from Allah of the approach of the Hour, and 
that people are heedless of it, i.e., they are not working for it 
or preparing for it. An-Nasa7i recorded that Abu Sa‘id reported 
from the Prophet 2: 


Girt fo 
¢while they turn away in heedlessness>, he 3 said, 
rrext ey 
«in this world .2!"1 
Allah says: 
CS Gai 71 SID 


<The Event ordained by Allah will come to pass, so seek not to 
hasten itp 


Cio IS oy eG Sh eval Tp 


4The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft 
asunder. And if they see a sign, they turn away.> [54:1,2]. 


Then Allah states that they do not listen to the revelation 
(Wahy) that He sends down to His Messenger #%, which is 
addressed to the Quraysh and all disbelievers like them. 


45 E 6435 ob Es oF pach UD 
<Comes not unto them an admonition from their Lord as a recent 
revelation? meaning, newly-revealed, 
dinch Bs Lt Wp 
<but they listen to it while they play.» This is like what Ibn ‘Abbas 
said, “Why do you ask the People of the Book about what they 


(1 An-Nasai in Al-Kubra, 6:407. 


424 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


have, which has been altered and distorted, and they have 
added things and taken things away, when your Book is the 
most recently revealed from Allah, and you read it pure and 
upaguiterated Al-Bukhari recorded something similar to 
this. 


ib it Gath ids 
<Those who do wrong, conceal their private counsels> 
meaning, what they say to one another in secret. 


qpeelis 2 tise Jap 
dis this more than a human being like you?» meaning, the 
Messenger of Allah ¥. They did not believe that he could be a 
Prophet because he was a human being like them, so how 


could he have been singled out to receive revelation, and not 
them? They said: 


3 ote 2 o Lf Bare4 
hanes Bly SAN SID 


€Will you submit to magic while you see it?> meaning, will you 
follow him and be like one who submits to magic when he 
knows that it is magic? Allah said in response to their 
fabrications and lies: 


€ENb Li 4 Tal Ly gy Jap 
¢He said: ''My Lord knows what is said in the heavens and on 
earth...""> 


Nothing at all is hidden from the One Who knows that, and 
He is the One Who reveals this Qur’an which contains news of 
the earliest and last generations. No one can produce the like 
of this except the One Who knows all the secrets of the 
heavens and the earth. 


Coacil Ecih 55> 
¢And He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.» means, He hears all 


that they say and He knows all their circumstances. This is a 
warning and a threat to them. 


1] Fath Al-Bari, 13:505. 
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The Disbelievers’ Ideas about the Qur’an and the 
Messenger 2; their demand for a Sign and the 
Refutation of that 


+ 7°% 


425i yo KI Ss 6 BD 
<Nay, they say: ‘These are mixed up false dreams! Nay, he 
has invented it!...""> 


Here Allah tells us of the stubbornness and heresy of the 
disblievers, and the various things they said about the Qur’an, 
and how they were confused and misguided about it. 
Sometimes they described it as magic, and sometimes they 
described it as poetry, or mixed up false dreams, or a 
fabrication. As Allah says: 


CBI SES GING SON BS GE Sabty 
<See what examples they have put forward for you. So they 
have gone astray, and never can they find a way} [17:48] 
455M Loi Ce pe Gop 
¢Let him then bring us an Ayah like the ones that were sent 
before! 


They were referring to the she-camel of Salih, and the signs of 
Musa and ‘isa. And Allah says, 


4650 G lee IY CLG JE sp 
<And nothing stops Us from sending the Ayat but that the 


people of old denied them.> [17:59]. 
So Allah said here: 


’ Cpee es ber eee nee 
4 VSR all (ESN 35 ot AG Sn Up 


<Not one of the towns of those which We destroyed, believed 
before them; will they then believe? 


None of the peoples to whom Messengers were sent were given 
a sign at the hands of their Prophet and believed. On the 
contrary, they disbelieved and We destroyed them as a result. 
Would these people believe in a sign if they saw it? Not at alll 
In fact, 
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EN Nigt ie 


- 
ae cae o AS Ewe. 


Or Spon ah Gib gehen ol A 
PEE Biot Boscing it 
fbi Sant? Lilo lsd Ss SIG Rane 

3% Bote Ae on ae 
SNE Ngaio J ses 
obi CEAIGS Q ati ais 


oat -3 22 3g 4+ Bb clon 


NISC wea ean perl 
CNS spol EOIL 
SSCS vee “py ig’ ASCITES GS 
acs eee IS, ph tkiy doh 
aes Jog Daas eis cbse 
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€Truly, those, against 
whom the Word of your 
Lord has been justified, 
will not believe. Even if 
every sign should come 
to them, until they see 
the painful torment.> 
[10:96-97]. 

Indeed, they witnes- 
sed clear signs and 
definitive proof at the 
hands of the Messen- 
ger of Allah xy, signs 
which were far clearer 
and more overwhel- 
ming than any that 
had been witnessed in 
the case of any other 
Prophet, may the 
raeacs and peace of Allah be upon them all. 


LES LS 3 pil Ja iS | ns Ye iy HHS CCS > 
waeee fe ars BI eee mn kati G 


er SSM 235 ae ens 3k Gy Avan Beat J Vale prealae Uy 
C2 Sa i Ce AS OG 


bla 


€7. And We sent not before you but men to whom We 
revealed. So ask the people of the Reminder if you do not 
know .> 


€8. And We did not place them in bodies that did not eat food, 
nor were they immortals .> 


€9. Then We fulfilled to them the promise. So We saved them 
and those whom We willed, but We destroyed Al-Musrifin .> 
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The Messengers are no more than Human Beings 


Here Allah refutes those who denied that human Messengers 
could be sent: 


diel ca Vey Vy iG CI 


¢And We sent not before you but men to whom We revealed .> 
meaning, all the Messengers who came before you were men, 
human beings. There were no angels among them. This is like 
the Aydt: 

EN SS Ss all ced Vy YS oe CLG Cp 
¢And We sent not before you any but men unto whom We 
revealed, from among the people of townships» [12:109] 
425i 4 04 LE w Sip 

¢Say: ‘Tam not a new thing among the Messengers...> [46:9] 

Allah tells us that the previous nations denied that and said: 


te 2 
<"Shall mere men guide us?''> [64:6]. So Allah says here: 


45745 I 2S yy Sai Gai Heap 


4So ask the people of the Reminder if you do not know.> 


meaning, ask the people of knowledge among the nations such 
as the Jews and Christians and other groups: ‘were the 
Messengers who came to you human beings or angels?’ Indeed 
they were human beings. This is a part of the perfect blessing 
of Allah towards His creation: He sent to them Messengers 
from among themselves so that they could receive the Message 
from them and learn from them. 


iat zt Yc paths wp 
¢And We did not place them in bodies that did not eat food...> 
meaning, rather they had bodies that ate food, as Allah says: 
455-01 9 5455 fat RTS My Sy cactl & HS I > 
¢And We never sent before you any of the Messengers but 
verily, they ate food and walked in the markets} [25:20] 
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meaning, they were human beings who ate and drank like all 
other people, and they went to the marketplaces to earn a 
living and engage in business; that did not affect them 
adversely or reduce their status in any way, as the idolators 
imagined. 
SSS Ab oh UNS Cs gts at Je MT GS Sep 
€And they say: ‘Why does this Messenger eat food, and walk 
about in the markets. Why is not an angel sent down to him to 
be a warner with him? Or (why) has not a treasure been 


granted to him, or why has he not a garden whereof he may 
eat?"'> [25:7-8] 


Kid BE OD 
¢nor were they immortals») meaning, in this world; on the 


contrary, they lived, then they died. 


ie 


7op me 


Cale Gus os 8b HS ep 

¢And We granted not to any human being immortality before 

you> [21:34] 
But what distinguished them from others was that they 
received revelation from Allah, and the angels brought down to 
them from Allah His rulings concerning His creation, what He 
commanded and what He prohibited. 

€aji HEL BD 


<Then We fulfilled to them the promise.» the promise that their 
Lord made to destroy the evildoers. Allah fulfilled His promise 
and did that. He says: 


485 5 AEBED 
€So0 We saved them and those whom We willed,» meaning, their 
followers among the believers, 

tigi AG) 


<but We destroyed Al-Musrifin.» meaning, those who disbelieved 
the Message brought by the Messengers. 
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NS ar Vere 


410. Indeed, We have sent down for you a Book in which there 
is Dhikrukum. Will you not then understand?> 


411. How many a town given to wrongdoing, have We 
destroyed, and raised up after them another people!> 


412. Then, when they sensed Our torment, behold, they (tried 
to) flee from it.> 

413. Flee not, but return to that wherein you lived a luxurious 
life, and to your homes, in order that you may be questioned .> 


414. They cried: ‘Woe to us! Certainly we have been 
wrongdoers."'> 


€15. And that cry of theirs ceased not, till We made them as a 
field that is reaped, extinct.> 


The Virtue of the Qur’an 


Here Allah points out the noble status of the Qur’an and urges 
them to recognize its worth: 


85; 43 Com KH WH dp 
<Indeed, We have sent down for you a Book in which there is 
Dhikrukum>. 


Ibn ‘Abbas said: “Honor for you.”!!! 
€5sjkas Sulp 


<Will you not then understand?> means, will you not understand 
this blessing, and accept it? This is like the Ayah: 


CHK 355 a A BS Syd 
<And verily, this is indeed a Reminder for you and your 
people, and you will be questioned .> [43:44] 


(1) At-Tabari, 21:611. 
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How the Evildoers were destroyed 


- 


2b 8 505 GS GP 
¢How many a town given to wrongdoing, have We destroyed ,> 
meaning, they were very many. This is like the Ayah: 
465 i be ost Se CEN 
ae many generations have We destroyed after Nith!» 
21 


* 


oD ys OBES + copest 2. es 
fst & GE Sb Ib cay WEE 335 oi Kap 
€And many a township did We destroy while they were given 
to wrongdoing, so that it lie in ruins» [22:45). 
4A OS 6 hp 
and raised up after them another people!y means, another nation 
which came after them. 
eek tp 

¢Then, when they sensed Our torment,» when they realized that 


the torment would undoubtedly come upon them, just as their 
Prophet had warned them, 


55, US hd 
<behold, they (tried to) flee from it.> they tried to run away. 


GEES 05 BAL Stash 15 D 
Flee not, but return to that wherein you lived a luxurious life, 
and to your homes,> 


This is a way of ridiculing them. It will be said to them by way 
of ridicule: “Do not run away from the coming torment; go 
back to the delights and luxuries and fine homes in which you 
were living.” Qatadah said, “Mocking them.” 


in order that you may be questioned» about whether you gave 
thanks for what you had. 
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qi wishes ¥ 5G jit s ja Wb se 
416. We created not the heavens and the earth and all that is 
between them for play.> 


€17. Had We intended to take a pastime, We could surely have 
taken it from Us, if We were going to do (that).> 


€18. Nay, We fling the truth against the falsehood, so it 
destroys it, and behold, it disappears. And woe to you for that 
which you ascribe .> 
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€19. To Him belongs whosoever is in the heavens and on earth. 
And those who are near Him are not too proud to worship 
Him, nor are they weary .> 


€20. They glorify His praises night and day, they never 
slacken .> 


Creation was made with Justice and Wisdom 
Allah tells us that He created the heavens and the earth in 
truth, i.e. with justice. 
€sHh BN oll os Ue Yel ast o> 
that He may requite those who do evil with that which they 


have done, and reward those who do good, with what is best .> 
[53:31]. 


He did not create all that in vain or for (mere) play: 
is US ah SA ag as Sue Sy ENG eal Ge wp 
4.95 20 
¢And We created not the heaven and the earth and all that is 
between them without purpose! That is the consideration of 
those who disbelieve! Then woe to those who disbelieve from the 
Fire!> [38:27] 
Ciiviéed Cee of CY os SIEY LE SE sp 
<Had We intended to take a pastime, We could surely have 
taken it from Us, if We were going to do (that).> 
Ibn Abi Najih said, narrating from Mujahid: 
465 oe SEY GLE J ES Sp 
¢Had We intended to take a pastime, We could surely have 
taken it from Us,> 


“Meaning, ‘From Ourself,’ He is saying, ‘We would not have 
created Paradise or Hell or death or the resurrection or the 
Reckoning.””!] 


"I At-Tabari, 18:421. 
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if We were going to do (that).» Qatadah,'!! As-Suddi, Ibrahim 
An-Nakha‘ii and Mughirah bin Miqsam said: “This means, ‘We 
will not do that.”” Mujahid said, every time the word 


<ol> 


4ifp is used in the Qur’an, it is a negation.!) 


45 & Bh Sis > 


«Nay, We fling the truth against the falsehood,» means, ‘We 
explain the truth and thus defeat falsehood.’ Allah says: 


4 48 22 Bhrere 


4325 5h GE ALD 


¢so it destroys it, and behold, it disappears.» it is fading and 
vanishing. 


Sot Iyer 


43) SP 
¢And woe to you? O you who say that Allah has offspring. 


eae 


tind > 
¢for that which you ascribe.» that which you say and 
fabricate. 
Then Allah informs of the servitude of the angels, and how 
they persevere in worship night and day: 
Everything belongs to Allah and serves Him 


ae ore Ca Sted ia GL Ca 
$e 4 ON OS g os Wd 


<To Him belongs whosoever is in the heavens and on earth. 
And those who are near Him i.e., the angels, 


dsile & GRE VD 


¢are not too proud to worship Him,} they do not feel proud and 
do not refuse to worship Him. This is like the Ayah: 
& JS25 oo) Sl KH GG Ae OS SE as 
CE aS PAR ES site 


= 


0) at-Tabari, 18:420. 
[21 4d-Durr Al-Manthir, 5 :620. 
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¢Al-Masih will never be proud to reject being a servant of 
Allah, nor the angels who are the near. And whosoever rejects 
His worship and is proud, then He will gather them all together 
unto Himself.> [4:172} 


dint Wp 
¢nor are they weary.» means, they do not get tired or feel bored. 
Catt Yb I Ap 
<They glorify His praises night and day, they never slacken .> 


They persist in their worship night and day, obeying Allah to 
the utmost, and they are able to do this, as Allah says: 
453 UG Sj aA t G aif St Y> 
¢who do not vee: Allah in what He commands them, but do 
what they are commanded> (66:6| 


end 3525 eeeaaA enh Ole 


Cd af mT a [ary ae Sot a Says - oh & mela Vauel ats : 
Cr oes 5 SE ISS ike a al 
421. Or have they taken (for worship) gods from the earth who 
raise the dead?> 


¢22. Had there been therein (in the heavens and the earth) gods 
besides Allah, then verily, both would have been ruined. 
Glorified be Allah, the Lord of the Throne, (High is He) above 
all that (evil) they associate with Him!» 

€23. He cannot be questioned as to what He does, while they 
will be questioned .> 


Refutation of false gods 
Allah denounces those who take other gods instead of Him: 


qiniyss wen & Tan pict N> 
<Or have they taken gods from the earth who raise the dead?> 


meaning, can they bring the dead back to life and bring them 
forth from the earth? They cannot do any of that, so how can 
they make them rivals to Allah and worship them alongside 
Him? 

Then Allah tells us that if there were another god besides Him, 
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the heavens and the earth would be ruined: 
dine Os 36 Sd 


¢Had there been therein gods» means, in the heavens and the 
earth, 


Naeaad 


46> 
¢then verily, both would have been ruined.» This is like the Ayah: 


oes eG eh SG AG ee he Sa 

9 Sees (C3 a pitas uae Re 
4No son did Allah beget, nor is there any god along with Him. 
Then each god would have taken away what he had created, and 
some would have tried to overcome others! Glorified be Allah 
above all that they attribute to Him!» (23:91). 


And Allah says here: 


Sa G4 77 ost 


Ci jun ws vas al at 
Glorified be Allah, the Lord of the Throne, above all that they 
associate with Him!> 


meaning, glorified be He above what they say about Him 
having offspring or partners; glorified and exalted and 
sanctified be He far above all the lies that they fabricate. 


EMS 635 Sea JES > 
¢He cannot be questioned about what He does, while they will 
be questioned .> 


He is the Ruler Whose rule cannot be overturned and none 
can object to it, because of His might, majesty, pride, 
knowledge, wisdom, justice and subtlety. 


tase cb 

qwhile they will be questioned.» means, He is the One Who will 

ask His creation about what ee did. This is like the Ayah: 
PELE HE Rage ES cog) 


¢So, by your Lord, We shall i ceria call all of them to 
account. For all that they used to do.> [15:92-93] 


440 ce 2 Vy AA D> 
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¢And He protects (all), while against Whom there is no 
protector> [23:88] 


2S ew ben iy vr, , oS” Se 
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424. Or have they taken for worship gods besides Him? Say: 
“Bring your proof. This is the Reminder for those with me and 
the Reminder for those before me."" But most of them know not 
the Truth, so they are averse.» 


425. And We did not send any Messenger before you but We 
revealed to him (saying): ‘There is no God but I, so worship 
Me.’’> 

4b 6 oa oo WET Sy 


<¢Or have they taken for worship gods besides Him? Say:) - O 
Muhammad - 


G:LaiKs Nad 


<Bring your proof.» your evidence for what you are saying. 


tii Bi tey 


<This is the Reminder for those with me> means, the Qur'an. 


See + 9 
<5 RoBSyS 2 
qand the Reminder for those before me> means, the previous 
Books, unlike what you claim. Each Book was revealed to each 
Prophet who was sent with the message that there is no god 
except Allah, but you idolators do not recognize the truth, so 
you turn away from it. Allah says: 


CA BY Yat ah ces WS oe US oe a Tp 


¢And We did not send any Messenger before you but We 
revealed to him (saying): ‘There is no god but I..." 


This is like the Aydt. 
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iy SIN Glo TNS 


the Most Gracious?'’> 
[43:45] 
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SR YOO te od vated 25 PI 
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cise SA Catatics Eesipa soles, 42, jail 
as 2 BF Sf or Nr ay ceere 6 7 poor 
ey Gin CANS Bosse And verily, We have 


Raa 


BAAR oan 5, “wiz ||sent among every Um- 
oe bsiak. ASS i pals mah a Messenger (pro- 


Ae EELS sp Subba Kas claiming): ‘‘Worship 


2s cevsses 2 074% % Allah, and avoid Taghit 
153% 6 ameee plas (all false deities)."> 
SO ea dt; yor Se | 16:36) 
Every Prophet who 
was sent by Allah 
called people to worship Allah Alone, with no partner or 
associate. The natural inclination of man (Al-Fitrah) also bears 
witness to that. The idolators have no proof and their dispute 
is of no use before their Lord; on them is wrath, and for them 
will be a severe torment. 


e Si, BAG TSS ee i BL OG Saat at esp 
hs wal Vy pads pana ne tare Wee aah 
parva not DS ws ot Sy pee JE BE ass 
426. And they say: “The Most Gracious has ae 
children ."" Glory to Him! They are but honored servants.» 
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€27. They speak not until He has spoken, and they act on His 
command .> 


428. He knows what is before them, and what is behind them, 
and they cannot intercede except for him with whom He is 
pleased. And they stand in awe for fear of Him.> 


429. And if any of then should say: ‘Verily, I am a god 
besides Him," such We should recompense with Hell. Thus We 
recompense the wrongdoers .» 


The Refutation of Those Who claim that the Angels are 
the Daughters of Allah; description of their Deeds and 
Status 


Here Allah refutes those who claim that He has offspring 
among the angels - exalted and sanctified be He. Some of the 
Arabs believed that the angels were the daughters of Allah, 
but Allah says: 


4A Ce HEY 
Glory to Him! They are but honored servants.> 


meaning, the angels are servants of Allah who are honored by 
Him and who hold high positions of noble status. They obey 
Him to the utmost in all their words and deeds. 


EMSS ah Ay lh BA YD 
<They speak not until He has spoken, and they act on His 
command .> 
meaning, they do not initiate any matter before Him or go 
against His commands; on the contrary, they hasten to do as 
He commands, and He encompasses them with His knowledge 
so that nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him. 


Ceti U5 apa eo Gad 
¢He knows what is before them, and what is behind them,> 


oe sree a, 


455i gy SE Wp 
qand they cannot intercede except for him with whom He is 
pleased .> 
This is like the Ayat: 


Sirah 21. Al-Anbiya’ (30-33) (Part-17) 439 
isi Vy tke 5 call 5 o> 
<Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His 
permission ?> [2:255] 
4A SS 54 Vth, LEM a GD 
Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom He 
permits> [34:23]. 
There are many Aydt which say similar things. 
sal Sb ayy 
¢And they for fear of Him means, because they fear Him. 
tas of hth ER GED 
€And they stand in awe. And if any of them should say: 
“Verily, I am a god besides Him,"'> 


meaning, whoever claims to be a god instead of Allah, i.e., 
alongside Allah, 


ee 


such We should recompense with Hell. Thus We recompense 
the wrongdoers .> 


meaning, everyone who says this. This is a conditional 
sentence, and the condition stated does not necessarily have 
to take place. This is like the Aydt 

a Gasclt SE GE AG yeu Se oy > 


Say: “If the Most Gracious had a son, then I am the first of 
worshippers.’'> [43:81] 


inrDl bs IFES Ht GS SES aby 


€If you join others in worship with Allah, (then) surely, (all) 
your deeds will be in vain, and you will certainly be among the 
losers.» [39:65] 


FO 5, its CS Gee BN ce SB a 3 
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430. Have not those who disbelieve known that the heavens and 
the earth were joined together as one united piece, then We 
parted them? And We have made from water every living 
thing. Will they not then believe?> 


431. And We have placed on the earth firm mountains, lest it 
should shake with them, and We placed therein broad highways 
for them to pass through, that they may be guided .> 


€32. And We have made the heaven a roof, safe and well- 
guarded. Yet they turn away from its signs>. 


433. And He it is Who has created the night and the day, and 
the sun and the moon, each in an orbit floating .> 


The Signs of Allah in the Heavens and the Earth and in 
the Night and the Day 


Here Allah tells of His perfect might and power in His creation 
and subjugation of all things. 


4S sail B Ssl> 
¢Have not those who disbelieve known> 


means, those who deny His Divine nature and worship others 
instead of Him, do they not realize that Allah is the One Who 
is Independent in His powers of creation and is running the 
affairs of all things with absolute power? So how can it be 
appropriate to worship anything else beside Him or to 
associate others in worship with Him? Do they not see that 
the heavens and the earth were joined together, i.e. in the 
beginning they were all one piece, attached to one another and 
piled up on top of one another, then He separated them from 
one another, and made the heavens seven and the earth 
seven, placing the air between the earth and the lowest 
heaven. Then He caused rain to fall from the sky and 
vegetation to grow from ihe earth. He says: 


Spa NS 3 FSU 3, Us 
And We have made ne water every living thing. Will they 
not then believe?> 


Sirah 21. Al-Anbiya' (30-33) (Part-17) 44] 


meaning, they see with their own eyes how creation develops 
step by step. All of that is proof of the existence of the Creator 
Who is in control of all things and is able to do whatever He 
wills. 


In everything there is a Sign of Him, showing that He is 
One. 


Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from his father from Tkrimah that 
Ibn ‘Abbas was asked; “Did the night come first or the day?” 
He said, “Do you think that when the heavens and the earth 
were joined together, there was anything between them except 
darkness? Thus you may know that the night came before the 
day." 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn Umar said that a man 
came to him and questioned him about when the heavens and 
earth were joined together then they were parted. He said, “Go 
to that old man (Shaykh) and ask him, then come and tell me 
what he says to you.” So he went to Ibn ‘Abbas and asked 
him. Ibn ‘Abbas said: “Yes, the heavens were joined together 
and it did not rain, and the earth was joined together and 
nothing grew. When living beings were created to populate the 
earth, rain came forth from the heavens and vegetation came 
forth from the earth.” The man went back to Ibn ‘Umar and 
told him what had been said. Ibn ‘Umar said, “Now I know 
that Ibn ‘Abbas has been given knowledge of the Qur’an. He 
has spoken the truth, and this is how it was.” Ibn ‘Umar said: 
“I did not like the daring attitude of Ibn ‘Abbas in his Tafsir of 
the Qur’an, but now I know that he has been given knowledge 
of the Qur’an.”!! 

Said bin Jubayr said: “The heavens and the earth were 
attached to one another, then when the heavens were raised 
up, the earth became separate from them, and this is their 
parting which was mentioned by Allah in His Book.” Al-Hasan 
and Qatadah said, “They were joined together, then. they were 
separated by this air.” 


(1 At-Tabari, 18:433. 
21 Ibn Abi Hatim, 8 :2450. 
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€And We have made from water every living thing.» meaning, the 
origin of every living thing is in water. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, “I said: O 
Messenger of Allah, when I see you I feel happy and content, 
tell me about everything.” He #4 said, 


UU Se GE gap Js9 
(Everything was created from water. 


“I said, tell me about something which, if I do it, I will enter 
Paradise.” He #8 said: 


of ots Soy Jey obs FESS hos peda ably psi oh 
enh reall] je 
<Spread (the greeting of) Salam, feed others, uphold the ties of 


kinship, and stand in prayer at night when people are sleeping. 
Then you will enter Paradise in peace.s'") 


This chain of narration fulfills the conditions of the Two 
Sahihs, apart from Abu Maymunah, who is one of the men of 
the Sunans, his first name was Salim; and At-Tirmidhi classed 
him as Sahih. 


Ceara 


¢And We have placed on the earth firm mountains ,> 


means, mountains which stabilize the earth and keep it steady 
and lend it weight, lest it should shake with the people, i.e., 
move and tremble so that they would not be able to stand firm 
on it - because it is covered with water, apart from one- 
quarter of its surface. So the land is exposed to the air and 
sun, so that its people may see the sky with its dazzling signs 
and evidence. So Allah says, 


€ pte Sack ol} 


lest it should shake with them,» meaning, so that it will not 
shake with them. 


Pad dad 


4502. Ca ta CSS > 


<and We placed therein broad highways for them to pass 


"I Ahmad, 2:295, 323, 324. 
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through, 


means, mountain passes through which they may travel from 
region to region, country to country. AS we can see, the 
mountains form barriers between one land and another, so 
Allah created gaps — passes - in the mountains so that people 
may travel from here to there. So He says: 


diseZ paicl> 
<that they may be guided.» 
tb 38 Ui Lait tess 
¢And We have made the heaven a roof, safe and well-guarded.> 
means, covering the earth like a dome above it. This is like the 
Ayah, 
{Sper OY sol YER TaG> 
«With Hands We constructed the heaven. Verily, We are able 
to extend the vastness of space thereof.> [51:47] 


ve wee 


42944 Uy Lai> 
€By the heaven and Him Who built it.» (91:5] 
4 igh OG EG OE SS 2 LAK I a 
Have they not looked at the heaven above them, how We have 


made it and adorned it, and there are no rifts in it? [50:6]. 


The building and making described here refers to the raising 
of the dome, as when the Messenger of Allah 3 said, 


co de Ng 
“slam is built on five 0!) 


i.e., five pillars, which can only refer to a tent as familiar 
among the Arabs. 


<UijZ> 
¢safe and well-guarded.p means, high and protected from 
anything reaching it. Mujahid said, “Raised up.”"*! 


") Fath ALBari, 1:64. 
[2] at-Tabari, 18:436. 
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Higa UF GD 
€Yet they turn away from its signs.} This is like the Ayah: 


CEG 2 Me ots Ye SS NG oscil o ak 3 led 
¢And how many a sign in the heavens and the earth they pass 
by, while they are averse therefrom} [12:105]. 


They do not think about how Allah has created it, so vast and 
high, and adorned it with heavenly bodies both stationary and 
moving by night and day, such as the sun which completes its 
circuit in one day and night, until it completes its allotted 
time, which no one knows except Allah, Who created it and 
subjugated it and directed its course. Then Allah says, 
drawing attention to some of His signs, 


4505 NE ok Hy 
¢And He it is Who has created the night and the day,> 


meaning, the one with its darkness and stillness, and the 
other with its light and human interaction; sometimes the one 
is longer while the other is shorter, then they switch. 


= 
ease ad 


Coal, Hh 
¢and the sun and the moon,> the sun with its own light and its 
own path and orbit and allotted time, and the moon which 
shines with a different light and travels on a different path and 
has its own allotted time. 
503 ub a Fd 

each in an orbit floating.» means, revolving. Ibn ‘Abbas said, 
“They revolve like a spinning wheel, in a circle.”"! This is like 
the Ayah: 


COM fil eH SS Ht a GK it css et 4D 
€(He is the) Cleaver of the daybreak. He has appointed the 


night for resting, and the sun and the moon for reckoning. 
Such is the measuring of the All-Mighty, the All-Knowing.> 


1 At-Tabari, 20:520, 521. 


Stirah 21. Al-Anbiya' (34-35) (Part-17) 445 


Syl AN VS ¥ odd ce és ah ate Wis ob A OS ep 
friend ty 25 Gt, shh Se; 

<34. And We granted not to any human being immortality 

before you; then if you die, would they live forever? 

435. Everyone is going to taste death, and We shall test you 


with evil and with good by way of trial. And to Us you will be 
returned .> 


No One has been granted Immortality in this World 
4G 8 AS Vp 


And We granted not to any human being immortality before 
you ;> means, O Muhammad. 


ibalp 
¢immortality> means, in this world. On the contrary, 
SSeS WSY6 gill 33 as ys ag6 (ke & &> 


<Whatsoever is on it (the earth) will perish. And the Face of 


your Lord full of majesty and honor will remain forever.> 
{55:26-27]. 


<2 slp 
<then if you die> means, O Muhammad, 
€iy2 ay Ary 


«would they live forever?> means, they hope that they will live 
forever after you, but that will not happen; everything will pass 
away. So Allah says: 


4H Bs 5 3 E> 
<Everyone is going to taste death,> 


and We shall test you with evil and with good by way of 
trial .> 
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Meaning, “We shall test you, sometimes with difficulties and 
sometimes with ease, to see who will give thanks and who will 
be ungrateful, who will have patience and who will despair.” 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ‘Abbas: 


£5555 
<and We shall test you» means, We will test you, 
25 St, hp 

qwith evil and with good by way of trial.» means, with difficulties 
and with times of prosperity, with health and sickness, with 
richness and poverty, with lawful and unlawful, obedience and 
sin, with guidance and misguidance. 

Syst ENG 


¢And to Us you will be returned.» means, and We will requite 
you according to your deeds,!"! 


Ee Deel all GIO vy ibe Ly Gee ES BS yp 
Mi oot Sol ee Sol eee ST Le 

EV ple 5 
436. And when those who disbelieved see you, they take you 
not except for mockery (saying): ‘Is this the one who talks 


about your gods?" While they disbelieve at the mention of the 
Most Gracious .> 


437. Man is created of haste. I will show you My Ayat. So ask 
Me not to hasten (them) .> 


How the Idolators mocked the Prophet 
Allah tells His Prophet 3: 


CIF Se Bai BS 5) 
¢And when those who disbelieved see you,> 


meaning, the disbelievers of the Quraysh, such as Abu Jahl 
and his like. 


43a ¥! disk > 


(l At-Tabari, 18:440. 


Siirah 21. Al-Anbiya' (36-37) (Part-17) 447 


¢they take you not except for mockery> 
means, they make fun of you and insult you, saying, 


GEG Ve Lol cp 


¢''Is this the one who talks about your gods?'’> meaning, is this the 
one who insults your gods and ridicules your intelligence? Allah 
says: 


Cian (5h 2, iD 
«While they disbelieve at the mention of the Most Gracious .> 


meaning, they disbelieve in Allah and yet they mock the 

Messenger of Allah 34. As Allah says: 
# GY te a TOS it oo all OT GE of SD p> 
4g IAF ON Gs Se YG GE ES IG Gn 
And when they see you, they treat you only in mockery 
(saying): “Is this the one whom Allah has sent as a Messenger? 
He would have nearly misled us from our gods, had it not been 
that we were patient and constant in their worship!" And they 
will know, when they see the torment, who it is that is most 
astray from the path!> (25:41-42] 


ce oe S53it ap 
¢Man is created of haste.» This is like the Ayah: 

4.0.98 Boalt 56> 
gand man is ever hasty} [17:11], in all matters. The reason why 
the haste of man is mentioned here is that when mention is 
made of those who mock the Messenger 23, (the believers) will 
want to avenge them swiftly, and that so should happen 
sooner. Allah says, 

ce Ss Boal aed 
Man is created of haste.> because He delays (the punishment) 
until a time when, once He seizes him, He will never let him go. 


He delays it, then He hastens it; He waits, then He does not 
delay any longer. So He says: 


455 Kyik> 
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€I will show you My 


Ayat> meaning, M 
if LN isle Woe peas 
ihe 9° ll vengeance, ruling and 


Si pCa (iKerS power over those who 
ver oe “e disobey Me. 
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477 


Re crate oS ee a 
Speake F acte 3655 oes vo sos of acs! BUS (ea) Dyey 
te ees Laren els J Nia Be 
phe Fine 1% Sai 


& % iG te Bs 


vege 


gaan way 


Sprit oa bs pba Tiles abe 
2 FF4 


“s st ails pn 93, MEA ys 
SN Ei SN AC ABD ly ar 


dA = Sara ae va 

ATC of or 2 Cos 74 Bde ore pects - 

AD Cyt 9, Sms Frade 36 pelea ASE aed i 
Ese a ores SAG Me ro ab 6 SS 
CLE Oe tes tie Ah €iicagtt 

we iS IE 9 1438. And they say: 

PLEA OR IA ARE { ||"When will this promise 

Say M4 si Ua bijee coat aN (come to pass), if you 

are truthful.""> 

€39. If only those who disbelieved knew (the time) when they 


will not be able to ward off the Fire from their faces, nor from 
their backs, and they will not be helped.> 


€40. Nay, it will come upon them all of a sudden and will 
perplex them, and they will have no power to avert it nor will 
they get respite .> 


The Idolators seek to hasten on the Punishment 


Allah also tells us how the idolators seek to hasten 
punishment upon themselves, out of denial, rejection, 
disbelief, stubbornness and a belief that it will never happen. 
He says: 


4Bieagee BF oy Pl Ss & SAD 
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¢And they say: “When will this promise (come to pass), if you 
are truthful” > 

And Allah says: 

Crest 2 Ti NG tah oF OAK Vine WIS St aL Sp 
€If only those who disbelieved knew (the time) when they will 


not be able to ward off the Fire from their faces, nor from their 
backs,> 


meaning, if only they knew for certain that it will inevitably 
come to pass, they would not seek to hasten it. If only they 
knew how the torment will overwhelm them from above them 
and from beneath their feet. 


IL 8 5 AS Je as ot ld 
<They shall have coverings of Fire, above them and coverings 
(of Fire) beneath them} [39:16] 
Cae Labs oS 3 AE ot AD 
<Theirs will be a bed of Hell (Fire), and over them coverings (of 
Hellfire)> [7:41]. 


And in this Ayah Allah says: 
dint 2 GIG Cts A pK Vinod 
qwhen they will not be able to ward off the Fire from their 
faces, nor from their backs,» And Allah says: 


ae oe 


FU a ES ot ot LI 
<Their garments will be of tar, and fire will cover their faces> 
[14:50]. The torment will surround them on all sides, 
Ciyret oa Gd 
¢and they will not be helped.) means, and they will have no 
helper. This is like the Ayah: 
C5 oe HG AD 
¢And they have no guardian against Allah> [13:34]. 
LE tas id 


Nay, it will come upon them all of a sudden» means, the Fire will 
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come upon them suddenly, i.e., it will take them by surprise. 
a 


¢and will perplex them,> means, it will scare them, and they will 
succumb to it in confusion, not knowing what they are doing. 


4655 SUS 


¢and they will have no power to avert it? means, they will have no 
means of doing so. 


Cia AD 


qnor will they get respite.» means, it will not be delayed for them 
even for an instant. 


Bist oy BEG oh Wee call ICS ONS ot eh, LT DD 
EA ply yh ms oe BE BN Se 2G Ol RK ot 

ren SG wal CRA Gs Ye in 
‘€41. Indeed (many) Messengers were mocked before you, but 
the scoffers were surrounded by what they used to mock.» 


442. Say: “Who can guard and protect you in the night or in 
the day from the Most Gracious?" Nay, but they turn away 
from the remembrance of their Lord.» 


€43. Or have they gods who can guard them from Us? They 
have no power to help themselves, nor can they be protected 
from Us.> 


The Lessons to be learned from Those Who mocked the 
Messengers in the Past 


Allah says consoling His Messenger 3 for the pain and insult 
caused by the mockery and disbelief of the idolators, 
CNS og WOE pee Ws Call SS OAS os yt, get 5) 
<Indeed (many) Messengers were mocked before you, but the 
scoffers were surrounded by what they used to mock. 
meaning, the punishment which they thought would never 
come to pass. This is like the Ayah: 


Pa 


TC rc ae Snide aap bee bbeae aes 
532 5 0S I EUG LC SS OS we itp 
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Cr cael off » 5 Sh sf ook 
<Verily, Messengers were denied before you, but with patience 
they bore the denial, and they were hurt; till Our help reached 
them, and none can alter the Words of Allah. Surely, there has 
reached you the information (news) about the Messengers 
(before you)> [6:34]. 

Then Allah menitons His favor for His creatures; He protects 
them by night and by day, taking care of them and watching 
over them with His Eye that never sleeps. 
55 Se 385 Sh dR BD 
¢Say: “Who can guard and protect you in the night or iy the 
day from the Most Gracious?"'> 
means, other than the Most Gracious Himself? 
Kiyo 455 Sos pa SD 
¢Nay, but they turn away from the remembrance of their 
Lord.> 


means, they do not recognize the blessings and favor of Allah 
towards them; they turn away from His signs and blessings. 


digas of CES Aga A ol 
€Or have they gods who can guard them from Us?> 
This is a rhetorical question aimed at denouncing and 
rebuking. The meaning is, do they have any gods who can 
protect them and take care of them other than Us? It is not as 
they imagine or as they claim. Allah says: 
drach 53 HU D 
€They have no power to help themselves,> 
these gods on whom they rely instead of Allah cannot even 
help themselves. 
tii 6 GD 

¢nor can they be protected from Us.} Al-‘Awfi reported from Ibn 
‘Abbas,“Nor can they be guarded from Us.”!! 


"1 At-Tabari, 18:448. 
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444. Nay, We gave the luxuries of this life to these men and 
their fathers until the period grew long for them. See they not 
that We gradually reduce the land from its outlying borders? Is 
it then they who will overcome?> 
€45. Say: “I warn you only by the revelation. “But the deaf 
will not hear the call, (even) when they are warned.> 
€46. And if a breath of the torment of your Lord touches them, 
they will surely cry: “Woe unto us! Indeed we have been 
wrongdoers .""> 
447. And We shall set up Balances of justice on the Day of 
Resurrection, then none will be dealt with unjustly in 
anything. And if there be the weight of a mustard seed, We 
will bring it. And sufficient are We to take account .> 


How the Idolators are deceived by their long and 
luxurious Lives in this World, and the Explanation of 
the Truth 


Allah explains that they have been deceived and misled by the 
luxuries that they enjoy in this world and the long life that 
they have been given, so they believe that they are following 
something good. Then Allah warns them: 
Call 5. Geis GN ob & ais Sélp 

€See they not that We gradually reduce the land (in their 

control) from its outlying borders? 
This is like the Ayah: 

tiie cau cM B555 ll 52 SIS 6 aT 3GI5> 


And indeed We have destroyed towns round about you, and 
We have shown the Aydt in various ways that they might 
return .> [46:27] 


Sitrah 21. Al-Anbiya’ (44-47) (Part-17, 453 


Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: “This means the victory of Islam over 
disbelief.”") The meaning is: Do they not learn a lesson from 
the fact that Allah supported those (believers) against their 
enemies, He destroyed the disbelieving nations and the evil- 
doing townships, and He saved His believing servants? So 
Allah says: 


4S A45i> 


¢Is it then they who will overcome?> meaning, on the contrary, 
they are the ones who will be overcomed, who will be defeated, 
humiliated and brought low. 


45) a Ty Sp 
<Say: “I warn you only by the revelation.""> 
meaning, ‘I only convey to you the warning of Allah’s 
punishment and vengeance, and this is no more than that 
which Allah reveals to me.’ But this is of no benefit to the one 


whom Allah has made blind and has put a seal over his 
hearing and his heart. He says: 


whe 2 door 


fohk, vy Eat 23K O45 > 


<But the deaf will not hear the call, (even) when they are 
warned .> 


on “ 4% 7 we los Sdf Cue see, Bere. ead 4h 
4Mrth Cee HS Od OS We ASG FEE hp 


€And if a breath of the torment of your Lord touches them, they 
will surely, cry: “Woe unto us! Indeed we have been 
wrongdoers!"'> 


If these disbelievers were affected by the slightest touch of 
Allah’s punishment, they would confess their sins and admit 
that they had wronged themselves in this world. 


¢And We shall set up Balances of justice on the Day of 
Resurrection, then none will be dealt with unjustly in 
anything .> 

meaning, “We shall set up the Balances of justice on the Day 


(0) At-Tabari, 1:494. 
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of Resurrection.” The majority of scholars state that it is one 
Balance, and the plural form is used here to reflect the large 
number of deeds which will be weighed therein. 


os “ee 
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¢then none will be dealt with unjustly in anything. And if 


there be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it. And 
sufficient are We to take account .> 
This is like the Aydt: 


$id SES 2uiS Y 


qand your Lord treats no one with injustice> [18:49] 


wit, 7 6 on ee 2 2) Leper de os “ce “22 vee ged 
oes UN ES oe BS Ges Le ony 555 SEE oa Vi Sp 


<Surely, Allah wrongs not even of the weight of speck of dust, 
but if there is any good, He doubles it, and gives from Him a 
great reward.» [4:40] 


Ay Trt hare e eee ete er 8 ae ee 
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043 GH al ay ot 

€"O my son! If it be equal to the weight of a grain of mustard 

seed, and though it be in a rock, or in the heavens or in the 


earth, Allah will bring it forth. Verily, Allah is Subtle, Well- 
Aware." > [31:16] 


In the Two Sahihs it was recorded that Abu Hurayrah said 
that the Messenger of Allah 3& said: . 
OS tN SI oS coljeel 6 othe ol Ve ots yeas 
teclaall gil SLLZ vents al 
‘Two words which are light on the tongue, heavy in the 
Balance and beloved to Ar-Rahman: “Subhan Allahi wa bi 


hamdihi, Subhan Allahil ‘Azim (Glory and praise be to Allah, 
Glory be to Allah the Almighty) ."'s"") 


(| Fath ALBari, 13:547; Muslim, 4:2072. 
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Imam Ahmad also recorded that ‘A’ishah said that one of the 
Companions of the Messenger of Allah 3% sat down before him 
and said, “O Messenger of Allah, I have two slaves who lie to 
‘me, betray me and disobey me, and I hit them and insult 
them. How do I stand with regard to them?” The Messenger of 
Allah # said: 
phi (BUY We OS dey Unies Biss Bypass DFE G Lost 
BE pgs 558 SU) tke OS yy tle V5 GE Gus Su ag 
cf gill Lah Gh oS fel yb G5) Uh Be Se yy a SL 
5 


«The extent to which they betrayed you, disobeyed you and lied 
fo you will be measured against the punishment you meted out 
to them. If your punishment was commensurate with their 
misconduct, then you will be equal and you will not have 
anything counted for you or against you. If your punishment of 
them was less than that what they deserved for their 
misconduct, then this will count in your favor. If your 
punishment of them was more than what they deserved for their 
misconduct, then Allah will take what is due to them from 
you? 


Then the man started to weep before the Messenger of 
Allah 3%, and the Messenger of Allah # asked, 


ve 4 
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tWhat is the matter with him? Has he not read the words of 
Allah, €And We shall set up Balances of justice on the Day of 
Resurrection, then none will be dealt with unjustly in 
anything. And if there be the weight of a mustard seed, We 
will bring it. And sufficient are We to take account .»?» 


The man said, “O Messenger of Allah, I think there is 
nothing better than keeping away from these people — meaning 
his slaves - I call upon you to bear witness that they are all 
free." 


(1 Ahmad, 4:280. 
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€48. And indeed We granted to Misa and Hariin the criterion, 
and a shining light and a Reminder for those who have Taqwi.> 


€49. Those who fear their Lord in the unseen, and they are 
afraid of the Hour.> 


450. And this is a blessed Reminder which We have sent 
down ; will you then deny it?> 


The Revelation of the Tawrah and the Qur’an 


We have already noted that Allah often mentions Masa and 
Muhammad together - may the peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon them both - and He often mentions their Books 
together as well. He says: 


C66 Os ony CEN Lap 

¢And indeed We granted to Misa and Hariin the criterion> 
Mujahid said, “This means the Scripture.”"] Abu Salih said: 
“The Tawrah.” Qatadah said: “The Tawraéh, what it permits 
and it forbids, and how Allah differentiated between truth and 
falsehood.”?}_ In conclusion, we may say that the heavenly 
Books included the distinction between truth and falsehood, 
guidance and misguidance, transgression and the right way, 
lawful and unlawful, and that which will fill the heart with 
light, guidance, fear of Allah and repentance. So Allah says: 


katt B55 has SGAT> 
«the criterion, and a shining light and a Reminder for those 
who have Taqwa.> 


meaning, a reminder and exhortation for them. Then He 
describes them as: 


4th iS iE Seip 
<Those who fear their Lord in the unseen.» This is like the Ayah: 


(1) at-Tabari, 18:453. 
(2) at-Tabari, 18:453. 
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¢And this is a blessed 
Reminder which We 
have sent down ;> 
means, the Magnificent Qur’an, which falsehood cannot 
approach, from before it or behind it, revealed by the All-Wise, 
Worthy of all praise. 
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€will you then deny it?} means, will you deny it when it is the 
utmost in clarity and truth? 
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451. And indeed We bestowed aforetime on Ibrahim his 
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guidance, and We were Well-Acquainted with him.> 


452. When he said to his father and his people: "What are 
these images to which you are devoted?"'> 


453. They said: “We found our fathers worshipping them ."'> 


454. He said: “Indeed you and your fathers have been in 
manifest error." 


455. They said: “Have you brought us the Truth, or are you 
one of those who play about?''> 


456. He said: “Nay, your Lord is the Lord of the heavens and 
the earth, Who created them and to that I am one of the 
witnesses .'"> 


The Story of Ibrahim and his People 


Allah tells us about His close Friend Ibrahim, peace be upon 
him, and how He bestowed upon him guidance aforetime, i.e., 
from an early age He inspired him with truth and evidence 
against his people, as Allah says elsewhere: 
aed Eoin CES CES isp 

€And that was Our proof which We gave Ibrahim against his 

people> [6:83]. 
The point here is that Allah is telling us that He gave guidance to 
Ibrahim aforetime, i.e., He had already guided him at an early age. 


Kinet 4 US) 


€and We were Well-Acquainted with him.> means, and he was 
worthy of that. Then Allah says: 


CSS ONS Leal 3 0 Ss aN JE > 
qWhen he said to his father and his people: ‘What are these 
images, to which you are devoted?''> 


This is the guidance which he had been given during his 
youth: his denunciation of his people’s worship of idols instead 
of Allah. Ibrahim said: 

C6386 0H Sat os op 
¢"'What are these images, to which you are devoted?''> meaning, 
which you worship with such devotion. : 
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<They said: ‘We found our fathers worshipping them .’'> 


means, they had no other evidence apart from the misguided 
actions of their forefathers. Ibrahim said: 


dnd plo 4 pStIG AI ES alp 
€Indeed you and your fathers have been in manifest error .> 


meaning, Speaking to your fathers whose actions you cite as 
evidence would be the same as speaking to you. Both you and 
they are misguided and are not following any straight path.’ 
When he called their intelligence into question, and said that 
their fathers were misguided and belittled their gods, 


€ sing & SAE ep 


<They said: ‘Have you brought us the Truth, or are you one of 
those who play about?’’> 


They said: These words that you are saying, are you speaking 
in jest or are you telling the truth? For we have never heard 
such a thing before.’ 


dks sal BNG oG8i SSL Sop 


¢He said: ‘Nay, your Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the 
earth, Who created them...'"> 


meaning, your Lord, beside Whom there is no other god, is the 
One Who created the heavens and the earth and all that they 
contain; He is the One Who initiated their creation; He is the 
Creator of all things. 


agi SSS & Op 
€and to that I am one of the witnesses.> 


means, and I bear witness that there is no God other than 
Him and no Lord except Him. 
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kage, oh Aki> 


veh 


<that they might turn to it.> It was said that he put a hammer in 
the hands of the biggest idol so that the people would think 
that it had become jealous on its own account and objected to 
these smaller idols being worshipped alongside it, so it had 
broken them. 
CSSA 55 16, ale US IS & Hd 
<They said: ‘Who has done this to our gods? He must indeed 
be one of the wrongdoers."’> 


When they came back and saw what Ibrahim had done to 
their idols, humiliating them and lowering their status, proving 
that they were not divine and that those who worshipped them 
were fools, 


EP Sthl B51 Law, 6 1 & ey 
<They said: ‘Who has done this to our gods? He must indeed 
be one of the wrongdoers."'> 
because of this action of his. 
<p Ad A SES BD 
<They said: ‘We heard a young man talking against them, who 
is called Ibrahim .""> 
Those who had heard him swearing to plot against them said, 


we heard a young man talking about them, and they said that 
he was called Ibrahim. 


<8 gl a “8 ifs i6> 
€They said: ‘Then bring him before the eyes of the people...""> 
meaning, in front of a large audience so that all the people 
could be present. This was Ibrahim’s ultimate purpose, so that 
he could tell this great gathering about the extent of their 
ignorance and how foolish they were to worship idols which 
could not defend themselves from harm or help themselves, so 
how could they ask them for help? 
4s Dade HS 56 OAS AG ts 2G ok Bap 


+ 


They said: ‘‘Are you the one who has done this to our gods, 
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O Ibrahim?” He said: “Nay, this one, the biggest of them did 
it...) 


referring to the one he had left alone and had not broken. 
4th Glee y LE5> 

¢Ask them, if they can speak!» He was hoping that they would 

admit of their own volition that these idols could not speak and 


that this idol would not say anything because it was inanimate. 


In the Two Sahihs it was recorded from Abu Hurayrah that 
the Messenger of Allah 2# said: 


AG alo 8 oS eo 8 Sak J plan ole car bp 
brahim, upon him be peace, did not tell lies except on three 
occasions, two for the sake of Allah - when he said: 

(is Be fs Lp 
€Nay, this one, the biggest of them did it.> 
and when he said: 
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<Verily, I am sick> [37:89]. 
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«and when he was traveling in the land of one of the tyrants, 
and Sarah was with him; when he made camp, a man came to 
the tyrant and said, ‘‘A man has made camp in your land and 
with him is a woman who is the most beautiful of people." The 
tyrant sent for Ibrahim, and asked him, ‘‘What is the 
relationship of this woman to you?" He said, ‘She is my 
sister."’ The tyrant said, ‘Go and send her to me." So Ibrahim 
went to Sarah and said, ‘This tyrant asked me about you, and 
I told him that you are my sister, so do not let him think that 1 
am lying. For you are indeed my sister according to the Book of 
Allah, and there are no Muslims on the earth apart from you 
and 1." So Ibrahim brought her to him, then he stood and 
prayed. When she entered upon the tyrant, he reached for her 
desirously once he saw her. But he suffered a severe seizure. Soa 
he said, Pray to Allah for me and I will not harm you." So 
she prayed for him and it released him. Then he reached for her 
desirously, but he was stricken similarly before or worse. This 
continued three times, and each time he said the same as he had 
said the first time. Then he called the closest of his guards and 
said, “You have not brought me a human being, you have 
brought me a devil! Take her out and give her Hajar. So she 
was taken out and given Hajar, and she went back. When 
Ibrahim realized that she had come back, he finished his prayer 
and turned around. He said, ‘What happened?" She said, 
“Allah took care of the evil disbeliever's plot, and he gave me 
Hajar as a servant.""» 


Muhammad bin Sirin said, “When Abu Hurayrah narrated this 
Hadith, he said, This is your mother, O sons of the water of 
the heaven.’ ”!! 
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<64. So they turned to themselves and said: ‘Verily, you are 
the wrongdoers."’> 


0) Fath Al-Bari, 6:447; Muslim, 4:1840. 
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465. Then they turned to themselves: ‘Indeed you know well 
that these speak not!"'> 


466. He said: “Do you then worship besides Allah, things that 
can neither profit you nor harm you?" 


€67. ‘'Fie upon you, and upon that which you worship besides 
Allah! Have you then no sense?''» 


The People’s admission of their gods’ incapability, and 
Ibrahim’s preaching 


Allah tells us that when Ibrahim said what he said, his people 


ddl oh Sb 


<turned to themselves» meaning, they blamed themselves for not 
taking precautions and protecting their gods. They said: 


Kislst 22h Kp 


<Verily, you are the wrongdoers> i.e., because you neglected them 
and did not guard them. 


<Then they turned to themselves> means, they looked at the 
ground, and said: 


thks Spc Sa ay 
€Indeed you (Ibrahim) know well that these speak not!> 


Qatadah said: “The people admitted their guilt and confusion, 
and said, 


dhe SBS 0 Se Hp 
<"'Indeed you know well that these speak not!'’> 
‘So how can you tell us to ask them, if they cannot speak and 
you know that they cannot speak?’ At this point, when they 
admitted that, Ibrahim said to them: 
, So as one, ni YG ail we? ot yas ily 


¢Do you then worship besides Allah, things that can neither 
profit you nor harm you?» 
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¢And that was Our proof which We gave Ibrahim against his 
people> [6:83] 
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468. They said: “Burn him and help your gods, if you will be 
doing ."'> 

469. We said: 'O fire! Be you cool and safety for Ibrahim!'’> 
470. And they wanted to harm him, but We made them the 
worst losers .> 
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How Ibrahim was thrown into the Fire and how Allah 
controlled it 


When their arguments were refuted and their incapability became 
clear, when truth was made manifest and falsehood was defeated, 
they resorted to using their power and strength, and said: 


dah fide 3 Keon teat Yi 
¢"Burn him and help your gods, if you will be doing."> 


_ So they gathered together a huge amount’of wood. 
_ As-Suddi said, “I if a woman was sick, she would make a 
vow that if she recovered she would bring wood to burn’ 
Ibrahim. Then they made a hole in the ground and set it 
aflame, and it burned with huge sparks and immense flames. 
There had never been a fire like it: They put Ibrahim, peace be 
upon him, into a catapult, at the suggestion of a nomadic 
Kurdish man from Persia.”'! Shu‘ayb Al-Jaba’i said, “His 
name was Hayzan, and Allah caused the earth to swallow him 
up, and he will remain sinking into it until the Day of 
Resurrection. When they threw him he said, ‘Sufficient for me 
is Allah, and He is the best disposer of affairs.’ 7! This is 
similar to what Al-Bukhari recorded from Ibn ‘Abbas that 
Ibrahim said, “Sufficient for me is Allah, and He is the best 
disposer of affairs,” when he was thrown into the fire, and 
Muhammad #& said it when they said: 
Citas a5 HK Coe BS cy (SG AE AT IS a Gp 
<Verily, the people have gathered against you, therefore, fear 
them. But it increased them in faith, and they said: “Allah is 
sufficient for us, and He is the best disposer of affairs.'">'°! 
[3:173]. 
Sa‘id bin Jubayr reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said: “When Ibrahim 
was thrown into the fire, the keeper (angel) of the rain said: 
‘When will I be commanded to send rain?’ But the command 
of Allah was more swift. Allah said: 


<i he OG OF OS 305 
1M Al-Qurtubi, 11:303.. 
[2] At-Tabari, 18:465. 
'3] Fath ALBari, 8:77. 
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<0 fire! Be you cool and safety for abraltin> and there was no fire 
left on earth that was not extinguished.” 

Ibn ‘Abbas and Abu Al-‘Aliyah said: “Were it not for the fact 
that Allah said, 


45> 
¢and Sey Ibrahim would have been harmed by its 
coldness.”!#! 

Qatadah said: “On that day there was no creature that did 
not try to extinguish the fire for Ibrahim, except for the 
gecko.”3! Az-Zuhri said: “The Prophet # commanded that it 
should be killed, and called it a harmful vermin.”!*! 


CGEM YES OS oy UD 
¢And they wanted to harm him, but We made them the worst 
losers .> 


they were defeated and humiliated, because they wanted to plot 
against the Prophet of Allah, but Allah planned against them 
and saved him from the fire, and thus they were defeated. - 
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€71. And We rescued him and Litt to the land which We have 
blessed for the nations.> 

472. And We bestowed upon him Ishaq, and Ya‘qiib Nafilatan. 
Each one We made righteous.» 

73. And We made them leaders, guiding by Our command, 
and We revealed to them the doing of good deeds, performing 
Salah, and the giving of Zakah, and of Us (Alone) they were 


I At-Tabari, 18:466. 

[21 At-Tabari, 18:466, 465. 

(3) At-Tabari, 18:467. 

(41 At-Tabari, 18:467. Similar was recorded by Muslim, no. 2238. 
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the worshippers .> 

<74. And (remember) Liit, We gave him wisdom and 
knowledge, and We saved him from the town who practised Al- 
Khaba'ith.") Verily, they were a people given to evil, and were 
rebellious .> 

€75. And We admitted him to Our mercy; truly, he was of the 
righteous .> 


The Migration of Ibrahim to Ash-Sham (Greater Syria), 
accompanied by Lit 

Allah tells us that He saved Ibrahim from the fire lit by his 
people, and brought him out from among them, migrating to 
the land of Ash-Sham, to the sacred regions thereof. 


ferre 
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¢And We bestowed upon him Ishaq, and Ya‘qiib Nafilatan .> 
‘Ata’ and Mujahid said, “Ndfilatan means as a gift.”?! Ibn 
‘Abbas, Qatadah'*! and Al-Hakam bin Uyaynah"! said, “The 
gift of a son who has a son,” meaning that Ya‘qdb was the son 
of Ishaq, as Allah says: 
Wore CULM 5 Shy GEES D 

<But We gave her glad tidings of Ishaq, and after Ishaq, of 

Ya‘qiib> [11:71]. 
‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, “He asked for one 
[son], and said, 
<""My Lord! Grant me from the righteous.» So Allah gave him 
Ishaq, and gave him Ya‘qub in addition. 

diese Us Kp 

<Each one We made righteous.» means, both of them were good 
and righteous people. 


(11 Meaning filthy, evil behavior. 
2} At-Tabari, 18:471. 

(31 Tid. 

(41 Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 5 :643. 
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¢And We made them leaders,» means, examples to be followed. 
6A, hep 
¢guiding by Our command,> inviting to Him by His leave. Allah 
says: 
Cistih ays Lal 30 oS os pu Lb 
¢and We revealed to them the doing of good deeds, performing 
Salah, and the giving of Zakah,> 
Here the general is followed by the specific. 
ine Gd 


¢and of Us (Alone) they were the worshippers.» means, they did 
what they enjoined others to do. 


The Prophet Lit 


Then Allah mentions Lut, whose full name was Lut bin Haran 
bin Azar. He believed in Ibrahim and followed him, and 
migrated with him, as Allah says: 


4355 Sy AG 5 5G AS WD 
¢So Liit believed in him. He (Ibrahim) said: "I will emigrate 
for the sake of my Lord''> [29:26]. 


Allah gave him wisdom and knowledge; He sent Revelation to 
him, made him a Prophet and appointed him to Sadam 
(Sodom) and its vicinity, but they rejected him and resisted 
him, so Allah utterly destroyed them, as He tells us in several 
places in His Book. Allah says; 
S Gad 550 58 BE Uy El Is ot Bi aastl c w 
Baal & 4) LS 9 a 
¢and We saved him from the town who practised Al-Khaba'ith. 
Verily, they were a people given to evil, and were rebellious. And 
We admitted him to Our ae ; truly, he was of the righteous .> 


Bob eel Sy ih AS Be bt ys 4 OD 
Cast AIG BU Ge OE ll Bn os 
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€76. And (remember) Nth, when he cried (to Us) aforetime 
We answered to his invocation and saved him and his family 
from the great distress.» 


€77. We helped him against the people who denied Our Ayat. 
Verily, they were a people given to evil . So We drowned them all .> 


Nuh and His People 


Allah tells us how He responded to His servant and Messenger’ 
Nuh, peace be upon him, when he prayed to Him against his 
people for their disbelief in him: 


42) path SIE N25 Up 
Then he invoked his Lord (saying): "I have been overcome, so 
help (me)!"'> [54:10] 
V5 Bike Ws BE of Hy GS ES & OM & EY SB > 
4d. Be Yy tx 
€And Nith said: “My Lord! Leave not any inhabitant of the 
disbelievers on the earth! If You leave them, they will mislead 


Your servants, and they will beget none but wicked 
disbelievers> |71:26-27]. 


So Allah says here, 
C555 LSS BOSE BS we wi AD 
¢And (remember) Nith, when he cried (to Us) aforetime. We 
answered to his invocation and saved him and his family> 


meaning, those who believed with him, as Allah says 
elsewhere: 
43.5 Ye Son 05 Sane 5 Sal ode So ila 
¢...and your family - except him against whom the Word has 
already gone forth - and those who believe. And none believed 
with him, except a few) [11:40]. 


qe Cail => 


from the great dis- tress.» meaning, from difficulty, rejection and 
harm. For he remained among them for one thousand years less 
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fifty, calling them to 
Allah, and no one had 
believed in him except 
for a few. His people 
were plotting against 
him and advising one 
another century after 
century, generation 
after generation, to 
oppose him. 


dail 5 
«We helped him against 
the people» means, ‘We 
saved him and helped 
him against the 
people,’ 
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¢who denied Our Ayat. 
Verily, they were a peo- 
ple given to evil. So We 
drowned them all.> 


meaning, Allah drowned them all, and not one of them was 


left on the face of the 

would happen to them. 
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earth, as their Prophet had prayed 
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€78. And (remember) Dawitd and Sulayman, when they gave 
judgement in the case of the field in which the sheep of certain 
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people had Nafashat ; and We were witness to their judgement.> 


€79. And We made Sulayman to understand (the case); and to 
each of them We gave wisdom (Hukm) and knowledge. And We 
subjected the mountains and the birds to glorify Our praises 
along with Dawud. And it was We Who were the doer (of all 
these things) .> 

€80. And We taught him the making of metal coats of mail (for 
battles), to protect you in your fighting. Are you then 
grateful?> 

€81. And to Sulayman (We subjected) the wind strongly 
raging, running by his command towards the land which We 
had blessed. And of everything We are the All-Knower.> 


¢82. And of the Shayatin were some who dived for him, and 


did other work besides that; and it was We Who guarded 
them > 


Dawud and Sulayman and the Signs which They were 
given; the Story of the People whose Sheep pastured at 
Night in the Field 


[Abu] Ishaq narrated from Murrah from Ibn Mas‘id: “That 
crop was grapes, bunches of which were dangling.” This was 
also the view of Shurayh.'! Ibn ‘Abbas said: “Nafash means 
grazing.”! Shurayh, Az-Zuhri and Qatadah said: “Nafash only 
happens at night.”'*) Qatadah added, “[and] Al-Haml is grazing 
during the day.”5 
€ 5a 3 SEE GAT og lene 4 SERS 5565 

<And (remember) Dawitd and Sulayman, when they gave 

judgement in the case of the field in which the sheep of certain 

people had pastured at night ;> 


Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn Mas‘td said: “Grapes which had 
grown and their bunches were spoiled by the sheep. Dawud 


(1 At-Tabari, 18:474. 
21 At-Tabari 18:475. 
3) At-Tabari 18:477, 478. 
4] At-Tabari 18:477, 478. 
IS) At-Tabari 18:477. 
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(David) ruled that the owner of the grapes should keep the 
sheep. Sulayman (Solomon) said, ‘Not like this, O Prophet of 
Allah!’ [Dawud] said, ‘How then?’ [Sulayman] said: ‘Give the 
grapes to the owner of the sheep and let him tend them until 
they grow back as they were, and give the sheep to the owner 
of the grapes and let him benefit from them until the grapes 
have grown back as they were. Then the grapes should be 
given back to their owner, and the sheep should be given back 
to their owner.’ This is what Allah said: 


45K sr50ger Gga> 


¢And We made Sulayman to understand (ine case).>”""! This was 
also reported by Al-‘Awfi from Ibn ‘Abbas./? 


$s EC SR BE GES 
€And We made Sulaymdan to understand (the case); and to each 
of them We gave wisdom and knowledge .> 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that when lyés bin Mu‘aéwiyah was 
appointed as a judge, Al-Hasan came to him and found lyas 
weeping. [Al-Hasan] said, “Why are you weeping?” [Ilyas] said, 
“O Abu Saiid, What I heard about judges among them a judge 
is he, who studies a case and his judgment is wrong, so he 
will go to Hell; another judge is he who is biased because of his 
own whims and desires, so he will go to Hell; and the other 
judge he who studies a case and gives the right judgement, so 
he will go to Paradise.” Al-Hasan Al-Basari said: “But what 
Allah tells us about Dawud and Sulayman (peace be upon them 
both) and the Prophets and whatever judgements they made 
proves that what these people said is wrong. Allah says: 


s 


. fpr ree 


2s ard “4 cea Bee o- 
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4 Say 


we 


And (remember) Dawud and Sulayman, when they gave 
judgement in the case of the field in which the sheep of certain 
people had pastured at night; and We were witness to their 
judgement .> 


1) At-Tabari 18:475. 
(2) At-Tabari 18:475. 
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Allah praised Sulayman but He did not condemn Dawud.” 
Then he — Al-Hasan - said, “Allah enjoins three things upon 
the judges: not to sell thereby for some miserable price; not to 
follow their own whims and desires; and not to fear anyone 
concerning their judgements.” Then he recited: 


2 dies sal SH Al oo SSE ON 3 TLE aes Gy Symp 
dal ye 
¢O Dawud! Verily, We have placed you as a successor on the 


earth; so judge you between men in truth and follow not your 
desire - for it will mislead you from the path of Allah.> [38:26] 


4555 HICH EES SGD 
<Therefore fear not men but fear Me> [5:44] 
C5 US 86 AK 5p 
and sell not My Ayat for a miserable price.» [5:44] 
I say: with regard to the Prophets (peace be upon them all), all 
of them were infallible and supported by Allah. With regard to 
others, it is recorded in Sahih Al-Bukhari from ‘Amir bin Al-‘As 
that the Messenger of Allah # said: 
orb G M26 ats yy ons Cub eStdl t1 bpp 


uf the judge does his best, studies the case and reaches the 
right conclusion, he will have two rewards. If he does his best, 
studies the case and reaches the wrong conclusion, he will have 
one reward .»!?! 


This Hadith refutes the idea of Ilyas, who thought that if he did 
his best, studied the case and reached the wrong conclusion, 
he would go to Hell. And Allah knows best. 

Similar to story in the Qur’dén is the report recorded by 
Imam Ahmad in his Musnad from Abu Hurayrah, who said 
that the Messenger of Allah # said: 

AP ESES Yi ist 8 Gin ce a og eke otha Kn 
aah akon fu sd bus whe Ge tél & ab 35h 


(1) Tahdhib Tarikh Dimashgq 3:184; Ibn Abi Hatim 8 :2458. 
[21 Fath Al-Bari 13 :330. 
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‘There were two women who each had a son. The wolf came 
and took one of the children, and they referred their dispute to 
Dawud. He ruled that the (remaining) child belonged to the 
older woman. They left, then Sulayman called them and said, 
“Give me a sword and I will divide him between the two of 
you."’ The younger woman said, ‘May Allah have mercy on 
you! He is her child, do not cut him up!" So he ruled that the 
child belonged to the younger woman». 

This was also recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim in their 

Sahihs.'?| An-Nasa’i also devoted a chapter to this in the Book 

of Judgements.!! 


di A gh 36 & GED 

<And We subjected the mountains and the birds to glorify Our 

praises along with Dawud. 
This refers to the beauty of his voice when he recited his 
Book, Az-Zabur. When he recited it in a beautiful manner, the 
birds would stop and hover in the air, and would repeat after 
him, and the mountains would respond and echo his words. 
The Prophet #% passed by Abu Masa Al-Ash‘ari while he was 
reciting Qur’an at night, and he had a very beautiful voice, he 
stopped and listened to his recitation, and said: 


03515 Si als te Ube 15 og yl Ath 
‘This man has been given one of the wind instruments (nice 
voices) of the family of Dawud .> 


He said: “O Messenger of Allah, if I had known that you 
were listening, I would have done my best for you.”!*! 


CRA os Koh feed i eas tk 


€And We taught him the making of metal coats of mail, to 
protect you in your fighting .> 


1) Ahmad 2:322. 

2! Al-Bukhari 6769 ; Muslim 1720. 
31 an-Nasai in Al-Kubré 5958. 

4] Fath AL-Bari 8:71). 
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meaning, the manufacture of chain-armor. Qatadah said that 

before that, they used to wear plated armor; he was the first 

one to make rings of chain-armor.!"! This is like the Ayah: 
65) 955 gt5 BS Basi say 


¢4And We made the iron soft for him. Saying: ‘‘Make you 
perfect coats of mail, and balance well the rings of chain 
armor." [34:10-11], 


meaning, do not make the pegs so loose that the rings (of 
chain mail) will shake, or make it so tight that they will not be 
able to move at all. Allah says: 


4A: Kchp 
to protect you in your fighting.» meaning, in your battles. 
4564 Sep 
¢Are you then grateful?> means, ‘Allah blessed you when He 
inspired His servant Dawud and taught him that for your sake.’ 
The Power of Sulayman is unparalleled 
diiec ef Satu 
¢And to Sulayman (We subjected) the wind strongly raging,> 
means, We subjugated the strong wind to Sulayman.’ 
dia © ail AN A uth od 
¢running by his command towards the land which We had 
blessed .> 


meaning, the land of Ash-Sham (Greater Syria). 
dint 2 K C5} 
¢And of everything We are the All-Knower.> 


He had a mat made of wood on which he would place all the 
equipment of his kingship; horses, camels, tents and troops, 
then he would command the wind to carry it, and he would go 
underneath it and it would carry him aloft, shading him and 
protecting him from the heat, until it reached wherever he 


(Ml At-Tabari 18 :480. 
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wanted to go in the land. Then it would come down and 
deposit his equipment and entourage. Allah says: 


diol ds Hs aA 2 epi I ap 


<So, We subjected to him the wind; it blew gently by his order 
whithersoever he willed .> [38:36] 


a -s 
455 tis 3 GED 
¢its morning was a month's (journey), and its afternoon was a 
month's» [34:12] 
C8 Sy oth f ahi 5d 


were 


€And of the Shayatin were some who dived for him,> 


means, they dived into the water to retrieve pearls, jewels, etc., 
for him. 


Bp ore 


4H 3 SE Sy 
¢and did other work besides that ;> This is like the Ayah: 
CSG 3 GE SAG pts EF Suthb> 
¢And also the Shayatin, every kind of builder and diver. And 
also others bound in fetters.> [(38:37-38}. 


inex 54) > 
¢and it was We Who guarded them.> 
means, Allah protected him lest any of these Shayatin did him 
any harm. All of them were subject to his control and 
domination, and none of them would have dared to approach 
him. He was in charge of them and if he wanted, he could set 
free or detain whomever among them he wished. Allah says: 


CEE 4 Bt 35 
¢And also others bound in fetters.> [38:38] 
ES A CREE ical ST Thal Ge SN ots wit 4 aby 
CGS Bess Une 3S 24S LS aT ai By 


483. And (remember) Ayyttb, when he cried to his Lord: 
“Verily, distress has seized me, and You are the Most Merciful 
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of all those who show mercy .'"> 


€84. So We answered his call, and We removed the distress 
that was on him, and We restored his family to him, and the 
like thereof along with them as a mercy from Ourselves and a 
Reminder for all those who worship Us.> 


The Prophet Ayyub 


Allah tells us about Ayyab (Job), and the trials that struck 
him, affecting his wealth, children and physical health. He had 
plenty of livestock, cattle and crops, many children and 
beautiful houses, and he was tested in these things, losing 
every thing he had. Then he was tested with regard to his 
body, and he was left alone on the edge of the city and there 
was no one who treated him with compassion apart from his 
wife, who took care of him. It was said that it reached the 
stage where she was in need, so she started to serve people (to 
earn money) for his sake. The Prophet 2% said: 


JE9G JEN Suan Fei og ith 


‘The people who are tested the most severely are the pramnels, 
then the righteous, then the next best and the next best," 


According to another Hadith: 
1G od 3 HS oo 3 5 SG cae UF LE en en 


‘A man will be tested according to his level of religious 
commitment; the Stronger his religious commitment, the more 
severe will be his test.»!?! 


The Prophet of Allah, AyyGb, upon him be peace, had the 
utmost patience, and he is the best example of that. Yazid bin 
Maysarah said: “When Allah tested Ayyab, upon him be peace, 
with the loss of his family, wealth and children, and he had 
nothing left, he started to focus upon the remembrance of 
Allah, and he said: I praise You, the Lord of lords, Who 
bestowed His kindness upon me and gave me wealth and 
children, and there was no corner of my heart that was not 
filled with attachment to these worldly things, then You took 


") At-Tabarani 24 :245, 246. 
2} Ahmad 1:180. 
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all of that away from me and You emptied my heart, and there 
is nothing to stand between me and You. If my enemy Iblis 
‘knew of this, he would be jealous of me.’ When Iblis heard of 
this, he became upset. And Ayyib, upon him be peace, said: 
’‘O Lord, You gave me wealth and children, and there was no 
one standing at my door complaining of some wrong I had 
done to him. You know that. I used to have a bed prepared for 
me, but I forsook it and said to myself: You were not created 
to lie on a comfortable bed. I only forsook that for Your 
sake.’ ”!'l This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet 
said: 7 
3 dg os & BE as i is ce BO a Ju ch 
HS5 Se CE 35 25 bd et Uh Sy 28 8 230 was 


tWhen Allah healed Ayyiib, He sent upon him a shower of 
golden locusts, and he started to pick them up and gather them 
in his garment. It was said to him, “O Ayyitb, have you not 
had enough?" He said, ‘O Lord, who can ever have enough of 
Your mercy?»!?1 The basis of this Hadith is recorded in the 
Two Sahihs, as we shall see below. 


4 
Ate 6 Bo 8% pretee 
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¢and We restored his family to him (that he had lost) and the 
like thereof along with them> 


It was reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said: “They themselves were 
restored to him.”'*! This was also narrated by Al-‘Awfi from 
Ibn ‘Abbas.'*! Something similar was also narrated from Ibn 
Mas‘id and Mujahid, and this was the view of Al-Hasan and 
Qatadah.'®! Mujahid said: “It was said to him, ‘O Ayyab, your 
family will be with you in Paradise; if you want, We will bring 


Ul pityat Al-Awliyd’ 5 :239. 
2] tbn Abi Hatim 8 :2461, similar with Al-Bukhari no. 3391. 
(31 At-Tabari 18:506, 507. 
4] at-Tabari 18:506, 507. 
(Sl! at-Tabari 18:506, 507. 
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them back to you, or 
if you want, We will 
leave them for you in 
Paradise and will 
compensate you with 
others like them.’ He 
said, ‘No, leave them 
for me in Paradise.’ 
So they were left for 
him in Paradise, and 
he was compensated 
with others like them 
in this world.” 


Clsce IS 


das a mercy from 
Ourselves» means, ‘We 
did that to him as a 
mercy from Allah 
towards him.’ 


455d ch Ena5> 


¢and a Reminder for all 
those who worship Us.> 


means, ‘We made him 


an example lest those who are beset by trials think that We do 
that to them because We do not care for them, so that they 
may take him as an example of patience in accepting the 
decrees of Allah and bearing the trials with which He tests His 
servants as He wills.’ And Allah has the utmost wisdom with 
regard to that. 


(iy EES 5 AEG ysl Tee IS oh Lp 
€85. And (remember) Isma‘il, Idris and Dhul-Kifl: All were 
from among the patient.> 


486. And We admitted them to Our mercy. Verily, they were 
of the righteous .> 


Sittrah 21. Al-Anbiya' (87-88) (Part-17 481 


Isma‘il, Idris and Dhul-Kifl 


Ismail was the son of Ibrahim Al-Khalil, peace be upon them 
both. He has already been mentioned in Sdrah Maryam, where 
mention was also made of Idris. From the context and the fact 
that Dhul-Kifl is mentioned alongside Prophets, it appears that 
he was also a Prophet. Others say that he was a righteous 
man, a just king and a fair judge. Ibn Jarir refrained from 
making any decisive comment.''! And Allah knows best. 


~s rq va he - “eo 0 83% Rye : “4 Ae ve 
Sp V ot ABT gy iS ae Fad DT CaS 55 ot ott Hp 


s 
a ee ee 7 ae 
° AG, 3a %. 163, AE. speci deme ore cag 
tion 5) ps 


487. And (remember) Dhun-Niin, when he went off in anger, 
and imagined that We shall not punish him! But he cried 
through the darknesses (Zulumat) (saying): ‘'There is no God 
but You, Glorified be You! Truly, I have been of the Zalimin 
wrongdoers .""> 


488. So We answered his call, and delivered him from the 
distress. And thus We do deliver the believers.> 


Yunus 


This story is mentioned here, and in Strat As-Saffat and 
Surah Nun. Yunus bin Matta, upon him be peace, was sent by 
Allah to the people of Nineveh, which was a town in the area 
of Mawsil [in northern Iraq]. He called them to Allah, but they 
rejected him and persisted in their disbelief. So he left them in 
anger, threatening them with punishment after three (days]. 
When they realized that he was telling the truth and that a 
Prophet never lies, they went out to the desert with their 
children and cattle and flocks. They separated the mothers 
from their children, then they beseeched Allah and pleaded to 
Him, with the camels and their young groaning, the cows and 
their calves mooing, and the sheep and their lambs bleating, 
so Allah spared them from the punishment. Allah says: 


eoe Ae oper OK tse ee ek "2. oo weer POCCe ene Lome eeepc oe 
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(1 At-Tabari 18 :507. 
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<Was there any town that believed (after seeing the 
punishment), and its faith saved it? Except the people of 
Yiinus ; when they believed, We removed from them the torment 
of disgrace in the life of the world, and permitted them to enjoy 
for a while> [10:98]. 


Yanus, meanwhile, went and traveled with some people on a 
ship, which was tossed about on the sea. The people were 
afraid that they would drown, so they cast lots to choose a 
man whom they would throw overboard. The lot fell to Yanus, 
but they refused to throw him overboard. This happened a 
second and a third time. Allah says: 


EWG Sy 3KS cad 

<Then he (agreed to) cast lots, and he was among the losers .> 

{37:141] 
meaning, the draw went against him, so Yanus stood up, 
removed his garment and cast himself into the sea. Then Allah 
sent from the Green Sea - according to what Ibn Mas‘ad said 
- a large fish which cleaved the oceans until it came and 
swallowed Yanus when he threw himself into the sea. Allah 
inspired that large fish not to devour his flesh or break his 
bones, (as if He said) Yunus is not food for you, rather your 
belly is a prison for him. 


Bet we 


fers yp 


¢And (remember) Dhun-Niin,> Here Nin refers to the fish; it is 
correct for it to be attributed to him here. 


€taks C55 > 


<when he went off in anger,» Ad-Dahhak said: “Anger towards 
his people.”!! 


4ace 5a Sal iby 
<and imagined that We shall not punish him!> 
meaning, constrict him in the belly of the fish. Something 


(1) At-Tabari 18:51). 
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similar to this was reported from Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Ad- 
Dahhak and others.''! This was the view favored by Ibn Jarir, 
and he quoted as evidence for that the Ayah: 


. e 7 
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452 


¢and the man whose resources are restricted, let him spend 
according to what Allah has given him. Allah puts no burden 
on any person beyond what He has given him. Allah will grant 
after hardship, ease> {65:7}. 


dint 4 Stee by Ht GAY YS cul g ip 
<But he cried through the depths of darkness (saying): ‘There 
is no God but You, Glorified be You! Truly, I have been of the 
wrongdoers .""> 


Ibn Mas‘tid said regarding the ‘depths of darkness’: “The 
darkness of the belly of the fish, the darkness of the sea and 
the darkness of the night.”?! This was also narrated from Ibn 
‘Abbas, ‘Amr bin Maymtn, Said bin Jubayr, Muhammad bin 
Ka‘b, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan and Qatadah.!*! Salim bin Abu Al- 
Ja‘d said: “The darkness of the fish in the belly of another fish 
in the darkness of the sea.”*) Ibn Mas‘ad, Ibn ‘Abbas and 
others said: “This. was because the fish took him through the 
sea, cleaving it until it reached the bottom of the sea. Yunus 
heard the rocks at the bottom of the sea uttering glorification 
of Allah, at which point he said: 


dineiil & Lee 3 GES AY hy > 
<There is no God but You, Glorified be You! Truly, I have 
been of the wrongdoersp”'*! 


‘Awf Al-A‘rabi said: “When Yanus found himself in the belly of 
the fish, he thought that he had died. Then he moved his legs. 
When he moved his legs, he prostrated where he was, then he 


WW at-Tabari 18:514, 515. 

[21 A)-Qurtubi 11:333. 

(3! At-Tabari 18:516, 517. 

(41 At-Tabari 18:517. 

'S] Ibn Abi Shaybah 11:541; 13:578. 
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called out: ‘O Lord, I have taken a place of worship to You in a 
place which no other person has reached.’ ”!! 
il 5 Ss Ap 
¢So ‘We answered his call, and delivered him from the 
distress.» 


means, ‘We brought him forth from the belly of the fish and 
from that darkness.’ 


¢And thus We do deliver the believers.> 


means, when they are in difficulty and they call upon Us and 
repent to Us, especially if they call upon Us with these words 
at the time of distress. 

The leader of the Prophets # encouraged us to call upon 
Allah with these words. Imam Ahmad recorded that Sa‘d bin 
Abi Waqqas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “I passed by 
‘Uthman bin ‘Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, in the 
Masjid, and greeted him. He stared at me but did not return 
my Salam. I went to ‘Umar bin Al-Khattaéb and said: ‘O 
Commander of the faithful, has something happened in Islam?’ 
I said that twice. He said, ‘No, why do you ask?’ I said, 1 
passed by ‘Uthman a short while ago in the Masjid and 
greeted him, and he stared at me but he did not return my 
Salam.’ Umar sent for Uthman and asked him, ‘Why did you 
not return your brother’s Saldm?’ He said, That is not true.’ 
Sa‘d said, ‘Yes it is.’ It reached the point where they both 
swore oaths. Then ‘Uthman remembered and said, Yes, you 
are right, I seek the forgiveness of Allah and I repent to Him. 
You passed by me a short while ago but I was preoccupied 
with thoughts of something I had heard from the Messenger of 
Allah 3%, which I never think of but a veil comes down over my 
eyes and my heart.’ Sa‘d said: ‘And I will tell you what it was. 
The Messenger of Allah #% told us the first part of the 
supplication then a bedouin came and kept him busy, then 
the Messenger of Allah # got up and I followed him. When I 
felt worried that he would enter his house, I stamped my feet. 


Ml At-Tabari 18:518. 
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I turned to the Messenger of Allah 2%, who said, 
eC Gey gf ids fy 
tWho is this? Abu Ishaq?» 1 said, “Yes, O Messenger of 
Allah.” He said, 


° 
. 


dageD 


tWhat is the matter?» | said, “Nothing, by Allah, except that 
you told us the first part of the supplication, then this 
bedouin came and kept you busy.” He said, 


eh i 3 55 3) oI 53 8585 Ga 

«Yes, the supplicaiton of Dhun-Niin when he was in the belly 
of the fish: 

Kina & See Jy BESS GAY Ay Vp 
«There is no God but You, Glorified be You! Truly, I have 
been of the wrongdoers .> 
No Muslim ever prays to his Lord with these words for 
anything, but He will answer his prayer.0”""! 


It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, and by An-Nasai7 in Al- 
Yawm wal-Laylah.'?! 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Sa‘d said that the Messenger of 
Allah #% said: 
CS Comtel Gai gh lb, ES Sa 
«Whoever offers supplication in the words of the supplication of 
Yiinus, will be answered .3 
Abu Said said: “He was referring to: 
¢And thus We do deliver the believers.>’"*! 


1 Ahmad 1:170. 
(21 Tuhfat ALAhwadhi 9 :479, An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubrd 6 :168. 
ISI Al-Hakim 2 :584. 
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410 87% ote TEN oon 29% 7 te tee AP ae Be it ae 
A ecb Nes Syl ws oly 153 wis Y oe) wa 3} b E=55> 
PB 3 Oho Bee My Ae AL Le da 
Feces “Gaye 3 Byer gee howe 

Ei Sets UE, Uy OS CIEL; 

€89. And (remember) Zakariyyaé, when he cried to his Lord: 
“O My Lord! Leave me not single (childless), though You are 


the Best of the inheritors.""> 


€90. So We answered his call, and We bestowed upon him 
Yahya, and cured his wife for him. Verily, they used to hasten 
on to do good deeds, and they used to call on Us with hope and 
fear, and they were Khashi'in before Us.> 


Zakariyya and Yahya 
Allah tells us of His servant Zakariyya, who asked Allah to grant 
him a son who would be a Prophet after him. The story has 
already been given in detail at the beginning of Surah Maryam 
and also in Surah ‘Imran. Here an abbreviated version is given. 
445 556 A> 

€when he cried to his Lord» means, in secret, hiding it from his 
people. 

40S Bn Y Sp 
¢O My Lord! Leave me not single,» means, with no child and no 
heir to stand among the people after me. 

<though You are the Best of the inheritors.» 


This is a supplication and form of praise befitting the topic. 
Allah says: 
C25 BIL ok Bs A CRD 
4So We answered his call, and We bestowed upon him Yahya, 
and cured his wife for him.» 


Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid and Sa‘id bin Jubayr said: “She was 
barren and never had a child, then she gave birth.”!!! 


(1) at-Tabari 18 :520. 
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CGB 4 Shh Hee > 
<Verily, they used to hasten on to do good deeds,> 
means, acts of worship and acts of obedience towards Allah. 


12555 UES Sp 
gand they used to call on Us with hope and fear,> 


Ath-Thawri said, “Hoping for that (reward) which is with Us 
and fearing that (punishment) which is with Us.”'! 
4 Sud UO Ie5> 

qand they were Khiashi'in before Us.> ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported 
from Ibn ‘Abbas that this means, sincerely believing in that 
which was revealed by Allah.'?!_ Mujahid said: “Truly 
believing.”°! Abu Al-‘Aliyah said: “Fearing.”*! Abu Sinan said: 
“Khushi‘ means the fear which should never leave our hearts.” 
It was also reported from Mujahid that the Khdshi‘in are those 
who are humble.” Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak said, 
“The Khadshi‘in are those who humble themselves before 
Allah.”5! All of these suggestions are close in meaning. 


in Gs Sede Gs ST gt 
qld 
491. And she who guarded her chastity, We breathed into her 


through Our Rith, and We made her and her son a sign for 
nations .> 


‘Isa and Maryam the True Believer 

Here Allah mentions the story of Maryam and her son ‘sa, 
just after mentioning Zakariyyaé and his son Yahya, may peace 
be upon them all. He mentions the story of Zakariyya first, 
followed by the story of Maryam because the one is connected 
to the other. The former is the story of a child being born to 


"1 Tafsir Ath-Thawri 204. 

[2] at-Tabari 16:2. 

IS] At-Tabari 16:2. 

4] At-Tabari 16:2. 

IS] 4l-Kashshaf 3:133, Al-Baghawi 3 :267, Ibn Abi Shaybah 13:580. 
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an old man of advanced years, from an old woman who had 
been barren and had never given birth when she was younger. 
Then Allah mentions the story of Maryam which is even more 
wondrous, for in this case a child was born from a female 
without (the involvement of) a male. These stories also appear 
in Surah Al ‘Imran and in Stirah Maryam. Here Allah mentions 
the story of Zakariyya and follows it with the story of Maryam, 
where He says: 


G55 Sica iby 
¢And she who guarded her chastity,> means, Maryam (peace be 
upon her). This is like the Ayah in Stirah At-Tahrim: 
a on 9s CRS UG Sa oe cat ges 

¢And Maryam, the daughter of ‘imran who guarded her 

chastity. And We breathed into it {her garment] through Our 

Rith> [66:12]. 

dina on Gah, YaiS> 
¢and We made her and her son a sign for the nations.» 


means, evidence that Allah is able to do all things and that He 
creates whatever He wills; verily, His command, when He 
intends a thing, is only that He says to it, “Be” — and it is! 
This is like the Ayah: 


¢And (We wish) to appoint him as a sign to mankind> [19:21] 
See Leh tp ete ce, oe 6 AL the fee ae os “A ae 
para earl Vege 239 mirer ever es Gly boy aA Ke pry > 
ree oe ae -,2¢" Cr ert wee, rts £ 
at Oe GEE A emi JLT 6G ces LY J 
is aysee A hy 
492. Truly, this, your Ummah is one, and I am your Lord, 
therefore worship Me.> 


€93. But they have broken up and differed in their religion 
among themselves. (And) they all shall return to Us.> 


€94. So whoever does righteous good deeds while he is a 
believer, his efforts will not be rejected. Verily, We record it for 
him (in his Book of deeds) .> 


Sarah 21. Al-Anbiya' (92-94) (Part-17, 489 
Mankind is One Ummah 
hie ih wal ke OLD 
€Truly, this, your Ummah is one,> 


Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Sa‘id bin Jubayr, Qatadah and ‘Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, “Your religion is one 
religion.”!'! Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: “In this Ayah, Allah 
explains to them what they should avoid and what they 
should do.” Then He said: 


43555 eI wal sad Sp 
<Truly, this, your Ummah is one religion,» “Meaning, your gain i is 


one path. Certainly this is your Shari‘ah (Divine Law) which | 
have clearly explained you.” So Allah says: 


dositit ends Uy 
and I am your Lord, therefore worship Me.» This is like the Ayah: 


spas 


dius iteh ooh 5. i Si led 
<O (you) Messengers! Eat of the Tayyibat (good things) and do 
righteous deeds.> Until His saying, 

dsl Eas Uhp 
¢And I am your Lord, so have Taqwa of Me.> (23:51-52] 
The Messenger of Allah 28 said: 

ety Cae oe SN OY ts BA 
«We Prophets are brothers from different mothers and our 
religion is one.»'?! 


What is meant here is that they all worshipped Allah Alone 
with no partner or associate, although the Laws of each 
Messenger may have differed, as Allah says: 


40Gh5 ts K ue ue > 
<To each among you, We have wicecotbed a Law and a clear 
way> [5:48] 
" At-Tabari 18 :523. 
21 Fath Al-Bari 6 :550. 
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Sacre aes 


qe ST b> | 
€But they have broken up and differed in their religion among 
themselves .> 


meaning, the nations were divided over their Messengers; some 
of them believed in them and some rejected them. Allah says: 


- fs 
pss CN Jaap 
€(And) they all shall return to Us.> meaning, ‘on the Day of 
Resurrection, when We will requite each person according to 
his deeds. If they are good, then he will be rewarded and if they 
are evil then he will be punished.’ Allah says: 


< 


he eer 7e 


Coe By SUSI ye JS > 
<So whoever does righteous good deeds while he is a believer,> 
meaning, his heart believes and his deeds are righteous. 


or, 7,798 


<n} ice TG> 
€his efforts will not be rejected. This is like the Ayah: 


420550 SS es ¥ aD 
certainly We shall not make the reward of anyone who does his 
deeds in the most perfect manner to be lost.> [18:30] 


which means, his efforts will not be wasted; they will be 
appreciated and not even a speck of dust’s weight of injustice 
will be done. Allah says: 


ysee A OS> 


<Verily, We record it for him.» means, all his deeds are recorded 
and nothing of them at all is lost. 


SARL sIe or 4 4, a Pas Ag oA 27% a 2 
ers erl 255 4 ok Mts I UKE Ss & Nast 


fbr ia | eg| get a ee : 
Sah ash <p Ni Si A SG BOL OK kee os 


CEs Ce FS 5 AS ge BES Of 
€95. And a ban is laid on every town which We have destroyed 
that they shall not return .> 
€96. Until, when Ya'jiij and Ma'jiij (Gog and Magog people) 
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are let loose, and they swoop down from every Hadab.> 


497. And the true promise shall draw near. Then, you shall see 
the eyes of the disbelievers fixedly staring in horror. (They will 
say :) ‘Woe to us! We were indeed heedless of this - nay, but 
we were wrongdoers .'"> 


Those who have been destroyed, will never return to 
this World 
4555 Ke Ed 

¢And a ban is laid on every town> ibn ‘Abbas said, “it' is 
enforced”, i.e., it has been decreed that the people of each 
township that has been destroyed will never return to this 
world before the Day of Resurrection, as is reported clearly 
[through other narrations] from Ibn ‘Abbas, Abu Ja‘far Al-Baqir, 
Qatadah and others.!! | 


Ya’jaij and Ma’jaij | 
ders tak £55 4 Sey 
<Until, when Ya'jiij and Ma'jitj are let loose,> 


We have already mentioned that they are from the progeny of 
Adam, upon him be peace; they are also descents of Nuh 
through his son Yafith (Japheth), who was the father of the 
Turks, Turk referring to the group of them who were left 
behind the barrier which was built by Dhul-Qarnayn. Allah 
says: 


Coo den prt Gy Sh Aas BG WS A 38s EG) ot US aD 

48 4 
<This is a mercy from my Lord, but when the promise of my 
Lord comes, He shall level it down to the ground. And the 


promise of my Lord is ever true. And on that Day, We shall 
leave them to surge like waves on one another...>{18:98-99]. 


And in this Ayah, Allah says: 
ENIGLE gE Kee ot oh eal Eo 2s 4 > 


0) Al-Baghawi 3:268, At-Tabari 18:525, Ar-Razi 22:191. 
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€Until, when Ya'jaj and Ma'jiij are let loose, and they swoop 
down from every Hadab.> 


meaning, they will come forth quickly to spread corruption. A 
Hadab is a raised portion of land. This was the view of Ibn 
‘Abbas, Tkrimah, Abu Salih, Ath-Thawri and others.'"! This is 
how their emergence is described, as if the listener can see it. 
¢And none can inform you like Him Who is the All-Knower.> 
[35:14). 
This is information given by the One Who knows what has 
happened and what is yet to come, the One Who knows the 
unseen in the heavens and on earth. There is no god except 
Him. 

Ibn Jarir narrated that ‘Ubaydullah bin Abi Yazid said, “Ibn 
‘Abbas saw some young boys playing and pouncing on one 
another, and said, this is how Ya'jaj and Ma’juj will 
emerge.” Their emergence has been described in numerous 
Hadiths of the Prophet 3. 

The First Hadith 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Said Al-Khudri said: 

“I heard the Messenger of Allah # say: 
FAD Jes BBE Us Se ots Ce tls Ek gah 
ree ee OL jis ON 54 do Lk Jee 
EAR OL SE BIN Me Oey EtG a Oa pats 
ge Bi 2S BAG oy Ze Ss 2 GS hy 
car GASI MT ny, So by Se iss te ees Se US 
hy Us Sass a Oe HG le ye PS iT Ye 


Osh SAS he GUY Je Awd el gy O35 oil 
() At-Rabari 18 :532. 
71 At-Tabari 18:528. 
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pte 5 AS OG Gad da You es CE Od gb ibs VI 
Be as Sp Bie US Ak OT Se bi Ee 
5588 SUS AE hes Se tot Op yal VE Geek hes Gs got ati 
Wy Po ORS pert SES pets calls Be OES 


eds Sol UN Sp eae UF S588 GS ee RS 


tYa'jaj and Ma’jij will be let loose and will emerge upon 
mankind, as Allah says: «and they swoop down from every 
Hadab.> 


They will overwhelm the people, and the Muslims will retreat to 
their cities and strongholds, bringing their flocks with them. 
They [Ya'jtij and Ma'jitj] will drink all the water of the land 
until some of them will pass a river and drink it dry, then those » 
who come after them will pass by that place and will say, 
“There used to be water here once." Then there will be no one 
left except those who are in their strongholds and cities. Then 
one of them will say, ‘We have defeated the people of the earth; 
now the people of heaven are left." One of them will shake his 
spear and hurl it into the sky, and it will come back stained 
with blood, as a test and a trial for them. While this is 
happening, Allah will send a worm in their necks, like the 
worm that is found in date-stones or in the nostrils of sheep, 
and they will die and their clamor will cease. Then the Muslims 
will say, ‘‘Who will volunteer to find out what the enemy is 
doing?” One of them will step forward and volunteer, knowing 
that he will likely be killed. He will go down and will find them 
dead, lying on top of one another. Then he will call out, ‘‘O 
Muslims! Rejoice that Allah has sufficed you against your 
enemy!’’ Then they will come out of their cities and 
strongholds, and will let their flocks out to graze, but they will 
have nothing to graze upon except the flesh of these people 
(Ya'jitij and Ma’'jiij), but it will fill them better than any 
vegetation they have ever eaten before.!! It was also 
recorded by Ibn Majah.!?! 


01 Ahmad 3:77. 
[2] Ibn Majah 2:1363. 
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The Second Hadith 


Imam Ahmad also recorded from An-Nawwas bin Sam‘an Al- 
Kilabi that the Messenger of Allah # mentioned the Dajjal one 
morning. “Sometimes he described him as insignificant and 
sometimes he described him as so significant that we felt as if 
he were in the cluster of palm trees.'") He said: 


Ob pStss ens UB tka Uy ok Oe oie ST gin 
ay) vpehna YS le cele ily edt Gort gs tl IS ASG cN5 gS 
Coot SS Silty pub sy He CN sy dob de Eb is BG 


C12 il Ste G YK; 


“There are other things that I fear for you more than the Dajjal. 

If he emerges while I am among you, I will deal with him for 
you. If he emerges when I am not among you, then each man 
will have to deal with him for himself, and Allah will take care 
of each Muslim on my behalf. He (the Dajjal) will be a young 
man with short, curly hair and a floating eye. He will emerge 
in a place between Syria and Iraq and will spread mischief right 
and left. O servants of Allah, be steadfast!» 


We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how long will he remain on 
earth?’ He said, 


CSUs woth ploy AS ty EEE By ES By 8 Sle 


‘Forty days: one day like a year, one day like a month, one 
day like a week, and the rest of the days like your days.» 


We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, on that day which will be like 
a year, will the prayers of one day and one night be sufficient?’ 
He said, 


13509 43 15351 Vo 


(1) When that happened, he could see it in our faces. We asked him 
about that and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, you mentioned the 
Dajjal this morning and spoke as if he was insignificant, and now 
you have described him as so significant that we feel as though he 
is in the cluster of palm trees’. (This portion is not found in Ibn 
Kathir’s original manuscript, but is available in the Hadith 
collection of Ahmad). 


Stirah 21. Al-Anbiya’ (95-97) (Part-17) 495 


‘No, but you will have to compute it according to its due 
proportion (and pray accordingly). 
We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how fast will he move across 
the land?’ He said, 


tee opie RAAitT 
iLike a cloud driven by the wind.» 
He said, 


28 aN Oh ca A Dope BIS eAly Ke 
AESNy sala tasls wg C55 G gb cfg peso weil TIP) 
bia gl Us Og ob odd BEE esl ty ays 
58 a Al 18 2 Sly te ted wl & pd OD Gt 
Ay Ud $B es pbs - 106 - Jb as G5 YS ars 
He SES 5 ME ody Jas es Ferd) Sle Ghis 
Lath ech ibe Ji ol Stl me feral je % al O55 34 sie 


s 


aks 4S ,45 235 was oh joule 33 waly Ee Se Ai BF 
Ao es ool 3) US A ES J6 - gin Bou ke 
BIG V egal ty be C31 B 7 ese ole as oll Uae 


JES eels EAU Jes Bw EES yk A ate SAS te 

(hs 3 Jee Se 
tHe will come to a people and call them [to his way] and they 
will respond to him. He will issue a command to the sky and it 
will rain, and to the earth and it will bring forth vegetation, 
then their livestock will come to them in the evening with their 
humps very high and their udders full of milk and their flanks 
wide and fat. Then he will come to another people and call them 
{to his way] and they will refuse, and their wealth will leave 
with him, and they will be faced with drought, with none of 
their wealth left. Then he will walk through the wasteland and 
will say to it, ‘Bring forth your treasure,” and its treasure will 
come forth like a swarm of bees. Then he will issue commands 
that a man be killed, and he will strike him with a sword and 
cut him into two pieces, and (put these pieces as far apart) as 
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the distance between an archer and his target. Then he will call 
him, and the man will come to him with his face shining. At 
that point Allah will send the Messiah ‘Isa bin Maryam, who 
will come down to the white minaret in the eastern side of 
Damascus, wearing two garments lightly dyed with saffron and 
with his hands resting on the wings of two angels. He will 
search for him (the Dajjal) until he catches up with him at the 
eastern gate of Ludd, where he will kill him. Then Allah will 
reveal to ‘Isa ibn Maryam the words: “I have brought forth 
from amongst My creatures people against whom none will be 
able to fight. Take My servants safely to the Mount (Tir).” 
Then Allah will send Ya'jiij and Ma'jiij, as Allah says: €and 
they swoop down from every Hadab.>» 


HB, BUS pele or LS Jey fe at Gy Yee Coe CES 
if Sek YE MES) ote has aie Eos 25 bl 
Bal NGA shy oe 55 HESS a SE 
“Isa and his companions will beseech Allah, and Allah will 
send against them insects which will attack their necks, and in 
the morning they will all perish as one. Then ‘Isa and his 
companions will come down and they will not find a single spot 
on earth that is free from their putrefaction and stench. Then 
‘Isa and his companions will again beseech Allah, and He will 


send birds with necks like those of Bactrian camels, and they 
will carry them and throw them wherever Allah wills.» 


Ibn Jabir said: “Ata’ bin Yazid As-Saksaki told me, from Ka‘b 
or someone else: ‘They will throw them into Al-Mahbal.’ Ibn 
Jabir said: “I said, ‘O Abu Yazid, and where is Al-Mahbal?” He 
said, “In the east (where the sun rises).” He said: 
& ON 6S Cy Sail 5 V5 i Se be BY phe an et 
res Ss SSe0 Ise Prt “< ark Oe ets ene pow eee 
BY Begs IE US 5859 Dt gil oS LEG IIS GSE 
JN! Se taal Sy 2s yoy oS eae Sykes SUN 3, EH 
A I Se BG Gh GS th 5 telly «ty puta GX 
en Ky Jes ew bed is le ESE ech ai 
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Se Es - eB WS 0 GT LSS 05 Jas bi CN 

CaSLEN 6 35 agile «pod OE O51 «BI 
‘Then Allah will send rain which no house of clay or (tent of). 
camel's hair will be able to keep out, for forty days, and the. 
earth will be washed until it looks like a mirror. Then it will be 
said to the earth: bring forth your fruit and restore your 
blessing. On that day a group of people will be able to eat from 
one pomegranate and seek shade under its skin, and everything 
will be blessed. A milch-camel will give so much milk that it 
will be sufficient for a whole group of people, and a milch-cow 
will give so much milk that it will be sufficient for a whole 
clan, and a sheep will be sufficient for an entire household. At 
that time Allah will send a pleasant wind which will reach: 
beneath their armpits and will take the soul of every Muslim -' 
or every believer - and there will be left only the most evil of 
people who will commit fornication like mules, and then the 
Hour will come upon them 0") 


This was also recorded by Muslim!) but not by Al-Bukhari. It 
was also recorded by the Sunan compilers, with different 
chains of narrators. At-Tirmidhi said, “It is Hasan Sahih.”*! 


The Third Hadith 


Imam Ahmad recorded from Ibn Harmalah, from his maternal 
aunt who said: “The Messenger of Allah #% gave a Khutbah, 
and he had a bandage on his finger where he had been stung 
by a scorpion. He said: 


Erk gh She Sb SNS ¥ aki, i phe ¥ OB Xp 
St S45 JS te GEE Ces oth sb, ost Gye gE fh; 
‘You say that you have no enemy, but you will keep fighting 


your enemies until Ya'jitj and Ma'jij come, with their wide 


1) Ahmad 5:181. 
[2] Muslim 4 :2250. 


[3] Abu Dawud 4:496, Tuhfat AlLAhwadhi 6:499, An-Nasa’ in Al- 
Kubré 6 :235, Ibn Majah 2:1356. 
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faces, small eyes and reddish hair, pouring down from every 
mound with their faces looking like burnished shields .»’\"| 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded a Hadith of Muhammad bin ‘Amr from 
Khalid bin ‘Abdullah bin Harmalah Al-Mudlaji, from his 
paternal aunt, from the Prophet #, and he mentioned 
something similar.!?! 

It was confimred by Hadiths that Isa bin Maryam will 
perform Hajj to the Al-Bayt Al-‘Atiq (i.e., the Ka‘bah). Imam 
Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa‘id said: “The Messenger of Allah 
3% said: 


els cHl eit ie oats Sch es teh 
‘He will certainly come to this House and perform Hajj and 
‘Umrah, after the emergence of Ya'jiij and Ma’jitj. 
This was recorded by Al-Bukhari.'*! 


tb pelea, 


45551 Sah Gish; 

¢And the true promise (Day of Resurrection) shall draw near.> 
the Day of Resurrection, when these terrors and earthquakes 
and this chaos will come to pass. The Hour has drawn nigh 
and when it comes to pass, the disbelievers will say: “This is a 
difficult Day.” Allah says: 

CoS St pat Lat <p tip 

<Then, you shall see the eyes of the disbelievers fixedly staring 

in horror .> 
because of the horror of the tremendous events that they are 
witnessing. 

Oya > 
«Woe to us!> means, they will say, ‘Woe to us!’ 
We were indeed heedless of this» means, in the world. 


() Ahmad 5:271. There is a deficiency in its chain. It may be 
supported by other narrations. 


2] Ibn Abi Hatim 8 :2468. 
31 Ahmad 3:27, Al-Bukhari 1593. 
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€98. Certainly you and that which you are worshipping now 
besides Allah, are (but) fuel (Hasab) for Hell! (Surely) you will 
enter it.> 


499. Had these been gods, they would not have entered Mere 
(Hell), and all of them will abide therein forever .> 


€100. Therein they will be breathing out with deep sighs and 
roaring and therein they will hear not.> 


4101. Verily, those for whom the good has preceded from Us, 
they will be removed far therefrom (Hell) .> 


€102. They shall not hear the slightest sound of it (Hell), while 
they abide in that which their own selves desire .> 
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<103. The greatest terror will not grieve them, and the angels 
will meet them, (with the greeting :) ‘This is your Day which 
you were promised .""> 


The Idolators and their gods are Fuel for Hell 


Allah says to the people of Makkah, the idolators of the 
Quraysh and those who followed pa religion of idol worship: 


. $a soe Ales “A 


pee Qa a wd? ot U5 i> 
<Certainly you and that which you are worshipping now 
besides Allah, are (but) Hasab for Hell!>. 
Ibn ‘Abbas said: “Kindling.”!!! 
This is like the Ayah: 
CAG pt a5) 
<whose fuel is men and stones} [66:6]. 
According to another report, Ibn ‘Abbas said: 


4526 pore > 


<Hasab for Het means firewood in (the dialect of the people of) 
Zanjiyyah.'7| Mujahid, Ikrimah and Qatadah said: “Its fuel.” 
Ad-Dahhak said: “The fuel of Hell means that which is thrown 
into it.”""! This was also the view of others.!*! 


45 GS ip 


<(Surely) you will enter it.» means, you will go into it. 
ss CG SE ok I> 
<Had these been gods, they would not have entered there,> 


means, if these idols and false gods which you worshipped 
instead of Allah, had really been gods, they would not have 
entered the Hellfire. 


( Aj-Qurtubi 11 :343. 

(2] Zanj, in modern Arabic refers to any black people. It is defined in 
Lisdn Al-‘Arab and As-Sihdh as a people of [ancient] Sudan, its 
plural is Zundj, which is also the name of a tribe of Qahtani ‘Arabs. 

(31 At-Tabari 18 :536. 

41 At-Tabari 18 :536. 
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C55 fs Jas 


¢and all of them will abide therein forever.» means, the 
worshippers and the objects of their worship will all abide 
therein forever. 


155 is BD 
<Therein they will be breathing out with deep sighs and 
roaring> 
This is like the Ayah: 
4545 505 > 
<they will have (in the Fire), Zafir and Shahiq> [11:106). 


Zafir refers to their exhalation, and Shahiq refers to their 
inhalation. 


4p VG OD 
¢and therein they will hear not.> 


The State of the Blessed 
463i 1G CES Sal |p 
<Verily, those for whom the good has preceded from Us,> 
Tkrimah said, “Mercy.” Others said it means being blessed. 
tied G A> 


they will be removed far therefrom .>""| 
When Allah mentions the people of Hell and their punishment 
for their associating others in worship with Allah, He follows 
that with a description of the blessed who believed in Allah 
and His Messengers. These are the ones for whom the blessing 
has preceded from Allah, and they did righteous deeds in the 
world, as Allah says: 


3s Gel cst cst gail> 
<For those who have done good is the best reward and even 
more> [10:26] 


UW! At-abari 18:451. 
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5bSqi Wp yctyt aie Jap 
Is there any reward for good other than good?> [55:60] 


Just as they did good in this world, Allah will make their final 
destiny and their reward good; He will save them from 
punishment and give them a aes reward. 


HA Osis TGA SN 


qthey will be removed far shietrein: They shall not hear the 
slightest sound of it,> 


means, they will not feel its heat in their bodies. 
4S L2H CEES Ug g5p 
qwhile they abide in that which their own selves desire .> 


means, they will be safe from that which they fear, and they 
will have all that they love and desire. It was said that this 
was revealed to point out an exception in the case of those 
who are worshipped instead of Allah, and to exclude ‘Uzayr 
and the Messiah from their number. Hajjaj bin Muhammad Al- 
A‘war reported from Ibn Jurayj, and ‘Uthman bin ‘Ata’ 
reported from Ibn ‘Abbas: 

45 Gj shi ae Cae al wd) oF yd U5 U5 pa > 
<Certainly you (disbelievers) and that which you are 
worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) Hasab for Hell! 
(Surely) you will enter it.> 


Then He made an exception and said: 
hi 4) CS Sait 34> 
¢Verily, those for whom the good has preceded from Us.> 


It was said that this referred to the angels and ‘Isa, and others 
who are worshipped instead of Allah. This was the view of 
Tkrimah, Al-Hasan and Ibn Jurayj. Muhammad bin Ishaq bin 
Yasar said in his book of Sirah: 

“According to what I have heard, the Messenger of Allah 2 
sat down one day with Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah in the 
Masjid, and An-Nadr bin Al-Harith came and sat down with 
them. There were also other men of Quraysh in the Masjid. 
The Messenger of Allah 3 spoke, then An-Nadr bin Al-Harith 
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came up to him and the Messenger of Allah 3% spoke to him 
until he defeated him in argument. Then he recited to him and 
to them, 
tBORS GN ee he GES HD 

<Certainly you and that which you are worshipping now 

besides Allah, are (but) Hasab for Hell! (Surely) you will enter 

it.» Until His Statement, 

43 FG > 
¢and therein they will hear not.> 

Then the Messenger of Allah # got up and went to sit with 
‘Abdullah bin Al-Zab‘ari As-Sahmi. Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah 
said to ‘Abdullah bin Al-Zab‘ari, “By Allah, An-Nadr bin Al- 
Harith could not match the son of ‘Abd Al-Muttalib in 
argument. Muhammad claims that we and these gods that we 
worship are fuel for Hell.” ‘Abdullah bin Az-Zab‘ari said: “By 
Allah, if I meet with him I will defeat him in argument. Ask 
Muhammad whether everyone that is worshipped instead of 
Allah will be in Hell with those who worshipped him, for we 
worship the angels, and the Jews worship ‘Uzayr, and the 
Christians worship Al-Masih, Isa bin Maryam.” Al-Walid and 
those who were sitting with him were amazed at what 
‘Abdullah bin Az-Zab‘ari said, and they thought that he had 
come up with a good point. He said this to the Messenger of 
Allah 3%, who said: 


ate Say % Msn 1-8, 0 58 fee ae oe C8 Bogie o toon $f og oh ae 28 
UREN Gyty Lei] A] odle Be Be Hb cab O93 Je SY OF Csi te Ose 


«Everyone who likes to be worshipped instead of Allah will be 
with the ones who worshipped him, for indeed they are 
worshipping the Shaytin and whoever told them to worship 
him.» 


Then Allah revealed the words: 
Gat Si5 ¥ NG (Ee SSI gl G Yi ce Sl 4p 
Ed 2 PSDB K wre ee er ot 
€i9 Says seta oZe ST 3 Pay 


<Verily, those for whom the good has preceded from Us, they 
will be removed far therefrom (Hell). They shall not hear the 
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slightest sound of it (Hell), while they abide in that which their 
own selves desire.> 


It was revealed about the mention of ‘sa, ‘Uzayr and rabbis 
and monks who were also worshipped, who had spent their 
lives in devotion towards Allah, but the misguided people who 
came after them took them as lords instead of Allah. 
Concerning the notion of worshipping the angels as daughters 
of Allah, the following words were revealed: 


CRISS Be I RAL UG SST LET > 
¢And they say: ‘The Most Gracious has begotten children.” 
Glory to Him! They are but honored slaves>. Until His saying, 


Cinbell G2 US Th ash li sd oh St ES 
€And if any of them should say: ‘'Verily, I am a god besides 
Him,” such a one We should recompense with Hell. Thus We 
recompense the wrongdoers.> (21:26-29). 


Concerning ‘IsA bin Maryam, the fact that he is worshipped 
alongside Allah, and the amazement of Al-Walid and the 
others who were present at the argument [of ‘Abdullah bin Az- 
mires the ne words were revealed: 
G pa fe ea Wiss Manis t ae aS BL Ja ir ot op aie 
A SG isles ake CO IY 3 4 @DSrwt Ba NH 
i BCH) By Osa BN 4 KEK Gh HS OLA 
i S KS 


¢And when the son of Maryam is quoted as an example, 
behold, your people cry aloud (laugh out at the example). And 
say: Are our gods better or is he?" They quoted not the above 
example except for argument. Nay! But they are a quarrelsome 
people. He was not more than a slave. We granted Our favor to 
him, and We made him an example for the Children of Israel. 
And if it were Our will, We would have made angels to replace 
you on the earth. And he shall be a known sign for the Hour. 
Therefore have no doubt concerning it.» [43:57-61] 
meaning, the miracles and signs that happened at his hands, 


such as raising the dead and healing the sick, are sufficient as 
signs of the approach of the Hour, 
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fer we 


«Therefore have no doubt concerning ae And follow Me (Allah)! 

This is the straight path> [43:63].’ 
What Ibn Az-Zab‘ari said was a serious mistake, because the 
Ayah was addressed to the people of Makkah concerning their 
worship of idols which were inanimate and could not think. It 
was a rebuke for their worship of them, so Allah said: 

2 LM Bs on DMS U5 Lp 

¢Certainly you (disbelievers) and that which you are 

worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) Hasab for Hell!» 
How could this be applied to Al-Masih, ‘Uzayr and others who 
did righteous deeds and did not accept the worship of those 
who worshipped them? 


ree pall 8 ee TD 


<The greatest terror will not grieve them,> 


It was said that this means death, as was narrated by ‘Abdur- 
Razzaq from Yahya bin Rabi‘ah from ‘Ata.’ Or it was said that 
the greatest terror refers to the blast of the Trumpet, as Al- 
‘Awfi said narrating from Ibn ‘Abbas’?! and Abu Sinan, Sa‘id 
bin Sinan Ash-Shaybani. This was the view favored by Ibn 
Jarir in his Tafsir. 

$y} Bee sil KF pe eat AEG > 


¢and the angels will meet them, (with the greeting :) “This is 
your Day which you were promised’ .> 
meaning, the angels will greet them on the Day of Resurrection 
when they emerge from their graves lat the words: 
423 pony on Ai’ Ay 5 tap 
€"This is your Day which you were promised” .> 
meaning, hope for the best. 


Lae or BS 


tale ae; ee Ge Gi oS et jal AEN 635 p> i 


") Ibn Hisham 1:384. 
2) At-Tabari 18:542. 
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€104. And (remember) the Day when We shall roll up the 
heaven like a Syill for books. As We began the first creation, 


We shall repeat it. (It is) a promise binding upon Us. Truly, 
We shall do it.> 


The Heavens will be rolled up on the Day of Resurrection 
Allah says: this will happen on the Day of Resurrection: 


4241 foal J dat 6b 
€And (remember) the Day when We shail roll up the heaven 
like a Sijill for books .> 
This is like the Ayah: 
Ess oscaiy aici (5 RE Le BAG wy KE at 13S wp 


Pao Bed ge ete Beat c. ” 
(Hogs Le Ghsy Ata cde 


Powe es 


<They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him. 
And on the Day of Resurrection the whole of the earth will be 
grasped by His Hand and the heavens will be rolled up in His 
Right Hand. Glorified be He, and High be He above all that 
they associate as partners with Him!> [39:67] 
Al-Bukhari recorded that Nafi‘ reported from Ibn ‘Umar that 
the Messenger of Allah 2% said: 


tay SAGEM O55 Gee INN Sate 63% Gand at bp 

«On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will seize the earth and the 

heavens will be in His Right Hand.» 
This was recorded by Al-Bukhdari, may Allah have mercy on 
him." 

Ei Sol > 

like a Siill rolled up for books.» What is meant by Sijill is book. 
As-Suddi said concerning this Ayah: “As-Sijill is an angel who is 


entrusted with the records; when a person dies, his Book (of 
deeds) is taken up to As-Sijill, and he rolls it up and puts it 


1) Fath ALBari, 13:404. 
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away until the Day of Resurrection.” But the correct view as 
narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas is that As-Sijill refers to the record (of 
deeds).""! This was also reported from him by ‘Ali bin Abi 
Talhah and Al-‘Awfi.'?| This was also stated by Mujahid, 
Qatadah and others.!5) This was the view favored by Ibn Jarir, 
because this usage is well-known in the (Arabic) language. 
Based on the above, the meaning is: the Day when the heaven 
will be rolled up like a scroll. This is like the Ayah: 


See oe 


¢Then, when they had both submitted themselves (to the will of 
Allah), and he had laid him prostrate on his forehead.> 
[37:103] 
There are many more linguistic examples in this respect. Allah 
knows best. 


Soria: Be gps ginln Cig by et dg ool 
kine & GEE 0 JS Ske Hs wp 


¢As We began the first creation, We shall repeat it. (It is) a 

promise binding upon Us. Truly, We shall do it.» 
means, this will inevitably come to pass on the Day when 
Allah creates His creation anew. As He created them in the 
first place, He is surely able to re-create them. This must 
inevitably come to pass becausé it is one of the things that 
Allah has promised, and He does not break His promise. He is 
able to do that. 


Because He says: 
tbe © Hp 


€Truly, We shall do it.» Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas 
said: “The Messenger of Allah #4 stood among us exhorting us, 
and said: 


tds Gl Oh lig US Wee As HE Jey 2 an Gt 55d Xp 
tide US Uy tele 1385 
"You will be gathered before Allah barefoot, naked and uncircumcised. 
(1) At-Tabari 18 :543. 


[2] At-Tabari 18:543. 
3] At-Tabari 18:543. 
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4105. And indeed We 
have written in Az-Za- 
bir after Adh-Dhikr that 
My righteous servants 


Sy - Aye Ae hee © ceee S sg 
OUsi MEK A Sts; 


shall inherit the land .> 
€106. Verily, in this there is a plain Message for people who 
worship Allah.> 
€107. And We have sent you (O Muhammad 2%) not but as a 
mercy for the ‘Alamin.> 


The Earth will be inherited by the Righteous 


Allah tells us of His decree for His righteous servants who are 
the blessed in this world and in the Hereafter, those who will 
inherit the earth in this world and in the Hereafter. As Allah 


says: 


1) Ahmad 1:235. 
2) Fath Al-Bari 8:292, Muslim 4:2194. 
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view of Zayd bin Aslam: “It is the First Book.” Ath-Thawri said: 
“It is Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz.” 


© and tee Ft r? 
Sipe Gace Ub, GAT Dip 


éthat My righteous servants shall inherit the land .> 


Mujahid said, narrating from Ibn ‘Abbas, “This means, the 
land of Paradise.”"! This was also the view of Abu ‘Aliyah, 
Mujahid, Sa‘id bin Jubayr, Ash-Shabi, Qatadah, As-Suddi, 
Abu Salih, Ar-Rabi* bin Anas and Ath-Thawri (may Allah have 
mercy on them).|! 


Eilat 5) OM 1S Ls yb 


Verily, in this (the Qur'an) there is a plain Message for people 
who worship Allah.» 


means, ‘in this Qur’an which We have revealed to Our servant 
Muhammad #3, there is a plain Message which is beneficial 
and is sufficient for a people who worship Allah.’ This refers to 
those who worship Allah in the manner which He has 
prescribed and which He loves and is pleased with, and they 
would rather obey Allah than follow the Shaytan or their own 
desires. 


Muhammad #; is a Mercy to the Worlds 
ii Syed 5 I Ball Gp 
4And We have sent you not but as a mercy for the ‘Alamin.> 


Here Allah tells us that He has made Muhammad 3% a mercy 
to the ‘Alamin, i.e., He sent him as a mercy for all of them 
[peoples], so whoever accepts this mercy and gives thanks for 
this blessing, will be happy in this world and in the Hereafter. 
But whoever rejects it and denies it, will lose out in this world 
and in the Hereafter, as Allah says: 


Moet oe bee SB We at AOS +44. Se eee, tht ro he a ee oF 
Gals Ae GT os ps Oe OF at ch V5 oat QF a> 


éHave you not seen those who have changed the blessings of 


11] at-Tabari 18 :549. 
[2] at-Tabari 18:549, 550. 
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Allah into disbelief, and caused their people to dwell in the 
house of destruction? Hell, in which they will burn, - and 
what an evil place to settle in!» [14:28-29] 


And Allah says, describing the Qur’an: 
Ae Bs Bs pail BER Y Sal ts i on als Se Bp 
<Say: “It is for those who believe, a guide and a healing. And 
as for those who disbelieve, there is heaviness in their ears, and 
it is blindness for them. They are those who are called from a 
place far away ."'> [41:44] 


Muslim reports in his Sahih: Ibn Abi ‘Umar told us, Marwan 
Al-Fazari told us, from Yazid bin Kisan, from Ibn Abi Hazim 
that Abu Hurayrah said that it was said, “O Messenger of 
Allah, pray against the idolators.” He said: 


ass CE iy bus Sal i Gp 


«I was not sent as a curse, rather I was sent as a mercy. 


This was recorded by Muslim.!"! 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Amr bin Abi Qurrah Al-Kindi 
said: “Hudhayfah was in Al-Mada’in and he was mentioning 
things that the Messenger of Allah x had said. Hudhayfah 
came to Salman and Salman said: ‘O Hudhayfah, the 
Messenger of Allah 2% [would sometimes be angry and would 
speak accordingly, and would sometimes be pleased and would 
speak accordingly. I know that the Messenger of Allah 303] 
addressed us and said: 


t3 iy fo ip ei eh ak He ee sl ts wh 
si ole Ble YEG Satta) its an oe uy ta us Lat psi 
‘Any man of my Ummah whom I have insulted or cursed when 
T was angry - for I am a man from among the sons of Adam, 


and I get angry just as you do. But Allah has sent me as a 
' Mercy to the Worlds, so I will make that [my anger] into 


I'l Muslim 4 :2006. 
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blessings for him on the Day of Resurrection."'s'") 


This was also recorded by Abu Dawud from Ahmad bin Yunus 
from Za’idah.'! 

It may be asked: what kind of mercy do those who disbelieve 
in him get? The answer is what Abu Ja‘far bin Jarir recorded 
from Ibn ‘Abbas alanis the Ayah: 


tart fooe & 


SS My acid Ty 


¢And We have sent you not but as a mercy for the ‘Alamin.> 


He said, “Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, mercy 
will be decreed for him in this world and in the Hereafter; 
whoever does not believe in Allah and His Messenger, will be 
protected from that which happened to the nations of 
earthquakes and stoning.”!*! 
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4108. Say: ‘It is revealed to me that your God is only one 
God. Will you then be Muslims?" > 


4109. But if they turn away say: “I give you a notice to be 
known to us all alike. And I know not whether that which you 
are promised is near or far."'> 


4110. “Verily, He knows that which is spoken aloud and He 
knows that which you conceal .’’> 


4111. “And I know not, perhaps it may be a trial for you, and 
an enjoyment for a while.''» 


4112. He said :‘My Lord! Judge You in truth! Our Lord is the 
Most Gracious, Whose help is to be sought against that which 
you attribute!" > 


1 Ahmad 5 :437. 


(2] Abu Dawud 5:45. There is a similar Hadith recorded by Muslim, 
no. 2601. 


(3) At-Tabari 18:552. 
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The main Objective of Revelation is that Allah be 
worshipped 


Allah commands His Messenger 3% to say to the idoators: 
dcpat i JG a5 Sy Pea OI iy Hp Cp 
<"'It is revealed to me that your God is only one God. Will you 
then be Muslims?"’> . 


meaning, will you then follow that and submit to it? 
4155 ob} 


<But if they turn away) means, if they ignore that to which you 
call them. 


Cie Ge eetie LU3p 
¢say: “I give you a notice to be known to us all alike...""> 


meaning, I declare that I am in a state of war with you as you 
are in a state of war with me. I have nothing to do with you 
just as you have nothing to do with me.’ This is like the Ayah: 
6S 1G tay th Jai oop A Me Ky ye JS BT asp 
€e 
¢And if they belie you, say: ‘For me are my deeds and for you 
are your deeds! You are innocent of what I do, and I am 
innocent of what you do!''> [10:41] 


455 & 2d, L6G Die typ 
<If you fear treachery from any people, throw back (their 
covenant) to them (so as to be) on equal terms (that there will 
be no more covenant between you and them)> [8:58] 


which means: so that both you and they will know that the 
treaty is null and void. Similarly, Allah says here: 
ie G aki LS Sop 
<But if they turn away say: “I give you a notice to be known 
to us all alike...'"> 


meaning, I have already informed you that I have nothing to 
do with you and you have nothing to do with me.’ 
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No one knows when the Hour will come 


die} GS ALS oS a> 
¢And I know not whether that which you are promised (i.e., 
the Day of Resurrection) is near or far.> 


meaning: ‘it will inevitably come to pass, but I have no 
knowledge of whether it is near or far.’ 
CSAS U Las eal <n Hesiod 
<Verily, He (Allah) knows that which is spoken aloud (openly) 
and He knows that which you conceal .> 


Allah knows the Unseen in its entirety; He knows what His 
creatures do openly and what they do secretly. He knows what 
is visible and what is concealed; He knows what is secret and 
hidden. He knows what His creatures do openly and in secret, 
and He will requite them for that, for both minor and major 
actions. 
diye I ES SEG Aa ol 35> 
¢And I know not, perhaps it may be a trial for you, and an 
enjoyment for a while .> 


meaning, I do not know, perhaps it is a trial for you, and an 
enjoyment for a while.’ Ibn Jarir said: ‘perhaps that is being 
delayed for you as a test for you, and enjoyment for an 
allotted time.”') This was narrated by ‘Awn from Ibn ‘Abbas. 
And Allah knows best. 


dsl Ki gs > 
¢He said: “My Lord! Judge You in truth!> 


means, judge between us and our people who disbelieve in the 
truth. Qatadah said: “The Prophets (peace be upon them) used 
to say: 


<"Our Lord! Judge between us and our people in truth, for 
You are the Best of those who give judgment."'> [7:89}, 


(1) At-Tabari 18:554. 


Sttrah 21. Al-Anbiya’ (108-112) (Part-17) 515 


and the Messenger of Allah #; was commanded to say this 
too. 4!) 

It was reported from Malik from Zayd bin Aslam that when 
the Messenger of Allah #% witnessed any fighting, he would 
say: 


43h Ki sd 
<'My Lord! Judge You in truth!"'y 
Sins GSS Beat SRT Cp 
<Our Lord is the Most Gracious, Whose help is to be sought 


against that which you attribute! 


means, ‘against the various lies and fabrications that you 
utter, some of which are worse than others; Allah is the One 
Whose Help we seek against that.’ 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Anbiyd’. To Allah be 
praise and blessings. 


(Ml Al-Ourtubi 11:351. 
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The Tafsir of Strat Al-Hajj 
(Chapter - 22) 
Which was revealed in Makkah 
sai _ 8! al 4 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 
KE OG GEE YS oh JE A EE Te des Me 
4d Kis KG KY ob 


41. O mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord! Verily, the 
earthquake of the Hour is a terrible thing.> 


42. The Day you shall see it, every nursing mother will forget 
her nursling, and every pregnant one will drop her load, and 
you shall see mankind as in a drunken state, yet they will not 
be drunk, but Allah's torment is severe .> 


‘e 


The Hour 


Allah commands His servants to have Taqwd of Him, He 
informs them of the terrors of the Day of Resurrection which 
will come to them with its earthquakes and other horrors, as 
He says: 


Shaye tae 4 hoe ecete AEE 4 cai a va 4b et 
qs wy! cal yd AIS al clp3 i> 


«When the earth is shaken with its (final) earthquake. And 
when the earth throws out its burdens .> [99:1-2] 


4263 Lal sy gash Ls SC SG GAT cits> 


¢And the earth and the mountains shall be removed from their 
places, and crushed with a single crushing. Then on that Day 
shall the (Great) Event befall.» (69:14-15] And; 


i 


Rap ee 4 ‘1 ahs ate ot ye ae ad 
42S Se 5 GS GAT BS yp 
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4When the earth will be shaken with a terrible shake. And the 
mountains will be powdered to dust.> [56:4-5] 


It was said that this earthquake will come at the end of the 
‘fe span of this world, at the outset of the Hour. 
Ibn Jarir recorded that ‘Alaamah commented on Allah’s saying, 


eeree 


<Verily, the earthquake of the Hour (of Judgement) is a terrible 
thing .> 
“Before the Hour.”'! Others said that this refers to the terror, 
fear, earthquakes and chaos that will happen on the Day of 
Resurrection, in the arena (of Judgement), after the 
resurrection from the graves. This was the view favored by Ibn 
Jarir, who took the following Hddiths as evidence: 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Imran bin Husayn said that 
when the Messenger of Allah # was on one of his journeys 
and some of his Companions had fallen behind, he raised his 
voice and recited these two Aydt. 

iat Ce ee eo - - 4 ote eee Mtr os * 
5 ce Hl i UIE JS gh dee 0 I TG es 
4s of Se SG SKY pd 


¢€O mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord! Verily, the earthquake 
of the Hour is a terrible thing. The Day you shall see it, every 
nursing mother will forget her nursling, and every pregnant 
one will drop her load, and you shall see mankind as in a 
drunken state, yet they will not be drunken, but Allah's 
torment is severe.> 


When his Companions heard that, they hastened to catch up 
with him, because they knew that he wanted to say 
something. When they reached him, he said: 


JES HB Ab ot poten ale 657 Gs 0 OB OB oy GT 5,535h 
be iS Ct Se G5 5G SS oN I ts Sa oy 2538 
Te os 


2s) 8 det55 og Sps5 Sy BLA Gil Is 


(1) At-Tabari 18:557. 


518 Tafsir_Ibn Kathir 


"Do you know what Day that is? That is the Day when Adam 
will be called. His Lord will call him and will say: “O Adam, 
send forth (those of your progeny) who are to be sent to the 
Fire." He will say, ‘‘O Lord, how many are to be sent to the 
Fire?" He will say, ‘From every thousand, nine hundred and 
ninety-nine will be in the Fire and one will be in Paradise.‘ 


His Companions were filled with despair and stopped smiling. 
When he saw that, he said: 


tit & EEL LE AS KL oy wt 3 igi clay typaih 
tbl ws eal Ss iv at cry eek; tk: 2655 Yb 
«Be of good cheer and strive hard; for by the One in Whose 
Hand is the soul of Muhammad, you will be counted with two 
creations who are of immense numbers, Ya'jiij and Ma'jij, and 
those who have already died of the progeny of Adam and the 
progeny of Iblis.» 
Then they felt happier, and he said: 
2 RUS YO 8 SEG ou a Be dls apes lien 
ED 6153 BLS gl pad he 
«Strive hard and be of good cheer, for by the One in Whose 
Hand is the soul of Muhammad, in comparison to mankind you 


are like a mole on the flank of a camel or a mark on the foreleg 
of a beast!) 


This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and by An-Nasa’i in the 
Book of Tafsir in their Sunans. At-Tirmidhi said, “It is Hasan 
Sahih.”"?! 


Another Version of this Hadith 


At-Tirmidhi recorded from Imran bin Husayn that when the 
words, 


kas, WAS at Ue 
<€O mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord.> Until His saying, 
C538 ii Sie 3655> 


(1) Ahmad 4:435. 
(2) Tuhfat ALAhwadhi 9:12, An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubré 6:410. 
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¢but Allah's torment is severe .> 

were revealed, the Prophet 3% was on a journey, and he said: 
wot Soli p32 GU - db phe Dyt5 an JE tub ge ST S,5ich 
seis as <6 £0 oa by 05 Gb I eae | pV 
5H Sy 5155 On S255 

«Do you know what Day that is?» They said, “Allah and His 
Messenger know best.” ‘He said: That is the Day on which 
Allah will say to Adam, ‘'Send forth (those of your progeny) 
who are to be sent to the Fire.’ He will say, ‘‘O Lord, how 
many are to be sent to the Fire?’’ He will say, “From every 


thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine will be in the Fire and 
one will be in Paradise.’’> 

The Muslims started to weep, then the Messenger of Allah 
#8 said: 


3235 00 Bae x 35 OW Vy bb 555 356 a Va 613355 Ly yr 
ol iy pki uy get s, dis yy ES SB tad y. Sach 

Cdl Ss go BUS of ti 9s 8 isn gis 
‘Be close in your rank and be straight forward, for there was 
never any Prophet but there was a time of ignorance just before 
his advent, so the number will be taken from that time of 
ignorance, and if that is not enough, it will be made up from 
the hypocrites. A parable of yours in comparison to the other 
nations is that, you are like a mark on the foreleg of an animal, 
or a mole on the flank of a camel.» 


Then he said, 
esa BT G5 15,55 SF 25) Sp 
«] hope that you will be a quarter of the people of Paradise. 
They said, “Allahu Akbar” Then he said, 
edad OF CE 15 SF S59 Sp 
tl hope that you will be a third of the people of Paradise.» 
They said, “Alldhu Akbar!” Then he said, 
Zeit pal Gas 5 EN op 
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“f hope that you will be half of the people of Paradise. 
They said, “Allahu Akbar!” 


Then he he narrator] said, “I do not now if he said two- 
thirds or not.”!!! 


This was also recorded by Imam Ahmad. 2) Then At-Tirmidhi 
also said, “This is a Hasan Sahih Hadith.” 
In his Tafsir, under this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu 
Sa‘d said, “The Prophet 3% said: 
SS i Gy OS OE pie cau gy Sur an dbo 
E8555 6 dE BH th eS tas he EE OT Oh at pe 
fai end 5 h55 day dete - Ju tol - Gil sy -de ad] 
SNe SS Sy AG SL COI Bd gh Gy ys ei 
4225 il 


«On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will say: ‘O Adam." He 
will say, “At Your service, O Lord." Then a voice will call 
out: “Allah commands you to send forth from your progeny 
those who are destined for the Fire." He will say, ‘‘O Lord, 
who is destined for the Fire?" He will say, ‘From every 
thousand" - I think he said - ‘nine hundred and ninety-nine.” 
At that time every pregnant female will drop her load and 
children will turn grey. €and you shall see mankind as in a 
drunken state, yet they will not be drunken, but Allah's 
torment is severe .>» 


That will be so difficult for mankind to bear that their faces 
will change. The Prophet 3% said: 


to A ey (Rs Stay Soy sts eths Eh ye 
20 eg tac abs oh ads yn leg sje aby 
BIE 06 PS. da Bt gb U8 of 259 oy oS 

CUS oad al Ghd dU FOES dahl 
‘Nine hundred and ninety-nine from Ya'jiij and Ma'jij, and 
one from you. Among mankind you are like a black hair on the 


Ol Tyhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:9. 
[21 Ahmad 4:432. 
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side of a white bull, or a white hair on the side of a black bull. I 

hope that you will be one quarter of the people of Paradise.» We 

said “Allahu Akbar!” Then he said, A third of the people of © 

Paradise.» We said, “Allahu Akbar!” Then he said, ‘One 

half of the people of Paradise.» We said: ‘Allahu Akbar"! 
Al-Bukhari also recorded this elsewhere.'?! It was also 
recorded by Muslim, and An-Nasaii in his Tafsir.'*! 

The Hddiths and reports about the terrors of the Day of 


Resurrection are very many, and this is not the place to quote 
them all. 


weer 


<Verily, the earthquake of the Hour is a terrible thing .> 


means, a serious matter, a terrifying crisis, a horrendous 
event. This earthquake is what will happen to people when 
they are filled with terror, as Allah says: 
4G 1G Os cast GET ep 
¢There, the believers were tried and shaken with a mighty 
shaking .> [33:11]. 


Then Allah says: 
4EaSS UG iat Jee IG HS OD 


<The Day you shall see it, every nursing mother will forget her 
nursling,> 


means, she will be distracted by the horror of what she is 
seeing, which will make her forget the one who is the dearest 
of all to her and to whom she shows the most compassion. 
Her shock will make her neglect her infant at the very moment 
of breastfeeding, Allah says, 


dice? (Em 


devery nursing mother>, and He did not say a mother who has 
an infant of breastfeeding age. 


(Fath ALBari 8 :295. 
(2) Fath Al-Bari 6 :440. 
(3) Muslim 1:201, An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubra 6 :409. 
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tdte, c« cag. | Cher nursling> means, 
oe xsi her nursing infant 
that has not yet been 
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<and every pregnant one 
will drop her load,» 
means, before the pre- 
gnancy has reached 
full term, because of the 
intensity ofthe horror. 


cs. SE BY 


qand you shall see 
mankind as in a drunken 
state,> 

means, because of the 
severity of their situa- 
tion, when they will 
lose their minds, so 
that whoever sees 
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them, will think, that they are drunk, 


si Bi Like KG KS SUD 
ne they will not be drunken, but Allah's torment is severe .> 


ve ¢ Se 
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wee 


¢3. And among mankind is he who disputes about Allah, 
without knowledge, and follows every rebellious Shaytan.> 


44. For him (the devil) it is decreed that whosoever follows him, 


he will mislead him, and will drive him to the torment of the 
Fire.) 
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Condemnation of the Followers of the Shaytan 


Allah condemns those who deny the Resurrection and who 
deny that Allah is able to restore life to the dead, those who 
turn away from that which Allah has revealed to His Prophets 
and, in their views - denial and disbelief - follow every 
rebellious Shaytadn among men and Jinn. This is the state of 
the followers of innovation and misguidance, who turn away 
from the truth and follow falsehood, following the words of the 
leaders of misguidance who call people to follow innovation 
and their own desires and opinions. Allah says concerning 
them and their like, 


dpe fe ol LA oF tt 55> 
<And among mankind is he who disputes about Allah, without 
knowledge ,> 


meaning, without sound knowledge. 


46 SF B pf yh be god 
<and follows every rebellious Shaytan. For him it is decreed .> 


Mujahid said, “This refers to that Shaytan.”"!_ meaning that is 
a matter written in the decree. 


C5 BD 
<that whosoever follows him,> and imitates him, 
“0 ae oe 4 Pig 
<ndti Oke J ann pee Abd 


¢he will mislead him, and will drive him to the torment of the 
Fire .> 


means, he will mislead him in this world, and in the Hereafter 
he will drive him to the torment of the Fire, which is 
unbearably hot, painful and agonizing. As-Suddi reported that 
Abu Malik said, “This Ayah was revealed about An-Nadr bin 
Al-Harith.! This was also the view of Ibn Jurayj.§ 


01 ALMuharrar Al-Wajiz 4:107. 
(2) Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 6:8. 
13] At-Tabari 18:566. 
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qc wall g 


45. O mankind! If you are in doubt about the Resurrection, 
then verily, We have created you from dust, then from a 
Nutfah, then from a clot then from a little lump of flesh - some 
formed and some unformed - that We may make (it) clear to 
you. And We cause whom We will to remain in the wombs for 
an appointed term, then We bring you out as infants, then 
(give you growth) that you may reach your age of full strength. 
And among you there is he who dies (young), and among you 
there is he who is brought back to the miserable old age, so that 
he knows nothing after having known. And you see the earth 
Hamidatan, but when We send down water on it, it is stirred 
(to life), and it swells and puts forth every lovely kind (of 
growth)» 

<6. That is because Allah: He is the Truth, and it is He Who 
gives life to the dead, and it is He Who is able to do all 
things ..> 

€7. And surely, the Hour is coming, there is no doubt about 


it; and certainly, Allah will resurrect those who are in the 
graves. 


Evidence of the Resurrection in the creation of Man and 
of Plants 


When Allah speaks of disbelief in the Resurrection, He also 
mentions the evidence of His power and ability to resurrect 
that is evident from the way He initiates creation. Allah says: 


toa 59 2S a ot Bley 
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4O mankind! If you are in doubt about the Resurrection ,> 


which means the time when souls and bodies will be raised up 
on the Day of Resurrection, 


40 3 KSGE Upp 
then verily, We have created you from dust,> 


meaning, ‘you were originally created from dust’, which is 
what Adam, peace be upon him, was created from. 


45405 os 2 iP 


<then from a Nutfah,> [32:8] meaning, then He made his 
offspring from semen of despised water. 


The Development of the Nutfah and Embryo in the 
Womb 


SA eee 6 


“4 
4555) yp 33 pile 3. 23 


then from a clot then from a little lump of flesh> 


if the Nutfah establishes itself in the woman’s womb, it stays 
like that for forty days, then more material is added to it and 
it changes into a red clot, by the leave of Allah, and it remains 
like that for forty days. Then it changes and becomes a lump 
of flesh, like a piece of meat with no form or shape. Then it 
starts to take on a form and shape, developing a head, arms, 
chest, stomach, thighs, legs, feet and all its members. 
Sometimes a woman miscarries before the fetus is formed and 
sometimes she miscarries after it has formed. As Allah says: 


A (ded cot 
dle wes ad piwes ot 33> 
¢then from a little lump of flesh - some formed and some 
unformed meaning, as you see. 
“ A 0 wp op hee SA a, Shee oyese 
Se pei Sy UBC ON 9 55 SS Ay 


<that We may make (it) clear to you. And We cause whom We 
will to remain in the wombs for an appointed term ,> 


meaning that sometimes the fetus remains in the womb and is 
not miscarried. 
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some formed and some unformed,» Mujahid said, “This means the 
miscarried fetus, formed or unformed. When forty days have 
passed of it being a lump of flesh, then Allah sends an angel to 
it who breathes the soul into it and forms it as Allah wills, 
handsome or ugly, male or female. He then writes its provision, 
its allotted length of life and whether it is to be one of the 
blessed or the wretched.” 

. It was recorded in the Two Sahihs that Ibn Mas‘tGd said, 
“The Messenger of Allah #%, who is the true and truly inspired 
one, told us: 


$3. AR ous ob 1 Sid on Les das a 

(aad BES dae Sf tats ely aes 
‘Every one of you is collected in the womb of his mother for the 
first forty days, and then he becomes a clot for another forty 
days, and then a lump of flesh for another forty days. Then 
Allah sends an angel to write four words: He writes his 


provision, his deeds, his life span, and whether he will be 
blessed or wretched. Then he blows the soul into him .v""! 


Man’s Development from Infancy to Old Age 
His saying; 
Soy 5 cA tt 
ub Se ed 


<then We bring you out as infants,> 


means, weak in his body, hearing, sight, senses, stamina and 
mind. Then Allah gives him strength, gradually and causes his 
parents to treat him with tender kindness night and day. Allah 
says: 
eid aks 2p 
then (give you growth) that you may reach your age of full 
strength.> 


0) Fath AL-Bari 6:418, Muslim 4 :2036. 
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meaning, his strength increases until he reaches the vitality 
and handsomeness of youth. 
458 F eeu> 
¢And among you there is he who dies,> 
means, when he is young and strong. 
45 AD A KSd 

¢and among you there is he who is brought back to the 

miserable old age,> 
meaning advanced old age with its weakness in mind and 
body, in steady decline in comprehension, and disability to 
grasp. As Allah says: 

¢so that he knows nothing after having known. 


° 44 ses 


es Pe IE BG Gwe GBs i KE oll ay 

45 2a As Wc a as 
<Allah is He Who created you in (a state of) weakness, then 
gave you strength after weakness, then after strength gave (you) 


weakness and grey hair. He creates what He wills. And it is He 
Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful .> [30:54] 


Another Parable of the Resurrection from Plants 
LG NI Sd 
¢And you see the earth Hamidatan,> 


This is another sign of the power of Allah to bring the dead 
back to life, just as He brings the dead, barren earth back to 
life, the lifeless earth in which nothing grows. Qatadah said, 
“(This means) the eroded, dusty earth.” As-Suddi said, “Dead.” 
€g243 ra) Su EY oy Sel TI Gk a 85> 
¢but when We send down water on it, it is stirred (to life), and 
it swells and puts forth every lovely kind (of growth).> 


When Allah sends the rain upon it, it is stirred to life, that is, 
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vegetation begins to grow and it comes alive after it was dead. 
Then it rises after the soil had settled, then it puts forth its 
different kinds of fruit and crops with all their varied colours, 
tastes, fragrances, shapes and benefits. Allah says: 

and puts forth every lovely kind (of growth).> 


meaning, beautiful in appearance and with delightful 
fragrances. 


ti BI xp 
<That is because Allah: He is the Truth,> 


means, the Creator, the Controller, the One Who does as He 
wills. 


tis AD 
and it is He Who gives life to the dead,> 


means, just as He gives life to the dead earth and brings forth 
from it all these kinds of vegetation. 


425 FF EA SH XI wh wall Up 


<Verily, He Who gives it life, surely is able to give life to the 
dead. Indeed He is able to do all things.> [41:39] 


CASES SH Sy SCS aol Ty Sh CD 
€Verily, His command, when He intends a thing, is only that 
He says to it, “Be!” - and it is!» (36:82). 
400 5 Ew tect > 

¢And surely, the Hour is coming, there is no doubt about it ;> 

meaning, it will inevitably come to pass. 
dail g of Lae ail b> 

qand certainly, Allah will resurrect those who are in the 

graves.> 
means, He will bring them back to life after they have become 


dust; He will create them anew after they have become 
nothing. 
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iClear: Aare ye oe nines ss Us a parable, and forgets 
his own creation. He 
says: “Who will give life 
to these bones after they 
are rotten and have be- 
Bos has ob come dust?" Say: “He 
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with.» [36:78-80]. 


And there are many similar Aydt. 
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48. And among men is he who disputes about Allah, without 
knowledge or guidance, or a Book giving light (from Allah).> 


<9. Bending his neck in pride, and leading (others) too (far) 
astray from the path of Allah. For him there is disgrace in this 
worldly life, and on the Day of Resurrection We shall make him 
taste the torment of burning .> 


€10. That is because of what your hands have sent forth, and 
verily, Allah is not unjust to servants. 
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Clarifying the State of the Leaders of the Innovators and 
Those Who lead People astray 


Allah has already told us about the ignorant imitators who are 
led astray: 


Qa yt Jee 85 pe of dad of At 55 
¢And among mankind is he who disputes about Allah, without 
knowledge, and follows every rebellious Shaytan .> 


And here He tells us about those who call others to 
misguidance, the leaders of disbelief and innovation: 


¢And among men is he who disputes about Allah, without 
knowledge or guidance, or a Book giving light (from Allah).> 
meaning, with no correct rational thought, and no clear 
transmitted text; what they say is based only on their opinions 
and whims. 
Allah’s saying, 
<eaikte GE> 


oor 7 


<Bending his neck in pride,» Ibn ‘Abbas and others said, “Too 
proud to follow the truth when he is called to it.”"! 

Mujahid, Qatadah and Malik said, narrating from Zayd bin 
Aslam: 


qeaahe GED 


one 


<Bending his neck in pride,> means, twisting his neck, i.e., 
turning away from the truth to which he is called, bending his 
neck out of pride and arrogance. This is like the Aydt 


4%, SS God tls Ss Jy ME SF 5d 
¢And in Misa, when We sent him to Fir'awn with a manifest 


authority. But (Fir‘awn) turned away along with his hosts> 

[51:38-39], 

Set Ssh SEN 2G ILO Sys II J 
<A 42 


( At-Tabari 18 :573. 
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4And when it is said to them: ‘Come to what Allah has sent 
down and to the Messenger," you see the hypocrites turn away 
from you with aversion .> [4:61], 


ps Ae ph, Aad OD Si J25 SS AS Ges A ds ys> 
<And when it is said to them: ‘Come, so that the Messenger of 
Allah may ask forgiveness from Allah for you," they twist their 
heads, and you would see them turning away their faces in 
pride.> (63:5), 
And Luqman said to his son: 
<And turn not your face away from men with pride> [31:18] 


meaning, do not turn away from them in an arrogant manner. 
And Allah says: 
thee? SC oe yp 
¢And when Our verses are recited to him, he turns away in 
pride> (31:7). 


and leading (others) too (far) astray from the path of Allah.> 


This either refers to those who are stubborn, or it means that 
the person who does this has been created like this so that he 
will be one of those who lead others astray from the path of 
Allah. Then Allah says: 


diss Gal g Ad 
<For him there is disgrace in this worldly life,> 
meaning, humiliation and shame, such as when he is too 
arrogant to heed the signs of Allah, so Allah will send 
humiliation upon him in this world and will punish him in 


this world, before he reaches the Hereafter, because this world 
is all he cares about and all he knows. 


fe wee oe IR be 


qie 5 GS gl ove cal 6p hsp 


¢and on the Day of Resurrection We shall make him taste the 
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torment of burning. That is because of what your hands have 
sent forth,> 

means, this will be said to him by way of rebuke. 


tdi AUS 5 SOD 


rope 


¢and verily, Allah is not unjust to the servants.> 
This is like the Ayah: 
BS Bail le So ab 58 hs 2 Wheel Je Sy Sat UE 
qo AS CS Beall ysl UF iy 
<(It will be said:) ‘Seize him and drag him into the midst of 
blazing Fire, Then pour over his head the torment of boiling 
water. Taste you (this)! Verily, you were (pretending to be) the 


mighty, the generous! Verily, this is that whereof you used to 
doubt!"’> [44:47-50] 


we nae Soe anf oe 340 \e tw 2-4 oe wer 46 Se per gee, 
Se lal ass abel Gy fy SUI Ze ALI ob Ge de al a & onbll 55> 
se Ge thee Lk Be Beste oy oe By atte eben oo ze 
YO al oo ot ied OCT OT Ge as NG Gal FS ages 
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coh eI ete fore ge 
tap aes Cif) Spat 
€11. And among mankind is he who worships Allah as it were 
upon the edge: if good befalls him, he is content therewith; but 
if a Fitnah strikes him, he turns back on his face. He loses both 

this world and the Hereafter. That is the evident loss.» 


€12. He calls besides Allah unto that which can neither harm 
him nor profit him. That is a straying far away.> 


€13. He calls unto him whose harm is nearer than his profit; 
certainly an evil Mawla and certainly an evil ‘Ashir!> 


The meaning of worshipping Allah as it were upon the 
edge 
Mujahid, Qatadah and others said: 


beer ve 


<> ed 
¢upon the edge» means, in doubt.''! Others said that it meant 


(1 At-Tabari 18:576. 
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on the edge, such as on the edge or side of a mountain, i.e., 
(this person) enters Islam on the edge, and if he finds what he 
likes he will continue, otherwise he will leave. Al-Bukhari 
recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said: 


que al OES LO E> 


€And among mankind is he who worships Allah as it were 
upon the edge.> 


“People would come to Al-Madinah [to declare their Islam] and 
if their wives gave birth to sons and their mares gave birth to 
foals, they would say, This is a good religion,’ but if their 
wives and their mares did not give birth, they would say, This 
is a bad religion.”"! 

Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “One of them would 
come to Al-Madinah, which was a land that was infected with 
a contagious disease. If he remained healthy there, and his 
mare foaled and his wife gave birth to a boy, he would be 
content, and would say, TI have not experienced anything but 
good since I started to follow this religion.” 

42:5 11 sy 

¢but if a Fitnah strikes him, Fitnah here means affliction, i-e., if 
the disease of Al-Madinah befalls him, and his wife gives birth 
to a babe girl and charity is delayed in coming to him, the 
Shaytdn comes to him and says: ‘By Allah, since you started to 
follow this religion of yours, you have experienced nothing but 
bad things,’ and this is the Fitnah.”?] This was also mentioned 
by Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Ibn Jurayj and others among the 
Salaf when explaining this Ayah.'*] Mujahid said, concerning 
the Ayah: 


dongs & Cal 
¢he turns back on his face.» “(This means), he becomes an 
apostate and a disbeliever.”\*! 


() Fath Al-Bari 8 :296. 
[21 at-Tabari 18:575. 
(31 at-Tabari 18:576. 
41 At-Tabari 18:576. 
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Geer Soba 


isi CH Az 
¢He loses both this world and the Hereafter.> 
means, he does not gain anything in this world. As for the 
Hereafter, he has disbelieved in Allah the Almighty, so he will 
be utterly doomed and h-imiliated. So Allah says: 
dedi SS 
€That is the evident loss.>, i.e., the greatest loss and the losing 
deal. 
KEYG EE IC AS BD 
¢He calls besides Allah unto that which can neither harm him 
nor profit him.> 


means, the idols, rivals, and false gods which he calls upon for 
help, support and provision - they can neither benefit him nor 
harm him. 


incl JAG Sa <i> 
<That is a straying far away.> 
eked oo Cal ds I i2x> 
He calls unto him whose harm is nearer than his profit ;> 


means, he is more likely to harm him than benefit him in this 
world, and in the Hereafter he will most certainly cause him 
harm. 


forse ee 


tas iS St Ap 
certainly an evil Mawla and certainly an evil ‘Ashir!> 


Mujahid said, “This means the idols.”"! The meaning is: “How 
evil a friend is this one upon whom he calls instead of Allah 
as a helper and supporter.” 


4st Fi5> 
€and certainly an evil ‘Ashir!> means the one with whom one 
mixes and spends one’s time. 


() At-Tabari 18:579. 
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dHiy ¢ 
414. Truly, Allah will admit those who believe and do 


righteous good deeds to Gardens underneath which rivers flow. 
Verily, Allah does what He wills.» 


The Reward of the Righteous 


The mention of the misguided who are doomed is followed by 
mention of the righteous who are blessed. They are those who 
believe firmly in their hearts and confirm their faith by their 
actions, doing all kinds of righteous deeds and avoiding evil 
actions. Because of this, they will inherit dwellings in the lofty 
ranks of the gardens of Paradise. So Allah tells us that He 
sends those astray and guides these, and says: 


S 2 ye Boer 


day b he al i> 
«Verily, Allah does what He wills .> 


"134 74 ren ve ober 6 Stee vehbe | te pone FF BRS 4 
aid BS Os Sa SE CON g of en J ok oe 
a”7 


: a ott of vor ae ort 4 4e } e 2 pre oe 3°, ope ow 
& ose BD oY pil ol aie; ate US Gok je es 


€15. Whoever thinks that Allah will not help him in this world 
and in the Hereafter, let him stretch out a rope to the ceiling 
and let him strangle himself. Then let him see whether his plan 
will remove that whereat he rages!> 


416. Thus have We sent it down as clear Ayat, and surely, 
Allah guides whom He wills.> 


Allah will definitely help His Messenger + 


Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Whoever thinks that Allah will not help 
Muhammad # in this world and the Hereafter, let him stretch 
out a rope 


4K Gy 
<to the ceiling> to the ceiling in his house, 
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(bis > 

¢and let him strangle himself.» let him hang himself with it.”!!! 
This was also the view of Mujahid, Tkrimah, ‘Ata’, Abu Al- 
Jawza’, Qatadah and others.'?! The meaning is: whoever thinks 
that Allah will not support Muhammad 2% and His Book and 
His Religion, let him go and kill himself if it annoys him so 
much. For Allah will most certainly help and support him. 
Allah says: 


(ae. reste Be vere Pht cooky 4" Ree oe “4 13 
G0 AGENT oe a5 Cal got 3 en IG CS 72 E> 
€Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and 


those who believe in this world’s life and on the Day when the 
witnesses will stand forth.» (40:51). 


Allah says here: 
€ihe OAS Goh JE Hp 
<Then let him see whether his plan will remove that whereat he 
rages!> 
As-Suddi said, “Meaning, in the case of Muhammad 3°! 


‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani said, “Let him see whether that will cure 
the rage he feels in his heart.” 


Cf Hie; 
<€Thus have We sent it down> the Qur’an. 


et fers oye 
qe8 he > 
Ss pe 


das clear Ayat,> clear in its wording and its meaning, evidence 
from Allah to mankind. 
432% cae al TD 
¢and surely, Allah guides whom He wills .> 


He sends astray whomsoever He wills and He guides 
whomsoever He wills, and He has complete wisdom and 
definitive proof in doing so. 


0) At-Tabari 18:581. 
(2) At-Tabari 18 580-583. 
(3) Ar-Razi 13:15. 
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EES 585 Sah SEA Vy 
¢He cannot be questioned about what He does, while they will 
be questioned.» [21:23]. 


Because of His wisdom, mercy, justice, knowledge, dominion 
and might, no one can overturn His ruling, and He is swift in 
bringing to account. 


Bi Ss Teal HG BA BSG Sth 6 oll ie 3d 4 

dha sit FF BI Ye oe ee Le 
17. Verily, those who believe, and those who are Jews, and the 
Sabians, and the Christians, and the Majiis, and those who 
worship others besides Allah; truly, Allah will judge between 
them on the Day of Resurrection. Verily, Allah is over all 
things a Witness .> 


Allah will judge between the Sects on the Day of 
Resurrection 


Allah tells us about the followers of these various religions, the 
believers (Muslims) and others such as the Jews and Sabians. 
We have already seen a definition of them in Surat Al- 
Bagarah''| and have noted how people differ over who they 
are. There are also the Christians, Majis and others who 
worship others alongside Allah. Allah will 


<judge between them on the Day of Resurrection> 


with justice; He will admit those who believed in Him to 
Paradise and will send those who disbelieved in Him to Hell, 
for He is a Witness over their deeds, and He knows all that 
they say and all that they do in secret, and conceal in their 
breast. 

SAG teh i AG GT go ot ge WG ST NS lp 
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(Sarat Al-Bagarah 2:62. 
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€18. See you not that whoever is in the heavens and whoever is 
on the earth, and the sun, and the moon, and the stars, and 
the mountains, and the trees, and Ad-Dawabb, and many of 
mankind prostrate themselves to Allah. But there are many 
(men) on whom the punishment is justified. And whomsoever 
Allah disgraces, none can honor him. Verily, Allah does what 
He wills.> 


Everything prostrates to Allah 


Allah tells us that He alone, with no partner or associate, is 
deserving of worship. Everything prostrates to His might, 
willingly or unwillingly, and everything prostrates in a manner 
that befits its nature, as Allah says: ; 


¢ & Fs A G5 | ane ea | SAIC 111 Cn rf Ce GN (PT 
SO MOG aol os Ab i fy A Su dh te sil> 


¢Have they not observed things that Allah has created: (how) 
their shadows incline to the right and to the left, making 
prostration unto Allah, and they are lowly?> [16:48]. 


And Allah says here: 
4AM bo ESI Gg AO TG aD 
«See you not that whoever is in the heavens and whoever is on 
the earth prostrate themselves to Him> 


means, the angels in the regions of the heavens, and all the 
living creatures, men, Jinn, animals and birds. 


40% GIS Sad 
qand there is not a thing but glorifies His praise> (17:44). 
8 & P 
¢and the sun, and the moon, and the stars,> 


These are mentioned by name, because they are worshipped 
instead of Allah, so Allah explains that they too prostrate to 
their Creator and that they are subjected to Him. 


CEU ool BAG ab SG ct as 


<Prostrate yourselves not to the sun nor to the moon, but 
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prostrate yourselves to Allah Who created them) [41:37]. 


In the Two Sahihs it was recorded that Abu Dharr said, “The 
Messenger of Allah #% said to me, 


erty 1 oda Li sf soish 
«Do you know where this sun goes?» 
I said, ‘Allah and His Messenger know best.’ He said, 


be aroha due Of eS yes al Gs a LA pe 


ot a 


«It goes (sets) and prostrates beneath the Throne, then it awaits 
the command. Soon it will be told, ‘Go back the way whence 
you came "174" 


Ibn ‘Abbas said, “A man came and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, 
1 saw myself in a dream last night, as if I was praying behind 
a tree. I prostrated, and the tree prostrated when | did, and | 
heard it saying, “O Allah, write down a reward for me for that, 
and remove a sin from me for that, store it with You for me 
and accept it from me as You accepted from Your servant 
Dawud.’” Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The Messenger of Allah 3% recited 
an Ayah mentioning a prostration, then he prostrated, and | 
heard him saying the same words that the man had told him 
the tree said.” This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, 
and Ibn Hibban in his Sahih.'?! 


421; 
¢Ad-Dawabb> means all the animals. It was reported in a 
Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad that the Messenger of Allah 
#3 forbade using the backs of animals as platforms for 
speaking, for, perhaps the one who was being ridden was 
better and remembered Allah more than the one who was 
riding.*! 
din ee5d 

¢and many of mankind) means, they prostrate willingly, 


0) Fath ALBari 6:342, Muslim 1:138. 
[2] Tunfat Al-Ahwadhi 3:181, Ibn Majah 1 :334, Ibn Hibban 4:191. 
Is} Ahmad 3 :441. 
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submitting themselves to Allah of their own free will. 
quali ck SHG 
€But there are many (men) on whom the punishment is 
justified .> 


means, those who refuse prostration, are stubborn and 
arrogant. 


45 U ek Sh SF on BU Sl og oss 
¢And whomsoever Allah disgraces, none can honor him. 
Verily, Allah does what He wills.> 
It was recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, “The Messenger of 
Allah 3% said: 
ast ta sol 5 eb se Sutin Seer dane gst on is Gp 
JO 6 x6 a kty Syl Bei ab aad sft 


‘When the son of Adam recites the Aydt containing the 
prostration, the Shaytan withdraws weeping and says, "Ah! 
Woe (to me)! the son of Adam was commanded to prostrate and 
he prostrated, so Paradise is his; I was commanded to prostrate 
and I refused, so I am doomed to Hell.""» This was recorded 
by Muslim.!! 

In his book Al-Mardsil, Abu Dawud recorded that Khalid bin 

Ma‘dan, may Allah have mercy upon him, reported that Allah’s 

Messenger 3 said, 


tod a otal gio sé pol ig SLB 


«Strat Al-Hajj has been favored over the rest of the Qur'in 
with two prostrations."'»'?! 


Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Ismaili recorded from Abu Al-Jahm that 
‘Umar did the two prostrations of [Surat] Al-Hajj when he was 
in Al-Jabiyah, and he said, “This Surah has been favored with 
two prostrations.”!*! 


01 Muslim 1:87. 


[2] Al-Marésil, 78. Ahmad 17413. There are a number of narrations 
similar to this, the wording here represents the most authentic of 
them. 


31 Al-Bayhaqi 2:317. 
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inaeisl Siyliah slits & io, Nener 419. These two 
opponents dispute with 


J hk a anaemic each other about their 
ae Me Lee years ac ot tdi te ine Lord; then as for those 


see who disbelieved, gar- 
(mh Ai vos rep 47 4s ti< , 
Wolke 8 Ade cnes A652 ald! | ments of fire will be cut 


TRA a of ve (fat out for them, boiling 
Titel steal secnlela eel water will be poured 


AVM TIAD down over their heads.> 
PAP ettA: €20. With it will melt 
lGSS ieee NG ae (or vanish away) what is 
O%,5 siete, oasis seg within their bellies, as 
well as (their) skins .> 
€21. And for them are hooked rods of iron.> 


€22. Every time they seek to get away therefrom, from anguish, 
they will be driven back therein, and (it will be) said to them: 
“Taste the torment of burning!"’> 


The Reason for Revelation 
It was recorded in the Two Sahihs that Abu Dharr swore that 
this Ayah - 
<These two sparen . with each other about their 
Lord ;> 
was revealed concerning Hamzah and his two companions, 
and Utbah and his two companions, on the day of Badr when 
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they came forward to engage in single combat. This is the 
wording of Al-Bukhari in his Tafsir of this Ayah"! Then Al- 
Bukhari recorded that ‘Ali bin Abi Talib said, “I will be the first 
one to kneel down before the Most Merciful so that the dispute 
may be settled on the Day of Resurrection.” Qays (sub- 
narrator) said, “Concerning them the Ayah was revealed: 

Q asst goad yliap 


¢These two opponents dispute with each other about their 
Lord ;> 


He (Qays) said, “They are the ones who came forward (for 
single combat) on the day of Badr: ‘Ali, Hamzah and Ubaydah 
vs., Shaybah bin Rabi‘ah, Utbah bin Rabi‘ah and Al-Walid bin 
Utbah.” This was reported only by Al-Bukhari.!2! 

Ibn Abi Najih reported that Mujahid commented on this Ayah, 
“Such as the disbeliever and the believer disputing about the 
Resurrection.” According to one report Mujahid and ‘Ata’ 
commented on this Ayah, “This refers to the believers and the 
disbelievers.” 

The view of Mujahid and ‘Ata’ that this refers to the 
disbelievers and the believers, includes all opinions, the story 
of Badr as well as the others. For the believers want to 
support the religion of Allah, while the disbelievers want to 
extinguish the light of faith and to defeat the truth and cause 
falsehood to prevail. This was the view favored by Ibn Jarir, 
and it is good. 


The Punishment of the Disbelievers 
4% f 2G Bab ie eity 
<then as for those who disbelieved, garments of fire will be cut 


out for them,> 


meaning, pieces of fire will be prepared for them. Said bin 
Jubayr said: “Of copper, for it is the hottest of things when it 
is heated.”9! 


0 Fath Al-Bari 8:297, Muslim 4 :2323. 
(21 Fath ALBari 8 :297. 
IS! At-Tabari, 18:590. 
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42,05 iS epsk gly ie & Lf ese BS ot CY 


<boiling water will be ner down over their heads. With it 

will melt (or vanish away) what is within their bellies, as well 

as (their) skins .> 
meaning, when the boiling water -which is water that has 
been heated to the ultimate degree- is poured down over their 
heads. 


Ibn Jarir recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet 
said: 


Eb wise Sods f Gh Ss 2 le bd cht Sp 

CS US Sue Se 585 a a US ys a 
‘The boiling water will be poured over their heads and will 
penetrate their skulls until it reaches what is inside, and what 


is inside will melt until it reaches their feet. This is the melting, 
then he will be restored to the state he was before .2!") 


It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said it is Hasan 
Sahih." This was also recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim, who then 
recorded that ‘Abdullah bin As-Sariy said, “The angel will come 
to him, carrying the vessel with a pair of tongs because of its 
heat. When he brings it near to his face, he will shy away 
from it. He will raise a hammer that he is carrying and will 
strike his head with it, and his brains will spill out, then he 
will pour the brains back into his head. This is what Allah 
says in the Ayah: 


QE pe hd a Cy He 


With it will melt what is within their bellies, as well as (their) 
skins .»43) 


a’°43 


{War os fcama oh> 
¢And for them are hooked rods of iron.> 
") At-Tabari 18:591. 


21 Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7 :301. 
3) Ad-Durr Al-Manthdar 6:21. 
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Ibn ‘Abbas said, “They will be struck with them, and with each 
blow, a limb will be severed, and they will cry out for 
oblivion.”!"! 


da Wid 22 5 IE Stal Tle 
¢Every time they seek to get away therefrom, from anguish, 


they will be driven back therein,> 


Al-A‘mash reported from Abu Zibiyan that Salman said, “The 
fire of Hell is black and dark; its flames and coals do not glow 
or shine.” Then he recited: 


di bd 38 & GE We Sol Tied 


<Every time they seek to get away therefrom, from anguish, 
they will be driven back therein,> 


dA 518s Bhd 


<"Taste the torment of burning!"'> This is like the Ayah: 


¢and it will be said to them: ‘Taste you the torment of the Fire 
which you used to deny.'’> [32:20]. 


The meaning is that they will be humiliated by words and 
actions. 
EO op Gh oS sisi WS or alt kt aD 
AS AS Ge OO US oe al & Ga Si 
qd bie HS yl eC ai 


423. Truly, Allah will admit those who believe and do 
righteous good deeds, to Gardens underneath which rivers flow 
(in Paradise), wherein they will be adorned with bracelets of 
gold and pearls and their garments therein will be of silk.» 


<24. And they are guided unto goodly speech and they are 
guided to the path of Him, Who is Worthy of all praises.» 


0) At-Tabari 18 :593. 
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The Reward of the Believers 


When Allah tells us about the state of the people of Hell - 
seek refuge with Allah from that state of punishment, 
vengeance, burning and chains - and the garments of fire that 
have been prepared for them, He then tells us about the state 
of the people of Paradise - we ask Allah by His grace and 
kindness to admit us therein. He tells us: 


CONE oo GF 8h cai LS Sal St Gp 
4Truly, Allah will admit those who believe and do righteous 
good deeds, to Gardens underneath which rivers flow,> 


means, these rivers flow throughout its regions, beneath its 
trees and palaces, and its inhabitants direct them to go 
wherever they want. 


443 Sice> 
¢wherein they will be adorned> — with jewelry - 
35 55 ot YET 5p 
qwith bracelets of gold and pearisp means, on their arms, as the 
Prophet #2 said in the aerced: aie Hadith: 


by o5ht US Sts ehh be Eladt ate 


‘The jewelry of the believer [in Paradise] will reach as far as his 
Wudit' reached 2!" 


Cy Gs yp 
¢and their garments therein will be of silk.> 
in contrast to the garments of fire worn by the inhabitants of 
Hell, the people of Paradise will have garments of silk, Sundus 
and Istabraq?! fine green silk and gold embroidery, as Allah 
says: 
8) COAL GS a obi ab gel Oh) Gey Sk ke ob ep 
CSE Seo 3G ae Se 
<Their garments will be of green Sundus, and Istabrag. They 


(1 Fath AlLBari 10:398, Muslim 1:219. 
[21 See the Tafsir of Surat Al-Kahf 19:31, and Surat Al-Insan 76 :21-22. 
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will be adorned with bracelets of silver, and their Lord will give 

them a pure drink. (And it will be said to them): ‘Verily, this 

is a reward for you, and your endeavor has been accepted."> 

(76:2 1-22]. 

In the Sahih, it says: 

get Sa gal ye Ob ng cous gh ik 
real 

«Do not wear fine silk or gold embroidery in this world, for 

whoever wears them in this world, will not wear them in the 

Hereafter .v!) 

‘Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr said, “Those who do not wear silk in 
the Hereafter are those who will not enter Paradise. Allah says: 
455 G5 HAND 
and their garments therein will be of silkp”'?! 
el Se al Sy GAAS 
¢And they are guided unto goodly speech.> 

This is like the Aydt. 
¢And those who believed and did righteous deeds, will be made 
to enter Gardens under which rivers flow - to dwell therein 


forever, with the permission of their Lord. Their greeting 
therein will be: “Salam (peace!)''> [14:23] 


C2 GE GS FG SG a F of pp OA Ka 
¢And angels shall enter unto them from every gate (saying): 


“Salamun ‘Alaykum (peace be upon you!)"’, for you persevered 

in patience! Excellent indeed is the final home!''> [13:23-24], 
CMU UL Yi GGG Sa > 

¢No evil vain talk will they hear therein, nor any sinful speech. 


1] Muslim 3:1642 and 1638. 
[2] An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubra 5:465. 
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But only the saying of, ‘Peace! Peace! (Saldman! Salaman!)."'> 
[56:25-26] 

They will be guided to a place in which they will hear good 

speech. 

40s LB Gs <i> 
<Therein they shall be met with greetings and the word of peace 
and respect.» [25:75], 


unlike the scorn which will be heaped upon the people of Hell 
by way of rebuke, when they are told: 


dp FN ide (A> 
<'Taste the torment of burning!""> 
ad die J ay 


aoe 


gand they are guided to the path of Him Who is Worthy of all 
praises .> 


to a place in which they will give praise to their Lord for all 
His kindness, blessings and favors towards them, as it says in 
the Sahih Hadith: 
SB ona us Letty att Otel Le 

‘They will be inspired with words of glorification and praise, 

just as they are inspired with breath») 
Some scholars of Tafsir said that the Ayah, 

Coll Se ait Sy LA5> 
€And they are guided unto goodly speech} 


refers to the Qur’an; and it was said that it means Lad ildha 
ilallah or words of remembrance prescribed in Islam. And the 
Ayah: 


c ewe dine J} Feey) 


wee 


¢and they are guided to the path of Him Who is Worthy of all 
praises .> 


means, the straight path in this world. These interpretations 
do not contradict that mentioned above. And Allah knows best. 


I") Muslim 4:2180, 2181. 
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te 


Te AG ASI cal WT ancl Sh yt 2 1 I at yp 

Cid lle be BE Ub ah 43 5 5D 03 Osc 
€25. Verily, those who disbelieved and hinder (men) from the 
path of Allah, and from Al-Masjid Al-Haram which We have 
made (open) to (all) men, the dweller in it and the visitor from 
the country are equal there, and whoever inclines to evil actions 
therein or to do wrong, him We shall cause to taste from a 
painful torment.» 


A Warning to Those Who hinder Others from the Path of 
Allah and from Al-Masjid Al-Haradm and Who seek to do 
Evil Actions therein 
Allah rebukes the disbelievers for preventing the believers from 
coming to Al-Masjid Al-Hardm and performing their rites and 
rituals there, claiming that they were its guardians, 
5251 Wy BOT oy velasl Gee 5p 

¢and they are not its guardians. None can be its guardians 

except those who have Taqwa} [8:34}. 
In this Ayah there is proof that it was revealed in Al-Madinah, 
as Allah says in Surat Al-Baqarah: 

4581 Soe BT Ly ah 5 ANT agai 


¢They ask you concerning fighting in the Sacred Months. Say, 
“Fighting therein is a great (transgression) but a greater 
(transgression) with Allah is to prevent mankind from following 
the way of Allah, to disbelieve in Him, to prevent access to Al- 
Masjid Al-Hardm, and to drive out its inhabitants} [2:217] 


And Allah says here: 
CASI sgl Be ULES UE ct Ob 
<Verily, those who disbelieved and hinder (men) from the path 
of Allah, and from Al-Masjid Al-Haram> 
meaning, not only are they disbelievers, but they also hinder 


people from the path of Allah and from Al-Masjid Al-Haram. 
They prevent the believers who want to go there from reaching 
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it, although the believers have more right than anyone else to 
go there. The structure of this phrase is like that to be found 
in the Ayah: 
Qe BI LO des, SB Sy 2a bes tke op 
4Those who believed, and whose hearts find rest in the 


remembrance of Allah, verily, in the remembrance of Allah do 
hearts find rest.» [13:28] 


Not only are they believers, but their hearts also find rest in 
the remembrance of Allah. 


The Issue of renting Houses in Makkah 
450; 43 ESI the AG SS ily 
éwhich We have made (open) to (all) men, the dweller in it and 


the visitor from the country are equal there> 


meaning that they prevent people from reaching Al-Masjid Al- 
Haram, which Allah has made equally accessible to all in 
Shari‘ah, with no differentiation between those who live there 
and those who live far away from it. 


605 43 Asai 
éthe dweller in it and the visitor from the country are equal 
there,> 
Part of this equality is that everyone has equal access to all 
parts of the city and can live there, as ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah 
reported from Ibn ‘Abbas concerning the Ayah: 
4505 43 USS de 
¢the dweller in it and the visitor from the country are equal 
there ,> 
He [Ibn ‘Abbas] said: “Both the people of Makkah and others 
can stay in Al-Masjid Al-Haram.”|"! 
4505 «3 GSS de 
éthe dweller in it and the visitor from the country are equal 
there ,> 


() At-Tabari 18 :596. 
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Mujahid said, “The people of Makkah and others are equally 
allowed to stay there.” This was also the view of Abu Salih, 
‘Abdur-Rahman bin Sabit and ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin 
Aslam. ‘Abdur-Razzaq narrated from Ma‘mar, from Qatadah 
who said: “Its own people and others are equal therein.” 

This is the issue about which Ash-Shafii and Ishaq bin 
Rahwayh differed in the Masjid of Al-Khayf, when Ahmad bin 
Hanbal was also present. Ash-Shafit was of the opinion that 
the various parts of Makkah can be owned, inherited and 
rented, and he used as evidence the Hadith of Usamah bin 
Zayd who said, “I said, O Messenger of Allah, will you go and 
stay tomorrow in your house in Makkah?” He said, 


Sel, Le jae OIF Jan 
“Has ‘Agil left us any property?» 
Then he said, 
et Lesh V5 Leth seh by Ye 
‘A disbeliever does not inherit from a Muslim and a Muslim 
does not inherit from a disbeliever.» 


This Hadith was recorded in the Two Sahihs|''! He also used 
as evidence the report that ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab bought a 
house in Makkah from Safwan bin Umayyah for four thousand 
Dinars, and made it into a prison. This was also the view of 
Tawis and ‘Amr bin Dinar. Ishaq bin Rahwayh was of the 
opinion that they (houses in Makkah) could not be inherited 
or rented. This was the view of a number of the Salaf, and 
Mujahid and ‘Ata’ said likewise. Ishaq bin Rahwayh used as 
evidence the report recorded by Ibn Majah from ‘Alqamah bin 
Nadlah who said, “The Messenger of Allah 3, Abu Bakr and 
‘Umar died, and nobody claimed any property in Makkah 
except the grazing animals. Whoever needed to live there 
would take up residence there, and whoever did not need to 
live there would let others take up residence there.”!?! 

‘Abdur-Razzaq recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr said, “It is not 
allowed to sell or rent the houses of Makkah.” He also said, 
narrating from Ibn Jurayj: “ Ata’ would not allow people to 


"1 Al-Bukhari no. 6764, Muslim 1614. 
2] Ibn Majah 3107. 
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charge rent in the Haram, and he told me that ‘Umar bin Al- 
Khattab did not allow people to put gates on the houses of 
Makkah because the pilgrims used to stay in their courtyards. 
The first person to put a gate on his house was Suhayl bin 
‘Amr. ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab sent for him about that and he 
said, ‘Listen to me, O Commander of the faithful, I am a man 
who engages in trade and | want to protect my back.’ He said, 
Then you may do that.’” ‘Abdur-Razzaq recorded from 
Mujahid that ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab said, “O people of Makkah, 
do not put gates on your houses, and let the bedouins stay 
wherever they want.”!! He said: Ma‘mar told us, narrating 
from someone who heard ‘Ata’ say about the Ayah, 


450), 45 GOSH a2 


<the dweller in it and the visitor from the country are equal 
there,> 


“They may stay wherever they want.” Ad-Daraqutni recorded a 
saying reported from ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr: “Whoever charges 
rent for the houses of Makkah, consumes fire.”!?! 

Imam Ahmad took a middle path, according to what his son 
Salih narrated from him, and he said, “They may be owned 
and inherited, but they should not be rented, so as to 
reconcile between all the proofs.” And Allah knows best. 


A Warning to Those Who want to commit Evil Actions in 
the Haram 


4 oe pe Ree : 
oe ue J “n 2 ok ee 
GS oie Se we ply IL 43 5 Hd 


¢and whoever inclines to evil actions therein or to do wrong, 
him We shall cause to taste from a painful torment.» 


€ i> 
<or to do wrong, means, he aims deliberately to do wrong, and 
it is not the matter of misunderstanding. As Ibn Jurayj said 
narrating from Ibn ‘Abbas, “This means someone whose actions 
are intentional.”"*! 


(Nl Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 4 :633. 
[21 Ad-Daraqutni 2 :300. 
IS! At-Tabari 18:601. 
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‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The evil 
action of Shirk.”"'! Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said: “The 
evil action is allowing in the Haram what Allah has forbidden, 
such as mistreating and killing, whereby you do wrong to 
those who have done you no wrong and you kill those who 
have not fought you. If a person does this, then he deserves to 
suffer a painful torment.”?! 


€ ly 


oe + 


qor to do wrong, Mujahid said, “To do some bad action therein. 
This is one of the unique features of Al-Haram, that the person 
who is about to do some evil action should be punished if this 
is his intention, even if he has not yet commenced the action.” 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded in his Tafsir that ‘Abdullah {i.e., Ibn 
Mas‘id) commented about the Ayah, 

€ Lb IL 45 14 Gp 


a ate 
¢and whoever inclines to evil actions therein or to do wrong ,> 


“If a man intends to do some evil action therein, Allah will 
make him taste a painful torment.”°! This was also recorded 
by Ahmad.!! | say, [its] chain is Sahih according to the 
conditions of Al-Bukhari, and it is more likely Mawqif than 
Marfi‘. And Allah knows best. Sa‘id bin Jubayr said, “Insulting 
a servant and anything more than that is (counted as) 
wrongdoing.” 
Habib bin Abi Thabit said: 
€ 1b ASL, 45 32 > 


3 he 
¢and whoever inclines to evil actions therein or to do wrong ,> 
“Hoarding (goods) in Makkah.” This was also the view of 

others. 
€ Ub ISI 43 3 
¢and whoever inclines to evil actions therein or to do wrong,> 


") At-Tabari 18 :600. 
2! At-Tabari 18:600. 
3! At-Tabari 18 :601. 
(41 Anmad 1:428. 
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Ibn ‘Abbas said, “This was revealed about ‘Abdullah bin 
Unays. The Messenger of Allah # sent him with two men, one 
of whom was a Muhdajir and the other from among the Ansar. 
They began to boast about their lineages and ‘Abdullah bin 
Unays got angry and killed the Ansari. Then he reverted from 
Islam (became an apostate) and fled to Makkah. Then these 
words were revealed concerning him: 


<i asi, ed Sp > 


¢and whoever inclines to evil actions therein or to do wrong,} 


meaning, whoever flees to Al-Haram to do evil actions, i.e., by 
leaving Islam.” These reports indicate some meanings of the 
phrase “evil actions”, but the meaning is more general than 
that and includes things which are more serious.''! Hence 
when the owners of the Elephant planned to destroy the 
House (the Ka‘bah), Allah sent against them birds in flocks, 


qr Peel Git AG ye ot ithe edd 


Striking them with stones of Sijjil.?! And He made them like 
(an empty field of) stalks (of which the corn has been eaten up 
by cattle).> [105:4-5]. 
means He destroyed them and made them a lesson and a 
warning for everyone who intends to commit evil actions there. 


Hence it was reported in a Hadith that the Messenger of Allah 
3% said: 


Oa ely palsy Cet a5 Sy li 1S UL OS Sete Sch ds yk 
(This House will be attacked by an army, then when they are 


in a wide open space, the first of them and the last of them will 
be swallowed up by the earth .0!° 


aati Gh sb ety Udy d ol o& al iy Sob 
pie j= ns) Vs, Ke gt Si 3 a ne ye 2M. rae 
got BK x 
I'l The report is recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Its chain has some 
deficiency in it. 


[2] See volume five, the explanation of Sarah Hid (11:82). 
(3! Fath Al-Bari 4 :397. 
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€26. And (remember) when We showed Ibrahim the site of the 
House (saying): ‘Associate not anything with Me, and sanctify 
My House for those who circumambulate it, and those who 
stand up (for prayer), and those who bow and make prostration 
(in prayer) ;""> 

€27. And proclaim to mankind the Hajj (pilgrimage). They will 
come to you on foot and on every lean camel, they will come 
from every Fajj ‘Amigq.> 


Building of the Ka‘bah and the Proclamation of the Hajj 
This is a rebuke to those among Quraysh who worshipped 
others than Allah and joined partners with Him in the place 
which from the outset had been established on the basis of 
Tawhid and the worship of Allah Alone, with no partner or 
associate. Allah tells us that He showed Ibrahim the site of the 
‘Atiq House, i.e., He guided him to it, entrusted it to him and 
granted him permission to build it. Many scholars take this as 
evidence to support their view that Ibrahim was the first one 
to build the House and that it was not built before his time. It 
was recorded in the Two Sahihs that Abu Dharr said, “I said, 
‘O Messenger of Allah, which Masjid was the first to be built?’ 
He said, 
celal desde 
tAl-Masjid Al-Haram.» 1 said, Then which?’ He said, 
q aid ert) 
‘Bayt Al-Magdis.. I said, ‘How long between them?’ He said, 
rte 5 Posip 
«Forty years.»""'! And Allah says: 
6G SS call oh Gos ot TT Gd 

<Verily, the first House (of worship) appointed for mankind was 

that at Bakkah (Makkah), full of blessing> [3:96] until the end 

of following two Aydt. 
Allah says: 


() Fath ALBari 6 :469, Muslim 1:370. 
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¢and We commanded Ibrahim and Isma‘il that they should 

purify My House for those who are circumambulating it, or 

staying (I'tikaf), or bowing or prostrating themselves.> [2:125] 
And Allah says here: 


¢Associate not anything with Me,> meaning, ‘Build it in My Name 
Alone.’ 


<i abd 
¢and sanctify My House> Qatadah and Mujahid said, “And purify 
it from Shirk,!! 


€for those who circumambulate it, and those who stand up, and 
those who bow, and make prostration (in prayer)> 


means, ‘and make it purely for those who worship Allah Alone, 
with no partner or associate.’ What is meant by “those who 
circumambulate it” is obvious, since this is an act of worship 
that is done only at the Ka‘bah and not at any other spot on 
earth. 
tnfb 
¢and those who stand up> means, in prayer. Allah says: 
taht pEabis> 
¢and those who bow, and make prostration .> 


Tawaf and prayer are mentioned together because they are not 
prescribed together anywhere except in relation to the House. 
Tawaf is done around the Ka‘bah and prayer is offered facing 
its direction in the majority of cases, with a few exceptions, 
such as when one is uncertain of the direction of the Qiblah, 
during battle and when praying optional prayers while 
traveling. And Allah knows best. 


<b Zt 4 ih5> 


0) At-Tabari 18 :604. 
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€And proclaim to mankind the Hajj» meaning, ‘announce the 
pilgrimage to mankind and call them to perform pilgrimage to 
this House which We have commanded you to build.’ It was 
said that Ibrahim said: “O Lord, how can I convey this to people 
when my voice will not reach them?” It was said: “Call them 
and We will convey it.” So Ibrahim stood up and said, “O 
‘mankind! Your Lord has established a House so come on 
pilgrimage to it.” It is said that the mountains lowered 
themselves so that his voice would reach all the regions of the 
earth, and those who were still in their mothers’ wombs and 
their fathers’ loins would hear the call. The response came from 
everyone in the cities, deserts and countryside, and those 
whom Allah has decreed will make the pilgrimage, until the Day 
of Resurrection: “At Your service, O Allah, at Your service.” This 
is a summary of the narrations from Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, 
‘Ikrimah, Said bin Jubayr''! and others among the Salaf. And 
Allah knows best. This was recorded by Ibn Jarir and by Ibn 
Abi Hatim at length. 


Cpe jko H Nic, Ay 
<They will come to you on foot and on every lean camel,> 


This Ayah was used as evidence by those scholars whose view 
is that Hajj performed on foot by those who are able, is better 
than Haj performed riding, because the phrase “on foot” is 
mentioned first, and because it is an indication of their 
keenness and resolve. Waki‘ narrated from Abu Al-‘Umays 
from Abu Halhalah from Muhammad bin Ka’‘b that Ibn ‘Abbas 
said, “I do not regret anything except for the fact that I wish I 
had performed Hajj on foot, because Allah says, 


4¥icg, Ath> 
€They will come to you on foot».”') 


But the majority are of the view that performing Hajj while 
riding is better, following the example of the Messenger of 
Allah 2%, because he performed Hajj riding, although his 
physical ability was sound. 


(1) At-Tabari 18:605, 606, 607. 
(21 Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 6:35. 
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tmp ae {ws de 


} \ \ ii iree 
Fwelany ine elon — id} sing dthey will come from 
Jocit Kail pa ob yA pM ED every Fajj> means every 


oety 


Shea tsalteic ass ol ci route, as Allah says: 
Sas “Cee 
OS kbs bcs tr Cans > 


a “izs- | ¢€and We ee therein 
pI wal fy Fijaj for them to pass> 


Bicol cooling ep gbsch (21:31). 
FIG HAL LNB J apecil ers 
34d © jot Fal PA <'Amig> means dis- 


:-.ac- -- ilitant. This was the 


oF oS is 
eX A A A pAiyeais alee | iow of Mujahid, ‘Ate’, 


Wau MAN ae Nix ot. secre 4 WAs-Suddi, Qatadah, 
ee ey oe Bageins oF Mugatil bin Hayan, 
ae parsaeni ecw e ve OS Fa al CI Ath-Thawri and 


oe . oa (1) i A i 
(ILIA 15 245,45 jothers. °°” This Ayah is 
dona cl le 9 live the Ayah in which 


wept oe 4,74 


pee SLED Ze ||Allah tells us how 
sou Ibrahim prayed for his 


(5 pcarb i “ee of o 
oe pi cipits peucony 5 MG ag ye i a Tish Sastp 


<So fill some hearts among men with love towards them> 
[14:37]. 
There is no one among the Muslims who does not long to see 


the Ka‘bah and perform Tawdf, people come to this spot from 
every corner of the world. 


dae YF ptby U acid 5 ot Wes 3 as LD 
ak And ea Lee faa Sit AES ae i ai 

420 Gul ict, oa 
428. That they may witness things that are of benefit to them, 


1) At-Tabari 18 :608. 
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and mention the Name of Allah on appointed days, over the 
beast of cattle that He has provided for them. Then eat thereof 
and feed therewith the poor having a hard time.> 


429. Then let them complete their prescribed duties and perform 
their vows, and circumambulate the ‘Atiq House.> 


Hajj Brings benefits in this World and in the Hereafter 


4p Gs WEDD 
€That they may witness things that are of benefit to them,> 


Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Benefits in this world and in the Hereafter.” 
Benefits of the Hereafter includes Allah’s pleasure. Material 
benefits in this world include sacrificial animals and trade.”"! 
This was also the view of Mujahid and others, that the 
benefits come in this world and in the Hereafter,!2) This is like 
the Ayah: 


Cees oh SUS 1s SI tic pele Sap 


<There is no sin on you if you seek the bounty of your Lord> 
[2:198]. 


we ote Ly 7 Pe S24 ete 74 0 cAI -, te wot? ow 
45 3g & bE ts ga Bt el 13-35 > 


€and mention the Name of Allah on appointed days, over the 
beast of cattle that He has provided for them (for sacrifice) .> 


Shu‘bah and Hushaym narrated from Abu Bishr from Sa‘id 
from Ibn ‘Abbas, “The appointed days are the ten days (of 
Dhul-Hijjah).) Al-Bukhari narrated this with a disconnected 
chain in a manner denoting his approval of it.'“! 

Something similar was narrated from Abu Musa Al-Ash‘ari, 
Mujahid, Qatadah, ‘Ata’, Said bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan, Ad- 
Dahhak, ‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani and Ibrahim An-Nakhai,!5! 
Al-Bukhari recorded from Ibn ‘Abbas that the Prophet 2% said: 


(1 At-Tabari 18:609. 

[1 At-Tabari 18 :609. 

8! Fath ALBari2:531, At-Tabari 4:208. 
4] Fath Al-Bari 2:531. 

IS) At-Tabari 18:610, Ar-Razi, 23:26. 
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odd 3 lee jes etl ob dealt ts 
iNo deeds are more virtuous than deeds done on these days.» 
They said, “Not even Jihad for the sake of Allah?” He said, 
techy Gor 5s lb tay ek, UL OS Js Vy ait Jae GB Sled Ve 
«Not even Jihad for the sake of Allah, unless a man goes out 


risking himself and his wealth eh the sake of Allah, and does 
not come back with anything .»! 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Umar said, “The Messenger of 
Allah 2% said: 


tyeS6 Bait GY ods te Sed Jest oh Cat yy ait te hel pf t te 
We SENG [LE Se Sed 


(There are no days that are greater before Allah or in which 
deeds are more beloved to Him than these ten days, so increase 
your Tahlil, Takbir, and Tahmid'! during these days.»'°! 


Al-Bukhari said, “Ibn ‘Umar and Abu Hurayrah used to go out 
in the marketplace during the ten days and say Takbir, and 
the people would say Takbir when they said Takbir.”\*! 

These ten days include the day of ‘Arafah. It was recorded in 
Sahih Muslim that Abu Qataédah said, “The Messenger of Allah 


#% was asked about fasting on the day of ‘Arafah, and he said, 
ay Kou Sa Ah of at le Ch 


“I hope by Allah that it will be an expiation for the previous 
year and the coming year.s!°) 


These ten days include the day of An-Nahr (Sacrifice), which is 
the greatest day of Hajj, and it was recorded in a Hadith that 
it is the most virtous day to Allah.!® 


0) Fath Al-Bari 2 :530. 

[2] They are, respectively: saying Lda ildha illallah; saying: Allahu 
Akbar; and saying Al-Hamdu Lilldh or their like. 

Ahmad 2:75. 

Al-Bukhari the Book of Al-‘Idayn the chapter of the Virtue of (good) 
Deeds during the Days of Tashriq. 

IS! Muslim 2:819. 

18) Ahmad 4:350. 


(3 
[4] 
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doer 


45551 og oe edn U ded 
over the beast of cattle that He has provided for them.> 


means, camels, cattle and sheep, as Allah explained in Strat 
Al-An‘am: 


a55) Lap 
eight pairs> [6:143] 
rank eat thereof and feed therewith the poor having a hard 
time. 


It was recorded that when the Messenger of Allah # offered 
his sacrifice, he commanded that part of each animal should 
be taken and cooked, and he ate some of the meat and drank 
some of the broth.!"! 


44% Lies > 
€Then eat thereof> Hushaym narrated from Husayn, from 
Mujahid, “This is like the Aydt: 
daucct AL asp 
<But when you finish the Ihram, you may hunt [5:2] 


eae 


toni 9g Yb flat Cs tS 
€Then when the (Jumu'ah) Salah (prayer) is ended, you may 
disperse through the land» [62:10]?! 
This was the view favored by Ibn Jarir in his Tafsir. 
deal EN 
¢the poor having a hard time.> ‘Ikrimah said, “This means the 
one who is in desperate need whose poverty is apparent, and 


the poor person who is too proud to ask others for help.”°! 
Mujahid said, “The one who does not stretch forth his hand 


ny Ahmad 1:314. 
21 At-Tabari 18:611. 
3] At-Tabari 18:612. 


Stirah 22. Al-Hajj (28-29) (Part-17, 561 
(to ask for help).”!!! 
4p hd 
Then let them complete their prescribed duties> 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “This means 
ending Jhradm by shaving one’s head, putting on one’s ordinary 
clothes, trimming one’s nails and so on.”?! This was also 


reported from him by ‘Ata’ and Mujahid.'*! This was also the 
view of Ikrimah and Muhammad bin Kab Al-Qurazi.'*! 


42k IAL I> 
¢and perform their vows,> ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn 


‘Abbas said, this means any vows made about sacrificing a 
camel.!5! 


dgncil call, i> 


dand circumambulate the ‘Atiqg House.» Mujahid said, “This means 
the Tawdf which is obligatory on the day of Sacrifice.” Ibn 
Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hamzah said, “Ibn ‘Abbas said to 
me: ‘Have you read in Strat Al-Hajj where Allah says: 
<oncsl cick, ft > 

¢and circumambulate the ‘Atiqg House.» The end of rituals is the 
Tawaf around the ‘Atiqg House.”!”| I say, this is what the 
Messenger of Allah 3% did. When he came back from Mina on 
the day of Sacrifice, he began with stoning the Jamrah, 
stoning it with seven pebbles, then he offered his sacrifice and 
shaved his head, then he departed and circumambulated the 
House.” In the Two Sahihs it was recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas 


said, “The people were commanded to end their visit to the 
Ka‘bah by circumambulating the House, but menstruating 


(1 At-Tabari 18:612. 

2) At-Tabari 18:613. 

3] At-Tabari 18:610. 

4] At-Tabari 18:610. 

[5] at-Tabari 18:614. 

(61 Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 4 :643. 
'7] Ibn Abi Hatim 8 :2490. 
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women are exempt from this.!"! 
€oncal Cici> 


<the ‘Atiq House> the area from behind ALHijr, |) because this 
was originally part of the Ka‘bah built by Ibrahim, but the 
Quraysh exculded it from the House (when they had to rebuild 
it) because they were short of funds. The Messenger of Allah 3% 
included it in his Tawdaf and said that it is part of the House. 
He did not acknowledge the two Shami corners, because they 
were not built precisely upon the original foundations of 
Ibrahim. Qatadah narrated that Al-Hasan Al-Basri commented 
on the Ayah, 
dsncdi cy HE > 

€and_ circumambulate the ‘Atig House.» “Because it is the first 
House established for mankind.”*! This was also the view of 
‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam.'*! It was recorded that 
Tkrimah said, “It was called Al-Bayt Al-‘Atig because it survived 
(U‘tiqa) from the flood at the time of Nuh.” Khusayf said, “It was 
called Al-Bayt Al-‘Atiq because it was never conquered by any 
tyrant.”!5) 

i) AOR te LA 5 Jee AE 5 if oS EE oS 

aie Soy Gh a oN & cal et Feet fic 

GP 4 se SADT Gass Car So OS ah AES Ge 8 

duet y& 3 


€30. That and whoever honors the sacred things of Allah, then 
that is better for him with his Lord. The cattle are lawful to 
you, except those (that will be) mentioned to you. So shun the 


") Fath Al-Bari 3 :684 Muslim 2:963. 

2] The area near the Ka‘bah that is enclosed by a low semi-circular 
wall. 

3! al-Qurtubi 12:52. 

(41 At-Tabari 18:615. 

'S! There are a few narrations reported from the Salaf saying that the 
meaning of ‘Atiq is “Ancient”, and it is commonly translated that 
way. However, Ibn Kathir’s view is the common and most popularly 
reported view. 
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Rijs of the idols, and shun false speech .> 

431. Hunafa’ Lillah, not associating partners unto Him; and 
whoever assigns partners to Allah, it is as if he had fallen from 
the sky, and the birds caught him in midair, or the wind had 
thrown him to a far off place.> - 


The Reward for avoiding Sin 


Allah says: This is what We have commanded you to do in the 
rituals (of Haj), and this is the great reward that the person 
who does that will gain.’ 


dal oh chet of 
whoever honors the sacred things of Allah,> 
means, whoever avoids disobeying Him and does not 
transgress that which is sacred, and regards committing sin 
as a very serious matter, 
45655 Lee AE SD 
<then that is better for him with his Lord.> 


means, he will attain much good and a great reward for doing 
that. Just as the one who does acts of obedience will earn a 
great reward, so too, the one who avoids sin will earn a great 
reward. 


Cattle are Lawful 
treat Jf iy toh te Ly 
<The cattle are lawful to you, except those (that will be) 


mentioned to you.> 


means, ‘We have made permissible for you all the An‘am 
(cattle etc.),” and Allah has not instituted things like Bahirah 
or a S@’ibah or a Wasilah or a Ham"! 


4K Kv yp 


<except those mentioned to you.» the prohibition of Al-Maytah,|?! 
blood, the flesh of swine, and that on which Allah’s Name has 


"") See the Tafsir of Stirat Al-Ma’idah [5:3]. 
21 See the Tafsir of Sarat ALM@’idah [5:3]. 
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not been mentioned while slaughtering (that which has been 
slaughtered as a sacrifice for others than Allah, or has been 
slaughtered for idols) and that which has been killed by 
strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a headlong fall, or by the 
goring of horns - and that which has been (partly) eaten by a 
wild animal - unless you are able to slaughter it (before its 
death) - and that which is sacrificed (slaughtered) on An- 
Nusub|'"'| This was the view of Ibn Jarir, who recorded it from 
Qatadah.?! 


The Command to shun Shirk and Lying 
4 <i IAs, LONG yl iacet> 
€So shun the Rijis of the idols, and shun false speech .> 


From this it is clear what Ar-Rijs means, i.e., avoid the 
abomination, which means idols. Shirk is mentioned in 
conjunction with false speech, as in the Ayah: 


G ALIS GS SS HG AG eG abc AS gs ey BD 
Cr V0 ME YE GUL 4 HS 
€Say: ‘(But) the things that my Lord has indeed forbidden are 
Al-Fawahish (immoral sins) whether committed openly or 
secretly, sins (of all kinds), unrighteous oppression, joining 
partners with Allah for which He has given no authority, and 
saying things about Allah of which you have no knowledge" .> 
[7:33] 
This includes bearing false witness. In the Two Sahihs it was 
reported from Abu Bakrah that the Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


us Shh 3b 2eST vhs 
«Shall I not tell you about the worst of major sins?» 
We said, “Yes, O Messenger of Allah.” He said: 
it 525 ay So 
*Associating others with Allah, disobeying one's parents.» 


'l See the Tafsir of Surat Al-Ma’idah [5:3]. 
(21 at-Tabari 18 :618. 
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He was reclining, then he sat up and said: 
13) i525 Yi Fl is yi 
sand indeed giving false statements, and indeed bearing false 


witness...) 
and he kept on repeating it until we wished that he would 
stop.”!1 
Imém Ahmad recorded that Khuraym bin Fatik Al-Asadi 
said, “The Messenger of Allah #% prayed As-Subh (Al-Fajrn, and 
when he had finished, he stood up and said: 
hes 3% at SY Sys Shes 
«Bearing false witness is on a par with the association of others 
with Allah.» 
Then he recited this Ayah: 
6Gt 2 & Hor as heh , OW & oy ihett> 
€o4 


€So shun the Rijs of the idols, and shun lying speech. Hunafa’ 
Lillah, not associating partners unto Him ;>'?| 


44 z Ke 


¢Hunafa’ Lillahy means, sincerely submitting to Him Alone, 
shunning falsehood and seeking the truth. Allah says: 


<4 OLE Tey 


¢not associating partners unto Him;> Then Allah gives a likeness 
of the idolator in his misguidance and being doomed and being 
far away from true guidance, and says: 


4.05 Zz : Lo & an a al 33 oy 


€and whoever assigns partners to Allah, it is as if he had fallen 
from the sky,> 
meaning, 


4 it But 


(1 Fath AL-Bari 10:419, Muslim 1:91. 
[21 Ahmad 4:321. 
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¢the birds caught him in midair,» 
dee gh 3 Gp 4 a8 SI 
¢or the wind had thrown him to a far off place.> 


means, remote and desolate, dangerous for anyone who lands 
there. Hence it says in the Hadith of Al-Bara’: 


s 


7 eth gee - H , we oot fea e Mehl ly eget, 2 
J is LO SI ey dass Spl Kirk 55 by Bi Sp 
HG J Eb 3 oohd Ip en Sig 


‘When the angels of death take the soul of the disbeliever in 
death, they take his soul up to the heaven, but the gates of 
heaven are not opened for him; on the contrary, his soul is 
thrown down from there.»'"! 
Then he recited this Ayah. The Hadith has already been 
quoted in our explanation of Surah Ibrdhim."! Allah gives 
another parable of the idolators in Strat Al-An‘am, where He 
says: 
AC Gi O58 5 OS Qual oe 385 a i hy To a hE > 
6h Sy FUG oi Sy Hey ect A oie aM 5 buch eI 
eka 2 
<Say: “Shall we invoke others besides Allah, that can do us 
neither good nor can harm us, and shall we turn back on our 
heels after Allah has guided us? - like one whom the Shayatin 
have made to go astray in the land in confusion, his 
companions calling him to guidance (saying): ‘Come to us.'" 
Say: ‘Verily, Allah's guidance is the only guidance.” > [6:71] 


JS SG BS a Stl eo OE Se os 

rigs oo We 3 
432. Thus it is, and whosoever honors the Sha‘a'ir of Allah, 
then it is truly from the Taqwa of the hearts .> 


€33. In them are benefits for you for an appointed term, and 
afterwards they are brought for sacrifice to the ‘Atiqg House.> 


1) Ahmad 4 :287. 
[21 See volume five, the Tafsir of Sdrah Ibrahim 14:27. 
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Explanation of the Udhiyyah and the Sha‘a@’ir of Allah 


7 en ie aed 
<i A ES} 


¢and whosoever honors the Sha‘a'ir of Allah,» means, His 
commands. 


tii GE ED 
¢then it is truly from the Taqwa of the hearts.> 


This also includes obeying His commands in the best way 
when it comes to offering sacrifices, as Al-Hakam said 
narrating from Miqsam, from Ibn ‘Abbas: “Honoring them 
means choosing fat, healthy animals (for sacrifice).”"! Abu 
Umamah bin Sahl said: “We used to fatten the Udhiyyah in 
Al-Madinah, and the Muslims used to fatten them.” This was 
recorded by Al-Bukhari.'’?! In Sunan Ibn Majah, it was 
recorded from Abu Rafi‘ that the Messenger of Allah 2% 
sacrificed two castrated, fat, horned rams.%! Abu Dawud and 
Ibn Majah recorded from Jabir: “The Messenger of Allah 3% 
sacrificed two castrated, fat, horned rams.”*! It was 2 said, 
“The Messenger of Allah #% commanded us to examine their 
eyes and ears, and not to sacrifice the Muqdbilah, the 
Mudabirah, the Sharga, nor the Kharqa’.” This was recorded 
by Ahmad and the Sunan compilers, and At-Tirmidhi graded it 
Sahih." As for the Mugqdbilah, it is the one whose ear is cut 
at the front, Muddbirah is the one whose ear is cut at the 
back, the Shurqd is the one whose ear is split, as Ash-Shafit 
said. The Kharqd’ is the one whose ear is pierced with a hole. 
And Allah knows best. It was recorded that Al-Bara’ said, “The 
Messenger of Allah x said: 


(1) At-Tabari 18:621. 

(21 Fath Al-Bari 10:11. 

{3} Ahmad 6:8 - he is the only one who reported this version as was 
stated by the author in Jami‘ Al-Masanid was-Sunan 14:21. 

4] Abu Dawud 3:231, Ibn Majah 2:1043. 


S| Ahmad 1:108, Abu Dawud 3:237, Tuhfat AlLAhwadhi 5:82, An- 
Nasa 7 :217, Ibn Majah 2:1050. 
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Gee Soh lady use Bot egd 9 3 Shay toh 
CY SiS wb So esa; 
‘Four are not permitted for sacrifice: those that are obviously 
one-eyed, those that are obviously sick, those that are obviously 


lame and those that have broken bones, which no one would 
choose.» 


This was recorded by Ahmad and the Sunan compilers, and 
At-Tirmidhi graded it Sahih." 


The Benefits of the Sacrificial Camels 


qin them are benefits for you» meaning, in the Budn (sacrificial 
camels) you find benefits such as their milk their wool and 
hair, and their use for riding. 


425 Sh US ts SD 
€In them are benefits for you for an appointed term,> 


Miqsam reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said: “Until you decide to 
offer them as a sacrifice.”7! It was recorded in the Two Sahihs 
from Anas that the Messenger of Allah #¥ saw a man driving 
his sacrificial camel and said, 


og3r 
‘Ride it.» The man said, “It is a sacrificial camel.” He said, 
ies GSH 
‘Ride it, woe to you!» the second or third time.'*! 


According to a report recorded by Muslim from Jabir, the 
Messenger of Allah 3% said: 


"l Ahmad 4:284, Abu Dawud 2802, At-Tirmidhi 1497, An-Nasai 
7:215, Ibn Majah 3144. 

21 At-Tabari 18 :623. 

(3! Fath Al-Bari 5:450, Muslim 2:960. 
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ale vey SBA 
SP ek oe & peel 6 ees 
Song od ane alee 

oe det OLR sete ss prone we 
FIG AM 4 Sy45 31 plas cs Li 

Sd ee aoe LO C8 vr peep vr 77 
ll SB Gb ail 5S 

oP? zw <z 4 Zz 4 a x4 d.0° 2 nx 
ANI BA Ledhes tas es 


cially Gyaaly Ys 
a] 

(Ride it gently accor- 

ding to your needs.1!"| 


ote ort? 4 wet, 4 
<tc Sy le 2p 


CORSA G. 0 ree wth 3 2 eth a ae 

rl pad Las fal oad fred a8! | gand afterwards they are 
he Seg we a ee ee Sfite 22 Se ‘ 

seh SIG musa gis 33 )lele ail brought for sacrifice to 
we PSE Le Atta? tate eects 4 gee || the ‘Atiq House.> 
elegans! SS ISON Cp seal tay lyal sal meaning, they are 


Zaye De rteaes a at to aa A er sa AF 
ey sankey gelled cin radly 23 os 
2d eacaee 


ote eee e324, shu c 
php SGKE OM BIS et BSS 


eventually brought to 
the ‘Atiq House - 
which is the Ka‘bah - 


sere Eee ere Cer att sheer. 4, ze llas Allah says: 
ESN She ail SSE Yasar |] OS ANAT SAY 


CaS aibaai. Lewes 
BIG A IG IIS SE SIS 
i SASS ES MS NIE SS, 
SYM Se SI Ra 


4 
2 taSl oo 


ake SO” Sr they 8 43% fe a) 
id St PEAT Gall 258 


430551 as Cia 


dan offering, brought to 
the Ka'bah> [5:95] 


iid i SOK caity 
¢and detained the Hady, 
from reaching their place 
of sacrifice> [48:25] 


4 


S$ AON oe G a Oe a I ene ht Jeg 
F Sgt pes Shy al Sg GN ae ka ty ud Gs 

CG! cs GS wat Lt AC 
434. And for every nation We have appointed religious 
ceremonies, that they may mention the Name of Allah over the 
beast of cattle that He has given them for food. And your God 
is One God, so you must submit to Him Alone. And give glad 
tidings to the Mukhbitin .> 


€35. Whose hearts are filled with fear when Allah is mentioned, 
and the patient who bear whatever may befall them, and who 


13) Muslim 2 :961. 
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perform the Salah, and who spend out of what We have 
provided for them .> 


Rites of Sacrifice have been prescribed for every Nation 
in the World 

Allah tells us that sacrifice and shedding blood in the Name of 
Allah has been prescribed for all nations. ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah 
reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, 


dh Gia th Jeay> 


¢And for every nation We have appointed religious 
ceremonies,> “Festivals.” Ikrimah said, “Sacrifices.” 


4h thee fh Jeag> 
¢4And for every nation We have appointed religious 


ceremonies ,> 


Zayd bin Aslam said, “This means Makkah; Allah did not 
appoint religious ceremonies anywhere else for any nation.”!!! 


areeee 


CSM iG BE CE at SI > 
<that they may mention the Name of Allah over the beast of 
cattle that He has given them for food .> 


It was recorded in the Two Sahihs that Anas said, “The 
Messenger of Allah #% brought two fat, horned rams; he said 
Bismillah and Alla4hu Akbar, then he put his foot on their 
necks, 2! 


ahah i 35 KH 


¢<And your God is One God, so you must submit to Him 
Alone.» 


Your God is One, even though the Laws of the Prophets may 
vary and may abrogate one another. All of the Prophets called 
mankind to worship Allah Alone with no partner or associate. 


Cot OM GT Al dh ne WLS o HS CII Td 
¢4And We did not send any Messenger before you but We 


(11 Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 6:48. 
[2] Fath Al-Bari 10:25, Muslim 3:1556. 
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revealed to him (saying): None has the right to be worshipped 
but I, so worship Me.> [21:25]. Allah says: 


ign i> 


¢so you must submit to Him Alone.> meaning, submit to His 
commands and obey Him in all sincerity. 


Rae sil yy 


{And give glad tidings to the Mukhbitin.> Mujahid said about 
Mukhbitin, “Those who find contentment in their faith.” "! Ath- 
Thawri said, “Those who find contentment in their faith and 
who accept the decree of Allah and submit to Him.”! It is 
better to interpret it by what comes next, which is: 


Cire sb Sls Zit 583 1 Sit 


Whose hearts are filled with fear when Allah is mentioned,> 
meaning, their hearts fear Him. 


45 G Gy Sihp 
and the patient who bear whatever may befall themy meaning, of 
afflictions. 


4sai pats) 


¢and who perform the Salah,> they fulfill the duties which Allah 
has enjoined upon them, the duty of performing the obligatory 
prayers. 


3 Sb eprere 7 


fn ey LL5> 
and who spend out of what We have provided for them.> 


the good provision which Allah has given them. They spend on 
their families and servants, and on the poor and needy; they 
treat people kindly while remaining within the limits set by 
Allah. This is in contrast to the hypocrites, who are the 
opposite of all this, as we have discussed in the Tafsir of 
Strah Bard’ah;'5! to Allah be praise and blessings. 


(I! At-Tabari 18:628. 
2) Tafsir Ath-Thawri 213. 
31 See volume four, in the Tafsir of Sdrat At-Tawbah 9 :67. 
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-, 
aed eter fe a3ee, 


6p Shs Ge A i SG eK A st a SS Si, 

GaKS KO KCK aS Ey aan yall @ Oe eH Ex 
436. And the Budn, We have made them for you as among the 
symbols of Allah, wherein you have much good. So mention the 
Name of Allah over them when they are drawn up in lines (for 
sacrifice). Then, when they are down on their sides (after 


slaughter), eat thereof, and feed the Qani' and the Mu'tarr. Thus 
have We made them subject to you that you may be grateful .> 


The Command to slaughter the Budn (Sacrificial Camel) 


Here Allah reminds His servants of the blessing which He has 
bestowed on His servants, by creating the Budn") for them and 
making them one of His symbols. For He has decreed that they 
should be brought to His Sacred House; indeed, they are the best 
of that which may be offered as a sacrifice to Allah, as He says: 


45H EEK gdh V5 SG Galt Sh ara eG At es > 
€Violate not the sanctity of the Sha‘d'ir of Allah, nor of the 
Sacred Month, nor of the animals brought for sacrifice, nor the 


garlanded people or animals, and others, nor the people coming 
to the Sacred House>[5:2] 


Bi gt ob i SD 


¢And the Budn, We have made them for you as among the 
symbols of Allah,> 


Ibn Jurayj said: “Ata’ commented on this Ayah, ‘Cattle and 
camels.”7] A similar view was also reported from Ibn ‘Umar, 
Sa‘id bin Al-Musayyib and Al-Hasan Al-Basri.!*! Mujahid said: 
“Al-Budn means camels.”*! According to Muslim, Jabir bin 
‘Abdullah and others said, “The Messenger of Allah 2% 
commanded us to share in offering the sacrifice, a Budn 
(camel) for seven people, and one cow for seven people.”°! 


its explanation follows. 

[21 At-Tabari 18 :630. 

[3] Muslim 2 :882. 

4] Ibn Abi Shaybah the unpublished section 367. 
(5) Muslim 2 :882. 
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<wherein you have much good.» means, reward in the Hereafter. 
4s UE al 521 (KBD | 
€So mention the Name of Allah over them when they are drawn 
up in lines (for sacrifice) .> 


It was reported from Al-Muttalib bin ‘Abdullah bin Hantab that 
Jabir bin ‘Abdullah said, “I prayed with the Messenger of Allah 
#8 on Jd Al-Adhd. When he finished, he brought a ram and 
slaughtered it, saying, 


(Aly Aa i ies fe abr slay at oe 
‘Bismillah, and Allahu Akbar. O Allah, this is on behalf of me 
and anyone of my Ummah who has not offered a sacrifice.» 

This was recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi.!'! 
Muhammad bin Ishaq recorded from Yazid bin Abi Habib from 
Ibn ‘Abbas that Jabir said, “The Messenger of Allah 2% 


sacrificed two rams on the day of ‘id, and when he lay them 
down to sacrifice them, he said: 


SSA Se G5 Ls tess Ba595 ote bs call ety Lae 
Sil es a8 Y sell 5 a gts guy Yt pols §y 

ely a fp ily Gt Hb godt JG oly 
I turn my face to the One Who created the heavens and the 
earth, being true and sincere in faith submitting myself to Him 
Alone, and I am not of the idolators. Verily, my prayer, my 
sacrifice, my living and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of all 
that exists for, with no partner or associate for Him. Thus am I 


commanded, and I am the first of the Muslims. O Allah, from 
You and to You, on behalf of Muhammad and his Ummah.» 


Then he said, ‘Bismillah’ and ‘Allahu Akbar’ and slaughtered 
them.”!! 


It was reported from ‘Ali bin Al-Husayn from Abu Rafi‘ that 


"') Ahmad 3:356, Abu Dawud 3 :230, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 5 :113. 


[2] Abu Dawud 3 1230, 231. There are a number of narrations for this 
text which strengthen its authenticity. 
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when the Messenger of Allah # wanted to offer a sacrifice, he 
would buy two fat, horned, fine rams. When he had prayed 
and addressed the people, he would bring one of them to 
where he was standing in the prayer place, and would sacrifice 
it himself with a knife, then he would say: 


6D Sighs see By SO igh 25 oat al 32 1a pn 
tO Allah, this is on behalf of all of my Ummah, whoever bears 


witness of Tawhid of You and bears witness that I have 
conveyed .» 


Then he would bring the other ram and sacrifice it himself, 
and say, 


east Jip gin 52 than 


‘This is on behalf of Muhammad and the family of 
Muhammad.» 


He would give them to the poor and he and his family would 
eat from it as well. This was recorded by Ahmad and Ibn 
Majah.!"! 

Al-A‘mash narrated from Abu Zabiyan from Ibn ‘Abbas, 

dies (i i I SOD 

€So mention the Name of Allah over them when they are drawn 

up in lines (for sacrifice) .> 
“When they are standing on three legs, with the left foreleg 
tied up. He says Bismillah and Allahu Akbar, La ildha ilallah, 
Allahumma Minka wa Laka (In the Name of Allah and Allah is 
Most Great; there is no God but Allah. O Allah, from You and 
to You).” 

In the Two Sahihs it was recorded that Ibn ‘Umar came to a 
man who had made his camel kneel down in order to sacrifice 
it. He said, “Make it stand up fettered, (this is) the Sunnah of 
Abu Al-Qasim (i.e. the Prophet Muhammad 38).”"! 

qe3e ESS OD 
<€Then, when they are down on their sides,> 


(1 Ahmad 6:8 Ibn Majah 2:1043, 1044. 
1 al-Bukhari no. 1713. 
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Ibn Abi Najih reported that Mujahid said, “This means, when 
it has fallen to the ground.”"! This was narrated from Ibn 
‘Abbas, and a similar view was narrated from Mugatil bin 
Hayyan. ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, 
ish ESS Ny 
4Then, when they are down on their sides,> 


“Meaning, when they have died.”?! This is what was meant by 
the comment of Ibn ‘Abbas and Mujahid, for it is not 
permitted to eat from the sacrifice when it has been 
slaughtered until it has died and its movements have ceased. 
It was reported in a Marfii‘ Hadith: 


ea fz a Ula yp 
«Do not rush until you are sure that the animal is dead .s'*! 


Ath-Thawri narrated in his Jami‘ that Umar bin Al-Khattab 
said that, and he supported it with the Hadith of Shaddad bin 
‘Aws in Sahih Muslim: 
pon ty A Vb is Oe od IS le Sut Cs a bp 
timed 35 ke Sst Ld sh Li 
‘Allah has prescribed proficiency in all things. If you kill, kill 
well; and if you slaughter, slaughter well. Let each one of you 
sharpen his blade and let him spare suffering to the animal he 
slaughters .»!4) 


It was recorded that Abu Waqid Al-Laythi said, “The 
Messenger of Allah 2 said: 


ie Hb SS 8) Lag ab we 
Whatever is cut from an animal while it is still alive is 
Maytah (dead flesh) .» 


This was recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi, 
who graded it Sahih.'5! 


0) At-Tabari 18 :635. 

1 At-Tabari 18 :635. 

[3] Al-Bayhaqi 9 :278. 

(41 Muslim 3:1548. 

5) Ahmad 5:518, Abu Dawud 3:277, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 5:55. 
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4, a Walls Kap 
¢eat thereof, and feed Qani' and the Mu'tarr...> 

This is a command which implies that this is permissible. Al- 
‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Qdni‘ is the one who is 
content with what he is given and he stays in his house, and 
the Mu‘tarr is the one who comes to you and rubs shoulders 
with you so that you will give him some meat, but he does not 
ask for it.”'] This was also the view of Mujahid and 
Muhammad bin Ka’‘b Al-Qurazi.!2) ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported 
that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Qdni‘ is the one who is too proud to 
ask, and Mu‘tarr is the one who does ask.”*! This was also 
the view of Qatadah, Ibrahim An-Nakha‘i and Mujahid, 
according to one report narrated from him.'*! And the opposite 
was also suggested. This Ayah has been quoted as evidence by 
those scholars who said that the sacrifice should be divided 
into three: a third for the one who offers the sacrifice to eat 
from, a third to be given as gifts to his friends, and a third to 
be given in charity to the poor, because Allah says: 


icy aS Halls G bsp 
deat thereof, and feed the poor who does not ask, and the 
beggar who asks .> 
But there is no evidence in this Ayah for this view. According 


to a Sahih Hadith, the Messenger of Allah 3% said to the 
people: 
16 6 1558515 IS esl G8 EN pA) EI og es ES 
«J used to forbid you to keep the meat of the sacrifice for more 
than three days, but now eat from it and keep it as you see 
fit a0) 


According to another report: 


(1 At-Tabari 18 :636. 
[2] At-Tabari 18 :636. 
[3] At-Tabari 18 :363, 367. 
I) At-Tabari 18 :363, 367. 
IS} An-Nasaii 7 :234. 
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ge pals dpe 
Oh paaiy 1y3o5ly 11K 
«Eat some, keep some and give some in charity.»'"| 
According to another report: 


tl pass (yoably sie 
«Eat some, feed others, and give some in charity.»!?) 


As for the animal skins, it was recorded in Musnad Ahmad 
from Qatddah bin An-Nu‘man in the Hadith about the 
sacrifice: 


Se a V5 Cagle Vel: Cy sacals gis 


«Eat and give in charity, and make use of the skins, but do not 
sell them .2!9) 


(Note) 
It was recorded that Al-Bara’ bin ‘Azib said, “The Messenger of 
Allah x said: 

15 OS go yd AS Gd id thik Gy pe fi u ast bp 

a EE Se GS SAY GS A 52 Sp plat JS iS ta Ee Sal 


Ye tee 


«The first thing that we should do on this day of ours (‘Id) is to 
pray, then we return and offer the sacrifice. Whoever does that 
will have followed our Sunnah. Whoever slaughters his animal 
before the prayer, this is just meat which he has brought for his 
family, it is not a sacrifice at all.. This was recorded by (Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim).!4! 
And in Sahih Muslim, it is mentioned that one is not to offer 
the sacrifice until the Imam (leader) has offered his.!°! 
It is prescribed to offer the sacrifice on the day of Nahr and 


"l An-Nasai 7 :170. 

71 Fath Al-Bari 11:29. 

Is] Ahmad 4:15. 

4] Fath ALBari 2:526, Muslim 3:1553. 

IS! Similar is mentioned in no. 5083 of Muslim. 
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the following three days of Tashriq,''! because of the Hadith of 
Jubayr bin Mut‘im who said that the Messenger of Allah #4 
said: 

‘The days of Tashrig are all (for) sacrifice.» This was recorded by 
Ahmad and Ibn Hibban.!?! 


45S KEG Hi GE Ay 


€Thus have We made them subject to you that you may be grateful .> 
means, for this reason. 


45 A> 
€Thus have We made them subject to you> 


means, ‘We have subjugated them to you, i.e., We have made 
them submissive towards you, so that if you wish you can ride 
them, or if you wish you can milk them, or if you wish you 
can slaughter them,’ as Allah says: 


€Do they not see that We have created for them of what Our 


Hands have created, the cattle, so that they are their 
owners .>(36:7 1] until He said: 


E53 fK5 SET> 
<Will they not then be grateful?> (36:73) 
And Allah says in this Ayah: 
€Thus have We made them subject to you that you may be 
grateful .> 
Ss SO BS Ke, St I SG Ui G a AI Je BD 
€37. It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah, 


1] Referring to the process of hanging the meat to dry in the sun. For 
more details , see volume one, the Tafsir of Strat Al-Bagqarah 2 :203. 


[2] Ahmad 4:82. 
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but it is Taqwa from you that reaches Him. Thus have We 
made them subject to you that you may proclaim Allah's 
greatness for His guidance to you. And give glad tidings to the 
doers of good .» 


The Goal of the Udhiyyah (Sacrifice) according to Allah 
is the Sincerity and Taqwa of His Servant 


Allah says: this sacrifice is prescribed for you so that you will 
remember Him at the time of slaughter, for He is the Creator 
and Provider. Nothing of its flesh or blood reaches Him, for He 
has no need of anything other than Himself. 

During the time of Jdahiliyyah, when they offered sacrifices to 
their gods, they would put some of the meat of their sacrifices 
on their idols, and sprinkle the blood over them. But Allah 
says: 

Cail, YA al Se Sp 
€It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah,> 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn Jurayj said, “The people of 
the Jahillyyah used to put the meat of their sacrifices and 
sprinkle the blood on the House, and the Companions of the 
Messenger of Allah # said, “We have more right to do that.” 
Then Allah revealed the words: 


CX sal Ie SG OE, YA al Se Sp 
€it is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah, but 
it is Taqwa from you that reaches Him.» 


That is what He will accept and reward for, as mentioned in 
the Sahih, 


epBitebls KE I Shs 55 Sait V5 9$25-% i he Y a Op 
tAllah does not look to your ap pescatice or your colors, but He 
looks to your hearts and deeds .»""! 


And in the Hadith; 


“Indeed charity falls in the Hand of Ar-Rahman before it falls 


Ol Muslim 4:1987. 
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in the hand of the one asking .»'"! 
GE AS) 


<Thus have We made them subject to you» meaning, ‘for this 
purpose We have subjugated the Budn for you,’ 


CRG CE HGS 
<that you may proclaim Allah's greatness for His guidance to 


you .> 


means, that you may glorify Him for guiding you to His 
religion and His way which He loves and is pleased with, and 
has forbidden you to do all that He hates and rejects. 


se 
¢And give glad tidings to the doers of good .> 


means, ‘give good news, O Muhammad, to those who do good,’ 
i.e., whose deeds are good and who remain within the limits 
prescribed by Allah, who follow that which has been 
prescribed for them, who believe in the Messenger and 
follow that which he has conveyed from his Lord. 


(Note) The Udhiyyah is Sunnah Mustahabbah®! 


One animal is sufficient on behalf of all the members of one 
household. Ibn Umar said, “The Messenger of Allah x 
continued to offer sacrifice for ten years.” This was recorded 
by At-Tirmidhi.5!| Abu Ayyab said: “At the time of the 
Messenger of Allah #%, a man would sacrifice a sheep on 
behalf of himself and all the members of his household, and 
they would eat from it and feed others, until the people started 


m1 Meaning a recommended practice. It must be noted here that these 
two Ayat and most of the commentary related to them, is about the 
Hady or sacrificial animal for Haj. Much of the commentary 
generally applies to the sacrifice of Udhiyyah for the non-pilgrim as 
well. But the ruling of Mustahab, and the sacrifice after the prayer 
are among the statments that are not related to the Hady. For more 
details on the Hady see volume one, the Tafsir of Surat Al-Bagarah 
(2 :196). 

21 AL-Hiliyah 4:81. Similar was recorded by Al-Bukhari no. 1410. 

3] Tunfat Al-Ahwadhi 5:96. 
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boasting [by sacrificing more than one] and things reached the 
stage that you see now.” This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, 
who graded it Sahih, and by Ibn Majah.''! ‘Abdullah bin 
Hisham used to sacrifice one sheep on behalf of his entire 
family; this was recorded by Al-Bukhari.|?! 

Concerning how old the sacrificial animal should be, Muslim 
recorded from Jabir that the Messenger of Allah 35 said: 


wlan t,he fois ele 25 SF BL oss Vo 


«Do not sacrifice any but mature animals, and if that is not 
possible, then sacrifice a young sheep .»'°) 


aS oh KATH aN SM 2 3h Ht ap 
TA De gy Po all Ob bytle OP! OF tot a 


438. Truly, Allah defends those who believe. Verily, Allah likes 
not any treacherous ingrate.> 


Good News of Allah’s Defence for the Believers 


Here Allah tells us that He defends His servants who put their 
trust in Him and turn to Him in repentance; He protects them 
from the the worst of evil people and the plots of the sinners; 
He protects them, guards them and supports them, as He tells 
us elsewhere: 


He Bk it Sal 
€Is not Allah sufficient for His servant?> [39:36] 


4ee sper “At oe 


(ONS op GM KE A AY (SES 
EEDA got SS ail Jam ad apt Ald aul Of rane 543 ail de Bo oy 
¢And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice 


him. Verily, Allah will accomplish his purpose. Indeed Allah 
has set a measure for all things} [65:3]. 


oS git F LA Val yp 
€Verily, Allah likes not any treacherous ingrate> 


means, He does not like any of His servants who bear these 
characteristics, i.e., treachery in covenants and promises 


'') Abu Dawud 5:90, Ibn Majah 2:1051. 
[21 Fath Al-Bari 13 :213. 
13] Muslim 3:1555. 
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whereby a person does not do what he says, and ingratitude is 
to deny the blessings, whereby one does not acknowledge or 
appreciate them. 


oo nH EH eG Sy kh A oe ou aap 
Sah oh ay Ot A HG BS a I oe 
tie bA i cy 


439. Permission (to fight) is given to those (believers) who are 
fought against, because they have been wronged; and surely, 
Allah is able to give them victory. 


440. Those who have been expelled from their homes unjustly 
only because they said: “Our Lord is Allah." For had it not 
been that Allah checks one set of people by means of another, 
Sawami', Biya’, Salawat, and Masjids, wherein the Name of 
Allah is mentioned much, would surely have been pulled down. 
Verily, Allah will help those who help His (cause). Truly, 
Allah is All-Strong, All-Mighty.> 


Permission to fight; this is the first Ayah of Jihad 


Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “This was revealed 
about Muhammad # and his Companions, when they were 
expelled from Makkah.”'! Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and others 
among the Salaf, such as Ibn ‘Abbas, Urwah bin Az-Zubayr, 
Zayd bin Aslam, Mugatil bin Hayan, Qatadah and others said, 
“This is the first Ayah which was revealed about Jihad.”! Ibn 
Jarir recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “When the Prophet 3% was 
driven out of Makkah, Abu Bakr said, ‘They have their 
Prophet. Truly, to Allah we belong and truly, to Him we shall 
return; surely they are doomed.’ ” Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Then Allah 
revealed the words: 


wy Bt te co Tog kag be ch oe a ot 
40053) Land Je ah oy ab ab ES Sls Sslp 


<Permission (to fight) is given to those (believers) fought 
against, because they have been wronged; and surely, Allah is 


(l At-Tabari 18 :643. 
(21 at-Tabari 18:643, 644, Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 6:87. 
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able to give them victory .>” 


Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Then I knew 
that there would be fighting.” Imam Ahmad added: “Ibn ‘Abbas 
said, ‘This was the first Ayah to be revealed concerning 
fighting.”""] This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and An- 
Nasai in the Book of Tafsir of their Sunans. [21 At-Tirmidhi 
said: “It is a Hasan Hadith.” 


tind tas & Si yd 
dand surely, Allah is able to give them victory .> 


means, He is able to grant victory to His believing servants 
without any fighting taking place, but He wants His servants 
to strive their utmost in obeying Him, as He says: 
& is Oy 2G Ch Se AS BE ig EO oS US alt 2d pp 
3B SSG Sp, nes OG pee EY OIE oh as al ST 
42h Ge Gi A a OS ae AG Le SB at yc 
€So, when you meet those who disbelieve, strike necks till when 
you have killed and wounded many of them, then bind a bond 
firmly. Thereafter either for generosity, or ransom, until war 
lays down its burden. Thus, but if it had been Allah's will, He 
Himself could certainly have punished them. But (He lets you 
fight) in order to test some of you with others. But those who 
are killed in the way of Allah, He will never let their deeds be 
lost. He will guide them and set right their state. And admit 
them to Paradise which He has made known to them .> [47:4-6} 


op ite GES sek KS pays ual Sl tee > 

CELE te SG SS HN ss Sy Ee coh dt 
€Fight against them so that Allah will punish them by your 
hands, and disgrace them, and give you victory over them, and 
heal the breasts of a believing people, and remove the anger of 
their (believers') hearts. Allah accepts the repentance of whom 
He wills. Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.> (9:14-15] 


1] Ahmad 1:216. 
[21 Tunfat A-Ahwadhi 9:15, An-Nasai in Al-Kubrdé 6 :411. 


584 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


¢And surely, We shall try you till We test those who strive 
hard and the patient, and We shall test your facts.> [47:31]. 


And there are many similar Aydt. 
Ibn ‘Abbas commented on the Ayah, 


Cd capt & ah opp 
<and surely, Allah is able to give them (believers) victory .> 


“And this is what He did.”!"! Allah prescribed Jihdd at an 
appropriate time, because when they were in Makkah, the 
idolators outnumbered them by more than ten to one. Were 
they to engage in fighting at that time, the results would have 
been disastrous. 

When the idolators went to extremes to persecute Muslims, to 
expel the Prophet #5 and resolving to kill him; when they sent 
his Companions into exile here and there, so that some went 
to Ethiopia and others went to Al-Madinah; when they settled 
in Al-Madinah and the Messenger of Allah 3 joined them 
there, and they gathered around him and lent him their 
support, and they had a place where Islam prevailed, and a 
stronghold to which they could retreat; then Allah prescribed 
Jihad against the enemy, and this was the first Ayah to be 
revealed for it. Allah said: 


Ae 


27 EA aE A TU ET, Cs ne COTE) 
TN pA Lanes Je ail aby Vabb esl ylte oa) asl 


4 se payee 


4 
op hie 
\y> 


ot Impl ¢ 


r4 


Es 


¢Permission (to fight) is given to those fought against, because 
they have been wronged; and surely, Allah is able to give them 
victory. Those who have been expelled from their homes 
unjustly> 


Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said; “They were driven out of 
Makkah to Al-Madinah unjustly, i... Muhammad 3 and his 
Companions.”"! 


"l At-Tabari 18 :643. 
(2) At-Tabari 18 :643. 
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qi CS LE Wi > 
¢only because they said: ‘‘Our Lord is Allah.""> means, they had 
not done anything to their people or committed any wrongs 
against them, apart from the fact that they believed in the 
Oneness of Allah and they worshipped Him Alone, with no 
partner or associate. But for the idolators, this was the worst of 
sins, as Allah says: 


4535 SL LB J Sas St SA ED 
¢and have driven out the Messenger and yourselves because you 
believe in Allah, your Lord!> [60:1]. 


Then Allah says: 


¢For had it not been that Allah checks one set of people by 
means of another, 


meaning, were it not for the fact that He repels one people by 
means of another, and restrains the evil of people towards 
others by means of whatever circumstances He creates and 
decrees, the earth would have been corrupted and the strong 
would have destroyed the weak. 


fuss Shp 


<Sawami' surely have been pulled down» means the small temples 
used by monks. This was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Abu 
Al-‘Aliyah, Tkrimah, Ad-Dahhak and others.''! Qatadah said, 
“This refers to the places of worship of the Sabians;” according 
to another report, he said, “The Sawdmi‘ of the Zoroastrians.” 
Mugatil bin Hayyan said, “These are houses along the roads.” 
oe 

<Biya'.» These are larger than the Sawami‘ and accommodate 
more worshippers; the Christians also have these. This was the 
view of Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Ibn Sakhr, 


[) At-Tabari 18:647, Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 6:59, 60, Ar-Razi 3:36. 
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Muqatil bin Hayyan, Khusayf and others.!"! Ibn Jubayr 
reported from Mujahid and others that this referred to the 
synagogues of the Jews which are known to them as Salut. And 
Allah knows best. 


42565) 

<Salawat> Al-‘Awfi_ reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Salawat 
means churches.”?! ‘krimah, Ad-Dahhak and Qatddah said 
that it referred to the synagogues of the Jews. Abu Al-‘Aliyah 
and others said, “Salawat refers to the places of worship of the 
Sabians.” Ibn Abi Najih reported that Mujahid said, “Salawat 
refers to places of worship of the People of the Book and of the 
people of Islam along the roads.”*! Masjids belong to the 
Muslims. 


Sek ail RIG SEek> 
¢wherein the Name of Allah is mentioned much,> 
It was said that the pronoun refers to Masjids, because this is 
the closest of the words mentioned. Ad-Dahhak said, “In all of 
them the Name of Allah is often mentioned.” Ibn Jarir said, 
“The correct view is that the monasteries of the monks, the 
churches of the Christians, the synagogues of the Jews and 
the Masjids of the Muslims, in which the Name of Allah is 
mentioned much, would have been destroyed - because this is 
the usual usage in Arabic.”*! Some of the scholars said, “This 
is a sequence listing the smallest to the greatest, because the 


Masjids are more frequented by more worshippers who have 
the correct intention and way.” 


Mines oa Stas 
<Verily, Allah will help those who help His (cause).> 
This is like the Ayah: 
' At-Tabari 18:648. 
7] At-Tabari 18 :649. 


(3! At-Tabari 18 :650. 
(4) At-Tabari 18 :650. 


Stirah 22. Al-Hajj (41) (Part-17) 587 


5G As OS dG eK nhs See at Yer oy on Gall Ged 
ese 


€O you who believe! If you help (in the cause of) Allah, He will 
help you, and make your foothold firm. But those who 
disbelieve, for them is destruction, and (Allah) will make their 
deeds vain.» [47:7-8] 


tg Eg i ap 
«Truly, Allah is All-Strong, All-Mighty.> 


Allah describes Himself as being All-Strong and All-Mighty. By 
His strength He created everything and measured it exactly 
according to its due measurements; by His might nothing can 
overpower Him or overwhelm Him, rather everything is 
humbled before Him and is in need of Him. Whoever is 
supported by the All-Strong, the All-Mighty, is indeed 
supported and helped, and his enemy will be overpowered. 
Allah says: 


CMSA A Oat Sy Wesson guest Ge CF Sats ais 


¢And, verily, Our Word has gone forth of old for Our 
servants, the Messengers, that they verily, would be made 
triumphant, and that Our soldiers! They verily, would be the 
victors.» (37:171-173] 


oh o be ge " eke ole nee 
qin tas Gf al Dh 925 OT CAN ai eo> 


€Allah has decreed: “Verily, it is I and My Messengers who 
shall be the victorious." Verily, Allah is All-Powerful, All- 
Mighty.> [58:21] 


FS oath Wh Be Bis Ga AST BMT o 2 4 lp 
Ford 3 ee aad ard 4 bed 

CaS AN as 85 SK 

441. Those who, if We give them power in the land, establish 
the Salah, enforce the Zakah, and they enjoin the good and 


forbid the evil. And with Allah rests the end of (all) matters.> 
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The Duties of the Muslims when They attain Power 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Uthman bin ‘Affan said, “The 
Ayah: 


shee, Wier oa 


bs sisal Wt Be BG Gla ST BAT 9 2K os Sp 
Ki 
<Those who, if We give them power in the land, (they) establish 


the Salah, enforce the Zakah, and they enjoin the good and 
forbid the evil .> 


was revealed concerning us, for we had been expelled from our 
homes unjustly only because we said: ‘Our Lord is Allah.’ 
Then we were given power in the land, so we established 
regular prayer, paid the Zakdh, enjoined what is good and 
forbade what is evil, and with Allah rests the end of (all) 
matters. This is about my companions and 1.2"! Abu Al- 
‘Aliyah said, “They were the Companions of Muhammad #.” 
As-Sabah bin Suwdadah Al-Kindi said, “I heard Umar bin 
‘Abdul-‘Aziz give a speech and say: 


4a 5 HES 4 Sild 
<Those who, if We give them power in the land....> 


Then he said, “This is not obligatory only for those who are in 
authority, it also applies to those who are governed by them. 
Shall I not tell you what you can expect from your governor, 
and what duties those who are ruled owe to him? Your rights 
over your governor are that he should check on you with 
regard to your duties towards Allah and restore the rights that 
you have over one another, and that he should guide you to 
the straight path as much as possible. Your duties towards 
him are that you should obey him without cheating and 
without resentment, and you should obey him both in secret 
and openly.” ‘Atiyah Al-‘Awfi said, “This Ayah is like the Ayah: 


na) o3S0 eserves ¥ oe a pre 7 Be goes oe, 
42 3 FET Gl IL) KR, a Gall ait 55> 


0) Ibn Abi Hatim 8 :2496, 2497. 
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or rrv ones ¢Allah has promised 


233% { |those among you who 
/seaieginh eh Loses, cnslbos believe and do righteous 


Sins Pepernot! msl itty 4433 || good deeds, that He will 
wast ca-ea ae \lcertainly grant them 
Ct son eep lato reais BILE succession to (the pre- 


Pr ae SLC B Cn LAB Cf 7 


| Feo ya pyergliogan yasigne |] sent riders) in the land> 
pe tsp a7 ns ce oe [24:55]. 
teil Cait WY a pa ee 
3 3 plait +f : rere g ASAE 452 
peeing < ‘ ae ge ¢And with Allah rests 
KAS arabia ye— si Vales ll the end of (all) matters .> 


ete pele ce 


she > Pega a * 
C3z ee Aare AYE 45 This is like a oil 


Oi aMOL Ris cats Sis 


4 Ger volte aaa ind 4 . 
int Zon bey SEAT aA | ¢And the = end is for 
ee eaeets ule those who have Taqwap 


ai Op SI2.455561 |] [28:83]. 
G+ Pe EiZlec Ge ie en Zayd bin Aslam said: 


Ee f oe Ai G2 4 
Nalin a ai paiasl bai) sad i 
ee othe pee Bee oe fd spore tz. And with Allah rests 
Libleo omnes ie 22h aK the end of (all) matters.> 


oe tes 4 


Xi puri a> 


47g SS%s por qr d we oF A a 


A Big Sv, Lil As. SSIS 


Y 


Y “And with Allah will 
be the reward for 
what they did.”!"! 


Re ly cer! by aS ry aon ar aes Ne) e 3 pels Ei Zee Bvt) B95 oh ed 

ISj5 3 KS | AS See GS paki 2 5A 245 oe ee 

We is i paves ps pam oe Give & A owe ab <a “ea 

a 5 FONT SY GS G 6A ON NG Shas Sh AOS AM 3 
¢: nv “snc 3d opi 

442. And y they deny you, so did deny before them the people 

of Nith, ‘Ad and Thamiid.> 


€43. And the people of Ibrahim and the people of Liit,> 


'") Ibn Abi Hatim 8 :2498. 
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444. And the dwellers of Madyan; and denied was Misa. But 
I granted respite to the disbelievers for a while, then I seized 
them, and how (terrible) was My punishment!> 

€45. And many a township did We destroy while they were 
given to wrongdoing, so that it lie in ruins, and a deserted well 
and castle Mashid!> 

446. Have they not traveled through the land, and have they 
hearts wherewith to understand and ears wherewith to hear? 
Verily, it is not the eyes that grow blind, but it is the hearts 
which are in the breasts that grow blind .> 


The Consequences for the Disbelievers 


Here Allah consoles His Prophet Muhammad # for the 
disbelief of those among his people who opposed him. 


4c 3 pals Chee 3B 593% 5p 
¢And if they deny you, so did deny before them the people of 
Nih> until His saying, 
ip OSD 
<and denied was Miisé.) means, despite all the clear signs and 
evidence that they brought. 
€5ak4 ERGY 
<But I granted respite to the disbelievers for a while,» means, 
T delayed and postponed.’ 
<then I seized them, and how (terrible) was My punishment!» 
means, ‘how great was My vengeance against them and My 
punishment of them!’ In the Two Sahihs it is reported from 
Abu Musa that the Prophet 2 said: 
wy} os res 13} SS pu eee vt} op 
tAllah lets the wrongdoer carry on until, when He seizes him, 
He will never let him go.» Then he recited: 
—< Car be 


4M hat 2h A Ob os gl SN as Ah cases 
<Such is the punishment of your Lord when He seizes the 
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towns while they are doing wrong. Verily, His punishment is 
painful (and) severe.» [11:102]!"! 


Then Allah says: 
CURE 365 of GS 


> 


¢And many a township did We destroy 
€3h 25> 
qwhile they were given wrongdoing ,> 


meaning, they were rejecting their Messengers. 
ae $2 


44st & Sb Gy 
¢so that it lie in ruins,» Ad-Dahhak said, “(Leveled to] their 
roofs,”?! j.e., their houses and cities were destroyed. 
€ hts A5> 
dand (many) a deserted well» means, they draw no water from it, 
and no one comes to it, after it had been frequented often by 
crowds of people. 


€and a castle Mashid!> ‘Ikrimah said, “This means whitened with 
plaster.”"9! Something similar was narrated from ‘Ali bin Abi 
Talib, Mujahid, ‘Ata’, Said bin Jubayr, Abu Al-Mulayh and Ad- 
Dahhak.'*! Others said that it means high and impenetrable 
fortresses. All of these suggestions are close in meaning and do 
not contradict one another, for this sturdy construction and 
great height did not help their occupants or afford them any 
protection when the punishment of Allah came upon them, as 
He says: 


EE gil a SG Sst Kos USS Calp 


<""Wheresoever you may be, death will overtake you even if you 
are in Buriij Mushayyadah!''> (4:78) 


") Fath Al-Bari 8:205, Muslim 4:1997. 
[2] At-Tabari 18 :653. 

3! At-Tabari 18 :654, 655. 

4) At-Tabari 18 :655, Al-Baghawi 3:291. 
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dol 3 Ws Sly 
¢Have they not traveled through the land,> 


means, have they not traveled in the physical sense and also 
used their minds to ponder? That is sufficient, as Ibn Abi Ad- 
Dunya said in his book At-Tafakkur wal-I'tibar, “Some of the 
wise people said, ‘Give life to your heart with lessons, 
illuminate it with thought, kill it with asceticism, strengthen it 
with certain faith, remind it of its mortality, make it aware of 
the calamities of this world, warn it of the disasters that life 
may bring, show it how things may suddenly change with the 
passing of days, tell it the stories of the people of the past, 
and remind it what happened to those who came before.’ ” 
Walk through their ruins, see what they did and what became 
of them, meaning, look at the punishments and divine wrath 
that struck the nations of the past who belied, 


Ci, A BOe St Gas SG SSID 

and have they hearts wherewith to understand and ears 
y 

wherewith to hear?> 


meaning, let them learn a lesson from that. 
dag, ae gabe pee “td ra ge ge oe “45 
Sh gM Sollil 25 SS ONT 25 YG 


<Verily, it is not the eyes that grow blind, but it is the hearts 
which are in the breasts that grow blind .> 


means, the blind person is not the one whose eyes cannot see, 
but rather the one who has no insight. Even if the physical 
eyes are sound, they still cannot learn the lesson. 


Ge ES eh os SI GR OS Si, Shey 

Ci catll Sy GHB Lb os Oe 5 of des aks 
447, And they ask you to hasten on the torment! And Allah 
fails not His promise. And verily a day with your Lord is as a 
thousand years of what you reckon .> 


€48. And many a township did I give respite while it was 
given to wrongdoing. Then | seized it (with punishment). And 
to Me is the (final) return (of all) .> 
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The Disbelievers Demand for the Punishment 
Allah tells His Prophet 3: 
qld Gey > 
¢And they ask you to hasten on the torment!> . 
meaning, these disbelievers who disbelieve in Allah and His 
Book and His Messenger 3 and the Last Day. This is like the 
Ayat. 
B tie LE tL fe & Ai Be SH y A4il ifs sy5p 
Cn pd yy Gai J Lat 


¢And (remember) when they said: ‘‘O Allah! If this is indeed 
the truth from You, then rain down stones on us from the sky 
or bring on us a painful torment ."'> [8:32] 


dicted 45H cs 6 ye Sy 
<They say: “Our Lord! Hasten to us Qittana (our punishment) 
rite the Day of Reckoning!"’> [38:16]. 


sc at QE Sp 
And Allah fails not His promise.» means, His promise to bring 
about the Hour and wreak vengeance upon His enemies, and to 
honor His close friends. 


hyn OG EO AE oS ee OY SH 
¢And verily a day with your Lord is as a thousand years of 
what you reckon .> 
means, He does not hasten, for what is counted as a thousand 
years with His creation is as one day with Him, and He knows 
that He is able to exact revenge and that He will not miss a 


thing, even if He delays and waits and postpones. Hence He 
then says: 


Cs WP, A he eT OR BL OOS ok 
qa edi By Bi 3 ab cay GO Ca hy cle > 
¢And many a township did I give respite while it was given to 


wrongdoing. Then I seized it (with punishment). And to Me is 
the (final) return (of all) .> 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the 
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Messenger of Allah # said: 
Ole Slats oy iy tb 5 el seth ad kin 
«The poor among the Muslims will enter Paradise half a day 


before the rich - five hundred years.» 


This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasai from the 
Hadith of Ath-Thawri from Muhammad bin ‘Amr. At-Tirmidhi 
said, “Hasan Sahih." 

Abu Dawud recorded at the end of Book of Al-Malahim in his 
Sunan from Sa‘d bin Abi Waqqas that the Prophet % said: 


te3i Cas SH SI Be il eat YS 259 Gp 
« hope that it will not be too much for my Ummah if Allah 


delays them for half a day.» 


It was said to Sa‘d, “What does half a day mean?” He said, 
“Five hundred years. ”?! : 


Deeg roe + tgee oe pk Ot bee Oh weg Ceres Saeed 
tae oh oa Ls, en Sah ts SS So Set Ge > 
cae “ne a a ae v4 Ae, foe oa Bee Pere % Doe 
Chole! Cal ASI Som th a eo Gah LS Bs 
€49. Say: “‘O mankind! I am (sent) to you only as a plain 
warner .""> 


€50. So those who believe and do righteous good deeds, for 
them is forgiveness and Rizq Karim.> 


€51. But those who strive against Our Aydt to frustrate them, 
they will be dwellers of the Hellfire.» 


The Recompense of the Righteous and the Unrighteous 


Allah said to His Prophet #%, when the disbelievers asked him 
to hasten on the punishment for them: 


C8) 6 HUT said B 


€Say: “O mankind! I am (sent) to you only as a plain 
warner "> 


(l Tuhfat ALAhwadhi 7:21, An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubra 6:412. 
2) Abu Dawud 4:517. 
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meaning, ‘Allah has sent me to you to warn you ahead of the 
terrible punishment, but I have nothing to do with your 
reckoning. Your case rests with Allah: if He wills, He will 
hasten on the punishment for you; and if He wills, He will 
delay it for you. If He wills he will accept the repentance of 
those who repent to Him; and if He wills, He will send astray 
those who are decreed to be doomed. He is the One Who does 
whatsoever He wills and wants and chooses. 


Cth Ges 5 SA) ae vp 


There is none to put back His judgement and He is swift at 
reckoning .> [13:41] 


et weg 


Sl HLS, in Galt vas 3 3s St yp 
€I am (sent) to you only as a plain warner. So those who 
believe and do righteous good deeds,> 


means, whose hearts believe and whose actions confirm their 
faith. 


465 355 Ta Ay 
€for them is forgiveness and Rizq Karim.» 


means, forgiveness for their previous bad deeds, and a great 
reward in return for a few good deeds. Muhammad bin Ka‘b 
Al-Qurazi said, “When you hear Allah’s saying: 


42.8 Syd 
¢Rizq Karimp this means Paradise.”!!) 


<But those who strive against Our Ayat to frustrate them,> 
Mujahid said, “To discourage people from following the Prophet 
#3.”7] This was also the view of ‘Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr, “to 
discourage.”3] Ibn ‘Abbas said, “To frustrate them means to 


Ml Ad-Durr Al-Manthdr 6:63. 
2] At-Tabari 18 :662. 
13) Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 6 :64. 
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Bike ceca resist the believers 


frye wwrere »{1] 
ep Heial A Sl Las es, stubbornly: 


PRESS Mie |] Coed emsl aigiilp 
sali i BLS <they will be dwellers of 


neha a ‘: the Hellfire .> 
SHO Jenne Hy SaITe sO This refers to the 


BBs De of poe toe : 
' ay Sip titirts “25, ZS a eyliale agonizingly hot Fire 
4 tree @ < || With its severe punish- 


Pad s v ~% 
Tine ole SNe: spinal Drala coll ment, may Allah save 
EEN NG Spo AN 5A us from it. Allah says: 


ne ad 


Baca alctlieS dante i eo Wits YS itp 
ies SOLES Pain 35 G5 we sy aT 


sik 7) te i a soe ’ ate 
Pa Seok A353 hcB gle \yle—o Cay 7 aig 
be Se Oe- prsglis Dali, Snel Myke 


€Those who disbelieved 
and hinder (men) from 


Reenter 
ae! 3S Or wher 


bedi ai gia pres cscs ll the path of Allah, for 


Erb eeare then We will add tor- 
ee sh yids ONS fot} io pecan 
Gr A-aAug ee cg ee apock ment to the torment be- 


es ph ge AIEEE a cause they used to spread 
corruption> [16:88] 


G 


AAG ahd og Shc Git 5 WEG 5 o Ao UIE ¢ 

GC fad poe 2 Ail bay “al pee 33 SL tb al 

a A Sagi OY Mat i, ic ae OF on 4 Sal ES Bhai 
5B ay SS a op oe 

COLE bho SUH MGS 4G 

452. Never did We send a — or a Prophet before you 

but when he did recite (the revelation or narrated or spoke), 


Shaytan threw (some falsehood) in his recitation (of the 
revelation). But Yansakh Allah that which Shaytan throws in. 


ee 


(1) Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 6:64. 
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Then Allah establishes His revelations. And Allah is All- 
Knower, All-Wise :> 


453. That He (Allah) may make what is thrown in by Shaytan 
a trial for those in whose hearts is a disease and whose hearts 
are hardened. And certainly, the wrongdoers are in an 
opposition far-off (from the truth) .> 


454. And that those who have been given knowledge may know 
that it (this Qur'an) is the truth from your Lord, so that they 
may believe therein, and their hearts may submit to it with 
humility. And verily, Allah is the Guide of those who believe, 
to the straight path.> 


How the Shaytdan threw some Falsehood into the Words 
of the Messengers, and how Allah abolished that 


At this point many of the scholars of Tafsir mentioned the 
story of the Ghardniq and how many of those who had 
migrated to Ethiopia came back when they thought that the 
idolators of the Quraysh had become Muslims, but these 
reports all come through Mursal"! chains of narration and | 
do not think that any of them may be regarded as Sahih. And 
Allah knows best. 
Al-Bukhari said, “Ibn ‘Abbas said, 


€.cul ap 
¢in his recitation (of the revelation) .> 


“When he spoke, the Shaytdn threw (some falsehood) into his 


ope but Allah abolished that which the Shaytdn threw 
in.”!2 


alae 334s 2 s4 


tile “ail pat 1S 


4Then Allah establishes His revelations.» ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah 
reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, 


z& Lett 2% gee 
dtl g Ghali Go Gp 


¢when he did recite (the revelation), Shaytin threw (some 
falsehood) in it> 


(1 Mursal: A chain of narration that stops before the Companion. 
21 Fath ALBari 8 :292. 
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“When he spoke, the Shaytan threw (some falsehood) into his 
speech.”! Mujahid said: 


455 4p 
éwhen he did recite» “When he spoke.”?! It was said that it 
refers to his recitation, whereas, 
450i Vp 
<but they trust upon Amani> 


means they speak but they do not write.'*! Al-Baghawi and 
the majority of the scholars of Tafsir said: 


> 


¢he did recite» “Reciting the Book of Allah.” 


did g Lh Zip 
<Shaytan threw (some falsehood) in itp “In his recitation.”*! 
Ad-Dahhak said: 


tei 


¢when he did recite» “When he recited.”°! Ibn Jarir said, “This 
comment is more akin to interpretation.”! 


i Scih gh vai ACS) 
<¢But Yansakh Allah that which Shaytan throws in.> 


The meaning of the word Naskh in Arabic is to remove or lift 
away. ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “This 


means, Allah cancels out that which the Shaytdn throws 
in 7171 
in. 


di i> 


0 At-Tabari 18 :667. 
[21 At-Tabari 18 :667. 
[31 See volume one, the Tafsir of Surat Al-Baqarah (2:78). 
4] Al-Baghawi 3 :293. 
(5! At-Tabari 18 :668. 
(61 At-Tabari 18 :668. 
(71 At-Tabari 18 :668. 
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<And Allah is All-Knower,> means, He knows all matters and 
events that will happen, and nothing whatsoever is hidden from 
Him. 
{tee 
¢All-Wise.> means, in His decree, creation and command, He 
has perfect wisdom and absolute proof, hence He says: 
CF opi 4 Gd) £4 Scot Gh Sip 
<That He (Allah) may make what is thrown in by Shaytan a 
trial for those in whose hearts is a disease» 


meaning, doubt, Shirk, disbelief and hypocrisy. Ibn Jurayj 


said: 
<those in whose hearts is a disease» “The hypocrites, and 
dand whose hearts are hardened.» means the idolators.”!"! 
pod gis B Sell 15> 
¢And certainly, the wrongdoers are in an opposition far-off.> 


means, far away in misguidance, resistance and stubbornness, 
i.e., far from the truth and the correct way. 
dy HIS OS oe EHS ALI coli yp 
¢And that those who have been given knowledge may know that 
it is the truth from your Lord, so that they may believe 
therein ,> 


means, ‘so that those who have been given beneficial 
knowledge with which they may differentiate between truth 
and falsehood, those who believe in Allah and His Messenger, 
may know that what We have revealed to you is the truth 
from your Lord, Who has revealed it by His knowledge and 
under His protection, and He will guard it from being mixed 
with anything else.’ Indeed, it is the Wise Book which, 


"1 At-Tabari 18 :669. 
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¢Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it, (it is) 
sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise (Allah).> 
[41:42] 
dose (add 
«so that they may believe therein,» means, that they may believe 
that it is true and act upon it. 


Cngit A CRE 
¢and their hearts may submit to it with humility.» 


means, that their hearts may humble themselves and accept 
it. 
+4 Ae 


” 4 carte “4 et Oe 
4p bie SEM Sail oh St gp 


Fe: 


¢And verily, Allah is the Guide of those who believe, to the 
straight path.» 


means, in this world and in the Hereafter. In this world, He 
guides them to the truth and helps them to follow it and to 
resist and avoid falsehood; in the Hereafter, He will guide them 
to the straight path which leads to the degrees of Paradise, 
and He will save them from the painful torment and the 
dismal levels of Hell. 
23 ile pag FE at eae & 2 we US dl SG > 
BS es LN als A eee agg i <n e 
dead Die i Asse se Hes OS aah aL 


€55. And those who disbelieved, will not cease to be in doubt 
about it until the Hour comes suddenly upon them, or there 
comes to them the torment of Yawm ‘'Aqim.> 


456. The sovereignty on that Day will be that of Allah. He will 
judge between them. So those who believed and did righteous 
good deeds will be in Gardens of Delight .> 


457. And those who disbelieved and denied Our Ayat, for them 
will be a humiliating torment (in Hell).> 
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The Disbelievers will remain in Doubt and Confusion 


Allah tells us that the disbelievers will remain in doubt 
concerning this Qur’aén. This was the view of Ibn Jurayj and 
was the view favored by Ibn Jarir.!! 

r era we 4 E> 
quntil the Hour comes suddenly upon them,» Mujahid said: “By 
surprise.”'?! Qatadah said: 


ene 


¢suddenly> means, the command of Allah will catch the people 
unaware. Allah never seizes a people except when they are 
intoxicated with pride, enjoying a life of luxury, and they think 
that the punishment will never come upon them, but Allah 
does not punish anyone except the evildoers. 
nae 5 ie et i> 
¢or there comes to them the torment of Yawm ‘Agim .> 
Mujahid said, “Ubay bin Kab said: ‘Yawm ‘Aqim means the 
day of Badr.” Tkrimah and Mujahid said: “Yawm ‘Aqim means 
the Day of Resurrection, following which there will be no 
night.”°! This was also the view of Ad-Dahhak and Al-Hasan 
Al-Basri.'4! Allah says: 
tries Gent Bags ty 
<The sovereignty on that Day will be that of Allah. He will 
judge between them.> This is like the Aydt: 


Cowl gy ed 
<The Only Owner of the Day of Recompense}> [1:4] 
CN ak AST BUS Seas oR SSI ss Sitsip 
<The sovereignty on that Day will be the true (sovereignty), 


belonging to the Most Gracious (Allah), and it will be a hard 
Day for the disbelievers > [25:26] 


Ul At-Tabari 18 :670. 
2] at-Tabari 11:360. 
[3] Al-Baghawi 3 :295. 
4] Al-Baghawi 3 :295. 
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esac hs Wes cody 
<So those who believed and did righteous good deedsp 


means, their hearts believed in Allah and His Messenger 3, 
and they acted in accor- dance with what they knew; their 
words and deeds were in harmony. 


qn AS ap 
din Gardens of Delight.» means, they will enjoy eternal bliss 
which will never end or fade away. 
4636, E25 YS aaih> 
¢And those who disbelieved and denied Our Ayat,> 
means, their hearts rejected and denied the truth; they 


disbelieved in it and resisted the Messengers and were too 
proud to follow them. 


dong SI Ve Be 6a) AAiy 
for them will be a humiliating torment.> 
means, in recompense for arrogantly turning away from the truth. 


48crah Ae Gis dite % YK all hp 


<Verily, those who scorn My worship they will surely enter 
Hell in humiliation!> [40:60] 


Kae 4 2 St aS is SI hea 8 ail Lae g | Wate atts > 

s i a7 Soe 20 Gt OM vo, s 4 mi ata 

DAS ai 1 aS Adpey Wada reed eas AS nes : aN 
Gy “4 Pa 

eA NG wh Bay AS Shy Ss 3S ee SAS oe 


Bee Seon “ig 


qi 5ne Rl 


458. Those who emigrated in the cause of Allah and after that 
were killed or died, surely, Allah will provide a good provision 
for them. And verily, it is Allah Who indeed is the Best of 
those who make provision .> 

€59. Truly, He will make them enter an entrance with which 
they shall be well-pleased, and verily, Allah indeed is All- 
Knowing, Most Forbearing .> 

€60. That is so. And whoever has retaliated with the like of 
that which he was made to suffer, and then has again been 


Stirah 22. Al-Hajj (58-60) (Part-17) 603 


wronged, Allah will surely help him. Verily, Allah indeed is 
Oft-Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving .> 


The Great Reward for Those Who migrate in the Cause of 
Allah 
Allah tells us that those who migrate for the sake of Allah, 
seeking to earn His pleasure and that which is with Him, 
leaving behind their homelands, families and friends, leaving 
their countries for the sake of Allah and His Messenger to 
support His religion, then they are killed, i.e., in Jihad, or they 
die, ie., they pass away without being involved in fighting, 
they will have earned an immense reward. As Allah says: 
C50 5 A G5 GS SH HSB ats ok LE 
€And whosoever leaves his home as an emigrant unto Allah and 
His Messenger, and death overtakes him, his reward is then 
surely incumbent upon Allah> |4:100] 
Ce Sy, “it PEI 
surely, Allah will provide a good provision for them .> 


means, He will reward them from His bounty and provision in 
Paradise with that which will bring them joy. 


; Fa . tose ot ye Be 34 Je 2 
4A53) SEE SL xsl ks at pp 


€And verily, it is Allah Who indeed is the Best of those who 
make provision. Truly, He will make them enter an entrance 
with which they shall be well-pleased,> 


This means Paradise, as Allah says elsewhere: 
CON pt CSS ES BM GET & SK on THD 
<Then, if he be of those brought near (to Allah), rest and 
provision, and a Garden of Delights.> [56:88-89]. 


Allah tells us that He will grant him rest and provision and a 
Garden of Delights, as He tells us here: 


4S Gi, 1 i> 


surely, Allah will provide a good provision for them.» Then 
He says: 


604 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


hic di iy bay Sd nly 
<Truly, He will make them enter an entrance with which they 
shall be well-pleased, and verily, Allah indeed is All-Knowing,> 


meaning, He is All-Knowing about those who migrate and 
strive in Jihad for His sake and who deserve that (reward). 


ned 
<Most Forbearing,> means, He forgives and overlooks their sins, 
and He accepts as expiation for their sins, their migration 
(Hijrah) and their putting their trust in Him. 
Concerning those who are killed for the sake of Allah, 


whether they are Muhdajirs (migrants) or otherwise, they are 
alive with their Lord and are being provided for, as Allah says: 


EM o Eve, oo, Heh  feret ce tho Ge gees G 
SS oags Se ATF GST ot Lae g ths Sal SC2 YS 
WS os NS GS sit Jue 3 inks dull & 


<Think not of those as dead who are killed in the way of Allah. 
Nay, they are alive, with their Lord, and they have provision) 
[3:169)]. 
There are many Hddiths on this topic, as stated previously. 
With regard to those who die for the sake of Allah, whether 
they are emigrants or not. This Ayah and the Sahih Hadiths 
guarantee that they will be well provided for and that Allah 
will show them kindness. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 
Shurahbil bin As-Simt said: “We spent a long time besieging a 
stronghold in the land of the Romans. Salman Al-Farisi, may 
Allah be pleased with him, passed by me and said, 1 heard 
the Messenger of Allah # say: 
ia uly Gin ale oe  f81 S ge ole Gi et hig eu te 
Ue FS 3 ah pag ck ay ope Oy hi at 
IG pret Mi missht Ae i al oy Cece Gi, “at 
LE Lid diy Assy 
tWhoever dies guarding the borders of Islam, Allah will give 
him a reward like that reward (of martyr) and will provide for 
him and keep him safe from trials. Recite, if you wish: €Those 
who emigrated in the cause of Allah and after that were killed or 
died, surely, Allah will provide a good provision for them. And 
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verily, it is Allah Who indeed is the Best of those who make 
provision. Truly, He will make them enter an entrance with 
which they shall be well-pleased, and verily, Allah indeed is 
All-Knowing, Most Forbearingv"") 


He also recorded that ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Jahdam Al- 
Khawlani was with Fadalah bin ‘Ubayd when they 
accompanied with two funerals, at (an island of) sea one of 
whom had been struck by a catapult, and the other had 
passed away. Fadalah bin ‘Ubayd sat by the grave of the man 
who had passed away and someone said to him, “Are you 
neglecting the martyr and not sitting by his grave?” He said, “I 
would not mind which of these two graves Allah would 
resurrect me from, for Allah says: 

Ce Gi, HHS es IS BL gat cally 
<Those who emigrated in the cause of Allah and after that were 
killed or died, surely, Allah will provide a good provision for 
them .>” 


And he recited these two Aydt, then said, 

“What should I seek, O you servant, if I were to enter an 
entrance to His pleasure, and be provided good provisions? By 
Allah, I would not mind which of these two graves Allah would 
resurrect me from.”?! 


don Cah C Slog 6 35 ssp 


That is so. And whoever has retaliated with the like of that 
which he was made to suffer....> 


Muqatil bin Hayan and Ibn Jurayj mentioned that this was 
revealed about a skirmish in which the Companions 
encountered some of the idolators. The Muslims urged them 
not to fight during the Sacred Months, but the idolators 
insisted on fighting and initiated the aggression. So the 
Muslims fought them and Allah granted them victory. 
454% HS il o> 
<Verily, Allah indeed is Oft-Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving.> 


[1 thn Abi Hatim 8 :2503. 
[21 At-Tabari 9:182. 


‘fup ayy opt dajzua oj 7481 aig ayia nox ‘sSunyy pv op 07 ayqu 
adv nox ‘ApuaA “pooS ay si puvpy anox Uy [par NOX woym 
joyiuny nox puv ‘]lax NOX MloYM sOUOT, YIM anpUa NOX 
pu ‘jp1m nox woym wosf samod ayvy NOX puvy ‘}}1M nox woym 
01 samod aa nox ‘samod ayy fo sossassog jYviy O,, :Avs> 


4 ae 4, * a ts rt 
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and You make the day to enter into the night, You bring the 
living out of the dead, and You bring the dead out of the 
living. And You give wealth and sustenance to whom You will, 
without limit.» [3:26-27] 


The meaning of “merging” the night into the day and the day 
into the night is that the one encroaches upon the other, and 
vice versa. Sometimes the night is long and the day is short, 
as in winter, and sometimes the day is long and the night is 
short, as in summer. 


4a 4% 


Ces fee ail b> 
¢And verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.> 
He hears what His servants say, and He sees them, nothing 
about them or their movement is hidden from Him 
whatsoever. When Allah tells us that He is controlling the 
affairs of all that exists, and that He judges, and there is none 
to reverse His judgement, He says: 
Gi 8 HL ay 
<That is because Allah - He is the Truth,> 


meaning, the true God, besides Whom no one deserves 
worship. He is the Possessor of the greatest sovereignty; 
whatever He wills happens and whatever He does not will does 
not happen. Everything is in need of Him and submits to Him. 


CLT 3 3 oe Gti U by 
and what they invoke besides Him, it is false.> 


meaning, the idols and false gods. Everything that is 
worshipped instead of Him - may He be exalted - is false, 
because it can neither bring benefit nor cause harm. 


’ T 2.7% -4 -s¢ we 
Cabal iil Al by 


€And verily, Allah - He is the Most High, the Most Great.> 
This is like the Aydt. 


<Aait Ut 5 
¢and He is the Most High, the Most Great> [42:4] 


4c Zit 


608 Tafsir _Ibn_ Kathir 
¢the Most Great, the Most High> [13:9]. 


Everything is subject to His might and power; there is no God 
except Him and no Lord besides Him, because He is the 
Almighty and there is none mightier than He, the Most High 
and there is none higher than He, the Most Great and there is 
none greater than He. Exalted, sanctified, and glorified be He 
far above all that the evildoers say. 


Jl at ay ak OA Gs kat <, Sf i aI 3 
a wags sai Arinasy OAT 3 ohcall g t ae ew 
e- jit a5 AL Si gc atid Gi gt Si ai 9 
me peal os 35 e385 BS Uh af to, th AA 
eed gayi g KZ YK ; 


€63. See you not that Allah sends down water from the sky, 
and then the earth becomes green? Verily, Allah is the Most 
Kind and Courteous, Well-Acquainted with all things.» 


464. To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is 
on the earth. And verily, Allah - He is Rich, Worthy of all 
praise .> 


465. See you not that Allah has subjected to you all that is on 
the earth, and the ships that sail through the sea by His 
command? He withholds the heaven from falling on the earth 
except by His leave. Verily, Allah is for mankind, full of 
kindness, Most Merciful .> 


466. It is He, Who gave you life, and then will cause you to 
die, and will again give you life. Verily, man is indeed 
Kaftirun .> 


Signs of the Power of Allah 


This is a further sign of His might and power; that he sends 
the winds to drive the clouds which deliver rain to the barren 
land where nothing grows, land which is dry, dusty and 
desiccated. 


errr w@lee 


5 Kl I Qk ay GL3> 
but when We send down water on it, it is stirred (to life), and 
it swells> [22:5]. 
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Cia BN fi 
dand then the earth becomes green?> This indicates the sequence 
of events and how everything follows on according to its nature. 
This is like the Ayah: 
<Then We made the Nutfah™ into a clot , then We made the 
clot into a little lump of flesh> [23:14]. 
It was recorded in the Two Sahihs that between each stage 
there are forty days.!?) 
Allah’s saying, 
ick BAT Bp 
and then the earth becomes green> means, it becomes green after 
being dry and lifeless. It was reported from some of the people 
of Al-Hijaz that the land turns green after rainfall. And Allah 
knows best. 


5 Gis ii ayy 
¢Verily, Allah is the Most Kind and Courteous, Well- 
Acquainted with all things.> 


He knows what seeds are in the various regions of the earth, 
no matter how small they are. Nothing whatsoever is hidden 
from Him. Each of those seeds receives its share of water and 
begins to grow, as Luqman said: 
BM 3 Nol g Tks g KG Ob gs pS IL i y Th geep 
dad Gu af § Sty ok 
€"O my son! If it be equal to the weight of a grain of mustard 
seed, and though it be in a rock, or in the heavens or in the 


earth, Allah will bring it forth. Verily, Allah is Subtle, Well- 
Aware .> [31:16] 


And Allah says: 
qo) o5 9 A 62 wall a 1005 Yip 


" See the explanation of Surat Al-Hajj (22:4). 
2 Fath Al-Bari 6:350, Muslim 4 :2036. 


610 Tafsir_Ibn_Kathir 


¢...s0 they do not worship Allah, Who brings to light what is 
hidden in the heavens and the earth.» [27:25] 


3H ob G5 AM oe 9 2 LS 5 LES gp 
2 
¢not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in the 


darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is written 
in a Clear Record.> [6:59] 


ca 


GBS ow BAY Ol gH BY Ss 5 WEE oe Be Sh Up 

2048 $F 3h Si 
¢And nothing is hidden from your Lord, the weight of a speck 
of dust on the earth or in the heaven. Not what is less than that 


or what is greater than that but it is (written) in a Clear 
Record .> [10:61] 


428i 3 GF oyctti gO dp 
€To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the 


earth .> 


He owns all things, and He has no need of anything besides 
Himself, everything is in need of Him and in a state of 
submission to Him. 


dod gt Ki Bo ai TG lp 

€See you not that Allah has subjected to you all that is on the 

earth,> 
animals, inanimate things, crops and fruits. This is like the 
Ayah: 

5 OS Ail a G sal gt SA 

¢And has subjected to you all that is in the heavens and all that 

is in the earth> [45:13], 
meaning that all of this is a blessing and out of His kindness. 

¢and the ships that sail through the sea by His command> 


That is because He subjugates it to them and makes it easy 
for them. In the raging sea with its tempestuous waves, the 
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ships sail gently with their passengers and carry them 
wherever they want to go for trading and other purposes from 
one land to another, so that they bring goods from here to 
there, or vice versa, whatever people want or need. 


ee 4 oe een a rr ar 
dish VY yl a ol Teal a, 


or se 


€He withholds the heaven from falling on the earth except by 
His leave .> 
If He willed, He could give the sky permission to fall on the 
earth, and whoever is in it would be killed, but by His 
kindness, mercy and power, He withholds the heaven from 
falling on the earth, except by His leave. He says: 


225 Ssh cil al yp 
<Verily, Allah is for mankind, full of kindness, Most 
Merciful .> 
meaning, even though they do wrong. As Allah says elsewhere: 
CE GH AS BS 5 db & oh ak VS oy) 
€But verily, your Lord is full of forgiveness for mankind in 


spite of their wrongdoing. And verily, your Lord is severe in 
punishment> [13:6]. 


si BRA, 4 ce gs $s A 34 tae ve ke vse 
4 WAS “> y! ot Kar pe) pad oe aie 5H 35> 
<lt is He, Who gave you life, and then will cause you to die, 


and will again give you life. Verily, man is indeed Kaftirun.> 
This is like the Aydt: 


do SAe5 


¢How can you disbelieve in Allah? Seeing that you were dead 
and He gave you life. Then He will give you death, then again 
will bring you to life and then unto Him you will return.» 
[2:28], 


<Say: “Allah gives you life, then causes you to die, then He 
will assemble you on the Day of Resurrection about which there 
is no doubt.'’> [45:26], 
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i into existence. 
¢and then will cause you to s and - on give you life.> 
means, on the Day of Resurrection. 
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hop Sad SSayi i> 
ey man is indeed ale > meaning, denying. 
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467. For every nation We have made Mansak which they must 
follow; so let them not dispute with you on the matter, but 
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invite them to your Lord. Verily, you indeed are on the straight 
guidance .> 


468. And if they argue with you, say: “Allah knows best of 
what you do.''> 


469. “Allah will judge between you on the Day of Resurrection 
about that wherein you used to differ.’’> 


Every Nation has its Religious Ceremonies 


Allah tells us that He has made Mansak for every nation. Ibn 
Jarir said, “This means that there are Mansak for every 
Prophet’s nation.” He said, “The origin of the word Mansik in 
Arabic means the place to which a person returns repeatedly, 
for good or evil purposes. So the Mandsik (rites) of Hajj are so 
called because the people return to them and adhere to 
them.”! If the phrase “For every nation We have ordained 
religious ceremonies” means that every Prophet’s nation has 
its religious ceremonies as ordained by Allah, then the phrase 
“So let them (the pagans) not dispute with you on the matter” 
refers to the idolators. If the phrase “For every nation We have 
ordained religious ceremonies” means that it is the matter of 
Qadar (divine decree), as in the Ayah, 


USS A Ley Kod 
For each nation there is a direction to which they face>|2:148] 
Allah says here: 


ent 
¢which they Nasikihy meaning, which they must act upon. The 
pronoun here refers back to those who have these religious 
ceremonies and ways, i.e., they do this by the will and decree of 


Allah, so do not let their dispute with you over that divert you 
from following the truth. Allah says: 


s0e 73. 


ar ee 3 ee 4, Sone 


<but invite them to your Lord. Verily, you indeed are on the 
straight guidance .> 


US At-Tabari 18 :678, 679. 
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i.e., a clear and straight path which will lead you to the 
desired end. This is like the Ayah: 


tae 4 ote Mee et Be rer ce ve oe fo Be ow, 
42S St gy <O Sayh 3 ae ai ON Se i, yp 


¢And let them not turn you away from the Ayat of Allah after 
they have been sent down to you: and invite to your Lord> 
[28:87] 


eded 


EWS UG LK is BUS o> 
¢And if they argue with you, say: “Allah knows best what you 
do."’> 
This is like the Ayah: 


caren 


OAS US toy OH Jal ap AI Xe KG ye JB GT > 
<5) 
¢And if they belie you, say: ‘For me are my deeds and for you 
are your deeds! You are innocent of what I do, and I am 
innocent of what you do!"’> [10:41] 
4355 GSE lp 
¢Allah knows best of what you do.> 
This is a stern warning and definite threat, as in the Ayah: 
4555 a hd an D 54 548 G 2 p> 
¢He knows best of what you say among yourselves concerning 
it! Sufficient is He as a witness between me and you!>[46:8]. 
Allah says here: 
qn Ga 45 2S Co al oy ee KE lp 
¢Allah will judge between you on the Day of Resurrection 
about that wherein you used to differ .> 
This is like the Ayah: 
os Ot Gi Lan 5 pi EG SA cee Bi AG cusp 
dhe 
€So unto this then invite, and stand firm as you are 


commanded, and follow not their desires but say: “I believe in 
whatsoever Allah has sent down of the Book.’’» [42:15] 
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al & AS OS 3 AS Y GG Meal gt a i oh ES Np 

re 
€70. Know you not that Allah knows all that is in the heaven 
and on the earth? Verily, it is (all) in the Book. Verily, that is 
easy for Allah.» 


Allah tells us how perfect is His knowledge of His creation, 
and that He encompasses all that is in the heavens and on 
earth. Not even the weight of a speck of dust, or less than that 
or greater escapes His knowledge in the heavens or in the 
earth. He knows all things even before they happen, and He 
has written that in His Book, Al-Lawh Al-Mahfiz, as was 
reported in Sahih Muslim from ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, who said, 
“The Messenger of Allah & said: 


Hk oy ott gle gS pth joi 335 at Sp 

welll Je cars OWs3 
tAllah issued His decrees concerning the measurement and due 
proportion of the creatures fifty thousand years before He 


created the heavens and the earth, and His Throne was over the 
water»! 


In the Sunan, it was reported from a group of the Companions 
that the Messenger of Allah # said: 
BU Bi 50 8h uy du 8 5 de tid an EG Ugh 
edad 65s SS 58 te pli sped 
‘The first thing that Allah created was the Pen. He said to it, 
“Write!” It said, ‘What should I write?'' He said, ‘Write what 


will happen," so the Pen wrote everything that will happen 
until the Day of Resurrection.0!?) Allah says: 


€Verily, it is (all) in the Book. Verily, that is easy for Allah .> 


(1) Muslim 4 :2044. 
2) Abu Dawud 5:76, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9 :232. 
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€71. And they worship besides Allah others for which He has 
sent down no authority, and of which they have no knowledge; 
and for the wrongdoers there is no helper .> 


€72. And when Our clear Ayat are recited to them, you will 
notice a denial on the faces of the disbelievers! They are nearly 
ready to attack with violence those who recite Our Ayat to 
them. Say: “Shall I tell you of something worse than that? The 
Fire which Allah has promised to those who disbelieved, and 
worst indeed is that destination!"'> 


The Idolators’ worship of others besides Allah and Their 
vehement rejection of the Aydt of Allah 


Allah tells us that the idolators, in their ignorance and 
disbelief, worship besides Allah others which He has sent 
down no authority for, i.e., no proof or evidence for such 
behavior. This is like the Ayah: 


Ce TAG es ke we OE oy BE TG EE Gd 

Ie SSI 
¢And whoever calls upon, besides Allah, any other god, of 
whom he has no proof; then his reckoning is only with his 
Lord. Surely, the disbelievers will not be successful.» [23:117] 
So Allah says here: 


Cie oy oh 5 CLL 4 JK SoD 
¢for which He has sent down no authority, and of which they 
have no knowledge ;> 


meaning, they have no knowledge in the subject that they 
fabricate lies about; it is only something which was handed 
down to them from their fathers and ancestors, with no evidence 
or proof, and its origins lie in that which the Shaytdn beautified 
for them and made attractive to them. Allah warned them: 
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ne ot nals > 
¢and for the wrongdoers there is no helper.» 


meaning, no one to help them against Allah when He sends 
His punishment and torment upon them. Then Allah says: 


bee » se coh 


4555 GON Ly J 45> 
4And when Our clear Ayat are recited to themt,> 


means, when the Aydt of the Qur’én and clear evidence and 
proof for Tawhid of Allah are mentioned to them, and they are 
told that there is no god besides Allah and that the 
Messengers spoke the truth, 


tt yk oH lh ous Ky 
<They are nearly ready to attack with violence those who recite 
Our Ayat to them.> 


then they nearly attack and do harm to those who bring proof 
to them from the Qur’an, and cause them harm using their 
tongues and hands. 


5d 
<Say> O Muhammad o these people, 
QS coi Hoss KE pet Seatel> 
<Shall I tell you of something worse than that? The Fire which 


Allah has promised to those who disbelieved ,> 


The fire and wrath and torment of Allah are far worse than 
that with which you are trying to scare the believing close 
friends of Allah in this world. The punishment in the Hereafter 
for these deeds of yours is worse than that what you claim 
you want to do to the believers. 
Cicdl 355) 

éand worst indeed is that destination!) how terrible is the Fire as a 
final destination and abode! 


qe; GL 2c Cay 


¢Evil indeed it is as an abode and as a place to rest in.> 
[25:66] 
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CS Sold Bi Y yi FE AWG Oe TS 
€73. O mankind! A parable has been made, so listen to it: 
Verily, those on whom you call besides Allah, cannot create a 
fly, even though they combine together for the purpose. And if 
the fly snatches away a thing from them, they will have no 
power to release it from the fly. So weak are the seeker and the 
sought.> 


474. They have not regarded Allah with His rightful esteem. 
Verily, Allah is All-Strong, All-Mighty.> 


The insignificance of the Idols and the foolishness of 
their Worshippers 


Here Allah points out the insignificance of the idols and the 
foolishness of those who worship them. 


C38 Spo sil Usp 
€O mankind! A parable has been made, 
meaning, a parable of that which is worshipped by those who 
are ignorant of Allah and who join others as partners with 
Him. 
454 (ct > 
so listen to it} pay attention and understand. 
CAE SUC UE 5 Bod oe OEE St yp 
€Verily, those on whom you call besides Allah, cannot create a 
fly, even though they combine together for the purpose .> 


Even if all the idols and false gods whom you worship were to 
come together to create a single fly, they would not be able to 
do that. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah recorded 
the Marfii‘ report: 


0s Sf EUS 31555 ale fhe 1 Et ARS [UHL GLE 3S, UBT gaps 


«"Who does more wrong than one who tries to create something 
like My creation? Let them create an ant or a fly or a seed like 
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My creation!''s!"! 
This was also recorded by the authors of the Two Sahihs via 


‘Umarah from Abu Zur‘ah from Abu Hurayrah, who said that 
the Prophet # said: 


ESS a58 oiled pls Hs oad ts UBT 35 Jeg je at JE 
tia 
‘Allah says: ‘Who does more wrong than one who tries to 
create (something) like My creation? Let them create an ant, let 
them create a grain of barley."'s'! 
Then Allah says: 


5 4 see yy eee: 
425 ks YES Sica MAS gd 


4And if the fly snatches away a thing from them, they will 

have no power to release it from the fly.> 
They are unable to create a single fly and, moreover, they are 
unable to resist it or take revenge against it if it were to take 
anything from the good and perfumed thing on which it lands. 
If they wanted to recover that, they would not be able to, even 
though the fly is the weakest and most insignificant of Allah’s 
creatures. Allah says: 


de Aish cuit azsy 
€So weak are the seeker and the sought.» 


Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The seeker is the idol and the sought is the 
fly.""] This was the view favored by Ibn Jarir, and it is what is 
apparent from the context. As-Suddi and others said, “The seeker 
is the worshipper, and the sought is the idol.”*! Then Allah says: 


455 FAVS 
«They have not regarded Allah with His rightful esteem .> 


meaning, they have not recognized the might and power of 
Allah when they wor- ship alongside Him those who cannot 


Ml Ahmad 2:391. 

21 Fath ALBGri 13 :537, Muslim 3:1671. 
13] At-Tabari 18:685. 

(4) al-Baghawi 3 :298, from Ad-Dahhak. 
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even ward off a fly, 
because they are so 
weak and incapable. 


€5ge Leib is 

€Verily, Allah is All- 
Strong, All-Mighty .> 
means, He is the All- 
Strong Who, by His 
might and power, 
created all things. 
2 SEK te oft > 

qk Jil ny pags 
¢And He it is Who 
originates the creation, 
then He will repeat it; 


and this is easier for 
Him> [30:27] 

Aerrd Seog fs A dul 5 hy yp 
Sanath sel, cae tov 
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sg desiokat isan 
SOA AA 


Oia dss 


<Verily, the punishment 
of your Lord is severe 
and painful. Verily, He it is Who begins and repeats.> [85:12-13] 


Cen Sl Bit 3B Sil at > 
<Verily, Allah is the Provider, Owner of power, the Most 
Strong .> [51:58]. 
ined 


€All-Mighty> means, He has subjugated and subdued all 
things, and there is none that can resist Him or overcome His 
might and power, and He is the One, the Subduer. 


GAS thes es pene ail Ah ot 5 KE 52S yale * 
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Stirah 22. Al-Hajj (75-76) (Part-17) 621 
475. Allah chooses Messengers from angels and from men. 
Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.> 


$76. He knows what is before them, and what is behind them. 
And to Allah return all matters .> 


Allah chooses Messengers from the Angels and 
Messengers from Mankind 


Allah tells us that He chooses Messengers from His angels as 
He wills by His law and decree, and He chooses Messengers 
from mankind to convey His Message. 


it tex al I> 


<Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.> means, He hears all that 
His servants say, and He sees them and knows who among 
them is deserving of that, as He ve 


Ayer 


thi, Jog SAU ottp 
¢Allah knows best with whom to ie His Message> (6:124] 


o aoee ie 


40 5p it ASH ail Ny pale YB eel Set > 


¢He knows what is before them, and what is behind them. And 
to Allah return all matters .> 


He knows what will happen to His Messengers and the 
Message He sent them with, for none of their affairs are 
hidden from Him. He says: 


C0 nk & Hoh 5G a ed 
<The All-Knower of the Ghayb (Unseen), and He reveals to 
none His Ghayb.''>(72:26] until His saying; 
€ibse ph ¥ thd 
dand He keeps count of all things.> [72:28] 


So He, may He be glorified, is guarding them, and is Witness 
to what is said about them. He is protecting them and 
supporting them. 
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€O Messenger! Proclaim which has been sent down to you from 
your Lord. And if you do not, then you have not conveyed His 
Message. Allah will protect you from mankind> [5:67]. 


ot ty rete Os oer od ‘go tf Bdor 8 0% §'37, 0% 8 Ay ae te, 
poe ASI ih KS iy Wah eet ion lil Gig» 
- oe a7 Me 47 et Se pees ry ft te Ce oe KG et 3 
oil o KE L6G KE Ala Efi sits whos 
oe 4 Asay o4e, 00 we ae : care Ph ce ob Gn eke se te Sve 
Wangs deat OS 8 SF IF os Ge ES Se Dei SCT ae 
4 aor 4 ct og Zoe 2,@E KR faye tart +s te S fe ve “774 ta dene Z a4 
Sy 2 ah eh BSG es Gia ab LO & at ike Ke 

Ch sell a5 St as 
€77. O you who believe! Bow down, and prostrate yourselves, 
and worship your Lord and do good that you may be 
successful .> 


€78. And strive hard in Allah's cause as you ought to strive. 
He has chosen you, and has not laid upon you in religion any 
hardship: it is the religion of your father Ibrahim. He has 
named you Muslims both before and in this (Qur'an), that the 
Messenger may be a witness over you and you be witnesses 
over mankind! So, perform the Salah, give the Zakah and hold 
fast to Allah. He is your Mawla, what an Excellent Mawla and 
what an Excellent Helper!> 


The Command to worship Allah and engage in Jihad 
It was reported from Uqbah bin ‘Amir that the Prophet % 
said: 
nash 96 Wtdaes id Sik ait clan 
«Stirat Al-Hajj has been blessed with ttvo Sajdahs, so whoever 
does not prostrate them should not read them .0!1 
Cae F ail a bigss> 
¢And strive hard in Allah's cause as you ought to strive.> 

means, with your wealth and your tongues and your bodies. 
This is like the Ayah: 


13) Al-Hakim 1:221. The addition, “so whoever does not prostrate at 
them should not read them” is considered unauthentic. The source 
for the Hadith was mentioned and noted earlier. See Ayah no. 18. 
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4.8 SS dt kt> 
¢Have Taqwa of Allah as is His due.> [3:102) 
qd 
¢He has chosen you,» means, ‘O Ummah [of Islam], Allah has 
selected you and chosen you over all other nations, and has 


favored you and blessed you and honored you with the noblest 
of Messengers and the noblest of Laws.’ 


ta & stil g SE See > 
¢and has not laid upon you in religion any hardship> 


He has not given you more than you can bear and He has not 
obliged you to do anything that will cause you difficulty except 
that He has created for you a way out. So the Salah, which is 
the most important pillar of Islam after the two testimonies of 
faith, is obligatory, four Rak‘ahs when one is settled, which 
are shortened to two Rak‘ah when one is traveling. According 
to some Imams, only one Rak‘ahs is obligatory at times of 
fear, as was recorded in the Hadith."'! A person may pray 
while walking or riding, facing the Qiblah or otherwise. When 
praying optional prayers while traveling, one may face the 
Qiblah or not. A person is not obliged to stand during the 
prayer if he is sick; the sick person may pray sitting down, 
and if he is not able to do that then he may pray lying on his 
side. And there are other exemptions and dispensations which 
may apply to the obligatory prayers and other duties. So the 
Prophet # said: 


GAL desu Cive 
t] have been sent with the easy Hanifi! way .»'°! 


And he said to Mu‘adh and Abu Musa, when he sent them as 
governors to Yemen: 


ats V5 15255 18s V5 ta 


1 Abu Dawud 2:38. 


[2] Meaning monothiest. See volume four, the Tafsir of Surat Al-A‘raf 
(7:30). 
(3) Ahmad 5 :266. 
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‘Give good news and do not repel them. Make things easy for 
the people and do not make the things difficult for them .»!"| 


And there are many similar Hdadiths. Ibn ‘Abbas said 
concerning the Ayah, 


Cae Se vt 5 Se Le wp 
¢and has not laid pon you in religion any hardship>, “This 
means difficulty.”!? 


lt is the religion of your father Ibrahim.> Ibn Jarir said, “This 
refers back to the Ayah, 
a i: vil 3 Ke LE Op 
¢and has not laid upon you in religion any hardship> 
meaning, any difficulty.” On the contrary, He has made it easy 
for you, like the religion of your father Ibrahim. He said, “It 
may be that it means: adhere to the religion of your father 
Ibrahim.”!3! | say: This interpretation of the Ayah is like the 
Ayah: 
Cis alt HE he pat Ue hy oa BD 
<Say: “Truly, my Lord has guided me to a straight path, a 
right religion, the religion of Ibrahim, a Hanif > (6:161] 


¢He has named you Muslims both before and in this 
(Qur'an),> 


Imam ‘Abdullah bin Al-Mubarak said, narrating from Ibn 
Jurayj, from ‘Ata’, from Ibn ‘Abbas: concerning Allah’s saying, 


455 oe Sxl SOS Sap 
€He has named you Muslims before> 


0) Fath AL-Bari 7 :657. 
2] At-Tabari 18 :689. 
IS! At-Tabari 18 :691. 
(4) See earlier note. 
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“This refers to Allah, may He be glorified.”"") This was also the 
view of Mujahid, ‘Ata’, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi, Muqatil bin 
Hayyan and Qatadah./?! 

Mujahid said, “Allah named you Muslims before, in the 
previous Books and in Adh-Dhikr,*! 


4158 5> 


¢and in this?) means, the Qur’an.”*] This was also the view of 
others, because Allah says: 


doe & vill g KE KS ol Shp 


¢He has chosen you, and has not laid upon you in religion any 

hardship> 
Then He urged them to follow the Message which His 
Messenger # brought, by reminding them that this was the 
religion of their father Ibrahim. Then He mentioned His 
blessings to this Ummah, whereby He mentioned them and 
praised them long ago in the Books of the Prophets which 
were recited to the rabbis and monks. Allah says: 


435 & 2 Seb cait See >> 


¢He has named you Muslims both before> meaning, before 
the Qur’an 


458 > 


¢and in this.» Under the explanation of this Ayah, An-Nasa’ 
recorded from Al-Harith Al-Ash‘ari from the Messenger of Allah 
34, who said: 
«Whoever adopts the call of Jahiliyyah, will be one of those who 
will crawl on their knees in Hell.» 


A man said, “O Messenger of Allah, even if he fasts and 
performs Salah?” He said, 


(1) At-Tabari 18:691. 

[2] At-Tabari 18:691, 692. 

3! See volume six, the Tafsir of Stirat Al-Anbiyd’ (21 :105). 
(4) al-Qurtubi 12:101. 
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Stee SSN ekethh Gy Stic ch at 3525, 1,250 «hog pts iy aie 


adds 


«Yes, even if he fasts and performs Salah. So adopt the call of 
Allah whereby He called you Muslims and believers and 
servants of Allah .»!") 


qicil Je THE KG KES J Sp 


<that the Messenger may be a witness over you and you be 
witnesses over mankind!> 


means, ‘thus We have made you a just and fair nation, the 
best of nations, and all other nations will testify to your 
justice. On the Day of Resurrection you will be, 
qi i TLD 

witnesses over mankind>,’ because on that Day all the nations 
will acknowledge its leadership and its precedence over all 
others. Therefore, on the Day of Resurrection the testimony of 
the members of this community will be accepted as proof that 
the Messengers conveyed the Message of their Lord to them, 
and the Messenger will testify that he conveyed the Message to 
_them. 


4555 Bey UN (als 

<So perform the Salah, give Zakah> means, respond to this great 
blessing with gratitude by fulfilling your duties towards Allah, 
doing that which He has enjoined upon you and avoiding that 
which He had forbidden. Among the most important duties are 
establishing regular prayer and giving Zakadh. Zakdh is a form 
of beneficence towards Alla&h’s creatures, whereby He has 
enjoined upon the rich to give a little of their wealth to the poor 
each year, to help the weak and needy. We have already 
mentioned its explanation in the Ayah of Zakdh in Sgrat At- 
Tawbah (9:5). 


4 ai, (ch 
qand hold fast to Allah.» means, seek the help and support of 


01 An-Nasa7? in Al-Kubra no. 1:8866. 
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Allah and put your trust in Him, and get strength from Hirh. 
4S ap 

¢He is your Mawla,> meaning, He is your Protector and your 


Helper, He is the One Who will cause you to prevail against 
your enemies. 


dct 5 Sit 5p 
qwhat an Excellent Mawla and what an Excellent Helper! 


He is the best Mawld and the best Helper against your 
enemies. 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Hajj. May Allah bless 
our Prophet Muhammad and his family and Companions, and 
grant them peace; may Allah honor and be pleased with the 
Companions and those who follow them in truth until the Day 
of Resurrection. 
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The Tafsir of Sdrat Al-Mu’minitn 
(Chapter - 23) 


Which was Revealed in Makkah 


pa) —_ si at —s 


In the Name of Allah, 
be the Most Gracious, the 


sgugth cls 53 || Most Merciful. 
sho ona ond om Gt apg als Bp 
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4 7 i077 Vi iA eet oe ed 
OD Gaue gl yest tig oo Kip 41. Successful indeed 
are the believers .> 

42. Those who with their Salah are Khashi'tin .> 

€3. And those who turn away from Al-Laghw.> 

€4. And those who pay the Zakah.> 


<5. And those who guard their private parts .> 


on 


DSS IE OA SUN as Ble FELICE 


dad 
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<6. Except from their wives or their right hand possessions, for 
then, they are free from blame.> 

<7. But whoever seeks beyond that, then those are the 
transgressors .> 

<8. Those who are faithfully true to their Amanat and to their 
covenants are Ra'tin .> 

€9. And those who strictly guard their Salawat.» 

€10. These are indeed the heirs .> 


411. Who shall inherit Firdaws. They shall dwell therein 
forever .> 


The Success is for the believers whose qualities are 
described here 


€bage cil ap 
<Successful indeed are the believers» means, they have attained 
victory and are blessed, for they have succeeded. These are the 
believers who have the following characteristics: 
4 GRRL BIS gp Gdll> 
€Those who with their Salah are Khashi'tin .> 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said: 
dense 
“¢Khashi‘iin> means those with fear and with tranquillity.”!"! 
This was also narrated from Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and 
Az-Zuhri.! It was reported from ‘Ali bin Abi Talib, may Allah 
be pleased with him, that Khushi‘ means the Khushi‘ of the 
heart.! This was also the view of Ibrahim An-Nakhai.'*! Al- 
Hasan Al-Basri said, “Their Khushi‘ was in their hearts.” So 
they lowered their gaze and were humble towards others. 
Khushi‘ in prayer is only attained by the one who has emptied 
his heart totally, who does not pay attention to anything else 


I At-Tabari 19:9. 
21 At-Tabari 19:8, 9. 
31 At-Tabari 19:9. 
(41 at-Tabari 19:9. 
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besides it, and who prefers it above all else. At that point it 
becomes a delight and a joy for eyes, as in the Hadith recorded 
by Imam Ahmad and An-Nasa’ from Anas, who said that the 
Messenger of Allah #& said: 


La 8 2 5 Sits tut Chi gy 


«Fragrance and women “ave been made dear to me, and Salah 
was made the joy of my eye.»""! 
eee Dod 984 op See 
QT Lyne gall oe pd Gallh > 
€And those who turn away from Al-Laghw.> 


refers to falsehood, which includes Shirk and sin, and any 
words or deeds that are of no benefit. As Allah says: 


dices UE Shi LE GD 
¢And if they pass by Al-Laghw, they pass by it with 
dignity>[25:72}. 


Qatadah said: “By Allah, there came to them from Allah that 
which kept them away from that (evil).”! 


421,55 BS 3 GA5y 
€And those who pay the Zakah.> 
Most commentators say that the meaning here is the Zakah 
that is paid on wealth, even though this Ayah was revealed in 
Makkah, and Zakdh was ordained in Al-Madinah in the year 2 
H. The apparent meaning is that the Zakdh that was instituted 
in Al-Madinah is the one based upon the Nusub*! and the 
specific amounts, apart from which it seems that the basic 


principle of Zakadh was enjoined in Makkah. As Allah says in 
Surat Al-An‘am, which was also revealed in Makkah: 


Casas 35 1s (3t05 
qbut pay the due thereof on the day of their harvest,} (6:141]| 
It could be that what is meant here by Zakdh is purification of 


I] Ahmad 3:199, An-Nasa’ 7:61, 62. 
[21 4z-Zuhd by Ibn Al-Mubarak, 55. 


[31 The minimum level of wealth which dictates a person’s obligation to 
pay Zakah. 
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the soul from Shirk and filth, as in the Ayah: 
4S A Oe 3 GS iil sp 


<Indeed he succeeds who purifies himself (Zakkaha). And indeed 
he fails who corrupts himself.> [91:9-10] 


It could be that both meanings are intended, purification of 
the soul and of one’s wealth, because that is part of the 
purification of the soul, and the true believer is one who pays 
attention to both matters. And Allah knows best. 


PB Riause 7B i A co A agit ey eas gt 3 lp 
ritye pee 7 Re ne ee one 

<i Masui * Jyh U3 chy pet! 

¢And those who guard their private parts. Except from their 
wives and their right hand possessions, for then, they are free 


from blame. But whoever seeks beyond that, then those are the 
transgressors.» 


means, those who protect their private parts from unlawful 
actions and do not do that which Allah has forbidden; 
fornication and homosexuality, and do not approach anyone 
except the wives whom Allah has made permissible for them 
or their right hand possessions from the captives. One who 
seeks what Allah has made permissible for him is not to be 
blamed and there is no sin on him. Allah says: 


455s Ho Oak 2 pd 
they are free from blame. But whoever seeks beyond that» 
meaning, other than a wife or slave girl, 
dant 24 Assy 
<then those are the transgressors.» meaning , aggressors. 
4355 as ND Snltp 
¢Those who are faithfully true to their Amanat and to their 
covenants> 


When they are entrusted with something, they do not betray 
that trust, but they fulfill it, and when they make a promise or 
make a pledge, they are true to their word. This is not like the 
hypocrites about whom the Messenger of Allah 3 said: 
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CLE SoSH 1 CHEE S25 11g 35 Shs hy Soh ptch Sip 


tThe signs of the hypocrite are three: when he speaks he lies, 
when he makes a promise he breaks it, and when he is entrusted 
with something he betrays that trust»! 


C50 pelle & DOD 
¢And those who strictly guard their Salawat.> 


means, they persistently offer their prayers at their appointed 
times, as Ibn Mas‘td said: “I asked the Messenger of Allah 3%, 
‘O Messenger of Allah, which deed is most beloved to Allah?’ 
He said, 


1435 ee Fp OAT 
«Prayer at the appointed time.» 1 said, Then what?’ He said, 
igh 
«Kindness to one's parents.» | said, Then what?’ He said, 
ail he suede 
‘Jihad in the way of Allah.» It was recorded in the Two Sahihs.!?! 
Qatddah said: “At the fixed times, with the proper bowing and 
prostration.”*! Allah begins and ends this list of praiseworthy 
qualities with Salah, which is indicative of its virtue, as the 
Prophet 2% said: 
je hes V5 Bh esiasl 38 of sky oN oy 1aetp 
Beye Veh 
tAdhere to righteousness, you will never be able encompass it 


all. Know that the best of your deeds is Salah. None will 
preserve his Wuddu' except the believer .0'*! 


Having described them with these praiseworthy characteristics 
and righteous deeds, Allah then says: 


(1 Fath ALBari 10:522. 

(21 Fath Al-Bari 10:414, Muslim 1:89. 
(31 Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 6:89. 

(4) Ibn Majah 2:101. 
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AV Sas Ue Sal OE all SES A A> 
¢These are indeed the heirs. Who shall inherit Firdaws. They 
shall dwell therein forever .> 

It was recorded in the Two Sahihs that the Messenger of Allah 
3% said: 
oy ah bos, de et Gp dh IG Bh a IG bp 
on ee Uy Bah gl es 
«lf you ask Allah for Paradise, then ask him for Al-Firdaws, for 
it is the highest part of Paradise, in the middle of Paradise, and 
from it spring the rivers of Paradise, and above it is the 
(Mighty) Throne of the Most Merciful .»'"! 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, “The 
Messenger of Allah 3 said: 


Sb Sb HI e 3335 eral 3 abe OV Zs AR YI! as} ts Se lo 
£4 S85 te AG> 435 Gai 35 dah al 45 HN Ea 


There is not one among you who does not have two homes, a 
home in Paradise and a home in Hell. If he dies and enters 
Hell, the people of Paradise will inherit his home, and this is 
what Allah said: ¢These are indeed the heirs .p!?! 


Ibn Jurayj narrated from Layth from Mujahid: 
Sb oe Saity 
These are indeed the heirs.> 


“The believers will inherit the homes of the disbelievers 
because they were created to worship Allah Alone with no 
partner or associate. So when these believers did what was 
enjoined on them of worship, and the disbelievers neglected to 
do that which they were commanded to do and for which they 
had been created, the believers gained the share that they 
would have been given if they had obeyed their Lord. Indeed, 
they will be given more than that as well.” This is what was 
reported in Sahih Muslim from Abu Burdah, from his father, 


") Fath Al-Bari 13:415. 
[21 tpn Majah 2:1453. 
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from the Prophet #2 who said: 


ro BN WBS Nall JEL OS Gooleth Se GU aaah py: tee 
eSs5tail5 ast le Wass 
‘Some of the Muslims will come on the Day of Resurrection 


with sins like mountains, but Allah will forgive them and put 
(their burden of sin) on the Jews and Christians!" 


According to another version: the Messenger of Allah # said: 
BSG 58 SUS GIS SI se Let JS) Gn is tata ty Sw bp 
ON Sy 

‘When the Day of Resurrection comes, Allah will appoint for 


every Muslim a Jew or Christian, and it will be said, ‘This is 
your ransom from the Fire.'"s 


‘Umar bin ‘Abd Al-‘Aziz asked Abu Burdah to swear by Allah 
besides Whom there is no other God, three times, that his 
father told him that from the Prophet 2%, and he swore that 
oath.) I say: this Ayah is like Allah’s saying: 
4G OF oe & Sy Sit EE bp 
€Such is the Paradise which We shall give as an inheritance to 
those of Our servants who have had Taqwi.> [19:63] 


Mods BE ty OLAbd oii ai hsp 


<This is the Paradise which you have been made to inherit 
because of your deeds which you used to do.> [43:72] 


GE SS 2 g SiS SL BW gal of gh Gcafl GE GiGp 
412. And indeed We created man out of an extract of Tin.> 
€13. Thereafter We made him a Nutfah in a safe lodging .> 


1 Muslim 4:2120. 
[2] Muslim 4:2119. 
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414. Then We made the Nutfah into a clot, then We made the 
clot into a little lump of flesh, then We made out of that little 
lump of flesh bones, then We clothed the bones with flesh, and 
then We brought it forth as another creation. So Blessed is 
Allah, the Best of creators .> 


415. After that, surely you will die.> 


416, Then (again), surely you will be resurrected on the Day of 
Resurrection .> 


The Sign of Allah in the progressive creation of Man 
from Clay then from Nutfah and thereafter 


Allah tells us how He initially created man from an extract of 
Tin. This was Adam, peace be upon him, whom Allah created 
from sounding clay of altered black smooth mud. Ibn Jarir 
said, “Adam was called Tin because he was created from it.”!'! 
Qatadah said, “Adam was created from Tin.”7] This is the 
more apparent meaning and is closer to the context, for Adam, 

upon him be peace, was created from a sticky Tin, which is a 

sounding clay of altered black smooth mud, and that is 

created from dust, as Allah says: 
Chee 55 AY BOs Ki Dace sap 
<And among His signs is this that He created you (Adam) from 
dust, and then - behold you are human beings scattered!> 
[30:20] 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Musa that the Prophet 3 said: 
pb Se §5 sh tted 6 25 eet be A LAT by pat GLE at Sp 
553 Bag LS tb 355 55255 Jasg ee ah te ai 

«AY 
tAllah created Adam from a handful which He picked up from 
throughout the earth, so the sons of Adam came forth 


accordingly, red and white and black and in between, evil and 
good and in between .»!*I 


(1) At-Tabari 19:15. 
[2] At-Tabari 19:14. 
3] Ahmad 4:400. 
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Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi recorded something similar.!! 
At-Tirmidhi said, “It is Sahih Hasan.” 


4255 AAG} Seren “cin, Ap 


<Thereafter We made him a Nutfah.> Here the pronoun refers 
back to humankind, as in another Ayah: 


aeet ree 


Bing U os 6 AL on WS LES enh oe gayi GE 5) 
<and He began the creation of man from clay. Then He made 
his offspring from semen of despised water.» [32:7,8] 
meaning, weak, as He says: 
Did We not create you from a despised water? Then We 
placed it in a place of safety.> [77:20-21] 
meaning the womb, which is prepared and readily equipped 
for that, 
¢For a known period. So We did measure; and We are the Best 
to measure> [77:22-23] 


meaning, for a known period of time, until it is established 
and moves from one stage to the next. Allah says here, 


44ie Gh GE F 
Then We made the Nutfah into a clot,> 


meaning, ‘then We made the Nutfah, which is the water 
gushing forth that comes from the loins of man, i.e., his back, 
and the ribs of woman, i.e., the bones of her chest, between 
the clavicle and the breast. Then it becomes a red clot, like an 
elongated clot.’ Tkrimah said, “This is blood.” 


Chas aK (53> 


¢then We made the clot into a little lump of flesh,> which is like a 
piece of flesh with no shape or features. 


$ihe aa fn CHES > 


1) Abu Dawad 5:67, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8 :290. 
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4then We made out of that little lump of flesh bones,> 


meaning, ‘We gave it shape, with a head, two arms and two 
legs, with its bones, nerves and veins.’ 


44 hl 6 
— <then We clothed the bones with flesh,» meaning, ‘We gave it 
something to cover it and strengthen it.’ 
4550 aie SS 4p 
¢and then We brought it forth as another creation .> 


means, ‘then We breathed the soul into it, and it moved and 
became a new creature, one that could hear, see, understand 
and move.’ 


densi SN Sy 
<So Blessed is Allah, the Best of creators.> 
430 ai stl 4 


¢and then We brought it forth as another creation .> 


Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “We change it from one 
stage to another until it emerges as an infant, then it grows 
up through the stages of being a child, adolescent, youth, 
mature man, old man and senile man.”'! Imam Ahmad 
recorded in his Musnad that ‘Abdullah - Ibn Mas‘id - said, 
“The Messenger of Allah 3%, the Truthful One, told us: 


Be 8s Ea a Gd Sich Jon ih 3h hi be 4 
Of 58 OY gil gb dae of tak 5h ag cies ale ea) tds 
SSG Zo Oi el foe Jad gen Sy Gag yon Bt yo, Shs 

gis oh al joe, Dek Bish ache 505 153 Vy SS 


‘The creation of anyone of you is gathered for forty days in his 
mother's stomach as a Nutfah, then he becomes a clot for a 
similar period of time, then he becomes a little lump of flesh for 
a similar length of time. Then the angel is sent to him and he 


"Ml At-Tabari 19:18. 
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breathes the soul into it, and four things are decreed: his 
provision, his life-span, his deeds, and whether he will be 
wretched or blessed. By the One besides Whoin there is no other 
god, one of you may do the deeds of the people of Paradise until 
there is no more than a forearm's length between him and it, 
then the decree will overtake him and he will do the deeds of the 
people of Hell and thus enter Héll. And a man may do the 
deeds of the people of Hell until there is no more than a 
forearm's length between him and it, then the decree will 
overtake him and he will do finally the deeds of the people of 
Paradise and thus enter Paradise.>!"! 


This was recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim.!?! 
déayil SN a cap 
€So Blessed is Allah, the Best of creators.> 


means, when Allah mentions His ability and subtlety in 
creating this Nutfah and taking it from stage to stage until it 
takes the shape of a perfectly formed human being, He says, 


ios SN ot ay 
<So Blessed is Allah, the Best of creators.> 
¢After that, surely you will die.» means, after first being created 
from nothing, you will eventually die. 


WKS cdl 5 My D> 
<Then (again), surely you will be resurrected on the Day of 
Resurrection .> 
means, you will be created anew. 
¢and then Allah will bring forth the creation of the Hereafter> 
{29:20} 
means, the Day of Return, when the souls will be restored to 


their bodies and all of creation will be brought to account. 
Everyone will be rewarded or punished according to his deeds 


(' Ahmad 1:382. 
2] Fath Al-Bari 6 :418, Muslim 4 :2036. 
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— if they are good then he will be rewarded, and if they are 
bad then he will be punished. 


<5 vO gli ee i US Gib ga ue S35 i" Si 


417. And indeed We have created above you seven Tarii'iq, and 
We are never unaware of the creation .> 


His Sign in the creation of the Heavens 


After mentioning the creation of man, Allah then mentions the 
creation of the seven heavens. Allah often mentions the 
creation of the heavens and earth alongside the creation of 
man, as He says elsewhere: 


4 ES KES NG gyctit Sap 


<The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater 
than the creation of mankind> [40:57]. 


A similar Ayah appears at the beginning of Surat As-Sajdah, 
which the Messenger of Allah # used to recite on Friday 
mornings. At the beginning it mentions the creation of the 
heavens and earth, then it says how man was created from 
semen from clay, and it also discusses the resurrection and 
rewards and punishments, and other matters. 


en 


€3ib E> 


<seven Tara'iq.» Mujahid said, “This means the _ seven 
heavens.”!!! This is like the Ayat: 


4 ee, 


dig A ONG CSI Egat A> 


<The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein, glorify 
Him> [17:44] 


460 ope Bi EGE 1G Nd 


See you not how Allah has created the seven heavens one 
above another?> [71:15] 


Steve by 


1 KF ESI Stel Se AN Se Sie aM is SE ee GE ail Sal> 


(0) Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 6:94. 
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DME rty sSepae 4It is Allah Who has 
SANT 22C EE IS etic: lcreated seven heavens 
ets aes Bd ost ah and of the earth the like 
el tote tea Sb SEO ia%d4 |l thereof. His command 
es 2505 ESAS descends between them 
gos _ 7 ss ae. oo eA eG Red ~~. || (heavens and earth), that 
INOW Warerorsdl : pew yb you may know ee 
Be cee alt: cS 32-4 745 || has power over all things, 
' oii Abi bes 7 uses and that Allah surrounds 
5D Ske MH Bo Oak ti; a tities . i ee 

6 wet 7 298 Shoo ofr ace 2% Aer & owiedge :12 
sSaNvalla mags Sears erates. Allah says 

SoMAISOESTLE | here 

INGE Speak RK |e KF GE chp 
IAIOWNCiak uke | le © OS Bit 
r Ses lop OR fon ie eagl yea rAd a 4 : y a pace 
ie cf 4 aie noi Goran, ¢And indeed We have 
created above you seven 


5.4 
Gch allalgealy 
2, OP eI B ae pee ee eee 
cle eb SIGs ble GSS, Tara'iq, and We are 


a 

IO ULSAN ea 64 etek: Psat jee never unaware of the 
aig Pee Cla ps3 ,. | creation.» 

KY Dp weellbola ght 9-4 |] meaning, Allah knows 
what goes into the 
earth and what comes 
out of it, what comes down from heaven and what goes up 
into it. He is with you wherever you are, and Allah sees what you 
do. No heaven is hidden from Him by another and no earth is 
hidden from Him by another. There is no mountain but He 
knows its features, and no sea but He knows what is in its 


depths. He knows the numbers of what is in the mountains, the 
hills, the sands, the seas, the landscapes and the trees. 


bY oh TG GN cl a 2 A LS 
¢And not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in 


the darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is 
written in a Clear Record.> [6:59] 


4 


Walreasdenly 


2 
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St cada wy os Sy GAT g KOE GE al & > 
thu fh bcs Fat Gs of Whe Ht od ot ghey 
se 3 savin ui eek nical tua 


. eee ail &; (5 on VV OwE ve, fae Ka 
€18. And We sent down from the si water in measure, and 
We gave it lodging in the earth, and verily, We are able to take 
it away.> 


€19. Then We brought forth for you therewith gardens of date 
palms and grapes, wherein is much fruit for you, and whereof 
you eat .> 


€20. And a tree that springs forth from Tiir Sinai, that grows 
oil, and relish for the eaters .> 


421. And verily, in the cattle there is indeed a lesson for you. 
We give you to drink of that which is in their bellies. And there 
are, in them, numerous benefits for you, and of them you eat.> 


€22. And on them, and on ships you are carried .> 


Allah’s Signs and Blessings in the Rain, Vegetation, 
Trees and Cattle 


Allah mentions His innumerable blessings to His servants, 
whereby He sends down rain in due measure, meaning, 
according to what is needed, not so much that it damages the 
lands and buildings, and not so little to be insufficient for 
crops and fruits, but whatever is needed for irrigation, 
drinking and other benefits. If there is a land that needs a lot 
of water for its irrigation but its fertile soil would be carried 
away if rain fell on it, then Allah sends water to it from 
another land, as in the case of Egypt, which is said to be a 
barren land. Allah sends the water of the Nile to it, which 
brings red soil from Ethiopia when it rains there. The water 
brings the red soil which is used to irrigate the land of Egypt, 
and whatever of it is deposited is used for agriculture, because 
the land of Egypt is infertile, and most of it is sand. Glory be 
to the Subtle One, the All-Knowing, the Most Merciful, the 
Forgiving. 


CoN 3 ETD 
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¢and We gave it lodging in the earth,> 
means, ‘when the water comes down from the clouds, We 
cause it to settle in the earth, and We cause the earth to 
absorb it and the seeds etc. in the earth to be nourished by 
it.’ 
C5515 oxy OS & OGY 
¢and verily, We are able to take it away.> 


means, ‘if We wanted to cause it not to rain, We could do so; 
if We wanted to divert it towards the wilderness and 
wastelands, We could do so; if We wanted to make it salty so 
that you could not benefit from it for drinking or irrigation, We 
could do so; if We wanted to cause it not to be absorbed by 
the earth, but to remain on the surface, We could do so; if We 
wanted to make it go deep underground where you would not 
be able to reach it and you could not benefit from it, We could 
do so.’ But by His grace and mercy, He causes sweet, fresh 
water to fall on you from the clouds, then it settles in the 
earth and forms springs and rivers, and you use it to irrigate 
your crops and fruits, and you drink it and give it to your 
livestock and cattle, and you bathe and purify yourselves with 
it. To Him is due the praise and thanks. 


Then We brought forth for you therewith gardens of date 
palms and grapes,> 
means, ‘from that which We send down from the sky, We 


bring forth for you gardens and orchards which look 
beautiful.’ 


4G St vid 
<of date palms and grapes,> These were the kinds of gardens that 
were known to the people of the Hijaz, but there is no difference 
between a thing and its counterpart. The people of each region 


have fruits which are the blessing of Allah given to them, and 
for which they cannot properly thank Allah enough. 


¢wherein is much fruit for you,> means, of all fruits. As Allah 
says elsewhere: 


Stirah 23. Al-Mu'mintin (18-22) (Part-18 643 
4ST jhe 5 SENG Sth OF5G Bil n WE 
qWith it [the rain] He causes to grow for you the crops, the 


olives, the date palms, the grapes, and every kind of fruit> 
(16:11). 


4aKE Y5> 


qand whereof you eat.» This implies that you look at its beauty, 
wait for it to ripen, then eat from it. 


rer 4 "3 fee 4° 
ti ob oo my 
¢And a tree that springs forth from Tiir Sinai,> 
means the olive tree. Tur means a mountain. Some of the 
scholars said, “It is called Tur if there are trees on it, and if it 
is bare it is called Jabal, not Tur. And Allah knows best. 
Mount Sinai is the same as Tur Sinin, and it is the mountain 


on which Allah spoke to Masa bin Imran, peace be upon him, 
and in the surrounding mountains there are olive trees. 


€ohay 25 


- 


<that grows oil,» Some scholars think it [linguistically) means 
that it brings forth oil. Others say it [linguistically] means 
“comes forth with oil.” Allah said, 


die) 


¢and relish> meaning a condiment. according to Qatadah.!"! 


{58> 


woe 


¢for the eaters.» means, it contains a beneficial oil and 
condiment. 


‘Abd bin Humayd recorded in his Musnad and Tafsir from 
‘Umar that the Messenger of Allah 2% said: 


0353 5S Se CIF Sg 15g SIL Luge 


«Eat (olive) oil as a condiment and apply it as oil, for it comes 
from a blessed tree.» 


(1 Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 6:95. 
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It was recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah." 
Allah’s saying; 
ORE ys eS a KE 6 Ge Sad CS ONT g App 
date oil 5 
¢And verily, in the cattle there is indeed a lesson for you. We 
give you to drink of that which is in their bellies. And there 


are, in them, numerous benefits for you, and of them you eat. 
And on them and on ships you are carried, 


Here Allah mentions the benefits He has given to His servants 
in cattle, for they drink their milk which comes out from 
between dung and blood, they eat their meat and clothe 
themselves with their wool and hair, they ride on their backs 
and carry heavy burdens on them to far away lands, as Allah 
says: 


B55 Ss Sy AS be a UK AG RIG hsp 
¢And they carry your loads to a land that you could not reach 


except with great trouble to yourselves. Truly, your Lord is full 
of kindness, Most Merciful .> [16:7] 


ee oo wre & , 27 tn ogee nia c AYE woe ow 
CES Aes fas ya oh ORE US 


<Do they not see that We have created for them of what Our 
Hands have created, the cattle, so that they are their owners. 
And We have subdued them unto them so that some of them 
they have for riding and some they eat. And in them there are 
benefits for them, and drink. Will they not then be grateful?> 
[36:71-73] 
Ts RE Sh is Kc WT 3 SG oS HS OS Sap 
(OKs 3, wg I YR y GON Cie a hy Gs Ke ON 
(1) 4LMuntakhab by ‘Abd bin Humayd 13, At-Tirmidhi 1815, Ibn 
Majah 3319. 


Stirah 23. Al-Mu'mintin (23-25) (Part-18 645 


ise b 4 


€23. And indeed We sent Nith to his people, and he said: '’O 
my people! Worship Allah! You have no other God but Him. 
Will you not then have Taqwa?’ 


€24. But the chiefs of his people who disbelieved said: ‘He is 
no more than a human being like you, he seeks to make himself 
superior to you. Had Allah willed, He surely could have sent 
down angels. Never did we hear such a thing among our 
fathers of old.''> 


€25. ‘He is only a man in whom is madness, so wait for him a 
while .'"> 


The Story of Nuh, Peace be upon Him; and his people 


Allah tells us about Nah, peace be upon him, whom He sent 
him to his people to warn them of the severe punishment of 
Allah and His severe vengeance on those who associated 
partners with Him, defied His commands and disbelieved His 
Messengers: 
8 TE AG Mo di Wel 3 Sip 
¢and he said: “‘O my people! Worship Allah! You have no 
other God but Him. Will you not then have Taqwa?"'> 


Meaning, “Do you not fear Allah when you associate others in 
worship with Him?” The chiefs or leaders of his people said: 


dpenk Ji J4j Ke AK 
¢He is no more than a human being like you, he seeks to make 
himself superior to you.> 


meaning, ‘he is putting himself above you and trying to make 
himself great by claiming to be a Prophet, but he is a human 
being like you, so how can he receive revelation when you do 
not?’ 


KEW HEH 
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¢Had Allah willed, He surely could have sent down angels .> 


meaning, ‘if Allah had wanted to send a Prophet, He would 
have sent an angel from Him, not a human being. We have 
never heard of such a thing - i.e., sending a man to our 
forefathers’ — their predecessors in times past. 


Bs Par tt +h o 
Cae aay 15 YS LD 
€He is only a man in whom is madness,> 


means, ‘he is crazy in his claim that Allah has sent him and 
chosen him from among you to receive revelation.’ 


4 te “E ate yA 


¢so wait for him a while.» means, ‘wait until he dies, put up with 
him until you are rid of him.’ 
ie BOSS GA ai oo do Cb Bole. © wel oF Sip 

fe +e - lose 98 wser as, 3m Jeane 7D ee eek 
ae FS mY) ta) ot es Jee ww ts UE BT a) I 


4. 
4c fog fe 


igi at sinh. ee Book tHe o Be | ek ee ae Agee 
FS BALI i Qaye cy Gb ad g gee Vo Me Sail 
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ete Uyek se oo fe - oe we ree geo se Ae vee 
BGC Sh Sh Bowel WS 2 oli 4 cat Ye ill 
PaaS Yan) aa XE SO od 

(ES S ob AY 45 a 4 Dinxi 

€26. He said: ‘O my Lord! Help me because they deny me."'> 


€27. So, We revealed to him: “Construct the ship under Our 
Eyes and under Our revelation. Then, when Our command 
comes, and (water) gushes forth from the oven, take on board of 
each kind two, and your family, except those thereof against 
whom the Word has already gone forth. And address Me not in 
favor of those who have done wrong. Verily, they are to be 
drowned .""> 


€28. “And when you have embarked on the ship, you and 
whoever is with you, then say: ‘All the praise be to Allah, Who 
has saved us from the people who are wrongdoers.'"> 


€29. "And say: ‘My Lord! Cause me to land at a blessed 


landing place, for You are the Best of those who bring to 
land .'"> 


430. Verily, in this, there are indeed Aydt, for sure We are 
ever putting (men) to the test.» 
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Allah tells us that Nah, peace be upon him, invoked his Lord 
to help him against his people, as Allah mentions in another 
Ayah: 


lis pete Soll GI say 6S 


€Then he invoked his Lord (saying): "I have been overcome, so 
help (me)!"'> [54:10]. Here he says: 


toi G aiai 55> 
¢O my Lord! Help me because they deny me.> 


At that point, Allah commanded him to build a boat and to 
make it strong and firm, and to carry therein of every kind 
two, i.e., a male and a female of every species of animals, 
plants and fruits etc. He was also to carry his family, 


trie Sil ade Ke 
<except those thereof against whom the Word has already gone 


forth.» 


meaning, those whom Allah had already decreed were to be 
destroyed. These were the members of his family who did not 
believe in him, such as his son and his wife. And Allah knows 
best. 


Cap 28 fl lb Gall bg ge Shp 


¢And address Me not in favor of those who have done wrong. 
Verily, they are to be drowned.> 


means, ‘when you witness the heavy rain falling, do not let 
yourself be overcome with compassion and pity for your 
people, or hope for more time for them so that they may 
believe, for I have decreed that they will be drowned and will 
die in their state of disbelief and wrongdoing.’ The story has 
already been told in detail in Sdrah Hdd, and there is no need 
to repeat it here.!!! 


Ciel Ul GB oS Aa Ob ott Bs og 


¢And when you have embarked on the ship, you and whoever is 
with you, then say: ‘All the praise be to Allah, Who has saved 


(1 See volume five, the Tafsir of Sirah Hud (11:25). 
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us from the people who are wrongdoers.'> 
This is like the Ayah: 


2, Bee tee we “e et, II! Pret ee, osee og eee 
1) SS Ss USS Fah BEE EG 6 LENG willl G2 SS Sop 
G Wy wag t A ee 8 Oo dl oe IS ode BET 
Chae 2.44 
qe Snes 
¢and has appointed for you ships and cattle on which you ride: 
In order that you may mount on their backs, and then may 
remember the favor of your Lord when you mount thereon, and 
say: “Glory to Him Who has subjected this to us, and we could 


never have it (by our efforts). And verily, to Our Lord we 
indeed are to return!'’> [43:12-14] 


So, certainly, Nih adhered to what he was commanded, as 
Allah says elsewhere: 


tis OE HG Ket Je> 
¢And he said: “Embark therein: in the Name of Allah will be 
its (moving) course and its (resting) anchorage...'’>[11:41] 
So Nuh mentioned Allah at the beginning of his journey and 
at the end, and Allah said: 


ENN Eo OC Sie lf oS Sp 
¢And say: ‘My Lord! Cause me to land at a blessed landing 
place, for You are the Best of those who bring to land.’’> 


4559 HS 3 Sp 


<Verily in this, there are indeed Ayat,> means in this event, which 
is the saving of the believers and the destruction of the 
disbelievers there are signs, i.e., clear evidence and proof that 
the Prophets speak the truth in the Message they bring from 
Allah, may He be exalted, and that Allah does what He wills, 
and He is able to do all things and knows all things. 


4525 & 53> 


€for sure We are ever putting (men) to the test.» means, ‘We try 
Our servants by means of sending the Messengers.’ 
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€31. Then, after them, We created another generation .> 


432. And We sent to them a Messenger from among themselves 
(saying): ‘Worship Allah! You have no other God but Him. 
Will you not then have Taqwa?''> 


433. And the chiefs of his people who disbelieved and denied the 
meeting in the Hereafter, and whom We had given the luxuries 
and comforts of worldly life, said: ‘He is no more than a 
human being like you, he eats of that which you eat, and drinks 
of what you drink.’ 


434. “If you were to obey a human being like yourselves, then 
verily, you indeed would be losers."’> 


650 | Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


€35. ‘Does he promise you that when you have died and have 
become dust and bones, you shall come out alive?''> 


436. ‘Far, very far is that which you are promised!""> 


437. ‘'There is nothing but our life of this world! We die and 
we live! And we are not going to be resurrected!"’> 


438. "He is only a man who has invented a lie against Allah, 
and we are not going to believe in him.""> 


€39. He said: “O my Lord! Help me because they deny me.''> 
€40. (Allah) said: “In a little while, they are sure to be 
regretful .""> 

€41. So, the Sayhah!™ overtook them in truth, and We made 


them as rubbish of dead plants. So, away with the people who 
are wrongdoers.> 


The Story of ‘Ad or Thamiid 


Allah tells us that after the people of Nuh, He created another 
nation. It was said that this was ‘Ad, because they were the 
successors of the people of Nuh. Or it was said that they were 
Thamud, because Allah says: 


35 Sat ED 
<So, the Sayhah overtook them in truth.> 


Allah sent to them a Messenger from among themselves, and 
he called them to worship Allah Alone with no partner or 
associate, but they belied him, opposed him and refused to 
follow him because he was a human being like them, and they 
refused to follow a human Messenger. They did not believe in 
the meeting with Allah on the Day of Resurrection and they 
denied the idea of physical resurrection. They said: 
OSs ous B eke Sth GS hg A Sp 


siting aoe 


oT, Odes 


<Does he promise you that when you have died and have 
become dust and bones, you shall come out alive (resurrected)? 
Far, very far is that which you are promised!> 


(1 Meaning a loud shout of cry. See volume five, the Tafsir of Surah 
Had. 
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meaning, very unlikely. 
dice Ai b sil $y Bd 

¢He is only a man who has invented a lie against Allah,» 
meaning, ‘in the Message he has brought to you, and his 
warnings and promise of resurrection.’ 

C0 SG ST oS JE ey AED 
¢and we are not going to believe in him. He said: ''O my Lord! 
Help me because they deny me.’’> 


meaning, the Messenger prayed against his people and asked 
his Lord to help him against them. His Lord answered his prayer: 


4b GunS Ayal ub Ce SB 
<(Allah) said: “In a little while, they are sure to be 
regretful .’'> 
meaning, ‘for their opposition towards you and their stubborn 
rejection of the Message you brought to them.’ 


geil eat plats > 


€So, The Sayhah overtook them in truth,> 


meaning, they deserved that from Allah because of their 
disbelief and wrongdoing. The apparent meaning is that the 
Sayhah was combined with the furious cold wind, 


tris hag Vin oo At F ne 
<Destroying everything by the command of its Lord! So they 


became such that nothing could be seen except their dwellings!> 
[46:25] 
46d > 
¢and We made them as rubbish of dead plants .> 
means, they are dead and destroyed, like the scum and 
rubbish left by a flood, i.e., something insignificant and 
useless that is of no benefit to anyone. 
xeist 5a) 25 
€So, away with the people who are wrongdoers.> 
As Allah’s statement: 
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¢We wronged them not, but they were the wrongdoers.> 
[43:76] 
means, who are wrongdoers because of their disbelief and 
stubborn opposition to the Messenger of Allah, so let those 
who hear this beware of disbelieving in their mene 
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Lore 
€42. Then, after them, We created other generations .> 
¢43. No nation can advance their term, nor can they delay it.> 


<44. Then We sent Our Messengers in succession. Every time 
there came to a nation their Messenger, they denied him; so, 
We made them follow one another, and We made them as 
Ahadith. So, away with a people who believe not!> 


Mention of Other Nations 
Allah says: 
CGE B ast tS 


«Then, after them, We created other generations.» meaning, nations 
and peoples. 


CSE 5 Uy 3.5 
¢No nation can advance their term, nor can they delay it.> 


means, they are taken at the appropriate time, as decreed by 
Allah in His Book that is preserved with Him, before they were 
created, nation after nation, century after century, generation 
after generation, successors after predecessors. 


“ 2 rare ics os 
455 SS AY 
<Then We sent Our Messengers in succession .> 


Ibn ‘Abbas said, “(This means) following one another in 
succession.” This is like the Ayah: 


(0) At-Tabari 19:34. 
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¢And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger 
(proclaiming): “Worship Allah, and avoid Taghit (all false 
deities)."" Then of them were some whom Allah guided and of 
them were some upon whom the straying was justified> 
(16:36]. 


42 ae dfs io K> 


<Every time there came to a nation their Messenger, they 
denied him ;> 
meaning the greater majority of them. This is like the Ayah: 
CFSE aay BE YY US ot yds CIT fe Bossy 
¢Alas for mankind! There never came a Messenger to them but 
they used to mock at him.> [36:30] 


: agen peer tet> 


¢so We made them follow one another,» means, ‘We destroyed 
them,’ as Allah says: 


<e3 2 an & oy Sait a 2 CX ES 
¢And how many generations have We destroyed after Nih!> 
[17:17] 
0h wees 
¢and We made them as Ahadith> meaning, stories and lessons for 
mankind, as Allah says elsewhere: 


452 ¥ ES tl a> 
€so, We made them as tales (in the land), and We dispersed 
them all totally> [34:19]. 
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445. Then We sent Misa and his brother Hariin, with Our 
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Ayat and manifest authority,> 
446. To Fir‘awn and his chiefs, but they behaved insolently and 
they were people self-exalting (by disobeying their Lord) .> 


€47. They said: “Shall we believe in two men like ourselves, 
and their people are obedient to us with humility!''> 

€48. So, they denied them both and became of those who were 
destroyed .> 


449. And indeed We gave Miisa the Scripture, that they may 
be guided.» 


The Story of Misa, Peace be upon Him; and Fir‘awn 


Allah tells us that He sent Musa, peace be upon him, and his 
brother Harun to Fir‘awn and his chiefs with decisive evidence 
and definitive proof, but Fir‘awn and his people were too 
arrogant to follow them and obey their commands because 
they were human beings, just as previous nations had denied 
the Message of the human Messengers. They were of a similar 
mentality, so Allah destroyed Fir‘'awn and his chiefs, drowning 
them all in one day. He revealed the Book to Musa, i.e., the 
Tawrah, in which were rulings, commands and prohibitions, 
after He had destroyed Fir‘awn and the Egyptians and seized 
them with a punishment of the All-Mighty, All-Capable to 
carry out what He wills. After Allah revealed the Tawrah, Allah 
did not destroy any nation with an overwhelming calamity; 
instead, He commanded the believers to fight the disbelievers, 
as He says: 
HS) tlh Se UN i EU Oa Seah os CK Sp 
¢And indeed We gave Misa - after We had destroyed the 
generations of old - the Scripture as an enlightenment for 
mankind, and a guidance and a mercy, that they might 
remember .> [28:43] 


ED Bide \ -GXe, Cree Re Ererre Soe pete ogo ot Store 
Sys Bo po SES Sx Aah eo Gh ths> 
€50. And We made the son of Maryam and his mother as a 


sign, and We gave them refuge on a Rabwah, Dhat Qarar, and 
Ma‘in.> 
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‘Isa and Maryam 

Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger ‘Isa bin 
Maryam, peace be upon them both, and that He made them 
as a sign for mankind, i.e., definitive proof of His ability to do 
what He wills. For He created Adam without a father or a 
mother, He created Hawwa’ from a male without a female, and 
He created Isa from a female without a male, but He created 
the rest of mankind from both male and female. 


dod Bo oh A TG 
qand We gave them refuge on high ground, a place of rest, 
security and flowing streams. 


Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said: “Ar-Rabwah is a 
raised portion of land, which is the best place for vegetation to 
grow.”!!l This was also the view of Mujahid, ‘Ikrimah, Sa‘id bin 
Jubayr and Qatadah."! Ibn ‘Abbas said, 


<3 pid 
<Dhat Qarar>“A fertile place. 
dtd 
¢and Ma'in> means water running on the surface.”*! This was 
also the view of Mujahid, Ikrimah, Sa‘id bin Jubayr and 


Qatadah.'4! Mujahid said: “A level hill."5! Said bin Jubayr said 
that 


dtd 5 pip 
qDhat Qarar and Ma'in> means that water was flowing gently 
through it. Mujahid and Qatadah said: 
qt > 

¢and Ma‘in >» “Running water.” 
(1) Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 6 :100. 
[2] at-Tabari 5:536, 537. 
(3) At-Tabari 19:38. 
(41 At-Tabari 19:39. 
(1 At-Tabari 19:38. 
[6] At-Tabari 19:39. 
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Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Said bin Al-Musayyib: 
ty 3 oh A CID 

qand We gave them refuge on a Rabwah, Dhat Qarar and Ma'in.> 
“It is Damascus.”'! He said; “Something similar was also 
narrated from ‘Abdullah bin Salam, Al-Hasan, Zayd bin Aslam 
and Khalid bin Ma‘dan.” Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Tkrimah 
from Ibn ‘Abbas that this Ayah referred to the rivers of 
Damascus.! Layth bin Abi Sulaym narrated from Mujahid 
that the words; 


tis j CES 
qand We gave them refuge on a Rabwah,> 
referred to Isa bin Maryam and his mother when they sought 
refuge in Damascus and the flatlands around it.'*! 
‘Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Abu Hurayrah said: 


dys I oh ED A> 
€on a Rabwah, Dhat Qarar and Ma'in.>, “It is Ramlah in 
Palestine.” 


The most correct opinion on this matter is that which was 
reported by Al-‘Awfi from Ibn ‘Abbas, who said; 


sareree 


ts 2 95 gy dt en, 

dand We gave them refuge on a Rabwah, Dhat Qarar and 

Ma‘in .> 
“Ma‘n refers to running water, and is the river of which Allah 
mentioned: 

¢your Lord has provided a water stream under you .»”|19:24] 
Ad-Dahhak and Qatdadah said; 
dy oh ge Sp 
¢on a high ground, a place of rest, security and flowing streams.> 


(1) At-Tabari 19:37. 
2] al-Ourtubi 12 :126. 
13) Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 6 :100. 
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BRP Tt ee hat 3 volte 
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oS ae ddd or £747 ote s 27 4 2th nw Pa) 
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refers to Jerusalem. 
This - and Allah knows 
best - is the most 
apparent meaning, 
because it is mentio- 
ned in the other Ayah, 
and parts of the Qur’an 
explain other parts, so 


Yto 
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inte (cp GOANG IS 4: (jeg; ito interpret it by 


another Ayah, then the 
Sahih Hadiths, then 
other reports. 
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451. O Messengers! Eat of the Tayyibat and do righteous 
deeds. Verily, I am Well-Acquainted with what you do.> 

€52. And verily, this your religion is one religion, and I am 
your Lord, so have Taqwa."’> 

€53. But they have broken their religion among them into sects, 
each group rejoicing in what is with it.> 

454. So, leave them in their error for a time .> 

455. Do they think that in wealth and children with which We 
prolong them> 


456. We hasten unto them with good things. Nay, but they 
perceive not.> 


658 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
The Command to eat Lawful Food and to do Righteous 
Deeds 


Allah commands His servants and Messengers, peace be upon 
them all, to eat lawful food and do righteous deeds, which 
indicates that eating what is lawful helps one to do righteous 
deeds. The Prophets, peace be upon them, did this in the most 
perfect manner, and did all kinds of good deeds in words, 
actions, guidance and advice. May Allah reward them with 
good on behalf of the people. 


cbt 5. > 
¢Eat of the Tayyibat> Said bin Jubayr and Ad-Dahhak said, 
“This means lawful. In the Sahih it says: 
weit 5 Vg be 
(There is no Prophet who was not a shepherd.» 
They asked, “And you, O Messenger of Allah?” He said, 
G55 BY bts le wuesf LS ah 
Yes, I used to tend the sheep of the people of Makkah for a few 
Qirats 0 
In the Sahih, it says: 
toy G28 fe Yok SW prin ale 5515 Sp 
«Dawud, upon him be peace, used to eat from the earnings of 
his own hand .1!?! 


It was recorded in Sahih Muslim, Jami‘ At-Tirmidhi and 
Musnad Al-Imadm Ahmad —- from whom this version comes — 
that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “The 
Messenger of Allah 3 said: 


o ly Gehl af a oy ob yy Ge Y ob a ye gt 

theo sall 
‘O people, Allah is Tayyib and only accepts that which is 
Tayyib, and Allah commands the believers as He had 


"1 Al-Bukhari no. 2226, Ibn Majah 2:727. A Qirat is one-twentieth, or 
a bit more, of a Dinar. 


[2] Fath Al-Bari 4:355. 
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commanded the Messengers by saying : 


asd 


€or ib Sh Gy Eas be cot Oe Sot ed 
€O Messengers! Eat of the Tayyibat and do righteous deeds. 
Verily, I am Well-Acquainted with what you do.> [23:51] and 
GIS 6 oS on Ve than Set ED 
€O you who believe! Eat of the Tayyibat that We have provided 
you with>(2:172].» 


Then he mentioned how a man may travel on a long journey, 
dusty and unkempt, 


A 6 35 ply Shes ps hy ps ky ts Lahey 

WY SE BE O5 U5 Ge 
and his food, drink and clothing are unlawful, and he has 
nourished himself with what is unlawful, and he extends his 
hands towards the sky, saying, ‘O Lord, O Lord!’ - how can 


his prayer be answered.) At-Tirmidhi said that it is 
“Hasan Gharib.” 


The Religion of all the Prophets is Tawhid; and the 
Warning against splitting into different Groups 
55 A SEF ass By 


qAnd verily, this your religion is one religion,» means, ‘your 
religion, O Prophets, is one religion and one group, which is the 
call to worship Allah Alone with no partner or associate.’ Allah 
said: 


dosab 2d; tp 


<and I am your Lord, so have Taqwa.» We have already discussed 
this in Surat Al-Anbiya’?! The phrase 


ides ‘hp 
gone nation> is descriptive. 


"I Muslim 1:703, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8 :335, Ahmad 2:328. 
21 See volume six, the Tafsir of Strat Al-Anbiyd’ (21 :92). 
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05 25 onre AA (2 ial > 


But they have broken their siete among them into sects,» the 
nations to whom Prophets were sent. 


4555 pel Gy ye ¥D 


€each group rejoicing in what is with it.> 
means, they rejoice in their misguidance because they think 
that they are rightly-guided. Allah says, threatening and 
warning: 
468 5 Bip 
So, leave them in their error> meaning their misguidance, 


Line FY 
¢for a time.» means, until the appointed time of their 
destruction comes. This is like the Ayah: 
qn cal ¥. Sy pil Jap 

<So give a respite to the disbelievers; deal gently with them for 

a while .> [86:17] 
And Allah says: 

€:fo5ghs S55 TN gl Gees et pose 
<Leave them to eat and enjoy, and let them be preoccupied with 
(false) hope. They will come to know!> [15:3] 


qi Y J age 3 a ae Bos J JE oe “4 pag CH a pcal> 

€Do they think that in wealth and children with which We 

prolong them, We hasten unto them with good things. Nay, 

but they perceive not.> 
means, ‘do these deceived people think that what We give 
them of wealth and children is because they are honored and 
precious in Our sight? No, the matter is not as they claim 
when they say, 


<i Teoh’, iF U5 OS, WA Feet Bp 


We are more in wealth and in children, and we are not going 
to be punished .> [34:35] 
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But this thinking is wrong, and their hopes will be dashed. We 
only give those things to them in order to make them go 
further (in sin) and to give them more time.’ Allah says: 
digas ¥ SP 
<but they perceive not.> as He says elsewhere: 


code “<¢ ear mae ophe 


4GHl BAN AG pei) hy Gy A SS AGA as Sep 


<So, let not their wealth nor their children amaze you; in 
reality Allah's plan is to punish them with these things in the 
life of this world ...> [9:55] 


iy iiss A ys yp 
<We postpone the punishment only so that they may increase in 
sinfulness> {3:178]. 


ee BI bee we bh eters Me ree a Bete oe lone 


Si le ie op tec te ecece Me ate ee 8 9g wets 
qed gh Taran Yes ob EE Ld, OR 4 oi 


<Then leave Me Alone with such as belie this Qur'an. We shall 
punish them gradually from directions they perceive not. And | 
will grant them a respite.» [68:44-45] 


Wn ee eee wee Or 
wildy Cle ony Bip 


¢Leave Me Alone (to deal) with whom I created lonely.> until 
His saying: 
diz 
dopposing> [74:11-16] 
des 18s AE Cae BE A SG YG MG 
€And it is not your wealth, nor your children that bring you 


nearer to Us, but only he who believes, and does righteous 
deeds...> [34:37] 


And there are many other Aydt which say similar things. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘td said, “The 
Messenger of Allah 2% said: 
fh GO ad at Sy S55 3F SS cd GS ASSET Ke od a Sp 
55 3,0 to hel yah Sst yy Vy un Ube Wy ea Se 
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9oe 


5 Bids Ui pi Be A oy oe ily I 


5 

Gq 
Sere 
f 


Foaper Caan ta 
wlasiss ate Zak 


tAllah has distributed your behavior to you just as He has 
distritbuted your provision. Allah gives the things of this world 
to those whom He loves ind those whom He does not love, but 
He only gives religious commitment to those whom He loves. 
Whoever is given religious commitment by Allah is loved by 
Him. By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, no servant truly 
submits until his heart and his tongue submit, and he does not 
truly believe until his neighbor is safe from his harm.» 


They said, ‘What is his harm, O Messenger of Allah?’ He said, 
No a3 5 A505 Se GES ps ty, Vu ke L8 V5 ttiby Un 
Yat by Ot fy 3515 SU Vy gb GLE YG ee Sy Ghd 

Sesh A ¥ ESS cal eg Au 35 eu yt AS 
‘His wrongdoing and misbehavior. No person who earns 
unlawful wealth and spends it will be blessed in that; if he 
gives it in charity, it will not be accepted from him and if he 
leaves it behind (when he dies), it will be his provision in the 
Fire. Allah does not wash away an evil deed with another, but 
he washes away evil deeds with good deeds, for impurity cannot 
wash away with another impurity »p!") 


A SSG seed a SG 4 lS est oo KEE Gb Sat gD 

SEN Rises ayo SGA is pes ihe COR SI OEY ogy 
die 15 Bl GES 

457. Verily, those who live in awe for fear of their Lord ;> 

458. And those who believe in the Aydt of their Lord ;> 

459. And those who join not anyone as partners with their 

Lord ;> 


460. And those who give that which they give with their hearts 


a Ahmad 1:387. The authentic narration of this text is from Ibn 
Mas‘td not the Prophet 3. 
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full of fear, because they are sure to return to their Lord.> 


€61. It is these who hasten in the good deeds, and they are 
foremost in them .> 


Description of the People of Good Deeds 
GALE gh AEE oF oh Salt p> 


<Verily, those who live in awe for fear of their Lord ;> 


means, even though they have reached the level of Jnsdn and 
have faith and do righteous deeds, they are still in awe of 
Allah and fear Him and His hidden plans for them, as Al-Hasan 
Al-Basri said, “The believer combines Ihsan with awe, while the 
disbelievers combine evil deeds with a sense of security.”!"! 


€And those who believe in the Aydt of their Lord ;> 


means, they believe in His universal and legislative signs, as 
Allah says about Maryam, peace be upon her: 
4425 U5 ec S555) 
and she testified to the truth of the Words of her Lord, and 
His Scriptures> [66:12], 


meaning that she believed that whatever existed was by the 
will and decree of Allah, and that whatever Allah decreed, if it 
was a command, it would be something that He liked and 
accepted; if it was a prohibition, it would be something that 
He disliked and rejected; and if it was good, it would be true. 
This is like the Ayah: 


CECE pe 3 Slo 
¢And those who join not anyone (in worship) as partners with 
their Lord ;> 


meaning, they do not worship anyone or anything else besides 
Him, but they worship Him Alone and know that there is no 
god except Allah Alone, the One, the Self-Sufficient Master, 
Who does not take a wife or have any offspring, and there is 


"'l At-Tabari 19:45. 
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4 oS peed om et er 65 8 ee 
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7 = 


Cs casts ihc FB Eel 
¢And those who give that which they give with their hearts full 
of fear...> 


Are these the ones who steal and commit Zind and drink 
alcohol while fearing Allah?” The Messenger of Allah 3 replied: 


z 
3 


As Ghats Ais lat git sy ght 24 GS Ia Gh 
‘No, O daughter of Abu Bakr. O daughter of As-Siddig, the 
one who prays, fast and gives in charity, fearing Allah»! 


('l Ahmad 6:159. 
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This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded 
something similar in which the Prophet #% said: 
Vi SUS hy Shady 5,055 otal gilt iss pha 2h ove 
idl 956% ASD ee 
‘No, O daughter of As-Siddiq, they are the ones who pray and 


fast and give in charity while fearing that it will not be accepted 
from them, €It is these who hasten in the good deeds .>» 


This is also how Ibn ‘Abbas, Muhammad bin Ka‘b Al-Qurazi 
and Al-Hasan Al-Basri interpreted this Ayah.!"! 
5G cab SME HH By Be OS GG tes ce OK ip 
po I ih CE Ty GE SL Go OS ok of IGS ie Y 
CAE Fa oy SE SASS Sa 
¢62. And We task not any person except according to his 


capacity, and with Us is a Record which speaks the truth, and 
they will not be wronged .> 


¢63. Nay, but their hearts are covered from this, and they have 
other deeds, besides which they are doing .> 


<64. Until when We seize those of them who lead a luxurious 
life with punishment; behold, they make humble invocation 
with a loud voice .> 


€65. Invoke not loudly this day! Certainly you shall not be 
helped by Us.> 


466. Indeed My Ayat used to be recited to you, but you used 
to turn back on your heels .> 


€67. In pride, talking evil about it by night.» 


The Justice of Allah and the Frivolity of the Idolators 


Allah tells us of His justice towards His servants in this world, 
in that He does not task any person except according to his 
capacity, i.e., He does not burden any soul with more than it 
can bear. On the Day of Resurrection He will call them to 


U1 At-Tabari 19:45, 46. 
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account for their deeds, which He has recorded in a written 
Book from which nothing is omitted. He says: 


4B Gui LS Gy 
¢and with Us is a Record which speaks the truth,> meaning, the 
Book of deeds 


Spd F aS 
¢and they will not be wronged.» means, nothing will be omitted 
from their record of good deeds. As for evil deeds, He will forgive 
and overlook many of them in the case of His believing 
servants. 


Then Allah says, denouncing the disbelievers and idolators of 
the Quraysh: 


452 3 pea JD 


«Nay, but their hearts are coveredy, meaning because of 
negligence and misguidance, 


465 
4from this.» means, the Qur’an which Allah revealed to His 
Messenger 38. 

| 4h G ph di oh IA Dy 

¢and they have other deeds, besides which they are doing .> 


Al-Hakam bin Aban narrated from Tkrimah, from Ibn ‘Abbas 
that 


454 yy 


4and they have other deeds,» means, evil deeds apart from that, 
i.e., Shirk, 


452 Gi a> 
4which they are doing.p means, which they will inevitably do.!! 


This was also narrated from Mujahid, Al-Hasan and others. ?! 
Others said that this phrase means: 


1) Ad-Durr A-Manthur 6 :107. 
[21 at-Tabari 19:49, Al-Qurtubi 12 :134. 
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tafe Gi ph BS oh ob Jt hp 
¢And they have other deeds, besides which they are doing.> It was 
decreed that they would do evil deeds, and they will inevitably 
do them before they die, so that the word of punishment may 
be justified against them. 

A similar view was narrated from Mugatil bin Hayyan, As- 
Suddi and ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam.''! This is a 
clear and appropriate meaning. We have already quoted from 
the Hadith of Ibn Mas‘td: 


5 SOK G Se Bab BA foe Jaa Jeo Oy kd gal 

MAIS (OH Sl oy ats Lesh ale 55 G3 
“By Him besides Whom there is no other God, a man may do 
the deeds of the people of Paradise until there is no more than a 
forearm's length between him and it, then the decree will 


overtake him and he will do the deeds of the people of Hell, then 
he will enter Hell. .»'! 


Se eo ot aeee (td 2006 me te 
CWS 5 QL ah GT Ty EP 
€Until when We seize those of them who lead a luxurious life 


with punishment; behold, they make humble invocation with a 
loud voice .> 


means, when the punishment and vengeance of Allah comes to 
those who are living a happy life of luxury in this world and 
overtakes them, 


os 


Sys oa UD 
¢behold, they make humble invocation with a loud voice.> 
means, they scream their calls for help. This is like the Aydt: 
qos TEI ES cs ARS ct st SIG 3555p 
¢And leave Me Alone (to deal) with the beliers, those who are 
in possession of good things of life. And give them respite for a 
little while. Verily, with Us are fetters, and a aging Fire.» 
(73:11-12] 
1] At-Tabari 19:50. 
71 Ahmad 1:382. 
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CE Se BGLII 95 of ald oe CAN S> 
«How many a generation have We destroyed before them! And 


they cried out when there was no longer time for escape.> 
[38:3] 
(Sy ve S oi ke p 
€Invoke not loudly this day! Certainly you shall not be helped 
by Us.> 
means, no one is going to save you from what has happened 
to you, whether you scream aloud or remain silent. There is no 


escape and no way out. It is inevitable: the punishment will surely 
come to you. Then Allah mentions the greatest of their sins: 


ESS Sad eS Se Js gan SK Sp 


<Indeed My Aydt used to be recited to you, but you used to 
turn back on your heels.> 


meaning, when you were called, you refused and resisted. 
get RG US yg WB oy ke $5 i gh A, Kip 
dh Ni 


<"This is because, when Allah Alone was invoked, you 

disbelieved, but when partners were joined to Him, you 

believed! So the judgment is only with Allah, the Most High, 

the Most Great!'’> [40:12] 

qBNE as 4 Kt 
<In pride, talking evil about it by night.> 

refers to the arrogant pride which the Quraysh felt because 
they believed themselves to be the guardians of the Ka‘bah, 
when in fact this was not the case. As An-Nasa'i said in his 
Tafsir of this Ayah in his Sunan: Ahmad bin Sulayman told us 
that ‘Ubaydullah told us from Israi_l, from ‘Abdul-Aila that he 
heard Sa‘id bin Jubayr narrating that Ibn ‘Abbas said, 


“Talking by late night became disapproved of when this Ayah 
was revealed: 


CBE Far ou, SYS 


¢In pride, talking evil about it by night .> 
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He said, “They boasted about the Ka‘bah and said, ‘We are its 
people who stay up talking at night.’ They used to boast and 
stay up and talk at night around the Ka‘bah. They did not 
use it for the proper purpose, and so in effect they had 
abandoned it.”!!! 

Ae Aes be 3A Oa mate ot j G BK A Sat 8s cp 


77Ge 


cb has Fi MAY Hi OH SL 'E y BE A was 
wid 28 as BS nS 8 aren aah i 
4 “a i eit 2 ou HT ht 
SB WSS sii - re, Spay Y i 5b We pt yore 
EAS pe GT 2 od pe OG 
€68. Have they not pondered over the Word, or has there come 
to them what had not come to their fathers of old?> 
€69. Or is it that they did not recognize their Messenger so 
they deny him?> 
€70. Or they say: There is madness in him? Nay, but he 
brought them the truth, but most of them are averse to the 
truth .> 
¢71. And if Al-Haqq had followed their desires, verily, the 
heavens and the earth, and whosoever is therein would have 
been corrupted! Nay, We have brought them their reminder, 
but they turn away from their reminder .> 


€72. Or is it that you ask them for some Kharj? But the 
recompense of your Lord is better, and He is the Best of those 
who give sustenance .> 


€73. And certainly, you call them to the straight path.> 


¢74, And verily, those who believe not in the Hereafter are 
indeed deviating far astray from the path.> 


€75. And though We had mercy on them and removed the 
distress which is on them, still they would obstinately persist in 
their transgression, wandering blindly .> 


(0) An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubré 6:412. 
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Refutation and Condemnation of the Idolators 


Allah denounces the idolators for not understanding the 
Qur’a4n or contemplating its meaning, and for turning away 
from it, even though they had been addressed specifically in 
this Book which Allah did not reveal to any Messenger more 
perfect and noble, and especially since no Book or warner had 
come to their forefathers who had died during the Jahiliyyah. 
What these people, upon whom the blessing had been 
bestowed, should have done, was to accept it and give thanks 
for it, and try to understand it and act in accordance with it 
night and day, as was done by the wise ones among them who 
became Muslim and followed the Messenger 3%, may Allah be 
pleased with them. 


ial i 
¢Have they not pondered over the Word,> 


Qatadah said, “Because, by Allah, if the people had pondered 
the meaning and understood it properly, they would have 
found in the Qur’an a deterrent to disobeying Allah. But they 
only paid attention to the Aydt which are not entirely clear, 
and so they were destroyed because of that.”!!! 

Then Allah says, denouncing the disbelievers of the Quraysh: 


CHOSE AEBS AD 


<Or is it that they did not recognize their Messenger so they 
deny him?» 


means, ‘do they not recognize Muhammad and the honesty, 
trustworthiness and good character with which he grew up 
among them? Can they deny that or argue against it?’ Ja‘far 
bin Abi Talib said to An-Najashi, the king of Ethiopia: “O King, 
Allah has sent to us a Messenger whose lineage, honesty and 
trustworthiness are known to us.”! Al-Mughirah bin Shu‘bah 
said something similar to the deputy of Kisraé when he wanted 
to challenge him. When the Byzantine ruler Heraclius asked 
Abu Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb and his companions — who were 


(1 Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 6:110. 
(2) Ibn Hisham 1:357. 
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still disbelievers and had not yet become Muslim - about the 
characteristics, lineage, honesty and trustworthiness of the 
Prophet #%, they could only tell the truth and admit that he 
was indeed noble and truthful.!"! 


tes caer oe 
Cx oy S35 Tp 
€Or they say: There is madness in him?> 


This is a narration of what the Quraysh said about the 
Prophet ##. They said that he was making up the Qur’an by 
himself, or that he was crazy and did not know what he was 
saying. Allah tells us that their hearts did not believe that, 
they knew that what they were saying about the Qur’an was 
falsehood, for it had come to them from the Words of Allah 
and could not be resisted or rejected. So Allah challenged 
them and all the people of the world to produce something like 
it if they could - but they could not and would never be able 
to do so. So Allah says: 


CiaS Fh MES Sh ah ip 


«Nay, but he brought them Al-Hagq, but most of them are 
averse to the truth.> 


Truth does not follow Whims and Desires 
Allah says; 
455 ING ES oC AES SN SI Sp 
<And if Al-Hagq had followed their desires, verily, the heavens 
and the earth, and whosoever is therein would have been 
corrupted! 
Mujahid, Abu Salih and As-Suddi said, “Al-Haqq is Allah, may 
He be glorified.”*!_ What is meant by the Ayah is that if Allah 
had responded to the desires in their hearts and prescribed 
things accordingly, the heavens and the earth and whosoever is 
therein, would have been corrupted, i.e., because of their corrupt 
and inconsistent desires. As Allah says of fhem elsewhere: 


(l Fath ALBGri 1:42. 
2) at-Tabari 19:57, Al-Qurtubi 12:140. 
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47 oes 


CR pit EC og oS & SCH Us YD 


<'‘Why is not this Qur'an sent down to some great man of the 
two towns?''> [43:31] 


Then He says: 
ae crore eg 26 ob® 
45 EFS SLE lp 


Is it they who would portion out the mercy of your Lord?> 
[43:32] 


And Allah says: 
Siete coer Skt 6 wt vor cere chy et abt tS 
* dolinfi aS BON i 5 ats OS OS I J > 


€Say: “If you possessed the treasure of the mercy of my Lord, 
then you would surely hold back for fear of spending it.» 
[17:100], 


Corns HON SS TG oll Se S58 oh lb 


€Or have they a share in the dominion? Then in that case they 
would not give mankind even a Nagir.'! » [4:53] 


All of this goes to show how incapable mankind is and how 
divergent and inconsistent their ideas and desires are. Only 
Allah, may He be glorified, is Perfect in all His attributes, 
words, actions, laws, power and control of His creation, may 
He be exalted and sanctified. There is no God but He and no 
Lord besides Him. Then He says: 


€Nay, We have brought them their reminder,» meaning the Qur'an, 


ose 


<but they turn away from their reminder .> 


0) The speck on the back of a date stone. See the commentary of this 
Ayah in volume two. 
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The Prophet # does not ask for any payment, and he calls 
to the straight path. 


es fs By 


¢Or is it that you ask them for some Kharj?> Al-Hasan said, “A 
reward.”!'l Qatadah said, “Some payment.”"?! 


428 3 CD 


- €But the recompense of your Lord is better,> 


means, you are not asking for any wages or payment or 
anything for calling them to right guidance, rather you are 
hoping for a great reward from Allah, as He says: 


431 & YI oA jf aS RAE pu Kiko 


<Say : “Whatever wage I might have asked of you is yours. My 
wage is from Allah only."'> [34:47] 


diarigakiil 6 UG Al & ae Kel & Sip 


¢Say: ‘No wage do I ask of you for this, nor am I one of the 
pretenders ."'> [38:86] 


Cuil g HY oh KEI Bp 
<Say: ''No reward do I ask of you for this except to be kind to 
me for my kinship with you." > [42:23] 


oe ee 


KES Yn ah (AN as dé og 2 hl ai be ep 
<izi 
€And there came a man running from the farthest part of the 
town. He said: “‘O my people! Obey the Messengers. Obey 
those who ask no wages of you, and who are rightly guided ."’> 
[35:20-21] 
sal ge is Oph Y SM 4 Wp We § AAS yp 
CEG 
M At-Tabari 19:58. 
21 Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 6:110. 
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€And certainly, you call them to the straight path. And verily, 
those who believe not in the Hereafter are indeed deviating far 
astray from the path.> 


The Situation of the Disbelievers 
CEOS Moat J isl ois Yat ad 


€And verily, those who believe not in the Hereafter are indeed 
deviating far astray from the path.> 


meaning, they have gone astray and deviated. 
eAet os 


CSAS EE GU ZS ok age CEG pit Sd 


€And though We had mercy on them and removed the distress 
which is on them, still they would obstinately persist in their 
transgression, wandering blindly .> 


Here Allah tells of their stubbornness in their disbelief, in that 
even if He had removed the calamity from them and made 
them understand the Qur’an, they still would not follow it; 
they would still persist in their disbelief and stubborn 
transgression. This is like the Aydt: 
Cat BA OIG HN VE a St oe D> 

¢Had Allah known of any good in them, He would indeed have 

made them listen; and even if He had made them listen, they 

would but have turned away with aversion.» [8:23] 


& asl & OS OF HG RG BGG OE OF is | oF HD 

42 HEA OS 5 HB a Ak OF u Aig 
€And if (Lauw) you could but see when they will be held over 
the (Hell) Fire! They will say: ‘Would that we were but sent 
back (to the world)! Then we would not deny the Ayat of our 
Lord, and we would be of the believers!’’ Nay, it has become 
manifest to them what they had been concealing before. But if 
they were returned (to the world), they would certainly revert 
to that which they were forbidden .> [6:27-29] 


Until His statement: 


{Darr 
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€76. And indeed We seized them with punishment, but they 


humbled not themselves to their Lord, nor did they invoke with 
submission to Him.> 


€77. Until, when We open for them the gate of severe 
punishment, then lo! they will be plunged in despair .> 


€78. It is He Who has created for you hearing, eyes, and 
hearts. Little thanks you give.> 


€79. And it is He Who has created you on the earth, and to 
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Him you shall be gathered back.> 


¢80. And it is He Who gives life and causes death, and His is 
the alternation of night and day. Will you not then 
understand?> 


481. Nay, but they say the like of what the men of old said.» 


482. They said: ‘When we are dead and have become dust and 
bones, shall we be resurrected indeed?''> 


483. “Verily, this we have been promised - we and our fathers 
before! This is only (from) tales of the ancients!’’> 


Allah’s saying: 


(Gh Bit sy 
4And indeed We seized them with punishment, 
means, ‘We tried and tested them with difficulties and 
calamities.’ 
His saying: 
CEES pas DEES GP 
¢but they humbled not themselves to their Lord, nor did they 
invoke with submission to Him.> 
means, that did not deter them from their disbelief and 
resistance, rather they persisted in their sin and misguidance, 
GSE Gp 
<but they humbled not themselves> 
SSE 2 
qnor did they invoke (Allah) with submission to Him.» they did not 
call on Him. This is like the Ayah: 
ib £5 SG (27S CE Ase y Veep 
«When Our torment reached them, why then did they not 
humble themselves? But their hearts became hardened,» [6:43] 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Abu Sufyan 
came to the Messenger of Allah 3% and said, ‘O Muhammad, | 
ask you by Allah and by the ties of kinship between us, we 
have been reduced to eating camel hair and blood.’ Then Allah 
revealed, 
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Beet ee Aye ATG eee, 
: 1h <a peas! aly > 


And indeed We seized them with punishment, but they 
humbled not themselves .> 


This was also recorded by An-Nasai.''! The basis of this 
Hadith is in the Two Sahihs, where it says that the Messenger 
of Allah #2 prayed against the Quraysh when he could not 
make any headway with them, and he said, 


tO Allah, help me against them sending on them seven years 
(of famine) like the seven (years of drought) of Yiisuf.»'?! 


4 SLE od oh aad WE OW ale CSG Sd 


€Until, when We open for them the gate of severe punishment, 
then lo! they will be plunged in despair .> 


When the command of Allah reaches them and the Hour comes 
to them suddenly, and they are overtaken by the punishment of 
Allah which they were not expecting, then they will despair of 
any ease and goodness, and all their hopes will disappear. 


A reminder of the Blessings of Allah and His immense 
Power 


Then Allah mentions His blessings to His servants, in that He 
has given them hearing, sight and understanding through which 
they come to know things and draw lessons from them, the 
signs which attest to the Oneness of Allah and indicate that He 
is the One Who does what He wills and chooses what He wants. 


45S UC SuSy 


<Little thanks you give.» means, how little you thank Allah for 
the blessings He has given you. This is like the Ayah: 


Cea Es SH tl REN 5p 
¢And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it 
eagerly.» [12:103] 


1] An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubré 6:413. 
2] Fath ALBari 8 :435, Muslim 4 :2156. 
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Then Allah tells us about His great power and overwhelming 
authority, for He is the One Who originated creation and put 
people in all parts of the earth, with their different nations, 
languages and characteristics, then on the Day of Resurrection 
He will gather them all together, the first of them and the last, 
at a fixed time on a day appointed, and none will be left out, 
young or old, male or female, noble or insignificant, but all will 
be brought back as they were originally created. Allah said: 
os A lll SEP 

¢And it is He Who gives life and causes death,» meaning, He will 
bring the scattered bones back to life and cause the death of 
the nations, 


(065 hi Las 
<and His is the alternation of night and day.> 


meaning, by His command night and day are subjugated, each 
of them following the other and never departing from that 
pattern, as Allah says: 


45 Be IG AE IH GS poet 
dit is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor does the night 
outstrip the day>(36:40]. 


€5ju5 Sal> 


Will you not then understand?> means, do you not have minds 
that tell you of the Almighty, All-Knowing to Whom all things 
are subjugated, Who has power over all things and to Whom all 
things submit? 


The Idolators thought that Resurrection after Death 
was very unlikely 

Then Allah tells us about those who denied the resurrection, 
who were like the disbelievers who came before them: 


‘3 a7 vs 3S a a Ta Ake A el we th we 
ES ths 02 tay Gh 61 i OI JO UL Ue 


«Nay, but they say the like of what the men of old said. They 
said: “When we are dead and have become dust and bones, 
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shall we be resurrected indeed?’’> 


They thought it very unlikely that this would happen after 
they had disintegrated into nothing. 


45591 AWS Vy TS IS OS Gos 32 ag ap 


<"Verily, this we have been promised - we and our fathers 
before (us)! This is only the tales of the ancients!''> 


This means, “It is impossible that we could be brought back. 
This was said by those who learned it from the books and 
disputes of the ancients.” This denial and rejection on their 
part is like the Ayah where Allah tells us about them: 


a SB a res ss oe Gs pa i Te ig 15 as 36 ame Che Cy bap 

qth 
<Even after we are crumbled bones?" They say: “It would in 
that case, be a return with loss!"’ But it will be only a single 


Zajrah,""| When behold, they find themselves on the surface of 
the earth alive after their death.» [79:11-14] 


te fee Ce ene a: ede td 
- 


ob EO a Wi Sek Bp aE Scaft iy 
KS Hs BUG ol ye FAL oy a Ay ie Ae 
dae ie git 


<Does not man see that We have created him from Nutfah .?! 
Yet behold he (stands forth) as an open opponent. And he puts, 
forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own creation. He says: 
‘Who will give life to these bones after they are rotten and have 
become dust?” Say: “He will give life to them Who created 
them for the first time! And He is the All-Knower of every 
creation!"'> [36:77-79] 

ik 8 3 3 Ske MAS Be oy G3 os ANI gl wd 


77% i ao oe 


G5 a sic mal pall 25 gal ol Ss & 


''l See the comments on Surat An-Nazi‘at (79:13) and Surat As-Saffat 


37:19. 


This was explained earlier. See Stirat Al-Hajj (22:4), and Surat Al- 
Mu’mintin (23:13). 


(2} 
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€84. Say: ‘'Whose is the earth and whosoever is therein? If you 
know!" 


€85. They will say: “It is Allah's!" Say: “Will you not then 
remember ?"'> 


486. Say: “Who is (the) Lord of the seven heavens, and (the) 
Lord of the Great Throne?"'> 


€87. They will say: “Allah.” Say: “Will you not then have 
Taqwa?"’> 

€88. Say: “In Whose Hand is the sovereignty of everything? 
And He protects, while against Whom there is no protector, if 
you know?"'> 


€89. They will say: ‘(All that belongs) to Allah." Say: ‘How 
then are you deceived and turn away from the truth?''> 


€90. Nay, but We have brought them the truth, and verily, 
they are liars.> 


The Idolators believe in Tawhid Ar-Rubibiyyah, which 
requires them to believe in Tawhid Al-Ulahiyyah 


Allah states that the fact that He is One and that He is 
independent in His creation, control, dominion and guides one 
to realize that there is no God except Him and that none 
should be worshipped except Him Alone, with no partner or 
associate. He tells His Messenger Muhammad x to say to the 
idolators who worship others besides Him, even though they 
admit His Lordship, that He has no partner in Lordship. But 
despite this they still attributed partners in divinity to Him, 
and worshipped others besides Him even though they 
recognized the fact that those whom they worshipped could 
not create anything, did not own anything, nor do they have 
any control over anything. However, they still believed that 
these creatures could bring them closer to Allah, 


4H Sy Bids Sy pe OD 


<We worship them only that they may bring us near to Allah> 
[39:3]. 
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So Allah says: 
43 5 ONT 5 id 
€Say: ‘Whose is the earth and whosoever is therein?"'> 


meaning, “Who is the Owner Who has created it and whatever is 
in it of animals, plants, fruits and all other kinds of creation?” 


da A ta) OAS ee a> 
<"If you know!" They will say: ‘It is Allah's!) means, they will 


admit that this belongs to Allah Alone with no partner or 
associate. If that is the case, 


SAS 


<Say: ‘Will you not then remember?"’> that none should be 
worshipped except the Creator and Provider. 


458 blll Bl SG yal ogeal Ss Bp 


<Say: ‘'Who is Lord of the seven heavens, and Lord of the 
Great Throne?''> 


means, “Who is the Creator of the higher realm with its 
planets, lights and angels who submit to Him in all regions 
and in all directions? Who is the Lord of the Great Throne, 
which is the highest of all created things?” 

Allah says here: 


€el pali Sy 


¢and Lord of the Great Throne>, meaning the Mighty Throne. At 
the end of the Surah, Allah says: 


dS) oi SS 


¢the Lord of the Supreme Throne!» [23:116], meaning splendid 
and magnificent. The Throne combines the features of height 
and vastness with splendor and magnificence. This is why it 
was said that it is made of red rubies. Ibn Mas‘dd said, “There 
is no night or day with your Lord, and the light of the Throne is 
from the Light of His Face.”!! 


0) Al-‘Azamah no. 147, by Abu Ash-Shaykh. This narration is not 
authentic, however Muslim recorded a Hadith from the Prophet 34 
that is somewhat similar in meaning. See the Book of Faith, the 
chapter ; “Did the Prophet # see his Lord?” Hadith no. 445. 
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Cc SG Fb Sim > 
<They will say: “Allah.” Say: “Will you not then have 
Taqwa?" 
meaning, since you admit that He is the Lord of the heavens 
and the Lord of the Mighty Throne, will you not fear His 
punishment for worshipping others besides Him and 
associating others with Him? 
458 be ESE ot & Gp 


Say: ‘In Whose Hand is the sovereignty of everything?’'> 
i-e., sovereignty is in His Hands. 


dik, ek BY a oD 
There is not a moving creature but He has grasp of its 
forelock> [11:56]. 


meaning, He has control over it. The Messenger of Allah # 
used to say, 


Sods we silly Ye 
«By the One in Whose hand is my soul.» When he swore an oath, 
he would say, 
no lili 1 Vo 
«By the One Who turns over (controls) the hearts.» 
He, may He be glorified, is the Creator, the Sovereign, the 
Controller, 
43 55 Ky 5 tA WY AA SP 
«And He protects (all), while against Whom there is no 
protector, if you know?> 


Among the Arabs, if a leader announced his protection to a 
person, no one could go against him in that, yet no one could 
offer protection against that leader. Allah says: 
445 eS ne ts 
¢And He protects (all), while against Whom there is no 
protector,> 


meaning, He is the greatest Master, and there is none greater 
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than Him. His is the power to create and to command, and 
none can overturn or oppose His ruling. What He wills 
happens, and what He does not, will not happen. Allah says: 
RNS hy Ke JES I> 

¢He cannot be questioned about what He does, while they will 

be questioned .» [21:23] 
He cannot be asked about what He does because of His 
greatness, Pride, overwhelming power, wisdom and justice, but 
all of His creation will be asked about what they did, as Allah 
says: 

4S BC Ge ovgert YA eS > 
¢So, by your Lord, We shall certainly call all of them to 
account. For all that they used to do.> (15:92-93} 


45 SME 
<They will say: ‘'(All that belongs) to Allah.’'> 


means, they will admit that the Almighty Master Who protects 
all while against Him there is no protector is Allah Alone, with 
no partner or associate. 


cist SB 
<Say: ‘How then are you deceived and turn away from the 
truth?" > 


means, how can your minds accept the idea of worshipping 
others besides Him when you recognize and acknowledge that? 
Then Allah says: 


€5i, esl Sd 


<Nay, but We have brought them the truth,> 


which is the declaration that there is no god worthy of worship 
besides Allah, and the establishment of clear, definitive and 
sound proof to that effect, 


qand verily, they are liars.» means, in their worship of others 
alongside Allah when they have no evidence for doing so, as 
Allah says at the end of this Surah: 
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€And whoever invokes, 
besides Allah, any other 
god, of whom he has no 
proof; then his reckoning 
is only with his Lord. 
Surely, the disbelievers 
will not be successful .> 
(23:117] 

The idolators have no 
evidence for what they 
are doing, which has 
led them into lies and 
misguidance. Rather 
they are following 
their forefathers and 
predecessors who 
were confused and 
ignorant, as Allah 
describes them: 
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<"We found our fathers following a certain way and religion, 
and we will indeed follow their footsteps.’’> [43:23] 
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€91. No son (or offspring) did Allah beget, nor is there any god 
along with Him. (If there had been many gods), then each god 
would have taken away what he had created, and some would 
have tried to overcome others! Glorified be Allah above all that 
they attribute to Him! 


Stirah 23. Al-Mu'mintin (91-92) (Part-18) 685 


492. All-Knower of the unseen and the seen! Exalted be He 
over all that they associate as partners to Him!> 


Allah has no Partner or Associate 


Allah declares Himself to be above having any child or partner 
in dominion, control and worship. He says: 


wd Boe oe ree 
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¢No son did Allah beget, nor is there any god along with Him. 
(If there had been many gods), then each god would have taken 
away what he had created, and some would have tried to 
overcome others .> 


meaning, if it were decreed that there should be a plurality of 
deities, each of them would have exclusive control over 
whatever he had created, so there would never be any order in 
the universe. But what we see is that the universe is ordered 
and cohesive, with the upper and lower realms connected to 
one another in the most perfect fashion. 
C5 9 St OO 
€you can see no fault in the creation of the Most Gracious} 
[65:3]. 

Moreover, if there were a number of gods, each of them would 
try to subdue the other with enmity, and one would prevail 
over the other. This has been mentioned by the scholars of 
‘im-ul-Kalam,"| who discussed it using the evidence of mutual 
resistance or counteraction. This idea states that if there were 
two or more creators, one would want to make a body move 
while the other would want to keep it immobile, and if neither 
of them could achieve what they wanted, then both would be 
incapable, but the One Whose existence is essential |i-e., Allah] 
cannot be incapable. It is impossible for the will of both .to be 
fulfilled because of the conflict. This dilemma only arises when 
a plurality of gods is suggested, so it is impossible for there to 
be such a plurality, because if the will of one is fulfilled and 


(11 4 term used to denote the discipline of the Muslim scholars who 
utilized philosophy in their teachings. 
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not the other, the one who prevails will be the one whose 
existence is essential (i.e., God) and the one who is prevailed 
over will be merely possible (i.e., he is not divine), because it is 
not befitting for the one to be defeated whose existence is 
essential. Allah says: 


arene 


Gane gh OSE ae esa} 
¢and some would have tried to overcome others! Glorified be 
Allah above all that they attribute to Him!> 


meaning, high above all that the stubborn wrongdoers say 
when they claim that He has a son or partner. 


45456 ait Asp 
¢All-Knower of the unseen and the seen!» means, He knows what 
is hidden from His creatures and what they see. 
dijeod Ce JoS> 
¢Exalted be He over all that they associate as partners to Him!> 


means, sanctified and glorified and exalted be He above all 
that the wrongdoers and liars say. 


He G5 (eiSuell YSail Ly Gictd SG SF hcl 0 55 OY SS aap 

Vig 6 td 22 at LN oh gt abe IS Gay 
4 oat TSS Hy Leh intl oe be A Sh 
493. Say: “My Lord! If You would show me that with which 
they are threatened,’ 


494. “My Lord! Then, put me not amongst the people who are 
the wrongdoers."'> 


495. And indeed We are able to show you that with which We 
have threatened them .> 


496. Repel evil with that which is better. We are best- 
acquainted with the things they utter .> 


€97. And say: ‘My Lord! I seek refuge with You from the 
whisperings of the Shayatin .""> 

498. ‘And I seek refuge with You, My Lord! lest they should 
come near me.""> 


- “v 


Jj 
He 
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The Command to call on Allah when Calamity strikes, to 
repel Evil with that which is better, and to seek refuge 
with Allah 

Allah commands His Prophet Muhammad # to call on Him 
with this supplication when calamity strikes: 


dials, 6 5p SD | 
<My Lord! If You would show me that with which they are 
threatened .> 

meaning, ‘if You punish them while I am witnessing that, then 

do not cause me to be one of them.’ As was said in the Hadith 

recorded by Imam Ahmad and At-Tirmidhi, who graded it 

Sahih: 


0g ge 5b US 5S BS 6k SS5T Bye 


lf You want to test people, then take me to You [cause me to 
die] without having to undergo the test .»!") 


ISK OD 
¢And indeed We are able to show you that with which We have 


threatened them .> 


means, ‘if We willed, We could show you the punishment and 
test that We will send upon them.’ 

Then Allah shows him the best way to behave when mixing 
with people, which is to treat kindly the one who treats him 
badly, so as to soften his heart and turn his enmity to 
friendship, and to turn his hatred to love. Allah says: 


dah Sl Sh id 
<Repel evil with that which is better.» This is like the Ayah: 
Ge ts OAS 5 AE Se Hs ee weal WE Soot Ge Ib Gastd 
iis Sail 


<Repel (the evil) with one which is better, then verily he, 
between whom and you there was enmity, (will become) as 
though he was a close friend. But none is granted it except 


Adee 


qi aH (245 U 


(] Ahmad 5:243, Tuhfat AlLAhwadhi 9 :108. 


688 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
those who are patient> [41:34-35]. 
meaning, nobody will be helped or inspired to follow this 
advice or attain this quality, 
dike Sail > 
<except those who are patient» meaning, those who patiently bear 
people’s insults and bad treatment and deal with them in a 


good manner when they are on the receiving end of bad 
treatment from them. 


tke KE A Et 

qand none is granted it except the owner of the great portion» 
means, in this world and the Hereafter. 
And Allah says: 

<High 5S 5 55 SD 

€And say: “My Lord! I seek refuge with You from the 

whisperings of the Shayatin .’"> 
Allah commanded him to seek refuge with Him from the 
Shayatin, because no trick could help you against them and 
you cannot protect yourself by being kind to them. We have 
already stated, when discussing Isti‘ddhah (seeking refuge),|!! 
that the Messenger of Allah #% used to say, 

C48s 9 AaB S oS Lye ar NI OLE Sys pli eel wit, Soh 
«] seek refuge with Allah, the All-Hearing, All-Seeing, from the 


accursed Shayatin, from his whisperings, evil suggestions and 
insinuations 0!" 


His saying: 
dwindle Fs ay Lely 
<"And I seek refuge with You, My Lord! lest they should come 
near me.''> 


means, in any issue of my life. So we are commanded to 
mention Allah at the beginning of any undertaking, in order to 
ward off the Shaydtin at the time of eating, intercourse, 


(1 See volume one, prior to the Tafsir of Strat Al-Fatihah. 
2] abu Dawud 1:490. 
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slaughtering animals for food, etc. Abu Dawud recorded that 
the Messenger of Allah # used to say: 
Sp Hy SBS BAIN 5 Sat Ge Hy S215 egal Sy 2 A pe 
tol Be Statin bis ot 
tO Allah, I seek refuge with You from old age, I seek refuge 
with You from being crushed or drowned, and I seek refuge 


with 4 a from being assaulted by the Shaydtin at the time of 
death .»" 


vary Ye L6G 5 ye jai ja eae oy 56 ry A at te 1 a> 

~ the op Fe 

Se Rao oe dl oe rt ee 

¢99. Until, when death comes to one of them, he says: “My 
Lord! Send me back,''> 


€100. ‘So that I may do good in that which I have left 
behind!"’ No! (Kalla) It is but a word that he speaks; and in 
front of them is Barzakh until the Day when they will be 
resurrected .> 


The Disbelievers’ Hope when death approaches 


Allah tells us about what happens when death approaches one 
of the disbelievers or one of those who have been negligent 
with the commands of Allah. He tells us what he says and 
how he asks to come back to this world so that he can rectify 
whatever wrongs he committed during his lifetime. Allah says: 


t% 2G us JS Gi ety o> 
<"‘My Lord! Send me back, so that I may do good in that which 
I have left behind!’ No!> 
This is like the Aydt: 
qo5i Sah ci S $3 ot AES oe Vaal > 


<And spend of that with which We have provided you before 
death comes to one of you,> 


until His saying: 


('! Abu Dawud 2:194. 
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CGE & BE bp 
¢And Allah is All-Aware caf sha you do> [63:10-11] 


q215K 03 t sh as at sal5> 


€And warn mankind of the Day when the torment will come 
unto them> 


4585905 of al UD 

. upto His saying; . 
that you would not leave (the world for the Hereafter).> 
[14:44] 

And His saying: 


EE yy LG iy 1 SK SI 05 Sail J Lab Se > 
(35 6 oS BES AU ats 

<On the Day the event is finally fulfilled, those who neglected 
it before will say: ‘'Verily, the Messengers of our Lord did 
come with the truth, now are there any intercessors for us that 
they might intercede on our behalf? Or could we be sent back so 
that we might do deeds other than those deeds which we used to 
do?"'> [7:53] 

And: 


ore ve ve “a 


ew Cael Cngtey gra [eds Pay ae ome ig i apse 3} % Sy 
4WSHy by ys 
€And if you only could see when the criminals shall hang their 
heads before their Lord (saying): ‘Our Lord! We have now seen 
and heard, so send us back, that we will do righteous good 
deeds. Verily, we now believe with certainty.""> (32:12) 
And; 


tos nt ee oh oe ew 


465 356, JR Vy 33 GE YS LO Fi iis 3, oF Hd 


€If you could but see when they will be held over the (Hell) 
Fire! They will say: ‘Would that we were but sent back! Then 
we would not deny the Ayat of our Lord..."> 


until His saying; 
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4HE330 oe > 


¢And indeed they are as [6:27-28] 
4s ot (AG IE OO OD OS Sut > 


<And you will see the wrongdoers, when they behold the 
torment, they will say: ‘Is there any way of return?’’> [42:44] 


4S ot > ISG Gd, Reb gc Ca) oti ei iMé> 


<They will say: “Our Lord! You have made us to die twice, 
and You have given us life twice! Now we confess our sins, 
then is there any way to get out?’'> [40:11] 


and the Ayah after it: 


“hs «. 


% Si DiS ee oil BOS LACAN Ya Spy pay> 
CM aS o Snes 05 56 Fatt SKS ¢ 8% op a3 Ene, 


> ee 


<Therein they will cry: “Our Lord! Bring us out, we shall do 
righteous good deeds, not what we used to do." (Allah will 
reply:) “Did We not give you lives long enough, so -that 
whosoever would receive admonition could receive it? And the 
warner came to you. So taste you (the evil of your deeds). For 
the wrongdoers there is no helper.’’» (35:37} 


Allah says that they will ask to go back, when death 
approaches, on the Day of Resurrection, when they are 
gathered for judgment before the Compeller (Allah) and when 
they are in the agonies of the punishment of Hell, but their 
prayer will not be answered. Here Allah says: 


bp my G+ ve See 


€ULG fo OF Gi] WD 
€No! It is but a word that he speaks ;> 


The word Kalla (No!) is a word that is used to rebuke, and the 
meaning is: “No, We will not respond to what he asks for and 
We will not accept it from him.” 


CUA 52 EK yD 
<It is but a word that he speaks> 


refers to his asking to go back so that he can do righteous 
deeds; this is just talk on his part, it would not be accompanied 
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by any action. If he were to go back, he would not do any 
righteous good deeds, he is merely lying, as Allah says: 
CLS py Be HE US SD 
<But if they were returned, they would certainly revert to that 
which they were forbidden. And indeed they are liars> (6:28). 


Qatadah said: “By Allah he will not wish to go back to his 
family and tribe, or to accumulate more of the things of this 
world or satisfy his desires, but he will wish that he could go 
back to do acts of obedience to Allah. May Allah have mercy 
on a man who does that which the disbeliever will wish he 
had done when he sees the punishment of Hell.” 


Barzakh and Punishment therein 


EAS 5S EF paghs od 
and in front of them is Barzakh until the Day when they will 
be resurrected .> 
Abu Salih and others said that: 
ashy ord 

¢and in front of them) means before them. Mujahid said, Al- 
Barzakh is a barrier between this world and the Hereafter. 
Muhammad bin Ka’b said, “Al-Barzakh is what is between this 
world and the Hereafter, neither they are the people of this 
world, eating and drinking, nor are they with the people of the 
Hereafter, being rewarded or punished for their deeds.” Abu 
Sakhr said, “Al-Barzakh refers to the graves. They are neither 
in this world nor the Hereafter, and they will stay there until 
the Day of Resurrection.”!! 


tal 


8ey ¢ 
€e5> pags ooo? 


<and in front of them is Barzakh>. In these words is a threat to 
those wrongdoers at the time of death, of the punishment of 
Barzakh. This is similar to the Aydt: 


CEE adh oid 
<In front of them there is Hell» [45:10]. 


(1) Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 6:116. 
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qand in front of him will be a great torment» [14:17]. 
45k oe ID 
quntil the Day when they will be resurrected>. 


means, he will be punished continually until the Day of 
Resurrection, as it says in the Hadith: 


ls Gis jy tT) 

«He will continue to be punished in it.» meaning, in the earth.!"! 
bab Roy SE YE Gags ee OCS i Lg 2b > 
Mes MS at OS Ly is re Aw oS 

qu Gu a 5 tat eds Aah ota 
4101. Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will be no 


kinship among them that Day, nor will they ask of one 
another .> 


4102. Then, those whose Scales (of good deeds) are heavy, 
these! they are the successful.» 


€103. And those whose Scales (of good deeds) are light, they 
are those who lose themselves, in Hell will they abide .> 


4104. The Fire will burn their faces, and therein they will grin, 
with displaced lips (disfigured) .> 


The sounding of the Trumpet and the weighing of Deeds 
in the Scales. 


Allah says that when the Trumpet is blown for the 
Resurrection, and the people rise from their graves, 


4EE GS gh HEE SCS Sip 
¢there will be no kinship among them that Day, nor will they 
ask of one another .> 
meaning that lineage will be of no avail on that Day, and a 
father will not ask about his son or care about him. Allah says: 


0) Tyhfat Al-Ahwadhi 4 :183. 
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Gye pte 8S og bon 
ere, OLE La i Yd 


¢And no friend will ask a friend (about his condition), though 
they shall be made to see one another> [70:10-1 1]. 


meaning, no relative will ask about another relative, even if he 
can see him and even if he is carrying a heavy burden. Even if 
he was the dearest of people to him in this world, he will not 
care about him or take even the slightest part of his burden 
from him. Allah says: 


That Day shall a man flee from his brother. And from his 
mother and his father. And from his wife and his children.> 
[80:34-36] 
Ibn Mas‘td said, “On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will 
gather the first and the last, then a voice will call out, 
‘Whoever is owed something by another, let him come forth 
and take it.” And a man will rejoice if he is owed something or 


had been mistreated by his father or child or wife, even if it is 
little.” This is confirmed in the Book of Allah, where Allah says: 


osc 7 


CSE G ass WE CON 36 Li 9 Se Gy 
Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will be no kinship 
among them that Day, nor will they ask of one another .> 
This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim.!"! 
Sill BAS Mays ct os 
Then, those whose Scales are heavy, these! they are the 


successful .> 


means, the one whose good deeds outweigh his bad deeds, 
even by one. This was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas.!?! 


digest (a Asp 
<they are the successful.» means, those who have attained victory 


and been saved from Hell and admitted to Paradise. Ibn ‘Abbas 
said, “These are the ones who have attained what they wanted 


Ol At-Tabari 19:72. 
!2) Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 6 :418. 
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and been saved from an evil from which there is no escape.” 
BS fo 8 Ee 


aay a ey) 


¢And those whose Scales are light,» means, their evil deeds 
outweigh their good deeds. 


4.223 245 nae 4 35 Saiky 


they are those who lose themselves,> 


means, they are doomed and have ended up with the worst 
deal. Allah says: 


45h 4.0 ter we oP 


din Hell will they abide.» meaning, they will stay there forever 
and will never leave. 


458 peas eld 
<The Fire will burn their faces,» This is like the Ayah: 
45 PBR SED 
¢and fire will cover their faces (14:50]. 
and: 


diets eG IM byt ob IK V ine WS Sell a Sp 
<If only those who disbelieved knew (the time) when they will 


not be able to ward off the Fire from their faces, nor from their 
backs [21:39]. 


pul a as 


¢and therein ies will grin, with displaced lips.> 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas, “Frowning. “1 


Gao, Gis Ck SEE i OS GE 2S KE BE ie & A> 
twcab Uf ie 6 GA aca Gy 


€105. ‘Were not My Ayat recited to you, and then you used to 
deny them?'’> 


€106. They will say: ‘Our Lord! Our wretchedness overcame 
us, and we were (an) erring people.''> 


(1 At-Tabari 19:74. 
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€107. “Our Lord! Bring us out of this. If ever we return (to 
evil), then indeed we shall be wrongdoers."> 


Rebuking the People of Hell, their admission of Their 
Wretchedness and their Request to be brought out of 
Hell 

This is a rebuke from Allah to the people of Hell for the 
disbelief, sins, unlawful deeds and evil actions that they 
committed, because of which they were doomed. Allah says: 


CES 6 LK KEE gt KMD 

<''Were not My Ayfit recited to you, and then you used to 

deny them?’’> 
meaning, I sent Messengers to you, and revealed Books, and 
cleared the confusion for you, so you have no excuse.’ This is 
like the Aydt. 

qt ae StF ul OK Jap 
€in order that mankind should have no plea against Allah after 
the Messengers> [4:165] 


485 25 FG © > 
¢And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger> 
(17:15). 
58 Kk SUE Ae Bw al > 
<Every time a group is cast therein, its keeper will ask: “Did 
no warner come to you?''> Until His saying; 
<l Sy Lap 
€So, away with the dwellers of the blazing Fire!> 
They will say: 
kcsle U3 hens Bhs CE SES 
<Our Lord! Our wretchedness overcame us, and we were (an) 
erring people .> 
meaning, evidence has been established against us, but we 


were so doomed that we could not follow it, so we went astray 
and were not guided. Then they will say: 
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ese gre, “2 2 4 ~ tree ach os vod in oe os 4, Saas 4) 
SERS DSS AGE IE ssi SG 


Ca a aan 


RI CA he EES 


on ate Es at dees ec. -. og || €Our Lord! Bring us 
Galen  ALbbbbscobGie =>! lout of this. If ever we 
Cb Bese 3502 ER 2A: (|| refer (to evil), then in- 
Lowasmcsbersoy “ “183 ans ~ deed we shall be 
cba l seblil | wrongdoers.> 


Bde ae 

fo 

at 4 oe eis A ar Ss + 4ar ee : 

WOS Bue FAST 83 BF SsI%~L de |] meaning, send us back 

VR A TAN ea tee yo ce tsatere 7 to the world, and if we 

BOM Ge Bi ag la pnolage gllegaier 2: llgo back to what we 

oS Set po retese wo = Bee. eters 

aa MUSEN ERS Se, ses e je Nig 255 Kg used to do before, then 
phe = i f we will indeed be 


4 2k itr oa * e424 44 Gar wee Zot o. 

IPE LU 5S ISOS wrongdoers who 
ete £ a Lan aA TST 77% oy ocd 4 “ ; 
Sie Sa 195 *< ||deserve punishment 


This is like the Aydt 


os 
Zee me dS pee Ss peageas ve oh ASA 
Yad Gad Mail G25 OI SASSY CAL 
Cn Gtr sor ve se 4, rare ak eleasel 

Lesales Fc DY 2, Shi Solos 

cd a aA aed aS act B77 7 es vied 
CY 5 85 ce dale Sh ay AGGIE. 
$2: S747 7 Be on etre? 


2 
AO ee aa 
oe eae aon 
N53 589 OY 9 


“ 
“tee 


4 een we BAe eeeew 
Sd Gy Chnebp 
4.0 of gv 
¢Now we confess our 
sins, then is there any 


way to get out?> 
Until His statement: 


- 


SS hee aoe 


€So the judgment is only with Allah, the Most High, the Most 
Great!"’> [40:11-12] 


meaning, there will be no way out, because you used to 
associate partners in worship with Allah whereas the believers 
worshipped Him Alone. 


me 88 tae wae be or ok 2G pS. ts, “4 qe yee tees 48 
Sabb En he we 3 Op BS Ay woh KS Yh wa LST Sep 


t- ee 2 he ter ete 


Sie 2 Ot epee o ¢ on ¢ PINE ae ee 
OSS LS 6S SNE EL BG gl Soh OS 
Sas See PSeE tose 7 ret Serr 8 
Ran AGHT 94 NS G ET MER 
€108. He (Allah) will say: “Remain you in it with ignominy! 
And speak you not to Me!"'> 
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4109. Verily, there was a party of My servants who used to 
say: ‘Our Lord! We believe, so forgive us and have mercy on 
us, for You are the Best of all who show mercy!"'> 


4110. But you took them for a laughing stock, so much so that 
they made you forget My remembrance while you used to laugh 
at them!> 


4111. Verily, I have rewarded them this Day for their patience ; 
they are indeed the ones that are successful .> 


Allah’s Response and Rejection of the Disbelievers 


This is the response of Allah to the disbelievers when they ask 
Him to bring them out of the Fire and send them back to this 
world. He will say: 


dua sip 


Remain you in it with ignominy!» meaning, abide therein, 
humiliated, despised and scorned. 


43K Sd 
¢And speak you not to Me!> means, ‘do not ask for this again, for 


I will not respond to you. Al-‘Awfi reported from Ibn ‘Abbas 
concerning this Ayah, 


fon Yh ys E> 


4Remain you in it with ignominy! And speak you not to Me!> 
“These are the words of Ar-Rahman when silencing them.”!"! 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr said, “The 
people of Hell will call on Malik for forty years, and he will not 
answer them. Then he will respond and tell them that they are 
to abide therein. By Allah, their cries will mean nothing to 
Malik or to the Lord of Malik. Then they will call on their Lord 
and ies say, 
Ob te ob SAG wicite 


“pee 


ts Eon, Chip Oe SE o3 


4Our Lord! Our wretchedness overcame us, and we were (an) 
erring people. Our Lord! Bring us out of this. If ever we return 


(1 At-Tabari 19:79. 
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(to evil), then indeed we shall be wrongdoers.» [23:106-107} 


Allah will not answer them for a time span equivalent to 
twice the duration of this world. Then He will reply: 


407K Yj us EEIp 
«Remain you in it with ignominy! And speak you not to Me!> 

By Allah, the people will not utter a single word after that, and 
they will merely be in the Fire of Hell, sighing in a high and 
low tone. Their voices are likened to those of donkeys, which 
start in a high tone and end in a low tone.”!! 

Then Allah will remind them of their sins in this world and 
how they used to make fun of His believing servants and close 
friends: 


“5 7 fer eee i ¢ t Bae : o 
eel ooh th Oo et et as whe BOD 3b Ap 
Ree te 


<Verily, there was a party of My servants who used to say: 
“Our Lord! We believe, so forgive us and have mercy on us, 
for You are the Best of all who show mercy!" But you took 
them for a laughing stock,> 


meaning, ‘you made fun of them for calling on Me and praying 
to Me,’ 


455 Sl > 
<so much so that they made you forget My remembrance> 
means, your hatred for them made you forget what I would do 


to you. 
45, eae pact re 


qwhile you used to laugh at Ae means, at their deeds and 
worship. This is like the Ayah: 


CUBE ap 1 iy MERE GEN Gall & Ge WA ull yp 


€Verily, those who committed crimes used to laugh at those 
who believed. And, whenever they passed by them, used to 
wink one to another .> [83:29-30] 


"1 42-Zuhd by Hannad bin Al-Sirri 1:158. 
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meaning, they used to slander them in mockery. Then Allah 
tells us how He will reward His friends and righteous servants, 
and says: 


EIS Uy Gall ES ALD 
€Verily, I have rewarded them this Day for their patience ;> 


meaning, ‘for the harm and mockery that you inflicted on 
them, 


‘4 


cee pd odee 
dix AGii a oelp 
<they are indeed the ones that are successful .> 
I have caused them to attain the victory of joy, safety, Paradise 
and salvation from the Fire.’ 
Faas or a a a a SS 2 rer \ <n ey aaa 
We GST yen a NS YG IG Se al 9 HE jsp 
he Soe beerte AEE de OER ae Atee o tnt & ee Ge ones an 
Sh he Kak CP ho nessa er I Fey ZH oy Js 
= 
+ ey ort be op 4 re we Bye 7ee oe eee he ped 4S 
don gS Ba By Gy TAT agit of $s ea YG 
€112. He will say: “What number of years did you stay on 
earth?""> 


€113. They will say: ''We stayed a day or part of a day. Ask of 

those who keep account .''> 

€114. He will say: “You stayed not but a little, if you had 

only known!"’> 

4115. “Did you think that We had created you in play, and 

that you would not be brought back to Us?"'y 

€116. So Exalted be Allah, the True King: None has the right 

to be worshipped but He, the Lord of Al-'Arsh Al-Karim!> 
Allah tells them how much they wasted in their short lives in 
this world by failing to obey Allah and worship Him Alone. If 
they had been patient during their short stay in this world, 
they would have attained victory just like His pious close 
friends. 

Cine 56 pl g AL S i> 

€He will say: “What number of years did you stay on earth?"'> 

means, how long did you stay in this world? 


Ren On aa EAMES ENS 
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€They will say: ‘We stayed a day or part of a day. Ask of 
those who keep account."'> 


meaning, those who keep the records. 
415 Y 2H oy IS> 


¢He will say: “You stayed not but a little...""> meaning, it was 
only a short time, no matter how you look at it. 


tops 2S KA Gp 


€if you had only known!> means, you would not have preferred 
the transient to the eternal, and treated yourself in this bad 
way, and earned the wrath of Allah in this short period. If you 
had patiently obeyed Allah and worshipped Him as the believers 
did, you would have attained victory just as they did. 


Allah did not create His Servants in vain 
4655 Kei CH ey 


<Did you think that We had created you in play,> 


means, ‘did you think that you were created in vain, with no 
purpose, with nothing required of you and no wisdom on Our 
part?’ Or it was said that “in play” meant to play and amuse 
yourselves, like the animals were created, who have no reward 
or punishment. But you were created to worship Allah and 
carry out His commands. 


45353 J Kp 
qand that you would not be brought back to Us?> 


means, that you would not be brought back to the Hereafter. 
This is like the Ayah: 


vcd Te Sf Soy Sozip 
<Does man think that he will be left neglected?> [75:36] 
435 i a csp 


4So Exalted be Allah, the True King.» means, :.:-tified be He 
above the idea that he should create anything in vain, for He is 
the True King Who is far above doing such a thing. 


a oc we 
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702 Tafsir Ibn_Kathir 
<None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Lord of Al- 
‘Arsh Al-Karim!> 


The Throne is mentioned because it is the highest point of all 
creation, and it is described as Karim, meaning beautiful in 
appearance and splendid in form, as Allah says elsewhere: 


4k oh F oe > 
<every good kind We cause to grow therein} [26:7]. 


of 467 ~ seep 
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43S)! BS 2h al p diy Waxes : 

4117. And whoever invokes besides Allah, any other god, of 


whom he has no proof; then his reckoning is only with his 
Lord. Surely, disbelievers will not be successful.> 


4118. And say : “‘My Lord! Forgive and have mercy, for You 
are the Best of those who show mercy!"'> 


Shirk is the Worst form of Wrong, its Practitioner shall 
never succeed. 


Allah threatens those who associate anything else with Him 
and worship anything with Him. He informs that those who 
associate others with Allah: 
iB 
<of whom he has no proof>, meaning no evidence for what he 
says. Then Allah says: 
day A SRS OS ME BS AD 

¢And whoever invokes, besides Allah, any other god, of whom 

he has no proof ;> 
this is a conditional sentence, whose fulfilling clause is: 

4585 See Ae USD 
then his reckoning is only with his Lord.» meaning, Allah will call 
him to account for that. Then Allah tells us: 
4ST Be Y A> 


€Surely, disbelievers will not be successful .> 


Siirah 23. Al-Mu’mintin (117-118) (Part-18) 703 


meaning, they will not be successful with Him on the Day of 
Resurrection; they will not prosper or be saved. 


mith oh Be oh ere ore 1s be 
qos BS Lh 5h pal 35 Sy 
¢And say: “My Lord! Forgive and have mercy, for You are the 
best of those who show mercy!"’> 


Here Allah is teaching us to recite this supplication, for 
forgiveness, in a general sense, means wiping away sins and 
concealing them from people, and mercy means guiding a 
person and helping him to say and do good things. 

This is the end of Volume Six. Volume Seven begins with 
Surat An-Nur. 


